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1. Name of Property
historic name Joseph Dewey House
other names/site number.

2. Lnnafinn

Street & number 87 South Maple Street not for publication
city or town Westfield vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Hampden code 013 zip code Q1Q85

3. Statft/FeHftral Agenny Certifirafinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Hf nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
B'meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

» nationally « statewide (3"locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets O does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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* See continuation sheet. __ CLA/MUNC T MAA

» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
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Joseph Dewey House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

jiprivate _xbuilding(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State __ site

_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Ola

6. Fiinrtinn or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single, multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Georgian

Narrative Description

Hampden, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
3

Noncontributing

.building
sites
structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation  concrete

walls wood

roof. wood

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No.1024.001>
(M*)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

National Regse o Higoric Places
Continuation Shet

Section number Paoe

Josgph Dewvey House
Westfidd (Hampden), MA

DESCRIPTION

The Joseph Dewey House, cal 735, isa2 /2-gory wood-frame resdentid structure with
cdagpboard sding and wood shingle roof. Its Sde-gable layout and three-bay facade display smple
Georgian motifs, including adenticulated cornice, pediments over the centrd entry and first-story
windows, and pilagters set on high plinth blocks and containing rosettesin the capitals flanking
the centra doorway (sse photographs #3 and 4). Now surrounded by late 20™-century multi-
family and commercid buildings (see photograph #1), the Dewey House serves as areminder of
South Maple Street's 18" -cantury history. Reocated to its present dte in 1973 in order to save it
from demolition, the houseretains the same setback and relation to the dreet as it had onits
origina foundation, about two hundred feet down the road. The subject of a meticuloudy
researched restoration project in the 1970s the Dewey House isawed l-preserved example of a
moderately prosperous farmer and miller's home from Westfield's early eighteenth century.

Westfield is bounded by the foothillsof the Berkshire Mountains to the west and the Eadt
Mountainsto the eest. Fed by Berkshire Mountain streeams, the Westfield River and the Little
River embrace alarge triangular plain a ther juncture. The Westfield River continues eed,
cutting a path through the East Mountains on its way to meet the Connecticut River.

Westfield'scentrd busnessdigrict—the historic center of the city from itsfirst
stlement—is dtuated on the broad plain nestled in the confluence of the Westfield and Little
Rivers. The plain extendsto include resdential aress to the southwest of the budnessdistrict. A
degp escarpment drops down to the southwestern comer of thisplain in the Mill Street areg,
forming aridge that curves to the southwes to meat and follow the bank of the Little River. The
Dewey House dits a the base of this escarpment, on aflat parce of land st back dlightly from
the Street.

In the area occupied by the Dewey House, the terrain levels off for a short section, then
drops again toward the Little River. The drop in elevation marks a corresponding drop in the
Little River. The changein water level crested an idedl location for the construction of mills. In
the early 18" -century, agristmill and asawmill were first constructed in the areajust west of the
Dewey House. The Dewey House, Stuated on South Maple Street just to the eedt of the old

(continued)
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gristmill/sawmill site, was home to severd of theold mills' early operators. The early mills west
of the Dewey House were succesded by the Crane Brothers pgper mill in the mid-nineteenth
century. Many of the Crane Mill complex'slate 19*- and early 20"-century manufacturing
buildings still stand today .

Approaching the Dewey House from the eadt, one moves from Westfield's central
busnessdistrict through aneighborhood of 19*-century to mid-20"-century suburban resdences
st well back on large landscgped |ots. Once arura neighborhood. South Maple Street was
gradualy suburbanized during the late 19™-century as Westfield'stown center expanded
outward. As the century progressed, single-family homes were added to the dreet, turning fields
into house lots. Most recently, multi-family and commercid uses have been added to the
neighborhood. The Dewey House is presently surrounded by large-scde late 20* -century
buildings, with alarge gpartment complex to the eest (sse photograph #1), and ancther to the
west, just beyond the Victorian-style Grange hall. Originally a schoal, the Grange isthe Dewey
House's westerly abutter (see photograph #2). The 19*-century Grange and the 18" -cantury
Dewey House form an oadsof historic buildings surrounded by large-scde late- 20N -century
dructures.

Traveling west padt the Dewey House, one can ether proceed northwest toward the
former Crane Mill complex, or southwest across the Little River. Once acovered bridge, the soen
over the Little River isnow an open bridgewith iron railings, providing abeautiful view of the
river which powered the early mills run by the Dewey family, as well as the later paper mills. To
the west, one can s the dam and waterfall which once kept the machinery running a the Crane
Min.

The Dewey House dtsback dightly onitslot, a about the same setback as it hed
historically onitsorigina ste. Becauseof their poor condition, the sheds and outbuildings that
were on the Dewey Houseg's origina Ste could not be moved with it, o the house presently hes
no outbuildings. The outbuildings were not origina to the house, but later additions.

(continued)
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Landscaping conssts of foundation plantings of lilies-of-the-valley, mountain laurel,
viburnum, boxwood, and other shrubbs and flowering perennids. Y oung trees gand on the
southwest corner and eedt 9de of the property. A rail fence followsthe eestem and northern
property lines, while ashmb border separates the Dewey House's western property linefrom the
Grange next door. Rosesflower dong the rear fence line, and amature pine defines the northeast
comer of the property. A walkway medefrom bricks sadlvaged from the now-defunct Westfield
Brick Company leedsto the front Sgps, while a gone path leeds to the rear entry. The back yard
isormnamented by a small gone-edged herb garden. In the front yard dands a gonetrough taken
fromthe old Westfidd/West Springfield bridge and agranite marker. The trough was presented
to the tovm of Westfield around 1877, and isinscribed "Whosoever will, let him drink of the
water of life freely."

The house had apeculiar early history. It gopearsthat the origina floor plan caled for a
four-room housewith two rooms on the first floor and two on the ssoond—the present eest
kitchen, west parlor, and eest and west bedrooms. However, fairly soon—pahgos even while the
house was under congruction—yplans changed. Another kitchen was added to the reex of the
house, with two small rooms and a buttery to ether Sde of it. The house'srear roof dope was
extended to cregtethe Georgian-gyle sdtbox that sheltered the Dewey House's first resdents.

In the early 1800s, the Dewey House underwent amagjor renovation when the owner
decided to convert it to amore modern Federd-style home. The origina roof wasremoved, and
two bedrooms and a center hall were added to the sscond floor & the rear of the house The
chimney was redligned to correspond with the new roofline. Structurally, the earliest partsof the
house were built usng an unusud plank-wall construction method for the exterior framework,
while the newer addition at the rear is post-and-beam congtruction with the more common stud-
and-lath framing. The only other known example of plank wall-constmction in Westfield isthe
Alvin Fowler House a 39-41 FHessat Street, ca 1750 (Inventory Form #98).

In the course of the early 1800srenovation, the facade was entirely remodded, with new
windows installed and a fashionable Federd-style doorway added. Insde the house, pandling was
removed or covered over, and lath and plaster walls were added to give alighter, more stylish

(continued)
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finish. Around the 1930s the housewas converted to atwo-family home, and severd rooms
were cut up into smdler ones.

The 19*- and 20" -century renovations, however, did not destroy stmctura evidence of
the housgs origina configuration and finishes. 1n 1972, when the Western Hampden Historical
Society acquired the Dewey House and began arestoration campaign, there was enough material
left to reved the housgs original Georgian design. Because o0 much information was retrievable,
the Society decided to return the houseto its 18"-century gpopearance. Except for the rooms a the
rear of the second floor (which were part of the early 1800s renovation), the house hes been
restored as much as possible to itsoriginal room configuration and decoration.

Asit gandsnow, the Dewey House isa?2 /2-gory, three-by-two bay, gable-roofed, wood-
frame smcture with a centrd entry (see photogrgphs #3 and 4). Doors and windows on the
primary (south) facade sport smple Georgian detailing, with pediments over the first-floor
windows and centra doorway. Molded pilasters with high plinth blocks and rosettesflank the
doorway, which is surmounted by omamenta woodwork imitating akeystone (sse photograph
#6). A band of dentilwork decorates the comice, where dagpboarded walls meet the eaves The
housd's present red color is areplication of the original color discovered under layers of paint.

