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1. Name of Property
historic name  BELMONT RAILROAD STATION

other names/site number BELMONT LIONS CLUB BUILDING

2. Location

street & number 1 COMMON STREET not for publication
city or town BELMONT vicinity

state MASSACHUSETTS code MA county MIDDLESEX code 017 zip code 02478

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this[**omination
« request for determination of eligibilrty meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Aneets o does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally™« statewide locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Mgiaature of certifying officiaiyjitle Judith B. McDBrr/ gy, Executive Director | Date
Hasiachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or F*eral agency and bureau

4. Natfbnal Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:
‘entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):

Date of Action



BELMONT RAILROAD STATION
Nanie of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private j<building{s)
_ public-local _ district
X public-State _site
_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from Instructions)

TRANSPORTATION: railroad station

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 1Q™ and EARLY 20** CENTURY AMERICAN:

Craftsman

Narrative Description

MIDDLESEX. MA
County and State

Number of Resources wtthin Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
.structures
_ Objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: club house, civic

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation fieldstone

walls fieldstone, cast stone, stucco

roof clay tile
other wood

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description n
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation
sheets)
L ocation/Setting

The Belmont Railroad Statior/Lions Club Building is located in the Town of Belmont which lies
eight mileswest of Bogon in eestem Middlesex County. It is bordered by Cambridge (est. 1636;
east), Watertown (est. 1630; south), Weltham (est. 1738; southwest), Lexington (1713;
northwest), and Arlington (1867; north). Bemont isa small (4.6 square miles, 2,992 acres),
densdy developed, primarily resdentia suburb. 1t conggs of generdly leve, fertile land, rising
to 341 feet & the top of Belmont (formerly Wellington) Hill inits northeasterly section.

The former railroad station defines the southem edge of Belmont Center which isthe town's
commercid and institutional hub. The Town Hall and Electric Light building are located
northwest of the station on the north Sde of the railroad tracks and embankment. The station
sands a the northwest comer of Concord Avenue and Common Stret, where it faces south
toward the latter. The dation is part of asmall, commercia and ingtitutional node that devel oped
a the intersection of thesetwo important roadways and the rail line. A smal park with aWorld
War memoria provides atransition between the station and itsneighbors. It aso provides long
gpproach views, setting the station of f to advantage.

Ste

The dation was constmcted as part of alarger project designed to relieve congegtion a the
heavily traveled a-grade crossing on Concord Avenue. In 1907, a Segp embankment was
congructed to carry the railroad tracks over Concord Avenue. Portions of the embankment are
buttressed with afieldstoneretaining wall topped by granite coping and a decorative cadt iron
picket fence. The gtation isbuilt into the south sde of the embankment west of Concord
Avenue. Concord Avenue pases under agraceful, arched bridge constructed of massve granite
blocks a shirt digance eedt of the dation. A smdler passthrough wes of the station alows
pededtriansto pessunder the tracks in safety. The various dements of the project are unified by
their masonry constmction.

The nomination includes the station building, the granite arch bridge, the pedestrian underpass,
and the embankment  between the two latter dements.

Architectural Style/Character-Defining Elements

The dation isan excdlent example of the rustic Craftsman Style that weas popular & the tum-of -
the-century for avariety of building types. Characterigtic featuresinclude the uncoursed
fieldstonefirststory, the haf-timbered upper story, and the overhanging red tile roof with

(continued)
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decoratively cut, exposad rafter ends. The design isdso characterigtic of small town railroad
dations of the period. Exterior dements that g0eek mogt clearly to the building's specidized
function are the gtairs and ramps that wrap around the south, eest, and west ddesto bring
passengers to the devated tracks and covered waiting platform on the north sde. All of these
dements are expressad as open colonnades that are flush with the exterior walls of the building
and are contained beneath the mainroof Except a the westem end of the Common Street
facade, the supporting members of the colonnade conss of squared, cagt gone columnswith
molded beses and capitals derived from the classical Tuscan order. Now painted dark brown, the
columnsoriginally gopeared in their naturd light gray color.

