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N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic - single dwelling
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Commerce - department store
Government - town hall
Religion religious facility
Funarary - cemetery
Transportation road related

Education - school

7. Description

Architectural Classification
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Colonial - Georgian
Eariy Republic - Federal
Mid-19th Centurv - Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Contributing

Bristol, MA
County and State

120 31
32
39

196 33

Number of contributing resources
in the National Register

Current Functions
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Domestic - single family
Religious - religious facility
Governmental - town hall
Funerary - cemetery
Education - library
Landscape - park
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Materials
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foundation granite

walls clabboard

roof asphalt

other wood
brick
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Assonet National Regider Historic Digtrict isawell preserved and compact village center
located & the point where the Assonet River empties into Assonet Bay. S in therolling hills of
outheestern Massachusetts coagtd areg, immediately north of the industria city of Fall River,
Assonet isthe larger of two distinct village centersin the town of Freetown. Thesmall
community developed in the last yearsof the seventeenth century along the crossoads formed
by major travel routes. North/South Main Streets and Water/Elm Streets, with Mill
Street/Howland Road joining nearby. Clugtered around the focal intersection known as Assonet
Four Comers are the village's municipa buildings, memoria marker, and dtesof the former
commercial center. Radiating outwards are industrial remains and structures relating to 19th
century boat building aong the Assonet River, two excdlent examples of gone bridges from the
beginning and end of the 19th century, and afine collection of housesdating from c. 1720 to the
mid-20th century. Onthe edgesof the district are an intact cattle pound built into anatural bl uff,
atextile mill built over the remains of the town's earliest saw mill, and the Town Cemetery.

The districtis characterized by frame construction, and dl buildingsare clad in clapboard or
shingle except the brick municipa Fire Station, 3 EIm Street (1947, Map # 3) and a masonry
industrial complex. However, the abundant granite isvisible everywhere, asfieldstonein the
donewallsthat are aprominent dement of the Streetscapes, and the locally quarried fence posts,
retaining walls, gairs and generdly massve foundations.

The mgjority of contributing buildingsin the district are sngle family houses and someof the
non-domedtic buildingsare d<o & resdential scae, such as the Hathaway Library. 6 North Main
Street (1895, Map # 38), and the former Pegbody Store. 1 South Main Street (1869. Map # 78).
The Town Hall. 3North Main Sireet (1888. Magp # 33, MHC #A-14, Photo # 7) and three
churcheswere designed a ingtitutional scae, but fit gently into aresidential context. Remaining
exceptions are the industrial buildings. Buildings are sited on modest to larger lots and obsarve a
vaguely defined street-ling, athough severd are dted a the rear of the lotand afew are placed
close tothe strest. Many of the housesretain their bamsor carriage houses, others have newer
garages. The majority of the district's buildingsare endosad with gabled roofs, three housesand
the Village Schoolhouse 5 North Main Street (1794/1906. Map # 35, Photo # 7), have hip roofs
and there are two early gambrd-roofed houses. For its Sze, the district contains a remarkable
number of buria grounds—three family graveyards, and apublic cemetery.

A principa landscgpefeeture of the digtrict isthe changing agpect of the Assonet River, which

flows SQuih and west to bisect it. Visible as amill pond and falls eedt of the Window Dam.  Mill

Street (1695, Map # 31.4) it narrows and is hidden by its banksaong Mill Street, then reemerges
(continued)
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as anarrow mill pond a the western end of Mill Street where it flowsover the falls, then under
the EIm Street Bridge (1822, Map 7, MHC # A-900). At thispoint it widens steadily, and, asthe
land on the south sde of Water Street and the north Side of The Laneisopen, itisvisible assa
usualy placid stream, occasionaly edged by gonewalls, and & other placesby alow vegetated
margin. Hathaway Park. Water Street (c. 179051965) located & itswidest point in the district,
provides public access to theriver.

Possbly the largest agh tree in Bristol County sandsin the yard of the Elder Philip Hathaway
House. 23 South Main Street (1792, Map # 94, MHC # A-26) while avery large black walnut
tree islocated acrossthe Sregt a the J. Pegbody House. 26 South Main Street (c. 1850, Map #
9, MHC #A-25). Two endangered goedesof ground-covers, the princess pine and cregping
jenny, are found throughout the district, often in conjunction with the indigenous white pine
trees.

An important feeture of the district isitslinear planning. The long, unbroken development dong
Water Stret and the historic trangportation routes is infrequently intersected by cross streets and
only occasionaly interrupted by cul de sacs Thisresults inasomewhat dense development
pattem without traditional shorter blocks and right-angle intersections. The gentle hillsforming
the Assonet River valley crossed by North and South Main Streets, the high rocky outcropping
incorporated into the Cattle Pound. High Street, (c. 1705-1790, Map # 106), and the many
mature shede trees found in the 9de and back yards of the residential properties dso help to
define the character of the district.

Thedidtrict retains much of its 19th and early 20th century gppearance, with amix of
architectura styles. There is markedly lessbuilding in late nineteenth and early twentieth
century sylesthan in those of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, giving the
district adecided tilt towards the Georgian and Federd periods. Although a good number of the
buildings have been dtered, mog retain basic design integrity. Water Street in particular retains
nearly al of the buildings shown onthe map of 1871, with only afew erected thereafter. The
extensve docks and wharves a the river front have al but disgppeared, but the granite retaining
wallsthat line the river are remarkably intact. The known architects of the district are Charles C.
Marble, aNew Bedford contractor who designed and built the Town Hall. 3North Main Strest
(1888, Map # 33, MHC # A-14), and Ebenezer Fierce who designed and built the Congregationd
Church. 9 North Main Street (1809. Mg #37, MHC #A-11, Photo # 7).

The Assonet Historic District contains atotal of 229 resources 196 contributing, including 120

buildings, 39 structures, 32 stes, and 5 objects; and 33 noncontributing, including 31 buildings

and 2 gructures. The many archeological Stes, together with the concentration of private

cemeteries, contribute to the high number of dtes, while the many character-defining gone walls

and beautifully desgned wood and iron fences lining the roads add to the number of structures.
(continued)
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Most of the commercia buildingsand the industrial buildingswhich operated on water power, or
produced goods no longer manufactured locally have bean demolished. While these demoalitions
introduced significant ggpsin the village fabric, they have not typically bean filled with
inagppropriate replacement buildings. Most new construction hes continued the modest scale and
siting established in the nineteenth century.

Contact Period (1500-1620)

ft isthought that much of the present day road sysem follows paths ussd by the native peoples
of the area. A north south route to Acushnet pardlded the Tauton and Assonet Rivers, now
North and South Main Streets. 1t weas intersected by atrail from Assonet Bay essward to Long
Pond which crossed the Assonet River & Eim Street. A trail over what isnow Mill
Street/Richmond Road and Sab Bridge/Chase Roads met the eest-west trail neer the ford.

First Settlement Period (1620-1675)

In 1659 twenty six Plymouth Bay resdents bought from the local native leedersthe large, virgin
tract of upland meedow thereefter called the Freeman's Purchase. Divided into lotsthe following
year, sttlement did not occur in earnest until the 1680s The lot alocations, however, affected
the orientation and layout of properties dong the pathways. The boundaries of the original
purchase divisions can be traced in today's property lines, and the private ownership of dl the

land had consequencesin the development of the town.

Colonial Period (1675 - 1775)

Native pathways improved by settlers gopear to include what is now North and South Main
Strets Mill, Richmond Roads, and High Streat in regponseto the small settlement & Assonet.
There was probably abridge carrying South Main Street over the Assonet River, said to be old in
1745. Elm Street, however mugt have remain unimproved, s it does not gppear on the mgp of
1794, the main route to Eagt Frestown being Mill Street/ Forge and Howland Roads. There is
evidence that Water Street existed as apath before 1685.

The foundations of the first mill erected on the Assonet River survive, the c. 1695 Window Dam
and Saw Mill. 31 Mill Strest (Map #31.1,31.2). Indeed, the mill's still extant fieldstone
foundations including an arched opening for thetail race, and stone-lined river bank currently
support a20th century industria building. TheOld Locust Street Bridge abutments (date
unknown, Map #31.3) remain to indicate the former location of the bridge. In the 17th, 18th and
19%th centuries ahouse (1706) and afulling mill were built on the south sde of the mill pond and
agrist mill onthe north sde. All ae now demolished. The still extant Tisdde Dam builtin
1710 & the intersection of the Assonet River and EIm/Mill Street (Map # 18.1) was assodiated
with agrist mill (Map# 18.3) on the northwest bank for "Indian com™ and ca 1810a saw mill

(continued)
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(Map # 184) and later abox board and shingle mill on the southeest bank. Evidence of the Ste's
active use through the 19th century is both photographic and physicd, athough the dam may
have been successvey rebuilt. A cagpgtan or turbine sands near the dam on the south bank of
the river (Map# 18.2).

The houses the first settlers built between 1659 and 1719 do not remain. Probably the oldest
surviving house in the district isthe Window/Dean/Aunt Kate/Peabody House. 10 South Main
Street (c. 1720-1725, Map# 84, MHC # A-21, Photo # 1). Thewell presarved 1 12 Story,
gambrel-roofed house is saven bays long by a narrow two bayswide. A 1 12 story gable-roofed
ell was added to the rear and is placed to the dde to form aBeverly jog. The rhythm of the
facade's fenedtration and door placement suggedts that it could have been afive-bayhousewith
additions a both ends, while acentra chimney sack reinforcesthis inference. The smplesix-
pand door is surround by half-length sidelights. The upper floor, which contained alarge hall in
the 19 century, islit by three quite small pedimented dormers. The housgstight eaveslineand
simplicity are characteristic of Colonial period building.