Narrow 12/8 windows light the front of the house, except for the window over the centra
entry, which isasmdler 96 window. East and west facades have 12/8 windows, some of which
date from the housg's early 1800s renovation. The eestern facade is marked by awide entry door,
sometimes referred to as the " coffindoor,” in the southeast corner.

While wooden dgpboards cover the south, west, and eedt facades, the rear (north) facade
recaeived rough treetment (see photograph #5). The second gory is finished with cgpboards, but
the first story is smply covered with weetherboard sheething.

On thefirst floor, the floor plan congds of two main rooms (aparlor and alarge kitchen)
flanking a centra daircase with three smdler rooms (a smdler kitchen, asmall bedroom, and a
modem kitchern/storage room) to the rear of the house A secondary darcase sgparaesthe rear
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kitchen from the bedroom. A narrow buttery is hidden behind the bedroom (sse attached floor
plan).

The front parlor (s2e photograph #11), located on the southwestem comer of the housg, is
alarge degant room distinguished by finely detailed floor-to-ceiling paneling on thefireplace
wall. The other three wallsare panded up to chair rail level, with plaster onthe top half of the
walls. The room's stuation in the housgs southwestem comer provides it with ample afternoon
light during the time of day when the room would have ssen most use. Structural dements are
eegantly concedled andfinishedoff, with boxed-in posts and beams with beeded corners, and
molded comices decorating the transition where the walls meat the beams Raised applied
molding frames each doorway. The room's wide plank flooring remans intact. A congpicuous
feature of the room isits comer cupboard with arched glass surmounted by molded wooden
omament mimicking akeystone. The room's broad, lowfireplaceis done-backed, with aheavy
molded surround rather than a mantd.

On the oppodte dde of the entry hall from the parlor, the eedt kitchen is a oacious, open
work goecethat would have been well-lit during the mornings, when the room would have gotten
most use (e photographs #7 and 8). The massve fireplace, which is surmounted by alarge
pand, hes its bake oven st into the rear wall. The wallsare smply detailed, lined with horizontal
feather-edged boards. Primary stmcturad dements are concedled, with corner pogts boxed inwith
beaded corners, and amolded comice mnning dong the fireplace wall. The summer beam and
joists, however, were not boxed, and were goparently not plastered over until quite some time
after the house was constmcted. The summer beam was chamfered and the undersde of the
ceiling boards and joists were planed, indicating that the ceiling was originally left open.

The "coffindoor," abroad door leading to the 9de yard, exits the kitchen a its southeest
comer. Such awide door would not only have been neaded to provide an exit for decesssd
household members, but would aso have been important for bringing bulky items into the house-
-carcas=s a butchering time, kettles, basketsof produce, eéc—and for providing reedy access
from the kitchen to the Sdeyard.

(continued)
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Marks aong the eest and south walls show where new interior walls were added during
the ca. 1800 renovation, to creste amore fashionable lath-and-plagter wall. A mark onthe
summer beam indicates that a some timethe eest kitchen was divided into two rooms. However,
there is no information about when the room was divided or when it was returned to its original
configuration. Like the parlor fireplace, thefireplacein the kitchen has aheavy molding
surrounding it, rather than amantel.  The kitchen's wide pine floor is a combination of original
materias and new flooring. The kitchen's pde blue color is areproduction of the room's original
paint scheme Heavy molded surrounds frame the kitchen doorways.

At the rear of the houseisthe smdl north kitchen, which, according to Hugh McCarm's
stimctura andys's, was added dmost immediatdy after the housewas completed, if not during
the actua constmction. No evidence has yet been unearthed as to why the second kitchen was
ingtaled. It may have been used primarily for dairying, or the house may have been shared by
two families. It may be that the eest kitchen was quickly converted to a sitting room, with the
north kitchen becoming the primary room for household cooking and chores (McCann, p. 10).

The north kitchenfirepl ace,which combines sone and brickwork, shows evidence of
heavy use It was updated in the early 1800s with the bake oven brought forward to amore
convenient and safer location. During the 1970s restoration, the origina firepl acewas discovered
surroimding the laterfireplacewith bake ovento the front and swinging crane. Thefireplacewas
later dtered again when the housg's owners ingtdled acook stove. The 1970s restoration resulted
in the recreation of the degp, gone-hearthed fireplace'sorigina configuration (McCann, pp. 12-
13). Thefireplacehas amolded surround and a smdl mantd supported on brackets.

The south (fireplace) and eest walls are clad in plain vertical boards. The remainder of the
room isfinishedwith wide horizontal boardsto chair-rail level, and plaster onthe top half of the
walls. The ceiling isds0 plagtered, dthough it was probably open originaly; examination of the
ceiling underneeth the plastering reveded planed and finished joists and ceiling boards. Asin the
other rooms, the beams are boxed with beeded edges A rear door faced with horizontal boards
provides acoess to theyard.

(continued)
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To the eedt, ashort hdlway leads to a smdl room now used as a modem kitchen and
dorage areg, which may have originally served as a sorage room. A door on the house's
outheest comer once alowed acoessfrom this room to the outside. The door was later blocked
up, possibly during the early 1800s renovation. When the house was undergoing restorationin
the 1970s restoration contractor Ernie Sattler suggested that Josgph Dewey |1, who was amiller
as well as afarmer, may have usad the room as his office and storeroom. If S0, the extra door
would have provided a public entrance to the storeroom, which would have discouraged busness
traffic from coming through the living arees of the house (McCann, p. 13).

Another sorage arealis concedled behind the secondary stairway on the west Sde of the
rear kitchen. Thisrear Stairway was added s part of the early 1800srenovation. Behinditisa
narrow buttery lined with open shaves providing acool, dark sorage area (32 photograph #12).
This buttery had been hidden under anewer lath-and-plaster wall, and was only reveded during
the 1970srestoration. The buttery's original door was discovered in place, and deat marks inthe
walls alowed the restoration contractor to fit shelvesin the original locations (McCann, pp. 13-
14).

To the west, between the front parlor and the buttery, isatiny plaster-walled chamber that
probably served as adowngairs bedroom. It would have been an ided chamber for aperson who
nesded tending or could not climb gars because of illness or age, and may have sarved as a oare
bedchamber or asick room, as well as addivery room for women inlabor. The room is smply
finished, with boxed-in beams and beeded bassboards. The only wall that is not plagtered isthe
rear wall, which is clad with vertical planks.

At the front center of the house, the entry hall leedsimmediatdly to a degp st of dars
angling around the house's center chimney. At the first-floor level, the entry hall is egantly
finished with apanded wall and bench under the gairs providing acozy nook to sit. Snce this
areawould be seen first by visitors, the builder made surethe hall would creste afirst impresson
of degance and fashion sense. The front (south) wall of the hallway iscled in vertical paneling
with beeded edges All simctural dements are boxed with beeded edges, and amolded cornice

(continued)
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concedls thejoint between walls and beams. The pae blue of the front hallway is arecreetion of
the hall's original color.

The interior doors leading off the front halway are al origina to the house. Their most
degant sdesface avay fromthe hall, into the parlor and kitchen, where they would be seen
when the roomswerein use. On ther interior Sdes, the doors have raised molded paneling,
while the 9de of the door facing the hall isfinishedmore smply, with the flat 9de of the
panding showing. On the front parlor door, the historic paint layers have been left intact, with
one section gripped avay in layersto alow visitorsto see the evidence of the house's past
decorative finishes.

The stairway's square newd pogswith square tops contrast with the eegantly turned
baugers. The omamentation sops, however, a the second-floor level. The bauders become
only horizontal dats a the second-gtory landing. On the ingdewall of the Sairway a the sscond-
gdory level, the wall isplastered where it followsthe dope of the central chimney, the plaster
gently curving to follow the shgpe of the chimney. The remainder of the inner stairwell's second-
gtory walls are faced with plain flat boards laid vertically.

