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The Ford/Fsesch House hes been sltered somewhat throughout
the yesrs,

From & print in Harper's Magazine(1859) the house is zhown *
already covered with stucce. It was commen in the mid-19th
century to cover & house with stucco and then score the
cement to give the apresrence of stonework. Appsrently the
resr fecade was well protected from the wezther and therefore
never covered. This facade is the only side still showing the
originsl stenework, At the time of the etching the roof had
no Victorlien ornsmentation snd the portice in the front wes
en esrly 19th cetury one story full length porch. There wss

s small 14 story stone wing on the northeast geble end,
probebly & kitchen, It spnesrs the wing is on the southesst
geble end, but the sketch wss probsbly reverssd when
published in the megazine,

& photogrsph of the Ford/Fresch House, tsken sbout 1931,
shows the house much #s 1t appesrs todey. The roof i=s
Victorian with gsble end overhang snd breckets. The northeast
stone wing is now engulfed by e two story frsme addition.

The front porch is Victoriesn with scusre celumns end
bracksts, There is 2 bsy window in the southwest end. Windows
appear Victorien 2/2 sssh in the photo.

Currently the Ford/Feesch House hes only s small modern porch
ovar the doorwsy. There are five bsys with 2 center hall. The
windows are 6/6 sssh, Situsted esgsinst 2 hill the facade
closest the benk wss never stuccoed snd therefore indicates
whst the =sntire house once looked like. The stone kitchen
wing hes been extensively altered., Clapbozrd now covers up
most of this smell stone wing. The tall chimney on the geble
end of the wing is quite modern,

Although the Ford/Fsesch House was without modern plumbing

or electricity up until 1931, it has been =xtensively

eltered since then. Remodeling the house into two zpartments
in 1931 demsgzed much of the originszl interior., The renovation
cut the center hell in helf 2nd supplied the house with moder:
conveniences distressing most of the originel prneling. The
first floor plen, however, still retesins its originel form
of & center hsll =nd twoo rooms to either side., Recently the
antire first floor wes completely psgneled snd cerpated. The
s2cond floor wes not ss =2xtensively altered, but it has some
Victorisn renovstions,.

The State of New Jersey requested srtifscts from the Ford/
Feesch Menor House for the lew Jerssy Psvilion of the 1876
Centennlal Exposition in Philsdelphis where they were

on display.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Industry/Militery.

John Ford of Woodbridge was drswn to Morristown by
the offer of the oppertunity to develop &n iron forge a2t
Whippeny in 1710, His son, Jscob Ford, Sr., began buying
up lend for forges &#nd mining in the western highlesnds of :
Morris County sbout 1750. He bought lend in Mount Hope,
Hibernis, and in the present sresz of the Picatinny
Arsebsl, In 1768 he conveyed 22 plots of lend to his son,
Jecob Ferd, Jr., who built the Msnor House. (Colonel
Jecob Ford, Jr. was the owner of the Ford Mension in Morris-
town, bullt five yesrs sfter the Ford/Fsesch House,)

John Jecob Faesch, & native of Switzerlasnd who
migreted to the colonies 2round 1765, wes #n iren
menufscurer snd hed much to do with the building =nd
8etting up of the iron works at Chsrlotteburg, Ringwood,
end Long Pond. He was lured in 1772 to Mount Hope by an
sdvertizement which sought to sell or lesse neerby lsnd
and #n iron mine, Fresch lessed the lsnd znd mine from
Ford in 1773 and opersted en iron furnsce there until
his death in 1799.

During the Revolution the Mount Hope furnece wes
sctively engeged in producing shol shells, snd cannon for
the Continentsl Army. In @ letter which Faesch wrote to
Lord Stirling he ssked the lstter to use his influence
to obtein some contrects to be mede at Mount Hope furnace.
The letter was eventuslly forwsrded to the Continentel
Congreee Committee suthorized to contrzct for cesting
cannon, Their resction is unknown, but the next yesr the
New Jersey Legislature sdopted & resolution exempting
fifty men st Mount Hope from the general militery duty
draft. The resolution stated that lount Hope could meke
cannon, csnnon shot, refined bar iron, shovels, sxes,

&nd other implements, implying thet they were to be used
by the reb=ls.

Feesch, in 1777, through the personsl approvel of
Generel George Weshington, secured thirty Hesslen prisoners
whom he used #s wood choprers snd furnsce men, Being sble
to spesk Germsn ensbled Feesch sfnd his predominstely
foreign crew to employ these prisonars efficiently.
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"Hibernis Furnece snd the Surrounding Country in the
Revolutionery Wer.," Jose
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8. Significence (cont,)

Faesch, 88 an iron msster, wes & superb techniclan e&nd
there is little doubt £sbout his superior sbllity. Genersl
Timothy Pickering, Quertermzster Genersl of the American
Army, wrote in 1780 thet Fesesch's shells "sre slmost perfect.”

Faesch himself wss 2lected one of three delsgstes from
Norhtwest Morris County to the Constitutionsl Convention
which retified the Federel Constitution for New Jersey.

Feesch wes slso & county Judge, ¢ locel Grend Msster of
the F. and A.M. Yesons, #nd & Trustee of the Morris Acsdemy.
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