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The Dr. Harry S. Graves House sjats on a fifty by one hundred and twenty feet 
corner lot in the small town of Hurley. Its height ranges from one and one half 
stories in the front to two and one half story in the rear. Exteriorly the only 
major change is a one story rear addition that was done in sympathy to the building's 
character. Although the structure does not lend itself to any particular design 
its vernacular architecture definitely relates to the Victorian period.

One such Victorian element is its highly irregular roofline which consists 
of numerous jerkinheads, levels and dormers. This type of arrangement is highly 
unusual. Another prominent feature is a rectangular type bay window with a mansard 
roof and two center windows with a mullion division. The structure's porch has also 
retained its period appearance with spindle supports, mansard roof and a key hole 
perferated motif.

The dwelling's fenestrations are for the most part rectangular in shape, double 
hung with two sashes and have lintel and slip sill surrounds. Clapboard and some 
shingles same as the building's siding while both asphalt and wood shinglings cover 
the roof. Some secondary features include two single stack chimneys and brackets 
under the smaller dormer's eaves.
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Each town has houses and buildings that relate to the craftsmanship and ideals 
of another time; these structures provide an aesthetic quality to the community. One 
such house in Hurley, is the Dr. Harry S. Graves House which has architectural 
significance for the city. Unusual design and well preserved appearance make it an 
interesting structure.

Another important facet is that Graves used a portion of his home for his medical 
office. This practice was fairly common in South Dakota and points out a way of small 
town life which has disappeared. The importance is that the structure provides an 
example of how the medical profession was carried on in rural communities.

Graves, who came to Hurley from Iowa in 1883, was the only doctor for this area 
for a long time. He had the house built in 1892 and occupied it until 1918. At this 
time Earl Rundell purchased the dwelling for $3,500; he owned the Chevrolet garage. 
A great many of the Rundell clan located in Turner County which points out an interesting 
settlement pattern that has one segment of a family locate in an area first soon to 
be followed by the others. The line of ownership then went as follows: Myrtle and 
Harvey Schell 1930-1946, Owen and Earl Rundell 1946-1952, Raymond Elliot 1952-1964, 
and Robert Sedelmeiers is the present owner.



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Anderson, Marie, personal interview, Hurley, South Dakota, 17 August 1976 with Scott

Gerloff.
Laking, Sam, personal interview, Hurley, South Dakota, 17 August 1976 with Scott Gerloff 
Stoddard, Witt., Turner County Pioneer History, Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Brown and

Sanger, 1931, Reprint Freeman, SD; Pine Hill Presss, 1975, 330 pp. Illus, Index.

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1___________

UTM REFERENCES

A|1.4| |6|5 t 4|9.3 t O| 14.719,318.2.0)
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

cl . I I I . I . , I I.I.I,.!
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

DJ . I I I . I . . 1 1,1.1,,
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Scott Gerloff, Survey Coordinator
ORGANIZATION

Historical Preservation Center
DATE

August 1976
STREET & NUMBER

USD Alumni House
TELEPHONE

(605) 677-5314
CITY OR TOWN

Vprmil1 ion
STATE

South Dakota
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National-Register Srryi certifyjEJiat-rt-la^s been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National PajJrService.

TITLE
Director, Historical Preservation Center

GPO 892-453