At the top of the gairs, the south wall is surfaced with plankslaid horizontally. Posts are
still boxed in with beeded corners, dthough the beams are boxed, but not beeded, a thislevdl.

The second-floor planis smilar to the first, with two large roomsto the front and three
amdler rooms acrassthe back (see atached floor plan). The smdler back rooms date from the
early 1800s renovation of the house, which raised the roof and provided enough dearance to
cregtefull-ceiling rooms. Before the renovation, the roof dopewould have been too deep to give
much head goace. The back areamight originaly have been aloft or Sorage area, or perhgps a
smdl supplementd degping area

On the second floor, the eest bedroom, or kitchen chamber, isroughlyfinished(see
photograph #13). Beams and posts are roughly boxed in, while the gplayed podts are evident.
Three walls are clad with wide horizonta plank sheathing, while the chimney wall isfaced with

(continued)
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smilar planking laid vertically. A rather large closat for the time period provides dorege soece in
the chimney wall. The two doset doors, which gpopeer to be original, have no molded surrounds
or other ornamentation. In the south wall, evidence of the window dhgpe and Sze fromthe ca
1800 renovation isvisible.

Most of the eest bedroom's plank walls are original. Thered stain usad to finish theroom
iIsafacsamileof thewalls origina finish (McCann, pp. 17-18).

In contrast to the kitchen chamber, the west bedroom, or parlor chamber, is eegantly
finished, with afully pandedfireplacewall (sse photogrgphs #14 and 15). The exterior walls are
finished with plagter, with achair rail sgparating the upper half from the plastered lower half
Beams are all boxed with beaded comers, and heavily molded comices. Theroom has a peculiar
featurein the form of asmdlfireplacewhich was gpparently never used. Although located on
the chimney wall, thefireplacedoes not ssam to have ever been connected to a flue.

At the rear of the house, the northeest bedroom isfully plastered (sse photograph #17), lit
by a 12/8 window that was added during the early 1800s renovation. The only trim consgs of
plain door and window surrounds and beeded basgboards On the northwest comer, asimilarly
finished room isnow usaed as aworkroom and office by the Western Hampden Historical
Society.

At the center rear of the house, the open hdlway a thetop of the back stairway hes been
turned into an exhibit on 18*-century constmction techniques (sse photograph #16). Structura
dements have been | eft exposad in the walls to reved the house's post-and-beam framing,
mortise-and-tenon joints, plank wall constmction, and different types of lath and plagter
techniques. A doorway opens onto the house's chimney, allowing visitors to dso get aglimpse of
masonry techniques.

In 1972, the house's owner, Effie Turner, decided to sdl the houseto Thomas Conlon, a
local developer. Mr. Conlon conveyed the house to the Western Hampden Historical Society on
the condition that the house be moved from its Ste 0 that the land could be deared for

(continued)
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congtruction of an gpartment complex. In 1973, the house was moved about two hundred feet
wes fromitsorigina dte on South Maple Street. The housewes Stuated 0 that its setback
remained the sameas onitsorigina location. A new foundation of concrete was constructed for
the house. Because of the move, a shed ell and other outbuildings, which were in deteriorating
condition and were not original to the house, hed to be removed.

The Western Hampden Historical Society decided to restore the Dewey House as much as
possible to its gopearance shortly after its original congtruction. The Historical Society engaged
the services of John Curtis, Director of Curatorid Staff & Old Sturbridge Village as a consultant.
Mr. Curtis and Hugh McCann, chairperson of the Historical Society's restoration committee,
conducted athorough study of the housein order to discover itsorigina configuration and
finishes. Fortunately, there was acongderable amount of ssmctura evidence, not only for the
locations of walls and openings, but aso for paint colors and decorativefinishes.Many original
structural and decorative dements, such as fireplaces, doors, windows, and pandling, were
located i n Storage on the property or undemesth newer finishes. In the course of the house's
restoration, great care was taken to document the physicd evidence for the restoration and
identify the structural duesthat influenced the restoration process.

Archaeological Description

Ore prehigtoric gte may be located on the nominated property and ancther four Stesrecorded in
the generd area(within one mile). The Inventory of Historic and Archaeologica Assetsof the
Commonwedth, maintained a the Massachusatts Historicad Commission, lists Ste 19-HD-40 on
the north shore of Little River between College Highway and the river a the bridge. The steis
described as acamp of gpproximatdy 2 acreswith much occupationd refuse but no artifacts
reported. The dte has not been sysematicdly studied; however, the centroid usad to locate the
gteislocated directly opposte the Dewey House on the south 9de of Route 10 and could eesily
extend acrossthe road to the nominated property. Environmenta charecteristics for the property
represent severd locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) that are favorable
indicators for many types of prehistoric dtes. The houseislocated on awell-drained, leve to

(continued)
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moderatdly doping riverine terrace a the baseof an escapment bordering the Little River. The
property lieswithin the Westfield and ultimately Connecticut River drainage. Other prehistoric
dtesin the generd areaoccupy smilar environmenta locations. Given the above information,
the small sze of the nominated parcd (0.39 acres), and disturbance associated with preparation
of the property for constmction and relocation of the house to the parcd, amoderate to high
potential exists for the recovery of prehistoric resources on the Dewey House property.

A moderae potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Joseph Dewey
House property. Because the housewas rdocated to the present Ste in 1973, archaeol ogica
resourcesrelated to initial construction and renovations to the house prior to that date are not
expected on the property. Occupationd-rdated features related to the occupancy of the house or
activities conducted during its use would a0 be absent. Locd tradition suggeststhat early
English settlers created temporary homesin the embankment behind the Dewey House while
they were congructing more permanent wood-frame homes  Additional documentary reseerch
combined with archaeologica survey and testing can be usad to test local tradition for stmctural
evidence and occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) related to these early
sfmctures.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_ A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_xC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joseph Dewey House, built around 1735, is awdl-preserved example of 18" -century
rural resdential architecture, dating from atime when Westfield was begirming to experience
some prosperity after decades of conflicts between settlers and Native-Americans. It formsone of
asmdl group of pre-Revolutionary homesin town that have survived deve opment pressuresand
time to remain intact. The Dewey Housg's architectura significance derives from its Satus as
one of Westfield'soldest surviving Georgian homes satisfying Criterion Cin the areaof
Architecture. The Dewey Houseisthe only restored sructure fromthe first century of
Westfield's history that is accessbleto the public both ingde and out. The carefully documented
regtoration of the Dewey House provides awdl-researched example of both the interior and
exterior of an upper middle-class 18*-century home, offering visitorsinsght into the lives of
Westfield's early residents.

In addition, the Dewey Housg's historical significance derives from its association with
one of Westfield's pioneer families. The house satisfies Criterion A for itsrolein the history of
Westfield's Dewey family. Members of this family were anong Westfield's earliest settlersand
were prominent in the young town's political, ecclesastical, and military history. Members of the
Dewey familyfrequentlyserved as sdectman and in other town offices during Westfield'sfirst
two hundred years. Severd generations of Deweys occupied the Joseph Dewey House, the home
remained in the Dewey family for the first hundred years of its history. Changesin the nature and
occupation of the Dewey House's resdents reflect broader changes that occurred in Westfield's
history. As Westfield moved from an agricultural economy to an industrial one, the Dewey
Housgs farmers and millers were replaced by factory and clerical workers.

When Englishman William Pynchon traveled west from Roxbury to establish a settlement
dong the Connecticut River, one of his godswas to esablish afur trade with the natives of the
area The region, which later became Westfield, quickly attracted Pynchon's attention. Westfield
was originally known by its Native resdents as \Woronoco, meaning, according to some sources
"it isfat hunting" (Dewey, Ancient Wedtfidd, p. 2). Nestled between the Westfield (then known

(continued)
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as the Agawam) and Little Rivers and surrounded by mountains, Woronoco was arich source of
hides and fish. Woronoco soon became the westernmost outpost of the Massachusetts colony.
While the earliest well-documented European settlement of the areatook place around 1658,
evidence indicates that there were trading outpogts in Woronoco as early as the 1640s (Everts, p.
939; Dewey Ancient Westfidd, p. 4).