A seoond 1 12 story gambrel-roofed cottage, the Peerce’Tew House a 3 The Lane (c. 1738
1740, Map # 108, MHC # A-31), isonly three bayslong, with achimney inthe first bay, aform
known as athree-quarters Cgpe Cod cottage. A porch was added to the facade ¢. 1920. Two
pedimented dormers are symmetrically placed. Both these houses haveminimal omamentation
around doors, windows and roof, giving them a severe but westher-tight gppearance.

Next door isthe Resd House 5 The Lane (c. 1750-1780, Map# 109, MHC # A-30). A full Cgpe
cottege, the rectangular plan is 1 12 gories high, and endosad by a Sde-gable roof, with the
door in the center of thefive-bayfacade and alarge center chimney. It hes alater Gresk Reviva
door surround of half-length siddights and aplain boxed cornice. Theroof is framed without
returns.

Thethird of atrio of early 1 12 story houseson The Lane isthe William Read/Wilber House &
7 The Lane (c. 1760-1790, Map #110, MHC # A-70). Like the other full Cape on The Lane, the
sde-gable cottage has a center entrance and chimney. Its glayed lintels could dateits
constmction from the mid to the end of the 18th century. However, the roof is framed with short
returns, suggesting alater 18th century date. A modem porch concedsthe original facade.
Thesethree cottages all sted to face the river make af i negrouping.

The Georgian style Window/Durfee/John D. Wilson House. 5 EIm Street (said to date from

1725-1734, but probably rebuilt c. 1785, Map# 5, MHC # A-52, Photo # 2) isthe mogt daborate

of the remaining pre-Revolutionary War houses The south facing, 2 V2 story housewith agde

gable roof issat back from the road adjacent to the first falls inthe Assonet River. The five-bay
(continued)



OMS <V>pn»a(NOL KC*-O0K

United States Dgpartment o the Interior
Nationd Pak Sxvice

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Asonet Historic District

Setion | 7P Freetown (Bristol Co.), Mass.

house has acenter chimney and entry. Severd unique features make it an important example,
The first concerns aframing technique inwhich the sde gable field or eaves area projects out
beyond the plane of the houseto form an eawvesoverhang. Thismedieval holdover was used
sporadicaly from the late 17th century throughout Massachusetts, but its persastent, continued
ue ischaracterigtic of, and concentrated in Frestown and its surrounding area. Here, however,
the framing technique is used not once but twice, between the first and second floors of the sde
devations, as well as in the gable overhang.

Another distinctive dement isthe wooden representation of ashlar gone-work. To achieveit,
the carpenter scored lines in the overszed surrounds, which includewide splayed lintelsas well
a&s Ylayed under-sill gorons, the casing, and the cornerboards to suggest quoins. The airy one
sory Italianate/Gothic Reviva porch across the facade, probably installed by mill owner John D.
Wilson, somewhat obxscuresthis interesting design. The one gtory ell, probably added when the
housewas remodded in the high-style Georgian style shows the same digtinctive detall.

The Dogget Store/J. D. Wilson Tenant House & 7 Elm Sirest (c. 1750-1800, Map #5.3, MHC
#A-53) adjacent to the mill and river once sarved as a dore, with trgp doors overhanging the
river to facilitate off-loading goods, and may have housed the workers employed next door in the
saw and grist mills. The very smpletwo-gtory, Sde-gable roof house is saven bayslong. Onits
eagtern end the roof dopesdown over arear extenson in abroken satbox construction. A much
later Italianate door hood wis inserted in the mid 19th century, possibly when itsroof weas
reframed.

Thetall, centrally located Jael Hathaway/Durfee/Col. Thomas Gilbert House. 1 Elm Strest 1744-
1745, (Map # 2, MHC # A-15), had its symmetrica five-bay,center-entry organization dtered to
three baysand isnow clad invinyl rather than clapboard. However, itretains its badc
proportions, 2 1/2-gory height and sde-geble roof, with central chimney. The five-light transom
and Georgian pediment over the door have a0 been replaced.

Very probably the Mugter Field now the Assonet Burial Ground. South Main Street (ca
1760/1865, Map # 101, MHC # 818) was informally laid out arough patch of unenclosd
ground, but its civic function alowed the property to be reussd as aTown Burial Ground after
loca militias were absorbed into county wide structures.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

The Three Arch Bridge carrying EIm Strest over the Assonet River, (1822, Map# 7, MHC # A -
900) is congructed of thinfieldstonedabsdry laid in random courses. One of few surviving
bridges of this period, and in excdllent condition, it is supported on three distinctive keystone
archeswhose heavy vousoirs are larger pieces of the same rough gone.

(continued)
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The Village School. 5 North Main Street (c. 1793/1906, Map # 35, MHC # A-12, Photo # 7) wes
built during this period but heavily dtered one hundred yeers later, giving ita Colonia Reviva
appearance, especidly after it lost the acroteria or cresting which edged the roof line. However,
its hip roof, high brick foundations, and proportions are distinctly Federd. 1t was built privately
& alaw office, but was usad as aprivate school from ca 1800 and as apublic school after 1854
until 1950, and for Town Mestings & different times.

The Federd-style, tall white Congregational Church. 9 North Main Street (1809, Map # 37,
MHC # A-11, Photo # 7) was built by mader builder Ebenezer Fierce (1777-1852) of Assonet
and Middleborough, with the assstance of the ship buildersof the village and possibly desgned
by him aswell. 1n 1868 the building was extended twenty feet to the rear, and in 1925 the Parish
House on the south was added. The building is st dightly back from the roughly observed
dreet-line and sited on adight rise to face eest on one of the village'smgjor roads.

Two gories high with acentra tower rising through the pediment of the five bay gable front, the
building hes ashdlow pedimented pavilion containing three entries. The larger center entry hes
adoor surround composed of half-round fluted pilasters with Doric capitas supporting adentil
trimmed entablature of metopes and trigolyphs: the two flanking doors have eared architrave
surrounds topped by cornices on consoles. On the second floor, aPdladian window isplaced in
the center of the pavilion. The 20/20 windows are repested in the mid-nineteenth century
addition. Thetwo Sagetower is composed of asquare bese with aclock mede in 1830 by
George H. Holbrook and added in 1882, and an open, octagona domed belfry containing a Paul
Revere foundry bell. It issurmounted by alyre motif weathervane covered in gold leef.

The largest number of housesin the village were congtructed during this period, giving the
district astrong flavor of the Georgian-Federd style. The Henry Window/James M. Phillips
House & 12 Elm Strest (c. 1760-1785, Map # 9, MHC # A-55), still emphasizes Georgian
proportions and stylistic dements. Five bays long by two wide, the rectangular planrises 2 12
dories high to asde gableroof It isframedwith adightly projecting box cornicefinishedwith
a smal bed mold which hides thejoint between the frieze and soffit, and very smal retums. The
entry inthe center bay is protected by arather low portico with replacement pillars but a possibly
origina cornice. A large centra chimney is st a theridge line. The high-set second floor
windows butt againg the bed mold of the facade, while first floor windows are topped by small
crown or cornice hoods. Windows on the dde devations have glayed lintels.

Although buih in the Federd period, the Barlow/Barrows House. 10 Mill Street (1789, Map # 23,

MHC # A-58, Photo #4) isaso more Georgian than Federd instyle. On low foundations with a

wide sill and comerboards, it repeststhe J. M. Phillips House plan with a somewhat Segper

pitched dde gable roof Windows show similar placement and gand well out from the plane of
(continued)
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the house in the Georgian manner. Uniquely, they have molded sills. This housedisplays the
pronounced sde gable overhang. The narrow frontispiece door surround festures asix light
transom, flanked by pilasters which support atriangular pediment with dentiled trim. A door on
the south devation dso has atransom and smple cornice.

Built about 1782, the Elder Philip Hathaway House 23 South Main Street (Map # 94, MHC # A-
26, Photo # 5), istwo gtories high under alow-pitched dde geble roof The five bay, center-
entry house isonly one room deep, as in earlier construction. A formerly unattached gambrel-
roofed €ll to the rear with severd origina 12/8 windows was originally a store. Built about 1796,
it was located a the bottom of Smpson Lane and moved much later. The house displays severd
Georgian holdovers mentioned above, asquat, hip roof portico, low proportions and smaller
windows which are high placed on the second floor, have degp glayed lintels and sand out from
the body of the house. The houseoriginally hed acentra chimney.

A ssocond two-story house isthe Welcome Hathaway/Jeson Hathaway House a 28 Water Street
(c. 1809, Map# 69, MHC # A-37). Of the same plan as the Elder Philip Hathaway House but
with two interior chimneys, the house displays a pronounced sde gable overhang, hes smaller
Flayed lintels on the first floor, while on the second floor, small crown molds bresk forward
where they touch the comice mold. Thetrabested door surround composed of fluted pilasters
with high capitas flanking a sx light transom and supporting a projecting comice.

The majority of the housesbuilt in the Federal Period are 2 12 gories high. A good example is
the house built by blacksmiths Eleszer and Peter Nichols and later home of Eleazer's son-in-law
Col. Josgph Durfee. 8 Water Street (c. 1799, Map #59, MHC # A-43). Itisfive bayslong with a
center entry and chimney plan and has an endosed entry portico. Distinctive dements include
the dde gable overhang, splayed lintels and sills and dentil trim on the bed molding of the frieze
board.

An example of a2 12 story house with aconventionaly framed gable field isthe
Strange/Lawton/Pierce House 22 South Main Street (c. 1. Map# 93. MHC # A-23) which is
only four bays long and has one interior chimney. Windows are cgpped by crown molds and the
door surround isarather plain three part entablature over long sddights. Ancther four bay
example, the Josah Paddock/Dr. Thomas Bump House & 6 Water Street (c. 1796, Map# 57,
MHC # A-46), has adoor surround with degp jutting entablature with unique zigzag trim.