Materia s/Character-Defining Elements

The variety of materiads usad to congtruct the tation are typica of its styleand period. The red
tile roof is one of the station's mogt distinctive and visible fegtures. Thetileswere produced a
the celebrated Ludowici-Celadon Company of New York and Ohio. They were Imperial Spanish
in gandard clay red, with hips, ridges and decorative cresting of the same material.

Another key feature isthe random-laid, mortared,fieldstonef i r ststory that anchors the building
firmly to its Seeply doping embankment site. While the roofing tiles were imported, the
fieldstones were of local origin. Loca farmer David L. Thomas hauled those sones downhill
from nearby Highland Stock Farm on Bemont Hill to the station a the foot of the hill. Hisuse
of dray and horse to supply materids for arailroad gation illustratesthe rapidly changing
technology of the period. A total of 365 tones of dones were usad above ground, with additional
tonnage of larger, below ground foundation sones

The upper walls of the building are covered with roughfini shedstucco with decorative half-
timbering. Inmog aressthe half-timbering gppearsin arectilinear pattern that defines and
repeetsthe window pattem. Above the west end dairs, the timbers are laid inamore lively
pattem of verticals and diagonds that suggeststhe movement of the stairway.

According to a 1915 Bogton & Maine Railroad valuation survey, other materias ussd to
congtruct the building include soruce framing, granite block sairwaysa brick chimney with 6"
granite cgp and tiles lining, and cypress gutters. On the interior, panded wainscoting, and door
and window casings are made of ash.

Pan

The gation isbuilt on along ees-west rectangular plan. Asnoted above, the building core is
encircles by acovered colonnade that contains gently doping ramps on the south and west ddes,

(continued)
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dairs onthe eed, and awaiting platform on the northtrack Sde. Anintemal service gair runs
aong the ees wall. According to original building plans, the interior of the upper, track-level
story contained awaiting room in the westem half and abaggage room & the esstem end. The
centrd core of the station contained aticket office, men's and women's restrooms and a
dairway. An devator was planned adjacent to the baggage room. A bowed ticket office was
centered on the northwall and contained beneath the waiting platform.

It gppears that the south and east-sde ramps were primarily intended to bring passengers from
the ground level to the eest-end baggage room a track level. The west-dde dairs brought
passEngers to the waiting platform and west-end waiting room.

Generd Festures

The station rises to two stories on its primary Common Stret (south) side. The less visibletrack
dde (north) isone ory due to the degp dope of the embankment. Visually, the exterior condgts
of two sections. Thewestem half isendaosed by ahip roof The eedem half isenclosed by a
gable roof with an extended front (south) dope. Itsform isechoaed by the stair that ascends on
thewes sde. Thedistinctive red tile roof is one of the building's primary character-defining
dements

Exterior Elevations

South Elevation: The primary Common Street facade is covered by aramped colonnade that
rises from west to east. Contained benesth the mainroof, and flush with the outer wall surfaces,
the ramp skillfully interweaves interior and exterior goaces The floor of theramp is paved with
cad done blockslaid in adiamnond pattemn. The ceiling is covered with narrow matchboards.
The building wall behind the colonnade isfiel dstoneat the first story and half-timbered rough-
cadt ducco & the second.

The western half of the south facade isthree bays long. At the first story, those bays teke the
form of segmenta arch openings within the fieldstonewall. Theseregularly spaced openings
decrease in height from west to esdt reflecting the rise of the ramped corridor within. The arch
vousoirs congst of vertically placed donesof similar sze. A fourth opening & the west end
providesviewsof adair that leedsdirectly to the railroad tracks and waiting platform. The
duccoed and half-timbered second story continues the plane of the outer ramp wall. Here, three
nearly square window openings are aigned above the first sory arches. The openings contain
paired,fifteen-panecasament sash heeded by twelve-pane transoms. The windows are framed
by wooded gtrips that reinforce the rectilinear pattem of the half-timbering.