The locdl tribes, the Woronocos and Pochasscs, mambersof the Algonquin nation, sold
furs and fish to early European traders. SAmon and shed were abundant in the Westfield and
Little Rivers, while Woronoco's forests abounded with fur-bearing game such as beaver.
Woronoco's natives burned underbrush and woods to clear land for cultivation of com, beans
pumpkins, and squash in the light loamy soils now covered by Westfield's commercid center
(Lockwood, Val. I, p. 36). Thefloodpl ainsand escarpments st in thejuncture of the Westfield
and Little Rivers formed someof Westfield's best agriculturd land (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 2).

Setlers from both the Massachusatts and Connecticut colonies bargained with the natives
for the land bounded by the Westfield and Little Rivers. After someinitial wrangling between the
two colonies, Woronoco was declared apart of the Massachusetts colony's Springfield
settlement in 1647 (Lockwood, Vol. |, p. 51-52).

In the 1650s, Springfield'sloca authorities began parceling out land in Woronoco.
Among Woronoco's earliest European settlerswere brothers Isradl, Jedediah, Thomas, and
Josah Dewey, who came to the Massachusetts colony from Connecticut. Thelr father, Thomeas

Dewey, had emigrated to America from England aroimd 1633 because of his dissenting religious
beliefs.

In 1667 and 1668, the Dewey brothers receved severd land grantsin Woronoco. Three
of the Dewey brothers—Igrad, Josah, and Jedediah, dong with Josgph Whiting—a S0 recelved a
grant in 1672 to build the town's first gristmill and sawmill on Two Mile Brook (now called
Great Brook, off the Westfield River). The Dewey brothers were prominent in the early
settlement's government, with Josah and Thomas both serving as sdectmen, Jedediah serving s
sHectman and congtable, and Josah sarving as seder of welghts and meesures (Everts, pp. 944-
945).

(continued)
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In 1669, Thomas Dewey was one of a ddegation sent from Woronoco to Springfieldto
petition for the right to make Woronoco into a separate township, and to determine the
boundaries between the two settlements. In May of that year, Westfield was incorporated,
receiving its name because the new town was the westernmost settlement in the Massachusetts
colony. As English sttlers pushed the boundary of the colony westward, Westfield became a
key point on the Baston Pogst Road which gretched from Boston west to Albany, New Y ork.

The Dewey brothers were ective in Westfield'sreligious life as well as itspolitical arena
Thomeas was responsible for summoning Edward Taylor, a Harvard-trained minister, to come to
Westfield to lead the new community's congregation in 1671, after the origina minister had
departed. Brother Josiah, one of the founding members of Westfield'sFirst Church, and one of
the church'sfirst deacons built the minister's housein 1676.

In 1676, when King Philip's War threatened Springfield's outlying settlements, Josah
Dewey was one of savard Westfield resdents who protested the governor's order that the
westem settlement be abandoned and its resdentsrelocated to Springfield's main plantation on
the Connecticut River. The order was rescinded. While confiict with the natives threstened,
sttlement in Westfield remained confined to arough triangle extending west from thejunction
of the Westfield and Little Rivers. Asthe seventeanth century drew to acdose, however,
sttlement began to goread out from this focus. In 1702, Jossph Mosdaly and otherswere granted
rights to congtruct asawmill and gristmill onthe Little River just west of the Ste where Josgph
Dewey would build his South Maple Street home.

During the late 17-century, Westfield was primarily an agricultura community,
producing crops and livestock for itsresdents own use as well as producing cattle which were
driven eedt for the Boston markets. Some sma | manufacturing was begun during this period,
using Woronoco's naturd resourcesto produce turpentine, bricks, and iron (Heyl & Hamberg, p.
6).

th
In the 18 -century, membearsof the Dewey family recaived land grantsin the Squawfield
areg, asmdl plain overlooking the Little River a the bese of a degp escapment just southwest
of the original town center. The arearecaved its name becauseit had been cultivated by Native
(continued)
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farmers before the settlement of English immigrants. Farmers frequently turned up Native
artifactswhile working thefieldsthere. (Dewey, Ancient Wedtfidd, p. 18) Whileitisnot clear
exactly when Ensgn Jedediah Dewey (1647-1718) acquired his parcelsin Squawfield, in his will
he bequesathed a thirty-acre portion to his son Joseph (1684-1757), gpparently infulfillment of an
ealier purchase-and-sde agreament. Pat of this land becamethe ste of Josgph Dewey's house
South Maple Street, the ste of the Dewey House, was opened in the early 18*-century (Heyl &
Hamberg, p. 6).

While the exact date of constmction is unknown, structurd evidence indicates that Joseph
Dewey | probably built the housethat bearshis name around 1735. Desds show that by thetime
Josgph deaded about nine acresof his Squawfield property to his son, Josgph Il in 1756, the
parca had ahouseonit. Itisnot dear whether Joseph | built the housefor himself or for Josgph
.

Apparently, Josgph originadly planned the house as atwo-story, four-room structure,
containing the present west parlor, eedt kitchen, and west and eest bed chambers However, soon
after constmction, or perhgps even while congtruction was underway, Joseph changed the house
plan, adding akitchen, buttery, small bedroom, and storage room on the reer of the first floor,
and aloft for gorage or additiona desping goece a the rear second gory. The houses roofline
was dtered and extended a the rear to create a sdtbox or lean-to gppearance.

While probably not wedthy, the Deweys were progoerous enough to maintain a
comfortable gandard of living, to judge from the Sze and decoration of their South Maple Street
home. The housgs origina rooms were spacous and stylishlyfinishedwith panded wallsand a
comer cupboard in the parlor (sse photograph #11) and apanded bed chamber on the sscond
floor (se photograph #14). Ample work and storage goace wias provided in the two kitchens and
accompanying gorage rooms (e photographs #7, 8, 9, 12). The pedimented doors and windows
and denticulated comice of Joseph's 2 /2-gory Georgian sdtbox home would have been stylish,
but not extravagant (sse photogrgphs #3 and 4). Unfortunately, no clue hes yet tumed up to
explain why Josgph changed his constmction plans, either soon after completion or while the
house was still under congtruction, in order to add the second kitchen, buttery, bed chamber, and

(continued)
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dorage room a the rear of the house

Like his father and imcles, Josgph Dewey | wias an active participant in church and civic
enterprises. He was part of a committee charged with parceling out segtsin the new
meetinghouse after its congtruction in 1721 (Lockwood, Vol. 1 p. 315). A progperousfarmer,
Joseph Dewey | was a sergeant in the militia and sarved as a sdectman in 1726. During Josgph
Dewey I's lifetime, Westfield grew rapidly, becoming Hampshire County's sscond largest town
by 1765, with 195 familiesand apopulation of 1,324 (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 6).

While none of Josgph Dewey I's family served during the French and Indian War, a
number of cousnsdid. When Cgptain David Mosdey's Company of Westfield went to relieve
Fort William Henry in 1757, & leest seven members of the company bore the Dewey name.

The second Joseph Dewey (1714-1799) was afarmer like his father. Known as "Deacon
Joseph,”" he was agtrong forcein the Congregationd Church. His son and namesake, Joseph
Dewey |11 (1741-1815), was drafted into the Continenta Army in 1777, but wasfined £ 20 for
refusing to sarve (Dewey & al. Life of George Dewey, pp. 893-8%4).

It was Joseph's younger sons, Benjamin (1743-1812) and Eliab (1746-1820), who
answered the call. Both brothers sarved in Westfield's company of militiamen under Lieutenant
John Shepard. The company was first assambled for action in April 1775 after the Lexington
Alarm. Westfield sant a company of fifty-two men under Lieutenant John Shepard-a company
that included Benjamin and Eliab Dewey as well as saverd other membersof their extended
family, including acousn named Russel Dewey, who participated in the Battle of Bunker Hill
and who left behind adiary of his experiences (Lockwood, Vol. I, pp. 264-265). Benjaminand
Eliab served until May 12, 1775, with Benjamin becoming a sergeant. Eliab was drafted in
September 1776, and went to New Y ork for two months.,

In 1777, Benjamin sarved again, joining the Continental Army for eight months. By 1779,
Benjamin was back in Westfield, thistimein the capacity of arecruiter for the Continental Army

(continued)
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(Lockwood, Vol. I, pp. 531-565). After the war, Benjamin became alieutenant in the Second
Regiment, First Brigade, Fourth Division of the MassachusattsMilitia, serving until April 20,
1808 (Dewey et d. Life of George Dewey, pp. 894-895).

