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The Cabin in Wildflower Woods was designed by Gene Stratton Porter and 
completed in 1914. It is located in the midst of ^primeval woods on the 
south shore of Sylvan Lake near Rome City, Indiana. The home is a two-story, 
rectangular structure with outside dimensions of 42' X 51'. The exterior 
walls are built of horizontal white cedar logs, stained in their natural colo 
and chinked with cement. The house has a cross gable roof and both a^center, 
straddle ridge chimney and a side slope, offset left chimney.

The north (front) and the north half of the east walls of the house are 
fronted with a two-story, L-shaped porch. A two-story, flat roofed porch als 
runs along the rear (south) of the house. The first stories of both porches 
have waist-high stone walls of plain and split fieldstone with verticle log p 
supporting the .second floor. The second stories of both porches have low, 
verticle, log^walls below the windows and log posts between the windows. 
They both have flat roofs, are screened, and served as sleeping porches in th 
summer.

All the windows in the home except in the living room and sun room are 
two sash with nne pane of glass in each sash. The windows in the main section 
are in pairs and centered. The sun room has two three-sash windows with mullIons 
and transom. The living room has one of the first picture windows in this 
section of Indiana.

A reception hall, living room, dining room, library, sun room, photograpii<£* 
darkroom, bathroom, and kitchen are located nn the first floor. In addition 
to the two sleeping porches, there are seven bedrooms and two bathrooms upstairs.

The entrance hall and dining room are paneled in wild cherry cut from 
the region, and various local hardwoods were used for the floors and woodwork 
of the other downstairs rooms. There are built-in, wild-cherry cabinets in 
the entrance hall and living room and built-in oak cabinets in the library. 
The upstairs floors are of oak, while the upstairs rooms are trimmed in maple 
and hard pine.

One of the most outstanding features of the house is the living room 
fireplace, which contains a number of carved stone Aztec Indian heads which 
were brought from Mexico by Mr. Porter. There are also plain and split field 
stone, fireplaces in the library, living room and in the one bedroom.

The house was originally lighted by gas and heated by gas burners in the 
fireplaces. After Mrs. Porter left this home permanently in 1919, the bath­ 
rooms and kitchen were remodeled, and electric lights were installed. Many 
of the original gas lighting fixtures were left in place. The important
features of the house remain essentially as they were built in 1914. A forma

n

flower garden, orchards, and a small stone pond are also located on the grounds. 
There was a large log gate house that burned long ago. A log ^garage and frame 
service building built after the Porters left the property are nearby.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gene Stratton Porter was Indiana f s most widely read woman author. Be­ 
tween 1895 and 1920 she wrote twelve novels, seven nature books, a book for 
children two books of poetry, one book of essays, and numerous magazine articles 
for Outing, Century, Ladies Home Journal, McCalls, and Good Housekeeping. 
Mrs. Porter is estimated to have a fifty million readers, and her works were 
Girl of the Limberlost, Michael 0*Halloran, and The Harvester, were made in­ 
to motion pictures by her own motion picture company were great box-office 
successes. Mrs. Porter was also a noted naturalist, photographer, and 
illustrator.

'In 1913 Mrs. Porter was already a well established author and naturalist. 
Much of her success in both of these fields was the direct result of the 
intimate daily contact she maintained with the magnificent Wilderness of the 
Limberlost Swamp which surrounded her home near Geneva, Indiana. However, 
by 1913 most of the swamp had been drained, and Mrs. Porter felt compelled 
to seek another site for her home and work. She was convinced that she could 
continue her work only when she was surrounded by an unspoiled natural setting. 
On the shores of Sylvan Lake near, Rome City,Indiana she discovered a primeval 
woods where a wide variety of wildflowers, trees, shrubs, and wildlife flourished 
Mrs. Porter at once recognized this spot as an excellent location for the 
continuation of her work and began to plan for her new home.

By 1914 the new "cabin" was completed and the Porters moved in. This 
fourteen-room home, designed by Mrs. Porter, was very similar to her previous 

home in-.Geneva. It was one of the most elegant and modern early twentieth— 
! homes ever built in that section of Indiana, and yet it still blended with 
its natural surroundings. The house was surrounded by 150 acres of land, 
some of it covered by virgin forest. Mrs. Porter left most of the forest 
untouched, but did plant some 3,000 rare roots, vines, and shrubs throughout 
the property. She also developed a formal flower garden, orchards, and a 
small stone pond.

Mrs, Porter continued her prolific writing career in her new home. During 
her six year residency she published three novels; Michael 0 T Halloran (1915), 
A Daughter of the Land (1918), and Her Father's Daughter (1921), one book of 
nature studies, Homing With the Birds (1919) and one book for children, 
Morning Faces (1919). Here she also continued her work as a photographer and
naturalist. In addition, a motion picture of her novel, The Harvester, was 
filmed on location at this home by her own production company. For reasons 
of health Mr, Porter left Indiana permanently in 1920 and moved to California. 
She continued to write in California until her death in 1924.
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In 1947 the state of Indiana was presented with approximately 13 acres of 
land containing the "Cabin in Wildflower Woods", the formal flower gardens, 
orchard, pond, natural glades, and virgin woods, Since 1947 the grounds and 
home have been maintained by the State of Indiana as the Gene Stratton Porter 
State Memorial.
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