Three high style 2 122 story, five bay housesare similar in plan and have degant, nearly identical

center door surrounds, as if fashioned by the same hand: the Robert Strowbridge/D. Burrows

House. 32 North Main Street (c. 1800, Magp# 50, MHC # A-3), the Ambrose Deen House. 14

Water Street (c. 1797-1803, Map # 62, MHC # A-40, Photo # 6) and the Dr. Nicholas Hathavay
(continued)
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House 21 South Main Street (1806. Map # 92, MHC #A-24). The door surrounds featuring
broken pediments with modillions and dentils are st on fluted half-round pilasters whose lonic
capitals are decorated with rosettes. Thisenframement endoses addicate half-round fan-light
divided by leaded swags The houses are generoudy proportioned and very finely detailed. The
last two have paired interior chimneys and a dde gable overhang, the Strowbridge/Burrows
House hes alarge central chimney. Both the Strowbridge/Burrows House and the Dean House
are st behind well preserved fences, the former of picketswith agranite beseand podts, the
latter in cadt iron with graniteposts A one story porch added to the facade of the Dr. Nicholas
Hathaway House covered the pediment of its fine door surround, but the remaining fabric
suggestsa smilar treetment. Thishouseoriginally had acentral chimney.

One and one half story cottages of this period are well represented in the district. All of theseare
rectangular in plan, (although many have ells), five bays long with acenter door, and nearly all
have acentra chimney. The one clear exception with two interior chimneyswas built late in the
period. The Hopkins-Briggs House & 13 North Main Stregt, (c. 1790-1820, Mgp #40, MHC #
A-9) isagood example of the center chimney type. The Cgpe cottage is Georgian in style, with
a high pitched roof, a boxed-eaves comice, and windows standing out from the plane of the
house. The narrow door surround hes panded pilagters with plain high capitals and a projecting
cornice. The dagpboards on the facade are narrower towards the base, and there is no exposed
sill.

Caottages of this type displaying the overhanging gable end are numerous. The Ebenezer and
Svlvanius Payne House. 38 Water Strest (c. 1780-1800, Mgp # 73, MHC # A-33) dtson high
foundations to alow extra usable goacein the basament. The house displays the typical late 18th
century features: windows in high relief axd narrow door with five-light transom. They are
repested with dight variations & the Thrasher/Rose House 3 Water Street (c. 1792-1797, Map #
54, MHC # A-47), which hes the large scde splayed lintels used 90 frequently about thistime,
and & the Luther Cudworth / J. Thresher House. 1 Flessant Strest (c. 1790, Map # 77), which
was remodded ca 1840-1870 with agock Itaianate door hood and a high, centra Gothic
Revival crossgable. Here the windows of the first floor have wide surrounds and crown or
comice lintels which bresk forward as they meet the bed mold under the eaves overhang of the
gable end. The house makes good ensamble with itsreaer el and closdly sited bam, which is
nearly intact.

Although dtered ca 1900 with alarge centrd mansard dormer, the house & 20 South Main

Street (c. 1760-1800, Map #91), may date from the lagt third of the 18th century. Like most of

the surviving early houses, itis 1 12 stories high and toped with asde gable roof It too

displaysthe dde gable overhang, but here it isembdlished with delicate modillion block and

dentil trim, a decorative technique usualy found in much grander houses. Thisisone of few
(continued)
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housesin the district with depboards placed closer together on the lower courses, a Georgian-
Federd practice to protect agangt damp.

Three surviving, two story,five-bay-longhousss built in this period in the district have hip roofs.
The Rev. David A. Leonard House & 6 ElIm Stret (1802, Map# 6, MHC # A-51) is one of the
most impressive. Its monitor roof, four tall chimneys a the comers, large quoins, splayed lintels
and 12/12 szeh on the sscond floor meke it and out. A portico on Doric columns shdtersthe
centra door. The Dr. Thomas Nichols House. 15 North Main Street (Map # 42, MHC # A-7),
wes erected c. 1800-1825 with alow hiproof and two tall interior chimneys. Its central door
aurround is composad of full length Sdelights supporting ablind, elliptical fan. A third house,
the Philip Hathaway/Capt. Washington Read House. 36 Water Siret (c. 1800, Map# 72, MHC #
A-34, Photo # 3) wes built on aplan which closdly resembled the Elm Street house. The monitor
roof may be original, but the bay windows, dightly insat door surround and bracketed roofline
were the result of aremodeling in the Italianate style ¢. 1840-1870.

Archeological Stes

Industrial and Commercial Stes

Many of Assonet's archeologica Stesrdate to its Federd and Early Industrial Period ship
building and shipping industry. Theseinclude Cudworth's Wharf. Water Street (c. 17905 Map #
V-4), Nichols Wharf. Water Street (c. 1782, Map # 74.2), and Store House (c. 1790-1930, Map
#74.3). Reed'sWharf (c. 1782, Map# 66.5). Hathawav's Wharf (c. 1790s Map# 66.).Vaughn's
Wharf (c. 17905 Map# 66),and Window's Wharf (c. 1782, Map #V-8). Perhgps Lawton/Read
Wharf (Map #V-10, V-11, V-12) wes in operation & thistime, but its granite seexwdl to the esst
was condructed in 1848.

The commercia buildings of the period existing only as archeologica dtes includethe Johnson
(Boston) Store Site (c. 1800s Mgp#79.1) and Green Dragon Tavern Stte (c. 1773, Map# 79.2),
now the Bandgtand sSte on South Main Street (Map # 79); and the Old Comer or Sampson and
Nichols Store (c. 1810, rebuilt 1820, Map# V-6, MHC # A-18).

Although the date is unknown, the Tan Yards may have bean condructed inthe first third of the
19th century on the lot now occupied by the Chester Briggs House a 10 EIm Street, (c. 1865
1883, Map # 8, MHC # 54) but someor al of the buildings, including shoe makers shop, bark
mill, curry shop and tan vats could have been congructed just after the Revolution. Neither
buildings nor sructures congructed & this Ste remain above ground. Only thefaintest
indication isvisible of theca. 1784 TideMill acrossthe Assonet River & theformer
Vaughn/Hathaway House Ste 9 South Main Strest (Map # EE 83).

(continued)
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Residential Stes

The two gtory, hip roofed Wedcome Hathaway House (ca. 1797 but possibly as early as 1734,
Map # 66.3), now the dte of the riversde Hathaway Park (1965, Map # 66) probably was
congructed during this period. 1t was five bayslong with acentra door, large centra chimney,
and had 12/12 windows.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Although the earliest gravesin the Assonet Burial Ground. South Main Street (Map #101, MHC
#818) date from the ladt third of the 18th century, the cemetary itself was not opened until 1865.
Thetall, square pillarsof thefieldstonegate posts may have been erected later in the 19th
century or a the beginning of the 20th century. They are st with rough granite plagues bearing,
on one dde the date in Roman numeras, and on the other the neme of the burial ground. The
burial ground, st back from the road behind along driveway, was once fenced with granite
fence pogs The graves, more or lessregularly spacaed infamily plots, are accessad by straight
gravel roadways laid out on arough grid. The large burial aressare defined by granite borders.

The Pesbody Store. 1 South Main Street (1869, Map # 78, MHC # A-17) wes built in this period
but hes lost mogt of its Gresk Revival/ltalianate detailing. Remaining isthe cross-gableform
whose roof isframed with returns.

The First Christian Church. 30 South Main Strest (Map # 96, MHC # A-27), was congmcted in
1832-1833, but successvely remodded in four successve decades between 1867 and 1885,
adding Italianate, Gothic Revival and Colonial Revival motifsto the basc Gresk Reviva form.
The building is oriented with the three-bay gable end and full pediment towards the Street.
Originally two doorsflanked a center window. The current organization is reversed, with a
central doorflankedby two windows. The facades tripartite organization is emphaszed by
paired, panded pilasters a the corners, and single pilasters flanking the door. A three dage
tower rises behind the facade. 1t conggs of asquare bese and a belfry trimmed with the locally
characterigtic pargpetsfeaturing shallow pediments and acroteria shepes The belfry is
punctuated on each Sde by lancet windows with now missing blind fans. The segple and cross
were added when the building became a Catholic Church about 1973. The building, was Sded
with vinyl in 1998 but gppears to retain its decorative features beneeth the artificial cladding.

The Rufus Bacon House 25 North Main Street (Map # 48, MHC # A-5, Photo # 8), isthought to

have bean built in 1814. If 90, its unique Gresk Reviva design mus have bean the reault of aca

1830-1840 remodeling or magjor addition, possibly by the relatively wedthy dorekegper Earl

Sampson. The 1 12 story houseis extremely broad, being five bayslong by five wide. The

eadt-facing North Main Street elevation hes the door in the center of the five bays, twotall
(continued)
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interior chimneys rise from the front and rear walls between the first and sscond, and fourth and
fifth bays. On the south, or Sde eevation isaindented, one story portico of sSx octagond
columns supporting the frieze and pediment of the Sde gable roof Detailing isfine: the 6/6
windows have cornice-hood lintels trimmed with dentils. The entry isdightly indented under a
low entablature squeezed under the frieze which wrgps the house, the doors are embdlished with
rounded pand inset with carved anthemions, and areflankedwith three-quarters-length
sddights.