(continued)
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The eestem half of the front facade isfive bays long. Thefiddstonef 1 r ststory contains a single,
ssgmental arched door opening in the fourth bay from the west. It opensinto a recessd
vestibule which accessssfirst floor Sorege aress. The second story congsts of a colonnade
whose graduated openings reflect the ramped corridor that rises dong the entirefront of the
building, continuing the pattem established a the first story of the west half The openings are
defined by squared cagt sone columnswith molded caps and beses

Ead Elevation: Thefour bay, eest gable elevation istwo sories a its south end and one gory a
the north, reflecting the Segpnessof the embankment into which itissst. Herethe fieldstone
first story tapersfrom full height a the south end to afew courses a track-sde. Thewall carries
an open colonnade, smilar to that ssen on the south elevation. The colonnade rises to a half-
timbered gable. All but the southemmog of the colonnade bays were filled with concrete block
after passenger sarvice wes curtailed in the mid-20th century.

Wes Elevation: Like the eest end, the west end of the gation is &t into the embankment and
rises sharply from south to north. It iscovered by adair that rises to the north-sde waiting
platform. The stair condsts of acdosaedfieldstonerail that carries a colonnade and half-timbered
upper wall. The open south bay provides entrance to both the stair and the south devation ramp.
The dair roof condggs of along front dope and short rear dope, echoing the form of the east

gableend.

North Elevation: The one story north eevation rises from the top of the embankment and faces
thetracks. Then entire length is fronted by a covered waiting platform that is contained benegth
the main roofiand continues the colonnade details established on the other elevations. The
building walls behind the colonnade is centered on the gentle bow of the former ticket office.

Alterations:

The Belmont Railroad Station/Lions Club Building possessssintegrity of location, design,
setting, materids, workmanship, feeling and association. The primary south eevation facing
Common Street, and the west end elevation have not experienced any significant degree of
change The north (track-side) and eest ends of the perimeter colonnade were filled with
concrete block in 1973 due to vandaism and issues of liability.

In addition, the origina clay roof tiles have been replaced with red asphdt on the north sde.
Rock throwing and other actsof vandaism were encouraged by the cessation of regular
pasenger sarvice in the late 1950s, coupled with low public visibility and the seduded nature of
this reer elevation. Theresult was broken roof tiles that |eft the building open to the weether and

further damage.

(continued)
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The interior plan remains little changed, and interior goecesretain many of their origina fittings.

Bridge

Adjoining the railroad station to the eest isa sngle goan, filled pandrd sone arch bridge, 85
feet inwidth. Boththe intrados of the arch and the gpandrd walls are neetly coursed and the
voussoirs ae uniformly cut. Omamentation includes curved, stepped wingwalls, spandrd iron
coping, and an iron railing aop the coping. The bridge formerly carried the Central
Massachusatts Railroad on athird track, but the linewas consolidated with the rails of the
Fitchburg Division in 1952, the third track abandoned and the railsremoved. The two tracks that
remain in service carry the Massachusetts Bay Trangportation Authority's Fitchburg commuter
rail line. The 65-foot goan length makes this arch the third longest masonry arch on the
commuter rail sysem after bridges in Framingham and Attleboro.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stesare currently recorded on the property, Stesmay be present. Four
prehistoric dtes are located in the generd area(within one mile). Mogt of these Stes are
recorded dong the shordines of nearby ponds including Spy, Fresh and Little Ponds or dong the
Beaver Brook drainageto the wes of the nominated property. Ingenerd, however, the potential
for locating prehistoric sites on the Lions Club property islow. Environmenta characteristics of
the nominated parce are not well suited for mogt types of prehistoric Stes. Wetlands are not
present within 1000ft of the property and the embankment into which the railroad station was
built was congtructed in 1907. Previoudy, the railroad crossed Concord Avenue a grade. Given
the above factors and the small sze of the property (.01 acres), the potential for recovering
significant historic archaeologica resources on the property isaso low. Beyond the existing
railroad grade and tracks, which were presant prior to the congruction of the embankment and
gation, no other historic resources or land ue have bean identified for thislocation.