While some farmers retumed from the war to facefi nancialtroubles, Benjamin Dewey
gpparently did not suffer congderable financia losses. During the 1770sand 1780s Dewey
added land to his holdings and acquired an interest in the mill gte that had been established by
Joseph Mosdly in 1702,

Although Benjamin had been arebd during the conflict with the British, after the war
was over he had no sympathy with those disgruntled farmers who rebdled agang their pos-war
burdens of debt. During Shays Rebellion, Lieutenant Benjamin Dewey was in the muger roll of
Captain James Taylor's company, which was caled out from Westfield "for the support of the
Government a Springfield" in Sgptember of 1786. The company was mustered out for only four
daysa that time, but was summoned again afew months later when Daniel Shays rebds
atacked the arsend in Springfield in January of 1787. The Westfield company was among the
forces under the commeand of Westfield native Generd William Shepard that successfully routed
Shays forces (Lockwood, Vol. H, p. 113-157).

Benjamin Dewey eventudly occupied the housebuilt by his grandfather Josephl. In
1772, Joseph 11 divided out a dte aout eight or nine acresin Sze, which included the Dewey
House, and sold it to Benjamin. Over the next thirty years Benjamin added agristmill, a sawmill,
and severd acres of land dong the Little River to his holdings, and medehisliving as a farmer
and miller. According to the 1798 United States Tax Census, Benjamin owned the Dewey House
and its accompanying 23-acrelot, a 1,200-square-foot bam, a 575-square-foot shop (the nature of
the dhop was not specified), half ownership in agrist and saw mill, and four additional parcdsto
the west and south of his homesteed, totaling 104 acres

Benjamindid o well that in the early 1800s he decided to refurbish his housein the laiest
style. He added larger windows to the front and Sdesand raised the roof to add two new rooms
and aback halway onto the sscond floor. He converted the facade of the house from its Georgian

(continued)
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linesto amore formal Federd-syle front with the addition of severd new windows

and aclasscaly-ingpired door surround with half-length sdelightsflankedby pilasters and with
a swagged entablature surmounting the doorway. Benjamin upgraded the housd's interior
decoration by removing old-fashioned panded walls or covering them with new plagter walls,
lightening the housgsinterior. Although the exact date of Benjamin's renovations is unknown,
the work must have occurred after the 1798 property cenaus, which describes Benjamin's house
& having saventeen windows. After the renovation, the housewould have hed & leest twenty-
one windows.

While Benjamin Dewey was prospering, 0, too, was his hometown. Westfield grew 0
quickly during the 18"-century that, according to the 1790 census, Westfield had more
inhabitants than Springfield, its parent town (Fitoniak, p. 1). Members of the Dewey family mede
up alarge percentage of this population. The family was prolific as well & progperous. The 1775
AssessorsList enumerated more taxpayers by the nameof Dewey than any other family name
(Wegtern Hampden Historical Society, "The Dewey House"). By 1801, the town had grown o
much that Benjamin Dewey found himself serving on acommittee planning the construction of a
new meetinghouse. 1t took five yearsof discusson, debate, and planning before the new
meetinghouse was finally built and dedicated in 1806 (Lockwood, Val.11, pp. 230-240).

After the 18" century growth spurt, growth stalled in Westfield during the first two
decades of the 19" -century, with the population remaining stable & around 2,100 resdents.
During mog of its early history, Westfield had relied primarily on agriculture for itsincome.
Historian John Lockwood gpeculaesthat the brief check in the town's growth may have been
due to ashortage of new arable land (Lockwood, Vol. |1, pp. 246-247). Given the mountains
hemming Westfield in to the west and east, much of the best agricultura land was probably
under tillage after nearly a 150 yearsof settlement.

Benjamin Dewey eventudly sold his mill to Jere Horton, who married Benjamin's
daughter Sophia (1786-1880) in 1811 (Dewey & d. Life of George Dewey, p. 936). Jerelived
nearby, on the aptly named Mill Street. Benjamin Dewey's house and surrounding farmland went
to another child, Charles Dewey (1789-1847) (Probate Case #3714, Hampden County Registry of

(continued)
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Probate), who continued farming his father's homeseed until Charlessdegth in 1847. While
Charles had no children by ether hisfirst or his second wife, his household conssted of from
three to Sx parsonsduring his day & the Dewey house. Because censusrecords for thistime do
not identify individual household members itisundear whether the other personsliving with
Charles and hiswife were family members, sarvants, or boarders. (United States Census, 1820,
1830, 1840).

While Charles remained afarmer like hisfather, all around him Westfield was changing
from an agricultural community into an industrial one. In the 1820s, the industry that gave
Westfield its nickname took off on anearly century-long boom, whenD. L. Farnham visited a
Boston whip factory, and came back with notes aoout how he might make amachine for plaiting
whips. With Henry Douglas and Samud Lindsay, Famham tried to duplicate the machine he hed
s inBogton. Hiram Hill, another Westfield entrepreneur, followed suit in 1821, introducing an
improved plaiting machine from Providence, Rhode Idand. By 1860, Westfield boasted dozens
of whip-making factories, eaming itsreputation as the "Whip City." Other lesther goods such as
hamesses and shoeswere d<o produced in Westfield factories.

Another magor industry was cigar manufacturing. Taking advantage of leaf tobacco
produced in the Connecticut River valley towns around Westfield, manufacturers soon were
employing hundreds of workers making cigars. These new industries hel ped the town overcome
its tum-of-the-century dump. Population began to rise quickly.

Transportation as well as manufacturing increesed Westfield's progperity. In 1822,
Westfield's citizens gpproved the construction of the Westfield portion of a cand that would run
from the Connecticut River through Northampton, Easthampton, Southampton, Westfield, and
Southwick, to Connecticut. The proposed cand wasto link with aplanned cand from New
Haven to Southwick. The Farmington Cand project would cregte eighty miles of navigable
inland waterways. (Lockwood, Vol. Il, p. 283) In 1826, constmction began & the Northampton
end, and three years later the new cand was open from Westfield to New Haven (Lockwood,
Vol. I, p. 293). By 1835, the link between Westfield and Northampton was complete. The new

(continued)
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cand brought chegp trangportation of goods, giving Westfield adirect link to the sea

During the constmction of the cand, Westfield's population began to change. Irish
Immigrants were brought in to do the heavy labor of digging and masonry work required for
cand congtruction. Many of them sayed on to work in the new whip and cigar factories. From
the 1820s0on, Westfield's population would include more and more new ethnic groups
(Lockwood, Voal. I, p. 358).

The cand initiated abuilding boom in Westfield, with hotels, tavems, and warehouses .
congtructed in anticipation of the increased busness the cand would attract (Heyl & Hamberg, p.
9). Ore of Westfield's mgjor indudtries, the H. B. Smith & Company ironworks, was established
adong one of the cand baans H. B. Smith would later grow into amajor producer of boilersand
radiators.

Despite abrief flurry of initial profit, the new cand never achieved its prophesed
success |t was difficult to maintain, and quickly digplaced by the railroad, which used some of
the cand bedsand rights-of-way. (Lockwood, Vol. Il, pp. 294-298). By 1852, the Northampton
and Westfield Railroad had been formed to build anew rail linedong the old cand right-of-way.
The Cand Railroad was completed from New Haven to Westfield by 1855, athough the
Northampton branch hed not yet been finished. (Lockwood, Val. I, p. 317) While Westfield's
centrd busnessdistrict grew dong Elm Street, anew industria belt of activity paraleled the
new ralroad (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 9).