The Elnathan P. Hathaway House. 18 Mill Street (c. 1830, Mgp # 25, MHC #A-59) is
trangtional from the Federd to the Gresk Reviva style. Itis2 1/2 stories high under asde-
gable roof, with the traditional five-bayfacade and center entry, but with the more modem two
interior chimneys. The lawyer's house was extended & the reer and connected to abam. The
Gresk Revival door surround is compased of full-length sddightsflankedby panded pilagters
supporting an entablature which istrimmed with acurioustriangular design, possibly Gothic
Revival ininspiration. Georgian-Federd motifs include the high-placed sscond floor windows
and comice-hood window lintels.

The Adonian Crane/H. Elbridge Tinkham Cottage. 2 Forge Roed (c. 1854, Mg # 33), is one of
the few examples of the three-bay, front-gable Greek Revivd form. It was dtered in the Queen
Anne stylewith the addition of a porch embelished by a spindle cornice, gable field omament
and scdloped shingling, but itsbedc linesremain. Digtinctively Gresk Reviva arethe
"eyebrow" windows of the ssoond floor on the dde elevation, afeature dso saen a the J.
Picket/W. Goff Cottage. 24 Mill Street (c. 1850-1855, Mg # 28, MHC # A-60), which presents
its dde gable to the dreat but placesthe door on the west-facing long Side.

The Colonial or Federd Period Mrs. Bredham Cottage a 24 Water Street (c. 1750-1790, Map #
67, MHC #A-38) wasremodded between 1830 and 1860 with afine Gresk Reviva door
surround, the only of its kind in the district. Itsfluted architrave surround is accented with
corner blocks and alarge, rectangular central boss 1t endoses broad, half-length sidelightswith
crosshaiched panes

Probably only one of the four Italianate housesin the district, the home of Davis gun engraver
B.F. Aiken, 1High Strest c. 1855-70, Mg # 102) was condructed in the Early Industrial period..
The 1 122 story house was desgned with more flexible cross gebles and has a one story porch
with open pillars and anow missingrail. A large, rectangular bay window is centered onthe
bracketed gable end. Similar in proportion and eevation are the later Chester Briggs House. 10
Eim Street (c. 1874-1883, Map # 8 MHC #A-54), and two, dde by Sde, nearly identical
cottages & 6 Mill Street (c. 1874, Map #21), and 8Mill Street (c. 1874, Map # 22, MHC # A-
57). The cottages were probably built by one builder. Thesethree-bay, Sde-entry residences of
(continued)
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1 12 gories have double doors, door hoods on consoles, and one is lighted by arectangular bay
window.

Severd of the housesin the digtrict were remodded a the end of the period in the Itdianate
style, among them the Hathaway/Read/\Wilson House. 36 Water Street (c. 1800, Map # 72, MHC
# A-34), the J. Mackoon/J. Brown/T. Vdenting/Jossph Taylor House 2 Water Street (c. 1792-
1797, Map # 53, MHC # A-16), which has snce logt its stock door hood but retains the bracketed
comice, the George Cudworth House 42 Water Street (c. 1790s, Map # 75, MHC # A-32) which
got anew entry and Gothic Revival aross gable, and the Darius/Luther Cudworth/A. J. Thresher
House. 1 Pleasant Street (c. 1790, Map # 77) which recaived similar trestment.

The JamesW. Pesbody House 26 South Main Street (c. 1850, Map # 95, MHC #A-25) isa
good example of the Gothic Revival styleas it occurred in the district. An elaboration of the
familiar 1 12 story, five bay, center entry houseform, it hes agtegply pitched, central cross
geble in the plane of the house. A pointed, tri-partite window is centered onthe crossgable.
Smadler pedimented gable dormers project forward to bresk through the cornice on either sde.
The portico displays Greek Revival dements aheavy, bracketed cornice is supported on
octagond columns, which shdter asmpledoor surround with full length sidelights. Its equally
well preserved bam with matching bracketed central geble and grand lathe-tumed baugter fence
make acompl ete grouping.

Thisbasic desgn isrepedted a adifferent scae a the DeardervBarnaby House: 16-18 North
Main Stregt (c. 1860-1873, Map # 44, MHC # A-6). The dormers flanking the central, bracketed
cross gable are larger than those of the Pesbody House and have Queen Anne style scalloped
shingles in their pediments. The door hood istrimmed with Carpenter Gothic edging. Both
houses have cornice hood window lintels.

The Cgptain John Marble House. 33 North Main Street (c. 1847-1864, Map #51, MHC #A-2)
may have been built by Capt. Marble. A ship's carpenter, he a0 built the abattoir and ice
houses a the Forge. This 1 1/2 story cottege turns the gable to the street. The door in thefirst of
three bays is shdtered by asmpleportico. Scrolled, open-work bargeboards and high pesked
cross gables are features of the loca Gothic Reviva style. Thishouseretains its daborate
Gothic Revival bam, making apleasingly complete composition. The 1 12 story board and
batten structure fegtures the same segp central cross gable trimmed with scrolled bargeboard,
and adds a centra pointed window motif. The garage doors inserted in the center do not
compromise the design.

The 1 12 sory Captain James Burr/Dr. Campfield/N. W. DavisHouse. 23 Elm Street.(c. 1850
1870, Map # 16, MHC # A-56, Photo # 9) echoes thisdesign. The entry in the center of three
(continued)
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bay facadeis shdtered by a small portico supported on octagond columns. Thelight, airy,
pointed arch motif of the Sde porch is repeated on the portico. The Gothic theme is carried by
large, lacy, scaloped bargeboardswith decorative pendants and quatrefoil windowsin the gable
fields.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

Few buildingsin the district were congtructed in the Quean Anne Style. At the Town Hall. 3
North Main Street (1888, Map # 33, MHC # A-14, Photo # 7) Charles C. Marble, aFall River
builder and architect, combined the Quean Annewith dements of the Colonial Reviva style.
The building contained the town offices as well as the fire station. Itswide double doors in the
north bay opening onto North Main Sireet have been replaced with windows. Between 1892-
1895 the building dso housed the town library.

The rectangular, 2 1/2 story building isdominated by an open turret with aColonia Revival
soindle rail centered on the Seeply pitched gable on hip roof. The entry was placed center of the
three bay facade. Aboveit ashdlow pavilion contains atri-partite window topped with ablind
elliptical fan. The blocky massing of the building was broken by usng natural colored shingle
for the seoond gory and light painted dapboard with contrasting dark trim for the first.
Although the building was extended north by one bay in 1926 and its uniformly white painted
surfaces madksthe detailing, it retains much of the origina design.

The Guilford H. Hathaway Library. 6 North Main Street (Map #38, MHC # A-13) was buih in
1895 with funds donated by Horence E. Hathaway. The small Quean Anne/Colonia
Revival/High Victorian Gothic style building raises 1 12 gstories to ahigh hip roof, here placed
on aossgables An offset two story tower istopped by ahiproof The interiorislit by banded,
tri-partite windowsand High Victorian Gothic pointed windowsin the attic gables

The well preserved South Bridge & South Main Strest over the Assonet River (1887, Map # 85)
waes condructed after the ca 1823 double-arched bridge was destroyed by alog coming over the
Tisdde Dam in aFebruary "freshet" of 1886. Rebuilt in gone as asingle arch gpan, the south
abutments were damaged and rebuilt as well.

The 1 122 story Christian Church Parsonege 32 South Main Sirest (Map # 113, MHC # A-28)
wes erected in 1835 in the Quean Anne style on the same lot as the church. Expanded with cross
gables, its facade echoesthe church's gable end to the dreet. The entry's stock, machined hood
in the first of three baysand a porch with turned pogisto the reer were not covered by the
recently installed vinyl siding.

(continued)



MPSFomtO-fOO-i OUB Appmr®  No. 1024-0011

United States Departmant of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice
National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Asonet Historic District
Section number L _ Page_ilL_ Freetown (Bristol Co.), Mass.

The modest house for store-kegper JamesWindow, 14 North Main Street (c. 1888-18%4, Map #
41, MHC #A-8) issimilar frame, 1 12 story, aossgeble example. Omamented by front and
dSde porticos, aporch daborated with spindle comices and turned posts, comice hood lintels and
adaned glasssair window, itisagood example of the Queen Anne styles.

The Dr. Charles A. BriggsHouse. 12 North Main Street (Map # 39, MHC # A-10), wasbuih
around the tum of the century in the Colonial Revival style. The large, cross gable houseis2 12
dories high, and extended inthe rear with one sory ells. A pillared porch with spindle rail
wrapping the house on two Sdes introduces atransition between interior and exterior oeces A
bracketed eavesline, leaded Pdladian window in the gable field, matching carriage houseand
extendve gonewall ae important features of the property.

The mog daborate of the Colonial Revival housesisthe large, rambling Major John Deane
House & 16 Water Street (1896-1897, Mgp # 63, MHC #A-39, Photo # 10). S on high granite
foundations, the tall, 2 1/2 story building is complicated by athree story turreted corner tower, an
lonic pillared porch which curves to wrap the house on two sdes, and severd oriels, or
unsupported bay windows. Its large Sze and array of decorative features—bracketed comice,
Pdladian window and arched gable field windows—are centrd to its impressve effect.

Early Modern Period ( 1915-1949)

The one story Fire Station. 3 Elm Street (1948, Mgp # 3) was desgned by the large engineering
firm of Stoneand Webgter. 1t was built to accommodate Frestown's larger, more powerful post-
World War Il fire engines  The minimally detailed red brick building with white trim wes
congructed in the popular Neo-Colonial style. Massing isminimized as its short 9de, containing
the fire doors, faces the dreat.