(end)



Belmont Railroad Station
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X.A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

X C Property emixxJies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

0 a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain ttie significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance
1907-1948

Significant Dates
1907-08

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is martced above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this fomn on one ormore continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
X_Loca\ government
_ University
X. Other
Name of repository:
Belmont Historical Society
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Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Criteria Statement

The Belmont Railroad Station complex is an outstanding locd landmark on both historical and
architectural grounds. Introduction of the Fitchburg Railroad inthe mid-19*h century played a
pivotal role inthe subsequent founding and development of the Town of Belmont. Asthe last of
four gationsto sarve Bemont Center, the dation building and bridge represent the consolidation
of rail service, and itsfull integration into the surrounding community through eliminafion of the
a-grade crossing with Concord Avenue. The gation thus meats National Regider criterion A.
The station dso meetscriterion C as ahighly digtinctive example of Craftsman-influence
architecture that compliments its surroundings and provides awell concaived transition between
the commercial and governmenta  buildings of Belmont Center and residential neighborhoodsto
the south. In addition, its form and plan ae representative of turn-of-the-century railroad dtation
design.

The station complex possessesintegrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and associations. 1t is important on the loca leve with a period of significance that
extendsfrom its congtruction in 1907-08to 1948, the fifty year cut-off date established by the
National Register. Under the ownership of the Bemont Lions sncethe mid-1950s, the building
hed maintained ahighly visiblerole inthe life of the community and continuesto meke avital
contribution to Belmont's unique character.

Historical Significance

Belmont was incorporated as atown on March 18, 1859 from parts of the surrounding
communities of Watham (1738), Watertown (1630), and West Cambridge (1807). The-act of
incorporation was largely the result of successvetransportation changes that improved acocess to
the Belmont areaand stimulated dow but seedy growth. The process culminated inthe mid-
19th century with the introduction of rail service which had far more profound effect than any of
the preceding roadways.

Mogt authors of Belmont history have recognized the primary role played by the railroad in the
edablishment of the town. Middlesex County historian and former Belmont resdent Thomas W.
Davis dated that:

"No town in New England, unlessit be arailroad center, owesits exigence

& adigtinct municipality more directly to railroad enterprise, than doesthe

town of Belmont."

(continued)
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Current town historian Richard Betts echoed that observation:
"No town in New England owes its exigence more directly to the railroad than
Belmont...The railroad [of 1843] madethe purdy agricultural community
available for resdences of well-to-do Bogtonians, and they rapidly took advantage
of the opportunity.. .the picturesque former Boston & Maine Railroad Station...
was erected in 1907 when the grade crossing & Concord Avenue and Common
Street was eliminated and the underpass constructed.”

During the Colonial period, present-day Belmont was alightly inhabited and rather remote
agricultural areawes of Boston. It was crisscrossed by anetwork of roadsthat connected early
communities like Watertown (1630), Concord (1635), Cambridge (1636), Lexington (1713) and
Wadtham (1738). The few early houseswere located adong those roadways which included
Common, Fleasant, School, and Washington Streets.

The Concord Turnpike of 1803-04 (now Concord Avenue) provided adirect, well maintained
link with Cambridge and Boston and <0 represented amajor improvement to the existing road
sysem. It encouraged devdlopment of afew small-scae indudries like blacksmiths and
whedlwrights, dong with public accommodations in the form of hotels and taverns. In
undoubtedly improved businessfor the existing Wellington Tavern of 1799 which sood neer the
intersection of the Turnpike with Plessant and Common Streetsinwhat is now Belmont Center.

By the 1840sBemont had achieved a population of about 125 families, but remained abucolic,
lightly settled agricultural community whose economy was basad on market gardening. Local
farmers supplied surrounding towns, including Boson and Cambridge, with fresh fruit and
vegetables. Strawberries were one of the principal crops. 1n addition, severa wedthy
Bogtonians established notable summer edatesinthe area Both market gardens and summer
edates were directly related to improved connections with Boston.

