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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site consists of earth and rock embankments eﬁclosing about

50 acres at the end of a natural plateau where the forks of the
Duck River converge. The earth and rock walls, which range from
3.6 to just over:H feet in height were constructed where the
bluffs along;fhe'fqﬁks of the Duck were not precipitous Jhe east
wall along the Little Duck is 1,094 feet long. The west wall runs
1,396 feet. along the bluffs of the Duck River proper. The south
wall was constructed 2,116 feet from one stream to another. The
so-called "north" wall is where the east and west walls converge
to form an entrance which consists of two pedestal mounds at the
ends of the east and west walls and two parallel "entrance" walls
which run into ‘the enclosure from the pedestal mounds, the west
-entrance wall beéing 214 feet long including 54 feet of a back
entrance wall forming a "cul-de-sac.” A ditch was located across
the entranceway and between the pedestal mounds and parallel
entrance walls. The walls have been damaged by earth and stone
removal, historic building activities, and erosion, but the above
description is considered fairly accurate, being based on several

early descriptions and drawings, and on an archaeological excavation
carried out by the University of Tennessee Department of Anthropology

in 1966.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\~ The 01d Stone Fort is one of the finest examples of a
prehistoric enclosure site in the Southeastern United States.
It is also the only site of its kind in North America that
has been extensively excavated and described in the recent
literature. Although early interest in the site was stimulated
by the idea that this structure was built by pre-Columbian
European exprrers (e g. Norse, Welsh), excavation by the
University of: TennessEe demonstrated that the details of
construction are very similar to those found in the Hopewell
enclosure sites of Ohio, and the C-1U4 dates from the walls
ranging between A.D. 30 and 430 confirm its construction during
the Middle Woodland period by Indians who had cultural ties
to the Hopewell culture of the Ohio ValleyNgThe function of
this and similar sites is still in question, but future
excavation here could solve this problem. Some of the walls
have been partially destroyed by historic depredations, but
the 1966 excavation at this site and future field work should
provide for one of the best restorations of this type of
site in the eastern United States.

The approximately 50-acre site is now parf of the 0ld Stone
Fort State Park, comprising some 675 acres, developed by the
Department of Conservation of the State of Tennessee.
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Cox, P.E., "Preliminary Report of Exploration at 0ld Stone Fort,

Manchester, Tennessee." Journal of the Tennessee Academy of
Science, Vol. 4, No. 1, 1929.

Faulkner, Charles H.,
The Excavation and Interpretation of the Old Stone Fort Coffee

County, Tennessee. Tennessee Department of Conservatlon Report
for 1967.
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Charles H. Faulkner, Associate Professor of Anthropology
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Department of Anthropology
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South Stadlum Hall, University of Tennessee
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law- *
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inqlusion ’
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Natxonal Register.
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