At first, the neighborhood immediately surrounding the Dewey House experienced little
change as aresult of Westfield'sindustry- and trangportation-induced boom. While the density of
deveopment rapidly incressed around the town center and a the Westfield River a itsjunction
with the cand, Squawfield remained a parsdly settled areauntil the 1850s An 1834 mep of
Westfield shows that Charles Dewey had few dose neighbors within the triangle endosed by
South Maple, Mill, and Wes Silver Streats. By 1855, nearly a decade after Charles degth, only a
dozen or 0 homes had been added to the neighborhood.

(continued)
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At his degth, Charles Dewey left an estate worth over $6,000. I1n addition to the house on
South Maple Street, which, dong with twenty-one acres of land, was listed in Charles Dewey's
probate pagpers as Charless homestead, Charles owned ahouse on Court Street and twenty-seven
agesof land in other parts of Westfield. His estate included a congderable amount of farming
equipment and livestock, including thirteen heed of cattle and ahive of bees (Probate Case
#3516, Hampden County Registry of Probeate).

Charlesdied childless, leaving his estateto be sold and distributed among his surviving
sgersand severd charities, including the American Home Missonary Society, the American
Seamen's Friend Society, the American Bible Society, the American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions, and the American Tract Society. (Probate Case #3516, Hampden County
Registry of Probate). Like many of his ancestors, Charles gpparently hed an affinity for religious
causss The Wedtfidd Newdetter of 13 January 1847 described the crcumaances of Charless
desth:

He wasat the temperance meeting at Mr. Davis donation party, theevening
before, but complained of feeling dull and low-spirited; and made the remark that
he would give any one a cow who wouldprocure him a horse and carry him
home. Upon apost-mortem examination, it wasfound that his heart was nearly
wasted away. Mr. D. was afarmer of considerableproperty, and by his will,
made afew years since, has devoted threefifths of hispossessions to benevolent
objects.

With the settlement of Charles estate, the house passed out of the Dewey family. James
Holland bought the property in 1848 from his executors. A physician, Holland (1815-1880) wes a
graduate of the University of New Y ork's medica school. Holland st up his precticein
Westfield in 1843, and became prominent in Hampden County medicd circles. Holland later
saved as asurgeon for the First Cavary during the Civil War. A prominent Westfield citizen,
Holland served on the committee to organize Westfield's bicentennia celebrations in 1869.
Holland dso sarved as Westfield's representative to the Massachusetts Generd  Court during the

(continued)
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negotiations for the siting of theNew Y ork and New Haven Railroad line (Lockwood, Vol. 11, p.
440; Taggart, Josephine Phdps, "Westfield Ingtitution™ in Janes, pp. 260-261; Encyclopedia of
Massachusetts, Vol. I, p. 177)

At the time of the Holland purchase, the Dewey homestead included land on both sdes of
South Maple Street, running down to the Little River, and encompassng about twenty-two acres.
Holland goparently did not live inthe Dewey House himsalf. The 1850 census Srows James A.
Loomis, athirty-two-year-old miller, occupying the house, dong with Maria A. Loomis (age 25),
Merrill A. Loomis (ege 6), James A. Loomis (ege 4), and AnnaM. Loomis (age 1). The census
indicates that JamesLoomis §. owned no red edate; thisis condstent with Loomisrenting the
housefrom Holland (United States Census, 1850).

Four years after buying the Dewey House, James Holland conveyed itto Gardner S
Burbank of Fitchburg. Itislikely that Gardner Burbank, like JamesHolland, wes an dosantee
landlord, for alater mortgage dead continues to list Burbank as aresdent of Fitchburg. For afew
years the house was back in Dewey family hands, when Burbank sold the property to Franklin S
Dewey in 1852

Franklin Seth Dewey (1824-1879), a descendant of Jedediah Dewey's son Danidl, began
his career as atailor. He left Westfield for California's gold mines in 1849, coming back eest to
live in New Hartford, Connecticut, before returning to settle again in Westfield (Dewey e al. Life
of George Dewey, p. 1021). Franklin gopearsto have been another absantee landlord; inthe 1855
Massachusetts Cenaus, afarmer named Josah Pomroy and his wife Phaboe gopear to be the
occupants of the Dewey House

Franklin Dewey held the house until 1858. During his 9x-year ownership. Franklin began
to sl off parts of Charles Dewey's homestead. By the time he sold the home to Alexander and
LauraMcNeil, the lot on which the house sat conssted of only around three acres. The McNells
moved into the Dewey house from just around the comer. The 1855 Massachusetts Cenaus ad
the 1850 United States Census show them living on Mill Stregt, where Alexander was afarmer.

(continued)
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The Dewey House gopears to have been occupied by two familieswhile the McNeils
owned it. The 1860 cenauslists Alexander, afifty-two-year-old farmer, and hiswife Laura, dong
with three children. Also occupying the McNeil housein 1860 were Chandler B. Rising, a forty-
nine-year-old whip meker, forty-two-year-old Philina(probably Chandler's wife), nineteen-year-
old Harriet and four-year-old Levi (United States Census, 1860). Itis undear whether the
McNells made any structura changes to the house to accommodate the sscond family.

In 1861, the McNeils sold the property to Macgah Taylor, who wes listed as abuilder in
the 1873 Westfield Directory. Taylor kept the housefor four yearsbefore selling to Russdl H.
Harris, listed as afarmer in the 1873 Westfield Directory. Harris kept the housefor only two
years salingitin 1867 to Froissard Whipple. The 1870 censuslists Whipple as a seventy-year-
old farmer. He shared the house with hiswife and Louisa Ruxavile [spelling uncartan—oensus
entry nearly illegible], aforty-year-old housskesper, and Louisas sevenyear-old son Hubert
(United States Census, 1870).

While Whipple occupied the Dewey House, the surrounding neighborhood experienced a
significant change. The ste of Benjamin Dewey's grist and sawmillswas chosen by Crane
Brothers Pgpar Company for itsmill when James A. and Robert B. Crane decided to move their
company to Westfield fromNew York Siatein 1868 (Smith, Edwin Ely. "Modem Industry” in
Janes, p. 367). Grandsonsof the famous Dalton, Massachusetts papermaker Zenas Crane, Robert
and James began their operations inawooden building. After afire destroyed the origind
structure, they replaced their plant with anew brick building. By 1870, Crane Brothers hed
congructed anew dam, amill pond, and abrick factory building for its operations. Crane
Brothers specidized inthe manufacture of bank-ledger, record, and "al linen" pgpers, linen-fibre
baskets, and machine belting, building aworldwide reputation for high-quality linen-based
papers (Everts, p. 951). They quickly expanded to add an upper mill dong Granville Road,
further west up the Little River from the dte of the old Dewey gristmill.

In 1871, Froissard Whipple sold the Dewey Houseto Emma Jane Turner for three
thousand dollars. Parhgps the seventy-one-year-old Whipplefound farming too strenuous. In the

(continued)
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1873 Westfield Directory, Whipple, who had moved to the corner of Spring and Washington
Stredt, is listed as awhip plaiter.

The Turner family held the Dewey housefor the next hundred years, residing inthe house
for nearly as long as the Dewey family did. Emmas hudband, Charles Turner, was afarmer for
the first severd yearshe occupied the house Other men by the name of Turner are dso listed es
living on South Maple Street during the 1870s, athough no house numbers are listed, 0 itis not
dear whether or not they were rooming with Charlesand hiswife Emma Luther N. Turner,
George W. Turner, and William B. Tumer are all listed as having their homes on South Maple
Streat.

By the time the Turners moved into the Dewey house, Westfield had grown into a busy
manufacturing community. Crossed by two mgor railroad lines, the town boagted a population of
around 8,000 residents. Westfield's primary employers were itsthirty-six whip manufacturers,
twenty-eight cigar factories, and its pgper factories. The 1873 Westfield Directory proudly
proclamed, " A large number of sores, representing diversities of trade, give its busness dreets a
city agpect, and everything betokensthrift and enterprise” (p. 5)

Through the 1880s, Westfield continued to grow. The 1880-81 Westfield Directory
describesthe town in glowing terms:

Thevillage isa lively bustling and thriving place, andwears an air of solid thrift
and substantial comfort, while itsbroad, handsome and well shaded avenues—
thickly adorned with stately elms, make it, especially inthe mild seasons of the
year, a delightfully inviting retreat.