Condruction of the Fitchburg Railroad through present-day Belmont during this decede
dramatically changed the fortunes of the would-be town by further improving the Boston link
and making Belmont more accessbleto the city" rapidly growing population. The Fitchburg
line originated in 1841 as a private venture by Frederick Tudor to connect his Fresh Pond Ice
Company in North Cambridge (at the Belmont town line) with his wharves on the Charlestown
Sde of Boston Harbor.

In 1843 the Fitchburg Railroad obtained a charter from the Massachusstts legidature to operate a
rail linethat would link the state capitol and regiona hub in Bogon with the thriving industrial
center a Waltham, and thence westward to Fitchburg. To simplify the process, the principals
took over Tudor's existing "lce Railroad" which dreedy spanned approximately half the
distance.

(continued)
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A topographica survey determined that the most advantageous westward route from Fresh Pond
would pess through the present-day Belmont. Specifically, this route procesded northwesterly,
on acourse paralld to the 1803 Turnpike, then tumed southwesterly, following the southern foot
of Wellington (now Belmont) Hill and the course of Beaver Brook onward to its confluence with
the Charles River in Watham. Had it not been for Tudor's pre-existing line, the Fitchburg
Railroad would amogt certainly havetraversed more populated aressaong the banks of the
Charles or Mysticrivers.

Two dations were established a presant-day Bemont Center and Waverley Square where they
saved severd small residentia endavesof distinctly different character.  Theflatlandsaround
the latter were subdivided into smdl lots by aland company, while the hillsdesof the former
atracted wedlthy individuals who built large etates. Window Homer, who sayed a the
aumme houseof his uncle, William Hagg, was one of severd artigts who cameto Wellington
Hill in the mid-19th century.

By 1854 the populationof Belmont had increased sufficiently for 126 resdents, led by Charles
Stone, to petition the Sate legidature for incorporation es anew town. The name Belmont was
suggested in honor of John Perkins Cushing's grand 1840 edtate Bellmont. Theinitial petition
failed as did severd ensuing attempts. Suoccess was finally achieved on March 19, 1859 after the
Belmont Congregational Society was established and achurch erected on Concord Avenue in
answer to one of the main arguments againgt incorporation.

Belmont Center hes been served by four railroad stations whose design and scale reflected depot
architecture of the period as well asthe character of the town they served. All good in the
vicinity of the present gation building. Little isknown of the first station which was condructed
soon after 1843 and dedroyed by firein 1851.

The second dation was a diminutive wood-frame structure of picturesque, octagond design that
originated as a schoolhouse in the early 1840s After 1851, itwasfirst rented, and then soldto
the railroad. After it was replaced by anew sation in 1879, the schoolhouse/depot was moved to
the nearby Underwood edtate. 1n 1981 the Belmont Historical Society moved it to asmall town
park across Common Stret from the present station, in one of Belmont's mogt ambitious
preservation efforts.

Thethird Bedmont Center station was constructed in 1879 on the eest Sde of Concord Avenue,

south of the railroad tracks. It was amuch larger, two story wood-frame building that was

dedgned in ahandsome Victorian Gothic style. 1t was described in a Report by the Board of

Sdectmen as "a handsome and commodious depot.” When it was replaced in 1907-08, the 1879

dation was moved southward on Concord Avenue and converted to use as atenement house
(continued)
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While in service, however, the third Fitchburg Railroad Station wasjoined by a amdler gation
congtructed to sarvethe 1881 Massachusetts Central Railroad whose tracks pardlded those of
the Fitchburg Railroad. Thetwo dations were accompanied by an atended gatehousethat stood
between the tracks. The gatehouse and attendant recognized the dangerous congestion a the
Concord Avenue crossing. The rapidly worsening problem resulted from introduction of the
seoond rail line, increased numbers of carriages and streetcars, and the beginnings of automobile
traffic.

The bridge was congtructed as part of the 1906 grade-crosing elimination program in Belmont.
As early as the 1870s the Board of Railroad Commissoners lamented the number of grade
crossings being condructed on new lines. In 1890 the Commission introduced abill which
became the Massachusetts Grade Crossing Elimination Act. Under the terms of the act, any
municipality could petition the Railroad Commission for the remova of arailroad grade
crossng. In the Commission granted the request, costswould be gpportioned between the
railroad (65%), the Commonwedth (25%) and the town or city in which the crossing was located
(10%).