The oldest building of the Puritan Mills Company, 31 Mill Sireet (1910. Mgp#0 31), was
congructed in the Craftsman style as athree story shingled Structure over the foundations of the
Window Grist Mill (c. 1695. Map#31.1). A mgjor addition was probably buihin 1948. The
building is currently artificially Sded. Across the road a 32 Mill Street the complex of two, ten-
bay-long, two-story, concrete block mills (Mg #s 32.2 and 32.3), aone-dory garage, now office
(Map #32.1), and aone-gtory, saven-bay frame garage (Map #32.5) were erected by Swiss Mills
/Monument Manufacturing Company for war production between ca 1944 and 1948.

Articulated with piers and metal-framed windows, the concrete-block mill buildings and
garage/office have shallow sde-gable roofswith Craftsman-style exposad rafters a the eaves

The Telephone Building. 4 North Main Street (c. 1936-1937, Map # 34) isasmall, one-story

building which hes bean extended tothe rear. Only two bayslong, it is condructed of novelty

sding, atype of dapboard popular in the years proceeding World War [1. TheNeo-Colonia
(continued)
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style building was designed by the tdephone company to house machinery rather than people,
but resembles ahouse in order to relate to its neighborhood context.

24 North Main Street (c. 1930, Map # 47) was congructed after afire demolished an earlier
hous=onthe lot. Designed in the Dutch Neo-Colonid style, amodern, acedemic recollection of
Georgian and Federa motifs from the Mid-Atlantic Sates, the 1 1/2-dory cottage placesthe
ridge of the degp gambrd roof paralld to the dreet. A long shed-roof dormer lights the upper
floor and liftsthe design. 1t isbroken by a pedimented hood on brackets over the door. The
house a 2 School Street (1927. Map #36) uses many of the same motifs.

The front gable George and Miriam Brown House 34 South Main Street (c. 1918, Map # 98),
and the gambrel-roofed house a 38 South Main Street (c. 1920s, Map # 100) were erected about
the sametimein the Neo-Colonia style. The desgn and perhgps materids for the Brown
resdence was furnished by one of the many mail order companies such as Sears Roebuck. The
firm crested the plan and usudly shipped the pre-cut materials for erection on site. Both
cottages are 1 12 gories high and three bays wide, and have one story porches across the facade,
now enclosed a 38 South Main Siredt.

There have been comparatively few buildings in the district congtructed after the period of
significance. Most are houses and garages, and, with few exceptions, those that were built
employ ascde and massing that isnot intrusive. The brick ges station on South Main Sireet
ironically occupies the former location of the livery dable, and it isrelatively modest in 5ze and
style, but its exposed, focal position and extensive blacktop form an intrusive dement. While
the massing, materias and much of the design of the former Christian Church, 30 South Main
Street (1833, Map # 96, MHC # A-27) remain under the recently gpplied vinyl sding, itsdetails
were covered, changing its gppearance.

Severd of the mogt significant lasses have bean concentrated in the near the Four Comers.
Standing until 1996 and documented in the community's Inventory of Historic Resourceswas a
two story housewith adistinctive low-pitched satbox roof a 7 South Main Street (c. 1760, Map
#V-6, MHC # A-20). Thefive-bayhouse had acentral door and chimney. The Green Dragon
Tavem (c. 1773, Map # 79.2) demolished in 1933, sood on the South Main Street Ste now
occupied by the town Bandgand (c. 1934, Map # 79). The Georgian-style dage coach sop was 2
12 sories high and was distinguished by a pedimented door surround. Pierces Hall, EIm Strest
(c. 1838, Map # 11) amoded, front gable, 1 12 story store was demolished about 1930, and the
Sampson and Nichols Store. 2 South Main Stregt (c. 1820, MHC # A-18, M ap#V -5),
demolished in 1995, was along, narrow, minimally ornamented two-story. Federd-style hip-
roofed building.

(continued)
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Of thethirty-three noncontributing resources, nine represent dterations to buildings constructed
within the period of significance, deven are buildings and two are Sructures built after the
period. Eleven more are outbuildings, such as garages or barns, congructed after the period of
significance. These outbuildings, generdly smal garages Sited to the reer of the lot, have
margina impact on the district.

Archaeological Description

Ore prehistoric dte isrecorded in the district and ahigh potentia exigts for the recovery of
additional prehigtoric resources. Environmenta characteridtics of the district represent severd
locational criteria (dope, drainage, digance to wetlands) that ere favorable indicators for many
types of prehistoric dtes. Well-drained level to moderatdy doping terraces in dose proximity
(within 1000 feet) to wetlands are found throughout mogt of the district. Nearly all of the district
lieswithin 1000 feet of the Assonat River or itstributary dreeams The Assonat River mests
Asonet Bay a the westem boundary of the district. The confluence of the Assonet River and
Taunton River lies gpoproximately 2to 3 miles southeedt of the district. Prehistoric settlement
has been documented in this area of southeesern Massachusattsfor the full period of human
settlement thus far recognized for the northesstern United States Earlier periods of settlement
including the Paleoindian (12,000-9,000B.P.) and Early Archaic (9,000-8,000B.P.) periods are
a0 better demondrated in southesstlern Massachusettsthan in other aress of southern New
England. Major concentrations of prehistoric stes have been documented along themain
drainage of the Taunton River including the western portion of Freetown. Thirty prehistoric Stes
ae recorded in the town. Prehigoric Ste 19-BR-419, the only known dte in the didtrict, is
located in the western part of the nominated area on the southem shoredline of the Assonet River
immediately east of Route 24. Little interpretative information beyond locationa factors
survives for the site. Much of the present day road sysem in Frestown a<o follows early Native
American paths. Given the ebove information, the Sze of the district (189.95 acres), and the
availability of open gpace, the presence of prehigtoric stesis documented and ahigh potential
exigts for the recovery of additional prehistoric resourcesin the district.

There isaso ahigh potential for the recovery of historic archaeological resourcesin the district.
Further historical research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can help document
the residential, commercial and industrial growth that occurred in the village from the 17
through 19th centuries. Assonet Village grew as adirect result of its location near water power
and the crossroads formed by severd mgjor travel routes. Although the early Assonet settlement
lacked centralized public land or acommunity focus, the areaknown as Four Corners, formed by
the intersection of North and South Main Streets and Water/Elm Streets, gradually adopted this
role. Many of the village's historic archaeological resourcesincluding someof thedisttict's
mogt significant lossesare concentrated in the Four Comers area Radliating out from this center

(continued)
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are roadways leading to archaeological resources representing resdences and industrial remains
asciated with two mill centers and maritime trades including boat building and commerce.
Archaeological stes assodated with indugtrial and commercia resources may be the mogt
common archaeological resourcetype in the district. The earliest group of knownindustria
resources in the district liein the vicinity of the Window Dam and power cands & the
intersection of the Assonet River and Locust Street/Mill Street. Structurd evidence may survive
from the earliest dam condructed in 1695 and later mills, bridges and resdences. Stmctura
remains may survive from the saw/grist mill built onthe Ste in the 18“ century. Foundations
and the arched opening from atail rece reported to be from the original grist/saw mill and visible
from the river currently support a20" century textile mill. Evidence may 0 survivefroma
fulling mill and industrial operations associated with machinery for carding wool that were
added to the dte & alater date. Structurd evidence and occupationa related features (trash pits,
privies, wells) might o survivefrom the Window House (c.1706) demoalished for en

extendon of the Puritian Textile Mill (1910). The Window House was thought to be the oldest
house in the town before it was demolished. Downstream, a second dam and rdated industrial
dructures were congtructed in the early 18th century neer the intersection of the Assonet River
and EIm/Mill Street. Structura evidence may survivefrom the original Tisdale dam and power
candsas well astheir later dterations. Water power related machinery including a capgtan and
turbine are currently visible in the Tisdale dam area. Structurd evidence may aso survive from
asav mill and grist mill congtructed neer the dam by c. 1715, both of which bumed in the
1940's. Archaeologica evidence might dso survivefrom abox card and shingle mill
congtructed neer the dam in the 19" century. Abutments related to the Wilson Road Bridge (c.
1790 and later) and another river crossing a 17 Mill Street are d<o presant in the area

Structural evidence from the Porter Mill (c. 1820) may aso survive near the bridge ebutments at
17 Mill Street. Structurd remains from a 1784 tide mill that goenned the Assonet River might
survive near the Four Corners area. Stonework reated to that mill are reportedly visible a the
ste of the former Vaughrn/Hathaway House Ste & 9 South Main Street. The latter house weas
demolished in 1997. Archaeologica evidence may 0 survive fromthe Briggs Tan Y ard,
originally located near the Assonet River & 10 ElIm Street.

West of the Four Comers area, nearly dl indudtrial development concentrated on the maritime
reaed trades. Wharves, shipyards, outbuilding type sructures and resdenceslined the entire
shordine south of Water Street from the Four Corners areato Route 24. Structurd evidence
from numerous wharves may survivein the areaas well as evidence from warehouses and
workshops originally located onthe wharves. Potential wharf Stesdating to the late IS™h
century and later include Cudworth Wharf, Hathaway Wharf, Chase/Rodman/VVaughn Wharves,
Read Wharf and Nichols Wharf The area currently known as Hathaway Park on the south sde
of Water Street may actually contain evidence from severd of thesewharves ss well asa
shipyard, including drydock, and the Wedcome Hathaway House Site (ca.l797). On the south

(continued)
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dde of the Assonat River wharves and related structures were o presant in the area between
the Lane and theriver. Archaeologica evidence from the Job Lawton Wharf site may survive in
thisarea The Window Wharf Steisdso reported in the South Main Sireet area The Water
Street areamight dso contain Steswherefirearmsmanufacture was carried out in the 19th
century. In 1853, the firm of Davis and Thrasher formed to make muzzle loading rifles on Water
Street. By 1854, the firm had moved to the now demolished Thresher Building located onthe
south sde of Water Strest neasr Plessant Street. The former plant bumed in 1864 then soon
reopened in the Sampson and Nichols Store building that was demolished in 1995. In 1869 the
firm purchased the no longer extant Dean's Hall (1847) on Water Stregt that was converted to the
Asonet Machine Shop/Davis Gun Fectory. Fireerms production weas consolidated there by
1873-74. Structura evidence may survivein the Water Strest areafrom eech of the shops where
firearms manufacture occurred. Occupationa reated features, especidly indudtrial related trash

depodits may dso be present.