... Westfield is not surpassed by any other village of itssize in New England for
natural beauty, business enterprise, and congenial society—all of which combine
to give promise to a bright andprosperousfuture, (p. 6).

Westfield's bright and progperous future was, by now, firmly grounded in industry, rather
than agriculture. Charles Tumer decided to abandon agriculture in order to participate in
(continued)
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Westfield'sindustrial prosperity. By 1878, Tumer was no longer listed in Westfield Directories
& afarmer. He had become aplater & Crane Brothers paper mill. Charles gpparently worked a
both farming and pgper making for awhile, snce the 1880 cenauslistshim, not as aplater, but as
afarmer (United States Cenaus, 1880). Charles Turner did anumber of jobs a Crane Brothers,
working as acarver from 1882 to 1887, then as apgpermaker from 1888 on.

In the 1880s, the Dewey HousE's neighborhood began to experience condderable
changes AsWestfield continued to grow, 9de strestswere opened up off Mill, South Maple, and
Wes Silver Srets—aone of them, infact, named after the Dewey family. The Dewey HousE's
open mral setting was transformed into a suburban neighborhood.

In 1904, Charles Tumer died, leaving hiswife and son, Frederic C. Tumer, occupying the
house. Frederic was aclerk a the First National Bank. Frederic moved out for acouple of years,
but returned to 81 South Maple Stret around 1913. By 1920, the household included Frederic's
wife, Effie H. Tumer, and the coupl€e's infant son, Ralph. Since the cenauslists Emma and her
son a8 having sgparate households, it ispossble that the house may have been informally divided
into atwo-family resdence around this time. While Westfield Assessor's records do not
officially list the house as atwo-family dwelling until 1965, censusand directory records indicate
that the housewas unofficially being usaed as atwo-family resdence long before that date.

By the end of World War |, the industries which hed fostered Westfield's growth werein
decline. The coming of the automobile meade the whip industry obsolete; a the same time, cigar-
making aso declined (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 15). In the neighborhood of the Dewey House, the
Crane Brothers Pgper Company changed handsin 1928 when Stevens Paper Mills bought both
lower and upper mills. The company continued in operation until 1980. The surviving complex
of buildings includes dructures ranging from 1870 to the early 20”™-century (Heyl & Hamberg,
Inventory Form #560).

During the Tumers day a the Dewey House, Westfield began to se itself as acity rather
than atown. By 1910, the town had amixture of ethnic groups making up its population,

(continued)
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including Czechs, Italians, Lithuanians, and Poles, in addition to the Irish who had settled in the
first half of the nineteenth century. Discussions of the question of acity charter wereraised in
1905 and again in 1914, but these early efforts were unsuccessful, with citizens rgjecting a
charter proposed by the date legidature. Finally, in 1920, acharter committee successfully
presented a proposd to Westfield voters, and the town officially becameacity (Adams, Janes R.
"Westfield History 1920-1940" in Janes, pp. 304-305). AsWestfield grew fromtown to city,
empty lots around the Dewey House continued to fill up with suburban resdences.

By 1933, Emma Tumer had died, leaving the Dewey House to her son Frederic, who by
now had been promoted to assdant cashier a First National Bank. By 1936, Frederic had died,
leaving Effie Turner awidow. In 1936, the Dewey House islisted in city directories as atwo-
family resdence, with Effie occupying one half, and Bryant H. Gardner, ateacher for the U.S.
Civilian Conservation Corps, ad hiswife Albertarenting the other half. While no occupation
wes listed for Effie Tumer in the 1930s she had goneto work as anurse by 1940, ether taking
up anew occupation or returning to one she had worked a before mcirrying. A series of tenants
occupied the other half of the home, mog of them clerica or professond workers, including an
accountant, abank treasurer, an enginesr, asdeaman, and a nurse

Throughout the mid 20"century, suburban homes continued to fill in the open lotsaong
South Maple Street, gradually increasing the dengty of the neighborhood. During the 1970s the
landscape immediately surrounding the Dewey underwent amore drastic change. Over the next
twenty years, the Dewey House becamethe lone amdl-scde resdentid structure, surrounded by
three large goatment complexes and a sarvice sation.

In 1972, Effie Tumer decided to sdll the house to Thomas Conlon, aloca developer. Mr.
Conlon sold the houseto the Wesem Hampden Historical Society for one dollar, on the
condition that the house be moved from its Ste S0 that the land could be deared for construction
of an gpatment complex. The housewas moved about two hundred feet west of itsoriginal Ste
on South Maple Strest and Stuated 0 that its setback remained the sameas on its original
location. The Dewey House ad its neighbor, the Victorian-style Grange building (originally a
school), serve as reminders of the neighborhood's 18%* and 19'M-cantury history amidst the
larger-scale modern buildings that now surround them.

(continued)
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The Westem Hampden Historical Society decided to restore the Dewey House as much as
possble to its gopearance shortly after its original congtruction. The Historical Society engaged
the sarvices of John Curtis, Director of Curatorid Staff a Old Sturbridge Village as a consultant.
Mr. Curtisand Hugh McCann, chairperson of the Historical Society's restoration committee,
conducted athorough study of the housein order to discover itsorigina configuration and
finishes. Fortunately, there was a congderable amount of structura evidence, not only for the
locations of walls and openings, but aso for paint colors and decoréaive finishes. Many features,
auch as doors, windows,fireplaces,and pandling were found ether sored on the property, or
intact beneath newer finishes. In the course of the housgsrestoration, great carewes taken to
document the physica evidence for the restoration and identify the ssmctura duesthat
influenced the restoration process.

Hugh McCann supervisad the restoration. Fundswere raised from individual donations
and from grants awarded by the Massachusetts Bicentennid Commission and Stanley Home
Products, Inc. Contractor Ernest Sattler of West Granville, Massachusattswas sdected, basad on
his experience in early American restorations. Throughout the restoration process, Mr. Sattler
was careful to leave evidence of the layers of finishes in many of the rooms, 0 that the house
now sarves as ateaching tool, not only for the building'sorigina use, but for the various
congtruction techniques used in the building, and for the tracing of the houseg's history. When the
Wegem Hampden Historical Society completed the project in 1977, the Dewey House became
the Society's first parmanent home as well as Westfield'sfirst (and only) authentically restored
colonia home open to the public.

The Historical Society decided to use the Dewey House as ateaching tool to educate
visitors, not only about 18"-century lifestylesand constmction techniques, but also about the
research and regtoration processesinvolved in retuming the Dewey House to its 18" -century
gopearance. 1n 1979, the Westem Hampden Historical Society received a Certificate of
Commendation from the American Associafion for State and Locd History both for itswork in
restoring the house, and for its use of the house as an educationa resource. Restoration
Committee chair Hugh M cCann noted, " To use the house for education was thought to be right

(continued)
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from the beginning." (Smison, Cynthia. "Opening doorsto our past.” Springfield Daily News, 6
Nov 1979)

Westfield is fortunate in having aconsderable number of surviving 18" -century homes,
including nearly twenty identified on the 1984 Historic Buildings Survey as dating from the
Revolutionary period or earlier. Houses of the period range from the grand 2 '/2-gory, five-by-
two-bay Sackett Tavem (c. 1776, Inventory Form #590), with its dassc Connecticut River
Valley doorway with its heavy swan's neck pediment, to more modest 1 V2-dory examples on
Honey Pot Road (c.1770, David Drake House, Inventory Form #550) and Old Feeding Hills
Road (c. 1790, Inventory Form#577). The 2 '/2-gory, three-bay wide Dewey Houseis
somewhereinthe middlein terms of 9ze and scde Of smilar constmction, though larger in
gze, isthe Alvin Fowler House a 39-41 Hessant Sireet (c. 1750, Inventory Form #98), which
shares the Dewey House's unusud plank wall congtruction. While some of Westfield'searly
18"-century homes have been dtered with the addition of synthetic sding, severd have well-
presarved exteriors. The Dewey House, however, isthe only fully resored home of itstime
period that is open to the public.