The Fitchburg Railroad wes ebsorbed by the Boston & Mainein 1902. Thisfollowed atypical
pattem that occurred throughout New England and the nation as larger and better capitalized
lines absorbed small local linesto create nationa networks. The new owners quickly initiated
plans to improve the at-grade crossing.

In 1906 the B & M offered the idea of devating the railroad tracks above Concord Avenue and
other intersecting roadways <0 that Street traffic could pass benegth. The first proposal wes for a
ded girder bridgeto carry the tracks over the street. Thisutilitarian solution did not find favor
with Belmont leederswho successfully lobbied for amore aesthetically pleesng atemative thet
would better suit the progperous residential character of the town.

The strikingly handsome low-arched masonry bridge that still distinguishes the southem
approach to Belmont Center results from the efforts of severd of thetown's dder dateamen
including Henry O. Underwood and Edwin Atkins. Similar efforts occurred in other
communitiesthat recognized the importance of railroads as loca gateways and the key rolethey
played in egtablishing impressons of community character.

The graceful granite arch bridge was part of an ensamble that dso included an embankment with
pededrian passthrough and the present station. Ingranting provisona approval, the date
Railroad Commission described the grade change project thus:

(continued)
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"At Bemont, they proposed that the tracks of the Fitchburg and Massachusetts
Centra divisions, which run from thisdistrict, dose besde one another dthough

a present provided with sgparate gations, shall be raised far enough to allow Concord
Avenue and other dreets centreing [sic] & Belmont station to pess undernesth.

The plan includes a handsome gone-arch bridge for carrying the tracks over the
dreets, and anew dation westerly of the point of crossing, instead of on the
dteseagerly of the crossng that are dready used for dation purposes™” (Boston
Transcript, Febmary 2, 1907)

As noted above, the railroad played apivotal rolein the founding and subssquent development of
thetown. Asthe lagt of four Sations to sarve Belmont Center, this building represents the
consolidation of railroad service, and itsfull integration into the surrounding community through
eimination of the a-grade crossing. Together with the contemporary embankment and granite
bridge, the station condtitutes a notable example of community design, and makes aproud and
unified statement about the solidly conservative residentia character of thetown they servedin
the early 20th century.

Architectural Significance

The Belmont Railroad Station isa highly digtinctive piece of Craftsman-influenced architecture
that complements its surroundings and provides awell-conceived transition between the
commercid and govemmentd buildings of Belmont Center and residential neighborhoods to the
south. Itislarger and more daborate than any of its other predecessors and isthefirst of
masonry congruction. Although origina drawingsof the station have survived, the
unfortunately do not specify the architect.

The architectura quality of the Belmont Railroad Station has been recognized by many sources.
For example, the Massachusatts Historical Commission's Blmont Town Report notes that
Belmont Center developed "around anotable Victorian town hall and depot.” Similarly, the
comprehensve, community-wide Belmont survey conducted in 1982, evaluated the station as "A
pivotal smcture in the proposed extenson to the Hleesant Street Higtoric District” and es
meeting the National Regigter criteria on an individual bassas well. Specific agpects of its
desgn dso illustrate generd trends in the evolution of railroad tation design. Key dements

include the ramps and stairways that encircle the building to bring both beggage and pessengars
from gtreet to track level.

(continued)
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Modern Period/Bemont Lions Club

Bemont train service pesked inthe 1920sand then entered along period of decline and trucks
usurped freight business and persond automobiles stole pessenger traffic. This scenariois
typical of ralroads through the Stete, region, and nation. By 1934, the daily average of
passengersboarding a Belmont Center had dropped to about fifty.

The mid-1950s mark the beginnings of the station's modem history. At that time, the railroad
initiated plansto demolish the gation. Their god was to replace it with a Smple concrete block
simcture, or to find abuyer and avoid the cogt of demolition. Fortunately, the Belmont-Lions
Club gepped forward to purchase and preservethe historic Sation building.