Commercia related dtes in the Four Comers arearepresant another important and numerous
potential dtetypein the district. These Stes can be especidly important Snce relatively littleis
known about commerce in Assonet during the late 18th and early 19th century period. One of
the few documented 18th century commercid stesin the district isthe Green Dragon Tavern
Site (c.1773) located in the areaof the present Bandgtand on South Main Street. Stmictura
evidence from the tavem building and occupationa related features may survivein the
Banddand area. Similar evidence may exist from severd doresno longer extant in the Four
Comers area. They includethe Rierces Hall/Store Site (c. 1838)located in the areaof Elm and
North Main Streats and demolished in the 1930's, the Barrows Store Site & 3 North Man Strest
demalished in the 1920's, the DCHB Store Site (1850's) a 1 South Main Stredt, the
BogtorvJohnson Store Site (1800's) originally located in the Bandstand areg, and the Shove
Smith Shop Ste (1850's) & 8 South Main Street. Archaeological evidence may survivefrom the
Briggs Shoe Shop Site (¢.1800) originally located & 11 Water Strest and ablacksmith shop
(c.1800) located a 4 EIm Street.  Structurd evidence might dso survivefrom acom sorehouse
(c. 1800-1886) originally located in the vicinity of 14 South Main Street. Stmctura evidence
from agricultural rdated buildings should dso be present in the district. An 1831 valuation of
the town lists 220 housesand 158 bamsin the town. Many barns, possibly associated with
agricultural production or the use of draft animas, could survive archaeologically in the district.
The presence of acornwarehouse and cattle pound (c. 1705-1790) located on High Street in the
district may offer further evidence of the potential for agricultural related resourcesin the
district. Onthe other hand, bams, com warehouses and cattle pounds can d<o be explained s
serving transportation and Sorage related functions, possibly associated with maritime
commerce.

While the stesof relatively few residentia buildings, no longer extant, are known in the district,

(continued)
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more Stes should exist. Little documentation is reported for pre Civil War reddencesin the
district. No resdences built between 1659 and 1719 by the village's first settlers are known to
exist. Structura remains and related occupationd type festures assodated with homesteeds from
this period should exist. Grog sdler John Barnes 22"/ lot from the original Freetown Purchase
wes settled by cooper Ben Chase dbout 1685, however, the exact location of the homesteed is
unknown. Severd potential resdential Stesin the district have been noted above. Additional
resdential Stesmay includethe S and Frank Briggs House Site (c.1770) located & 11 Water
Stredt, the ste of the Old Deen Homesteed a 16 Water Street, the Col. EW. Pierce House Site
(c. 1814-1936) in the vicinity of 19 South Main Street, and atwo story ssh box (c.1760) standing
a 7 South Main Street until 1996.

Civic and institutional buildingsare dso represented in the archaeologica record inthe Assonet
District. Structura evidence may exist related to the 1793-96 Baptist Meeting House a 30 South
Main Stret, demolished after construction of the 1833 South or Christian Church, now known as
S. Bemard's Church. Foundation sonesfrom the earlier meeting house were reported to be still
recognizable in the early 20th century. Structural remains may aso survive from a small
schoolhouse (1798), originally located next to the Baptist Meeting House but later moved to a
dte acrossthe road from the cattle pound. Similar remains may aso survive from a second
schoolhouse (pre-1773) originally located in the vicinity of 8 South Main Street.

Buria grounds represent another potentially important archaeologica resource present in the
district. Prior to the official opening of the Assonet Burial Ground off South Main Street in
1865, individuals were often buried in severd family burid plots in the district or buried in Fall
River. Many individuals originally buried in Fall River were moved to the Assonet Burial
Ground after it's opening. Smdler family burial grounds in the district include the Payne
Hathaway Cemetery on Mill Stregt, the Hathaway Cemetery (1749) on South Main Street, and
the Nichols Cemetery on North Main Street. Each of theseburia grounds contain the physical
remains of village resdents and a source of information on the generd hedlth of the inhabitants.
Each of the burial grounds may contain unmarked graveseither the result of missing burial
markers or intentional buria practices. Unknown personsand/or paupers may have been buried
without sone markers. Locd ora tradition a0 hes it that Frestown daveswere buried in the
comers of burial grounds, possibly without lasting markers. Savery was abolished in
Massachusetts in 1783, Prior to that date, somewedthy landowners in Frestown were known to
own daves.

(end)
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Assonet National Register Historic District, Fregtown, possessssintegrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  Thiswell-preserved village, one of two
centers in Freetown, medscriterion A for itsrolein the development of Frestown and its
asociationswith the growth of the religious, commercia, and govemmenta center, and with the
development if its ship building, milling and gun manufacturing indugtries. Itslocation a the
furthest navigable northeast point of the Assonet River gaveit access to coada and intemational
shipping and the commercia opportunitieswhich allowed it to flourish. The digtrict'srolein the
military history of the developing nation, from the French and Indian Wars through the
American Revolution and Shay'sRebellion gives it additional significance. The district meets
criterion Cfor itsfine collection of architectural examples dating from the early 18th century
through the early 20th century, particularly its Georgian, Federd and Gothic Revival residences,
two bridges congructed a the beginning and end of the 19th century, and afine Federa church.
The two churches are integral partsof thedistrict. The former Congregationd or North Church
derives its primary significancefrom its architectural distinction, the Baptist/Christian or South
Church from its association with the development of the district and with the Christian
Movement. Significant & the local level, the district's period of significance extendsfrom 1710
to 1949.

Historical Significance

Contact Period:(15 00-1620)

Once covered with deciduous and pine forest, the remnants of which survive as Frestown State
Forest, the areain which Assonet Historic District is located was the ssssond home of the native
Polanokets (Wampanoags), who maintained north-south trail sthrough the area (remaining as
North and South Main Streets, with afording place & itsjunction with the Assonet River, and an
eed-west trail as Elmand Mill Streets-Richmond-Howland Roads. While no settlement Stes
have been egablished for this period, this riverine areais consdered particularly sendtive for its
archeological resources.

First Settlement Period: (1620-1675)

In 1657 agroup of Plymouth setterswished to buy fromthe local tribes one of the last remaining
large, virgin tracts west dong the Assonet River. Parhgpsa the ingtigation of tavern keeper
John Bames, Ossamequiin, the Wampanoag king, (called Massasoit by the English), went into
debt to Bamesfor his liquor. Although Massasoit, his dder son Wansautta, (called Alexander)
and wife Tatgpanum, (Weatamow, Queen of the Pocassets) were rductant to sell, in 1659 they
finally agread to discharge this debt in exchange for the land and afew English mede articles
uch as kettles, coats and shoes.

(continued)
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The Freaman's Purchase, and ultimately the town, is named for the 26 Original Purchesars who
were freemen, i.e, dlowed to vote and conduct budnessin their community. It was the last
major purchase before King Philip's War inthe Province of the Massachusatts Bay. However, in
the years after 1659 sattlement was light to nearly non-existent, and it is believed that the
purchasewas principally speculative.

The name adopted for the village gppearsto have derived from Wampanoag usage, but
trandations differ markedly. Rev. Orin Fowler thought that Assonet meant a place of done
crags, while for Town Clerk Pao Alto Fierce it signified a song of praise. The record of the
initial interaction between native peoples of the district and itsfirst white settlers is not well
documented. 1t gppears that rdations between them were a least amicable, as the dead resarved
alifeinterest inathreeto four acre lot for a Wampanoag ferry keeper.

The Frestown Purchase was four mileswide and saven long and included mogt of whét is now
Fall River. 1twas bounded onthe eest by the original lineof the purchese, till visiblein the
shgpe of the town and indicated on the map of 1871, and on the west by the Assonet River and
Bay, giving accessto this early trangportation route through aroadlessarea I1n 1660 the tract
wes divided by a committee of three into twenty-six approximately even lots, one for eech
purchaser, all of whom agread not to contet their dlotment.

The lotswere each roughly 100 yard wide and four miles long. They were laid out west to eest
to include water frontage and possibly access to the north-south native path, now North and
South Main Streets. This eest-west orientation of division lines is still adominant festurein
Asonet property layout. The decison not to provide for a Common had alagting effect on the
development of Assonet. Asthe settlement had no centralized public land where civic buildings
could be located, and no dear community focus, the busy crossroeds a the Four Comers
gradualy adopted thisrole.

Four of the lots, numbers twenty through twenty-four, fell within what cameto be known as
Asonet, and aress of each of these four are located within the Assonet Historic District.
Historians differ about the location of the ancient lot lines, Pao Alto Fierce holding that the
south line of John Barnes twenty-second lot could be traced in the south line of the Hathaway
Cemetery on South Main Street (c. 1749, Map # 97, MHC # 806) and indeed aline can bedrawn
on both sdes of South Main Street. However, an overlay mep by recent surveyor Ben Evans
drew its south limit on alinerunning behind the cottages on The Lane, then eesward between
the two Hathaway housesat 23 South Main Street (Map # 94) and 21 South Main Street (Map #
92). Fierce, however, placed its north boundary alittle south of ElIm Street, Evansthought it ran
alittle north of EIm Stret. Sammy's Lane and Forge Road may represent the north border of the
twenty-third lot.

