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Address 56 Everett Street
Historic Nane LaQ oi x- Mbsher House

Use: Present residential
Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 190A-1907
Source maps, directories, visual analysis
Style Colonial Revival
Architect George n. Clemence
Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboard
outbuidings JXVgQ™C. mh"M"O{A

Mgor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition God

Mo KK) Date -ydcy

Acesge Onl Q0. jg"S
Setting transitional residential/commercial

area

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci
ed. S Ceccacci
Organization Snnthbrldee Historical Com
mission
Date May 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable)

The LaCroix-riosher House i3 significant for its association with the

town's \AMEl(|d4ll] fia*)f3ith century reai estate development and. its stylish
Colonial Revival design. It meets National Register criteria A and C
at the Jlocal level and retains integrity of setting, location,
materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The

boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of
current ownership.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of
other buildings within the comraunity.

This large inposing Col onial Revival house is one of the few grand houses of it stype from
the turn of the century which are still intact in Southbridge today. Another large, elegant
Col onial Revival residence was built about the same period on Em Street next to the Town Hall
by CA. Paige. That house is no longer intact, a modern office building has been attached to
its front.' The Albert B Wells House (ca. 1904, Daniel H Burnham Chicago) i nthe Main Stree-
Historic District is the only other existing house of conparable size, design or inportance.

Characteristic of the finest Colonial Revival mansions of the day, this house i s broad inits
design with an expansive hip roof, elegant dormers with swan's neck broken pediments, |arge
wi ndows, deep porch and Classical ornamental details. Less common but not unusual for the
style is the broad cylindrical tw story corner bay.

Similarities between this house and | arge Col onial Revival houses i n Wrcester designed by the
wel | -known Worcester architect George H O enence, suggest that O emence may have been the

HSICRCL SANHCANE FExplain the roIe owers played in local ' ("% S%4 ! orran®1fmd the
bui lding relates to the devel opnent of the conmonity.

The LaCroi x-Mosher House was built by Joseph LaCr0|x who becarne the president of the Hyde
Manufacturing Conpany i n 1897. Founded by J. P Hyde about 1875, the conpany nade knives
in competitionwith other Southbridge cutlery firms Harrington Cutlery and Stephen Richard.
Like it scompetitors, the conpany prospered.

LaCroix had first worked with Stephen Richard and had even lived for more than a year with

the Richard famly. About 1835 he was persuaded to join Hyde's Conpany, bringing many of
Richard's tenpering secrets with him By 1894 he had gained one-eighth interest in the conpan}
Hyde sold nost of his stock in the conpany in 1897 to LaCroix and Myron B O enence. After
Hyde's death in 1897 the conpany continued to prosper.

In 1905 LaCroix's son, Arthur, age twenty-one was made an officer in the conpany which enployee
about 38 and produced sone 1800 knives a day. The son appears to have built a house next door
at 44 Everett Street around 1910-1915. Sone time during the 1920's Joseph LaCroix sold his
house and both the father and son occupied the house next door. During the late 1920's and
1930's, 52 Everett Street was occupied by |raMsher who becanme a vice president, general,
manager and treasurer of American Optical Conpany.

This house was built as an extension of the suburban estate district which had existed since
the early—19th century along the section of Main Street east of the central business district.
During the early—20th century nenbers of the town's important famlies and industrialists
occupi ed houses in that section. [r. A A N

(See Cont i nuation Sheet)
B BJ @Y and or  REFEHRANES

maps, atlases, directories
Pankiewicz, Philip R Nw England Cutlery, Hollytree Publications,
ca. 1985 pp. 153-154.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conminity: Fom No:

MASSAQUSETTS HISTORICAL  GChMIISSON Southbridge C-312
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name L"Croix-Mosher House
5% Everett Street

Indicate each item on inventory fonnwhidi is being continued below.

ARCH TECTURAL S| GN FI CANCE (cont ' d)
architect. During the 1890's denence kept an office i n Southbridge as well as one i n
Worcester. He also designed the Southbridge Arnory, the El mStreet Fire House (form

and most, i fnot all, of thebuildings fortheWrcester and Southbridge Street Railway
(1902-1903), including the Overlook Hotel i n Charlton.

H STCOR CAL SI GN FI CANCE (cont ' d)

Everett Street was first devel oped around the 1860's with a fewsmaller houses. Devel opnment
continued gradually i nthe 1870's with m ddle class houses. By 1898t he section of the
street which included this | otwas still undevel oped, although theatlas shows that it had beei
divided into lots. This was theonly grand house ever t ohave been built here.

Staple to Inventory form at botr.nm
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United States Department of the Interior
National Parte Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
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Nane Sout hbridge MRA
State Wor cester County, MASSACHEETTS
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National Register Attest
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PRCPERTY LaCroi x—Mosher House
NAME

MALTI PLE  Sout hbri dge MRA
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 15/ 89 DATE CGF PENDI NG LI ST:  5/31/89
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 6/ 16/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 6/ 29/ 89
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89000524
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ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM/CR TER A_
REVI EVEER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLRY' N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
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descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
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clarity
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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