The Dewey Housgsties with descendants of Westfield's pioneering brothers remain
quite strong. Not only do membersof the Dewey family remain in Westfield, but aso family
members from all over the country are counted as mambarsin the Westem Hampden Historical
Society and havetaken an interest in the restoration and use of the Dewey House

Listing of the Dewey House on the National Register of Historic Flaceswould
accomplish severad godsfor both the Westem Hampden Historical Society and the Westfield
Historica Commission. Because the houseis Stuated on abusy sae highway (MA Route 10
and US Route 202), the potential for endangerment by encroaching commercid uses and
highway improvements is great. Designation as a National Register property would give the
Dewey House gredter protection if projects are planned using Siate or Federd resourcesthat
might adversdy affect the house. Designation would provide official recognition of the house's
role in Westfield's socid and architecturd history, and would make the house dligiblefor funds
for continued preservation and education activities. Desgnation would aso provide

(continued)
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encouragement for owners of smilar smcturesto use the Dewey House as amodd for research
and restoration activities. As one of asmal group of surviving colonid-era houses, the Dewey
House provides awell-researched example of both the interior and exterior of an upper middle-
dass 18"-century Westfield home.

Archaeological Signiflcance

Since patternsof prehigtoric settlement and subsgencein Westfield are poorly understood, any
surviving Stes could be significant. Prehistoric resources on the nominated property may contain
datathat identifies patterns of Native American landusein atemperate forest riverine
environment. Important information may be present indicating the role of Stes dong secondary
dranages of the Connecticut River to larger core aress dong the main branch of the river.
Regiond and/or seasond variability may dso be present between dtes and sscondary drainages.
Information may be present a dteson the property that contribute to reseerch topics focusing on
lithic tool assamblagesand chronologies, ceramic technology and style, and the andyss of
prehistoric exchange. While the Connecticut River provided aregiona north/south corridor for
trangportation and the movement of goods and idess, smdler drainegesincluding the Little River
may have played avital roleinasmilar function for an esst/iwest corridor covering amuch
andler geographicd area

Because the Josgph Dewey House was moved to its present dte in 1973, little if any
archaeologicd information found on the nominated property could contribute significantly to the
significance of the house. Any stmctura evidence rdated to the initial house dte or outbuildings
and occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) would be found & the origina dte of
the house. Structura evidence and occupationa-reated features reated to temporary homes of
the first English settlersin the areacould be significant by validating local ord tradition in the
aeaand providing physca examplesof the town's early settlement history.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Dewey House property is bounded as follows:

Beginning & an iron rod in the northerly line of South Maple Street, said rod being Bound #9 &s
shown on the 1839 County layout of South Maple Street, thence running:

North 89° 3' Wes dong South Maple Street adigance of 94.68 feet to apoint in said northerly
line a& land of Westfield Grange #20, Patrons of Husbandry, Inc., sad point bearing North 13°
30" Eadt and digant 149 feet from aniron pipe; thence North 13° 30" Eag dong land of sad
Westfield Grange #20 Patronsof Husbandry, Inc., adigance of 15205 feet to apoint a other
land of Thomas E. Conlon and Margaret C. Conlon; thence South 03° 30" Eadt adigance of
52.01' to apoint; thence North 86° 30" Eadt adigance of 75.00 feet to apoint; thence South 03°
30" Ea¢ adigance 100.00 feet to apoint in sad northerly line of South Maple Street; the last
three courses being dong other land of Thomas E. Conlon and Margaret C. Conlon; thence South
86° 30" Wes dong South Maple Street adigance of 25.00 feet to the iron rod a the place of
beginning. (Description taken from Hampden County Registry of Deads, Book 3761, Page 303,
from Thomas E. Conlon and Margaret C. Conlon to Westem Hampden Historical Society, 11
Dec 1972)

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary of the Ste is identical with the property lines indicated in the deaed to 87 South
Maple Street.

(end)
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 01000746 Dae Listed: 7/27/2001

Property Name: Josgph Dewey House County: Hampden State MA

Multiple Name

This property islisted in the National Register of Historic Flacesin accordance with the atached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusons, or anendments,
notwithstanding the Nationa Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.

Sgnature of the Keegper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

This SLR mekes a subgtantive change in the registration form by amending the Period of
Significance to reflect the Areas of Significance. The form definesthe period as 1735-1951 and
the Areas of Significance are Architecture, Socid History, and Settlement. The Statement of
Significance says that the house is important for its associaion with the Dewey family. The
Period of Significanceis anended to end with the date the Dewey family was no longer
asodated with the building - 1848 (Section 8, p. 10). The new Period of Significance (1735
1848) covers both architecture (for the building's original constructionand 19th century
changes), and includes the Dewey family association with the building..
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RICHARD K.SULLIVAN, JR.

MAY OR
City Hall Telephone: (413) 572-6200
59 Court Street Fax: (413) 572-6274
Westfield MA 01085 E-mail: r.sullivan@mail.ci.westfield.ma.us

March 8, 2001

Massachusatts Historical Commission

Attn: Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear MsSmon:;

| was pleased to hear that the Massachusatts Historical Commission is considering the
nomination of the Dewey House in Westfield, Massachusetts to the National Register of Historic
Faces. | an writing to lend my support to thisnomination.

| fed that the addition of the Dewey Houseto the listing would not only be invaluable to the
Dewey Houseitself in its efforts of preservation, but it would dso be avauable additionto the
Nationa Regider.

The Dewey House isthe only dwelling of its era (circa 1735) gpen to the public in Westfield.
With itsfireplaces,tools, and equipment for daily living, it provides apicture of lifeinthe
1700's that cannot be duplicated inthe dasssoom, in pictures, or inwriting.

Its genedogy reveds along list of prominent individuas who have held town office, served in
the Revolutionary Amiy, and have generdlly developed afrontier settlement into a flourishing
community. Someof thesewell known individualsinclude Admiral George Dewey, Melvil
Dewey, inventor of the Dewey Decima Sysem, and Thomas E. Dewey, Governor of New Y ork
and Presdentia candidate in 1944 defeated by Harry Truman.

The Dewey House hes an educationd program that consists of scheduled tours of the house by
al fourth gradersinthe city. Thisis conducted entirely by volunteers and is of no cost to the
dudents or the school system.

Listing on the National Register would help preservethis pricdess historic resource. Taking
caeof Americas history is of greet importance in order to protect the knowledge it can provide



for future generations. That iswhy | believe it would be agreat benefit to add the Dewey House
to the National Register of Historic Places.

Sullivan, J.
layori of Westfield



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

May 31,2001

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed plesse find the following nomination form:
Josph Dewey House, Westfield (Hampden), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support haes been received.

Sincerely,

a.

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Lawrence Brady, Wesern Hampden Historical Society
Michele Plourde-Barker, consultant
Richard K. Sullivan, X., Mayor, City of Westfield
Mildred Zombick, Westfield Historical Commisson
Westfield Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state maus'sec/mhc



Aut hor : Patrick Andrus at NP-WASO NRHE
Dat e: 7/24/01 833 AM
Nor mal

TO betsy.friedberg@ec.state.ma.us at NP--1NTERNETSubj ect: Re: Joseph Dewey House-
Message Contents

Betsy: | amreviewing the Joseph Dewey House in Westfield and I think
that the Period of Significance needs to be amended to reflect the
Areas of Significance. Period is defined as 1735-1951; Areas are
Architecture and Social History and Settlement. TheStatement of
Significance says its important for itsassociation with the Dewey
family. 1 think the Period of Significance should end with the date
the Dewey family was no longer associated with the building - 1848
(Section 8, p. 10). This period would cover architecture for original
construction and 19th century changes and include the Dewey family
association. I's this ok?

Patrick