(continued)
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Colonial Period: (1675-1775)

Theorigina purchasers bought for speculation or futurerather than immediate settlement, 0
development waited for one or even two generations. Residents of the surrounding towns
abandoned their homeseedsfor the safety of Taunton during the devedating King Phillips Wear

of 1675, and after the war sattlement of the Purchesewas dow. Thetwenty-first lot wes
purchased but not settled by Samud Nash of Plymouth. Grog sdller John Barnes twenty-second
lot was settled by cooper Ben Chegeabout 1685. Chiase became Sdectman of the town for two
years. Thetwenty-third lot was settled by Jodhua Tisdd e, the original purchasar's son. Joshua
later sarved as Town Clerk, Assessor and Sdectman. He built the Tisdde Dam in 1710, (Map #
181) and about the same time aGrist and Saw Mill (Map #18.3. 184) on Mill Street, dying there
in 1714.

Capt. Jodah Window, who settled on his grandfather's twenty-forth lot, built the district's
earliest known gructure, the Window Dam (Map # 37.2) in 1695 and erected first a Sawv Mill
and then aGrist Mill, Mill/Locust Streets(Map #31.1). Onthe other, or northwest Sdejust
outsde the district, agroup of resdents compaosed of Gilbert, Barnaby and Kenem Window
built asav mill which remained in the Window family for nearly 200 years. Captain Josiah
Window served in the militia, and was Sdectman, Assessor, Moderator and Treasurer for the
Town. Hediedin 1761 a& 92. Later afulling and machinery for carding wool were added to the
ste. The Window House was built ca. 1706 just eedt of the gristmill. It wasthought to bethe
oldest housein town before it was demolished for the extension of the 20th century textile mill,
(Puritan Mills (1910. Map # O 31) buih on the foundations the saw/grist mill.

It was not until enough residents hed settled on it that the purchase passad out of private or
proprietary ownership. In 1683, by order of the Massachusatts Generd Court, the Town of
Freetown was established. Aspart of the Plymouth Colony it was required in 1639 to contribute
to the Colony'smilitary forceand to organize aloca militia. Only three yeers after
egsablishment as aTown, probably under the impetus of gpproaching King William's War,
Freetown had formed acompany under a lieutenant-commander.

By 1688 the population, including those who resded in what is now Fall River, reeched 270.
The same year the town voted atax to build the south bridge over Assonat River a the location
of the present South Main Street bridge, (Map #85). 1n 1692 the Plymouth Colony merged with
the Masschusatts Bay Colony and in 1700 the eestem boundary with Tiverton was established,
0 that what is now Eagt Frestown was till part of Tiverton. By 1705 a caitle pound had been
enclosed, probably the Cattle Pound, on High Street ( Map # 106) indicating the largely farming
occupations of the resdents.

(continued)
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In 1699 the town voted to erect the mesting houserequired for every Massachusettstown, but it
took yearsto build, remaining unfinished until 1713. Itslocation, now in Fall River, sarved the
wholetown. More years passed before a satisfactory dergyman was obtained, for the settlers
were wary of the demand for civil support of the clergy and desired greater separation of church
and gate than the quasi-theocratic Massachusetts Colony thought proper. Besdes, the factious
residents could not agree on the theologica qualificationsof proposed candidates. Finaly they
petitioned London to supply a suitable man, hoping to podponethe issue. | n 1747 the church
wes formally organized but itsfirst permanent minister was acogpted by the congregetion with a
contract stating that he was never to receive a sdary fromthe Town, as required by law, but
ingead would be supported by the free will of its reddents.

As s00n as there were enough residentsto sugtain them, those fortunate enough to own land on a
fall in the river, built adam to trap their power. Thenthey built the mills nesded to convert the
surrounding forests into building materids, grind the local crops into flour and com-med, and
processthe loca wool for clothing and bedding. Besdesthe mills noted above, another dam
(1702, rebuilt 1704) was established just north and et of the district which was to play an
important role inits development. The Forge, an iron worksbuilt in 1704 to process Taunton
iron, continued to produce iron tools after 1820 through the nineteenth century.

A sscond settlement node was established just south of the river. The probable oldest house in
the district, the gambrel roofed "Old Homesteed" a 10 South Main Street (c. 1720-1725, Map #
84, MHC #A-21, Photo # 1) was kept as tavem a leedt from 1765, possibly eerlier, as owner Lot
Strange hed alicense to keegp atavem from 1729-38. Nearby agroup of shug cottageswere built
between 1735 and 1770 on The Lane. In 1746, Ephriam Tisdde sold a piece of land and erected
the first publicly owned schoolhouse in Assonet. 1t gppears to have been located just north of the
"Old Homesteed”" & approximately 8 South Main Street (Mgp #s DD 82) setting an early
precedent for govemmenta building neer the Four Corners. The schoolhouse burnt and the new
schoal (1773) built on the same lot was a0 usad for Town Mesetings.

Resdentia and ingtitutional development continued to relate to the First Settlement Period travel
routes—North and South Main Streets and Mill Street/Richmond Road. Only afew local dreets
were added, such as Water Street, sad to be a path before 1685, and The Lane. Elm Street may
have been adead end residentid dredt, as it doesnot gopear on the map of 1794, but isfound on
the mgp of 1831

Asonet's leading, and probably wedthiest citizen. Col. Thomas Gilbert, eamed his military
reputation inthe French and Indian War of 1755-1756, serving with three othersfrom Freetown.
His house much dtered housea 1 EIm Street (Map # 2, MHC #A-15) was buihc. 1744-1745,
probably by Ephriam Tisdae, Gilbert's father-in-law.

(continued)
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Between the end of the Indian wars and the beginning of the American Revolution, the area
around Newport becameinvolved in alucrative tradewith the Wes Indian idands. This
involved the exchange of daves, rum, sugar and Wes Indian goods. It is not known to what
extent the residents of Freetown participated in the dave trade, but it gppearsthat they were
involved in what hes been caled the triangular trade, usng small vessds manned by small
crews. Fregtown ships gopear to have carried local coopers and the materids to make casks
The hoops were mede in near-by Narragansatt, the white oek gavesfor the rum casks and red
ok gavesfor sugar hogsheeds came from Taunton. The degance of many of Fregtown's early
buildings might be credited, & least in part, to the wedlth derived from this trade.

Although Fregtown familiesdso purchasad and usad davesfor farm labor and house service,

probably only the wedthiest actually kept them, and that their numbers were small. The practice

was ended when the Revolution began as small American vessds could not escgpe being

captured by the British cruisers lying in wait for them aong the Atlantic coast. Local landowner

Jecob Hathaway owned seven davesin 174, but in 1783 davery was abolished in
Massachusetts. The cenaus of 1790 indicates that there were no davesliving in the town.
However, churches built in Frestown until about 1833 were congructed with "Negro pews'.
Locd tradition holds that Frestown daveswere buried in the comers of buria grounds.

While aportion of Tiverton, caled New or Eagt Freetown, was annexed to Fregtown in 1747,
eighteen years laer, the enlarged town, including the present Fall River, was still thinly
populated, with atotal of 1492 reddents. By 1776 it had climbedto 1,901, again of 409 in
deven years. Parhgps this rapid rise was based on the drength of the local commercia
economy. About 1773 the now demolished Green Dragon Tavern was built on the Site of the
Bandgtand on South Main Siregt (c. 1930s Magp# 79.2).

Federal Period (1775-1830)

On the eve of the American Revolution, the Town of Freetown, led by Asonet resdents, placed
itself firmly in the Tory or Loyalist camp. In 1774 it ingtructed its Generd Court Representative

Col. Thomas Gilbert to prevent repetitions of the Boson Tea Party. The saunchly anti-Whig

Colond took command of Loyalist sympathizers in southern New England, making Assonet the

hub of pro-British resstance.

In 1775, a the direction of British Generd Gage, Col. Gilbert dored muskets, powder and

bulletsinhishousea 1 Elm Stret, (c. 1744-1745, Map # 2, MHC # A-15). Heds0 collected
three hundred Bristol County men to quell the impending insurrection of the area However, on
April 9th and 10th, just aweek before the battles of Concord and Lexington, a superior force of
two thousand Minute Men marched on the "detested” Loyalist village, saized twenty-nine Tories

and the munitions in Gilbert's house, and digpersed the Tory leeders forcing them to flee.
(continued)
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Gilbert escgpad to aBritish man of war a Newport but his son inlaw, who was found hiding in
the EIm Street housewas not 0 fortunate. After being discovered hiding in his in-law's oven he
wes placed backwards on his horse and garted for the Tauntonjail. When the Colond and his
dave Pompey, who had returned from Newport, intercepted the group and demanded hisrdesse,
the crowd, too respectful of the old soldier's power and reputation to oppose him, let the younger
man go.

The wedthy, older resddents of Assonet continued to be strongly Loyalist. They had done well
under the British and were afraid to risk their property inawar. Their dancewas in contrast to
the Whig or Patriot sentiments of many of the resdents of New or Eag Freetown, who were
neither as rich nor consarvative as their longer established neighbors in Assonet. 1t wasonly
after the leading Tories had been driven avay in 1776 that Assonet came under the control of the
Patriots.

After the departure of mog of Assonet's Loyalist leaders. Colond Josgph Durfee, a Patriot who
had sarved inthe Battle of White Plains, returned home to re-organized the militia. On May 25,
1778, the British moved across Mt. Hope Bay to atack the southern part of Freetown (now Fall

River). They had begun to move inland when the troops were meat by Durfee and the Freetown

militia. Out-gunned, the locds retrested towards Fall River's Main Street, but regrouped, killed
two Redcoats, and drove off the enemy without asngle lossof their own.