The Belmont Lions Club was organized on May 27, 1948 as the I0Qth Lions Club in
Massachusatts and the fourth service club in Belmont. The earlier Belmont organizations were
the Rotary, Town, and Kiwanis Clubs. The original group of 26 charter mambersinitially metin
private homes. On August 20, 1948 they formally adopted the Belmont Women's Club &s their

headquarters.

Less than eight years after their formation, on January 6, 1956, the Belmont Lions Club
announced that they had purchased the Belmont Center railroad gation from the Boson & Maine
Railroad. Anarticle inthe Belmont Citizen described the Lions as a " non-profit civic service
corporation” and noted that they intended to renovate the building as a meeting place for the club
and a center for both club and community activities. The article dso Sated that:

"The Bemont station hes fallen into condderable disrepair and has been the
victim of much juvenile vanddism sinceit hes ceasad to be used actively as
adation. Itishoped that once Belmont's youngdersand their parents
redlize the building is now the property of a local group dedicated to the
sarvice of teenagersand needy adults, that such expendve depredations will
gop. All the money gpent onthe repairswill be that much lessfor nesded
loca projects.”

When the Lionsheld an open housein late November 1956, the Belmont Herald reported that
Belmont was one of only two clubs inthe Satethat owned its heedquarters. (Herald, 11/15/56)

In the fall of 1957, the B & M petitioned the State Department of Public Utilities to discontinue
pasenger sarvice & all of its gationswithin the MTA areg, including the Belmont and Waverley
dations. Vice-Presdent of the railroad, G.F. Glacy, testified that the B & M could no longer
compete with the low rates and frequency of service offered by the publicly subsdized
Metropolitan Trangt Authority:

(continued)
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"The B & M can no longer continue the wasteful duplication of transportation

a the 26 gations on itslines in territory served by the MTA where the Bostion

and Maine isno longer competitive in ether fares or frequency of service, ad

the Boston & Maine can no longer afford to fiimish passenger service which hes
virtually no patronage and which hes been operated only because of cusom and
without reference to public necessity.” (Belmont Citizen clipping, "B & M Would
End passenger Savice Here" 9/27/57)

Pessangar service wiss curtailed soon thereafter. Limited commuter service from Belmont to
Boston was reingtituted on march 4, 1974 during a severe energy crisis, and continues today .

(end)
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city or town Bogton state MA .Zipcode 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the follovring items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Belmont Lions Club / Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
street & number 1 Common Street / 10 Park Plaza telephone 617-484-9816 / 617-222-5000

city ortown Belmont / Boston state MA zip code 02474 /102115
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benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).
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Boundary description

The nominated property is delinested on Assessor's Map #31, lot #11 of the Town of Belmont.
It includes the Belmont Railroad Station, its passenger platform currently in use for commuter
traffic, and the adjoining Concord Avenue bridge on the eest Sde of the platform.

Boundary justification

The nominated railroad station and its adjoining platform is still currently used for MBTA
pasenger traffic on the Fitchburg branch of the commuter train system. Portions of the platform
rest atop the adjoining Concord Avenue bridge that was built as an unimpeded grade crossingin
1906 as part of the entire Sation complex.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Taken by Candace Jenkins, 1998
Negativesin collection of Ms. Jenkins

Photos 1, 2 (8 X 10), photos 3, 4 (3 x 5)

1. Depot, facing NW (Jduly 1998)
2. Wed and south devations, facing E (March  1998)

3. Plessant Street bridge, facing S (February 1998)
4. Bridge, facing N
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

October 23, 1998

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Bemont Railroad Depot, 1 Common Street, Blmont (Middlesex Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State

Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

encloaure

cc. Bemont Lions Club Building Committee
Candace Jenkins, Preservation  Consultant
William R. Skdly I11, Chair, Belmont Board of Sdectmen
Lydia P. Ogilby, Chair, Belmont Historical Commisson
Edward Jones, Presdent, Belmont Lions Club
Jeffrey Wheder, Town Flanner

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
'Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website: w\vw.magnet.state ma.us/'sec/mhc