Durfee later owned the housea 8 Water Street (c. 1799, Map # 59, MHC # A-43) buih by
blacksmiths, brothers Eleszer and Pater Nichols, Durfeg's father-in-law. While the Battle of
Freetown did not actually take place in present-day Freetown, its leeder was an important
resdent of thedistrict. Durfeesarved as Sdectman in 1780.

The majority of the Tories did not leave town, and inMay 1777, Town Mesting sant to trial
twenty-eight of the accusad Loydists, mog from Assonet. The quirky local historian Gen. E. W.
Pierce described how the Tories continued to make every possible trouble for the patriot cause
Before the end of thewar, the Tories had alowed resdents who were indligible to vote but
Loydlist to vote, creating "anarchy and confusion™, and requiring an goped to State authorities.

Asonet resdents, like many in the area, continued to vigoroudy ress the centralized authority
of the American govemment. During Shay's Rebedllion of 1786, Frestown resident David
Vaentine led the pro-British rebds, and the town became Bristol County's Tory headquarters.
Freetown's gock of munitions, vulnerable to the "mobcrats’, was saved by Captain Benjamin
Weaver and the First Company, (Assonet) militia. Manufactured in Freetown, the rescued
bullets were carried by Assonet's men in the Wer of 1812 and the Civil War.

(continued)
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The period between the end of Revolufionary War and the opening of therailwaysin 1835 was
perhaps Frestown's greatest period of growth and evident prosperity for itscitizens. The
cessation of hodtilities alowed indudtries, trade and shipping to flourish, while the introduction
of the more efficient rail trangportation dameged the town's boat building and shipping trades,
and the commercia activity basad upon them.

Between 1776 and 1790, when the town's population was 2,220, Freetown had grown by 301
people. By 1800 it had added another 333. Even though the Town of Fall River was st off in
1803, by 1810 Freetown population was reduced by only 657 resdents  Andin spite of the
annexation of part of the town by Fairhaven in 1815, in 1820 Freetown hed regained all but
fifteen of its 1810 number. Indeed, its population steedily advanced until 1830, when it begana
decline which was to continue throughout the nineteenth century.

The town could support the burgeoning population during this period in part because of the
growth of its ship building, shipping, commerce and industry, much, though by no meensall of it
focused in Assonet. The first record of ship building in town datesfrom 1782, the lagt wes
congtructed in 1848. At first only smal shipswere built, but after the Revolution, Freetown
yards built vessalsof 100 tons or more.

Ship building in Freetown reeched its pinnacle about 1834, and towards the end of the period,
about forty to fifty men were employed in thistrade. One of the prominent dry docks in town
was Welcome Hathaway's on Water Street, now Hathaway Park (c. 1790s Map # 66). A ship
yard was located a about the site where John Deane moved the old Dean Homesteed now 19
Water Street (c. 1750, Map # U 64) after ship building had cessed. |t hed stood on the Ste of 16
Water Street. The only building in the ship yards was generdly a storage shed, but a saw pit
over atrench, and a 9eam box for bending wood were usudly congructed on the site.

The men of Assonet earned their livelihood in avariety of ways connected to the industry: they
were the ship builders, sailed the vessdls imported and exported goods and sold them as well.

"It was said of Wdcome Hathaway, who in his day was largely interested in shipping and ship
building, that he could modd avessd, build her, rig her, make her sails, and sail her. [Pierce,
Pdo Alto, A History of Freetown, Massachusetts, J. Franklin and Co., Fall River, 1902, p. 173]
His house, (Map # 66.3) located inwhat is now Hathaway Park was built ca 1800. Many were
smply investors. John M. Deane listed over 300 vessdshailing from Fregtown from 1792 to
1902, mogt dating before 1830. He counted 254 which were built wholly or partly for citizens of
Freetown, mog of thesebuilt by resdents of the town.

The small vessdls carried local wood, cut lumber and other cargoesto the cities of the eedtem
seeboard as far away as Battimore, but larger ships engaged in the "southem carrying trade’,
(continued)
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ferrying cargoes of rice, cotton and sesd between southem ports as early as 1811 and perhgps
earlier. These ships were refitted in Assonet during the summer, giving employment to many
men.

Many of the people involved in the ship building and importing trades lived in Assonet, and
more specifically in the district. Their houses gand as records of the vigor of the industry and of
their owner's dedre to use the often consderable wedlth it created for their dwellings. The house
a 2 Water Street (. 1792-1797, Map # 53, MHC # A-16) was the home of mariners Jonathan
Bowen, Thomas Vaentine and Capt. James Burr; 5Water Street (c. 1790s, Map # 56, MHC #A-
45) bdonged a one timeto Capt. George Pickens. Investor Josah Paddock, who put money in
the 37 ton Soop Eliza, (1799) buih the house a 6 Water Streat (c. 1796, Map # 57, MHC #A-
46) ; Jeson Hathaway who built 28 Water Streat (c. 1809, Map # 69, MHC # A-37), was both
meder and part owner of Soop Rostte (1816); blacksmith Peter Nichols, of 8 Water Street (ca
1799, Map # 59, MHC # A-43) partly owned Soop Two Peters (1795); Elder Philip Hathaway
built the housea 36 Water Street (c. 1800, Map # 72, MHC # A-34, Photo # 3) later dtered by
mader mariner Captain Washington Reed. Philip Hathaway, who had money in many vessdls,
adso lived in 23 South Main Stregt (1792. Map # 94, MHC #A-26). Hisson whofollowed him
there was Captain Edmund, a meger mariner and owner of saverd ships. Thisrepresentsonly a
partial description of the major impact of ship building and investing on the digtrict's buildings.

Assonet's active and successful participation in shipping and commerce is attributed to its
location at the heed of navigation on ariver of essy goproach and ascant. Teams arrived from
surrounding townswith manufactured articles, wood and agricultura produce and |eft the
wharves with sugar, molasses sdit, flour, and rum. "Occasiondly the river would be dotted with
pine goples, oranges, limesand other decaying tropical fruit that had bean thrown overboard
from vessds engaged in the Wett Indian trade” [Deane, John M., in Pdo Alto Pierce, A History
of Freetown. Massachusetts J. Franklin and Co., Fall River, 1902, p. 192] So extensve was
Asonet trade that Captain and ship investor Edmund Hathaway was told that he himself paid
more cusoms duties than any other three towns combined in the Dighton Cugtoms District.

During this period Assonet developed itswharves, having 26,720 superficia feet of wharf land
listed in the 1831 census Scoresof local, coagta, and foreign vessdstied up a the now mainly
demolished wharves. A gtout goneriver retaining wall remains a the Lower Wharves a the
wes end of Water Street: Nichols Wharf Site, now 39 Water Strest (c. 17905 Map # 74.2), ad
the Cudworth Wharf Ste (c. 17905 Mep #V 5). Other wharves were clustered near what is now
Hathaway Park. Hathawav's (c. 1790s Magp # 66.5 on the west and Chase/Rodman/Vaughn's (c.
1790, Map # 66.6) on the eest. The vessdswere met by ox teeamsfrom Fall River, Taunton and
Middleborough carrying manufactured articles and raw materials

(continued)
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for shipment to Providence, New Y ork, or foreign ports, or raw materias for export. The iron
products from Eagt Fregtown's fumace were shipped from the port a Assonet and after 1818 iron
"pigs’ arriving from New Jarsey were shipped here as well.

Other indudtries contributed to the wedlth. Grist mills continued to run in seeson, perhgps a the
Window Mill, Mill Street (Map # O 31.2) which hed the first machine to grind com and cob
together; the Forge, run by the Hathaway family until about 1820 and by Josah Window until
about 1845. The Tisdale Mills on Mill Street continued to grind corn (Map # 18.3) and saw
wood (map # 18.4), as did Henry Porter's now demolished mill just outsde the district. The
remains of the abutments and acoessroad (M@ # 18.5) to the now demolished house which went
with the mill on the northwest dde of the river are still clearly visible. Josgph Window erected a
Grist Mill a atide mill just eedt of the South Main Street bridge in 1784, (Map# 83.2). The
Briggs Tan Yard located next to the river on the property now 10 Elm Strest (Map# 8 MHC #
A-54) may have opened, as evidenced by the vauation list of Freetown in 1831 which citesfour
tan yards. 1t was s0ld as aworking yard in 1840.

Farming continued to play arolein the local economy, producing either for home consumption
or for export to Fall River or Boston. The 1831 vauation of the town shows 220 housesand 158
barns, suggesting that mog of town's resdentswere still involved infood production.

About commerce during this period in Assonet we know relatively little, but Freetown is said to
have had fourteen doresin 1800. The Sampson and Nichols Store (1810, rebuilt 1820,
demolished 1995-1996, Map#V 6, MHC #A-18) saved the surrounding towns as well as
Assonet folk. Sampson aso owned the Forge off Richmond Road and the Dogget Store & 7 Elm
Street (c. 1750, Map # 5.3, MHC #A-53) the later possbly owned by Ephriam Window in 1822.
Another smaller, gambrd roofed sore, now atached as an el to the Elder Philip Hathaway
House, 23 South Main Street (housec. 1792, doreca 1796, Map# 94, MHC #A-26) sood on
South Main Street & what isnow Smpson Lane. It catered to sallors as they cameoff the wharf
on TheLane.

The ingtitutionsof the town grew to accommodate a population which was enlarging in Sze and
outlook. The controversy between Assonet's Loydistsand Patriots, far from being apurely
political matter, had arole in the cregtion of new ingtitutions. The quarrdl invaded the
Congregationa congregation to such an extent that its much beloved minister, Silas Brett,
abandoned the church and town in 1776, leaving the congregation indisarray. To satisfy the
religious needsof the citizens, the Baptist Church organized before 1781 in Assonet. Between
1793-96 the Baptists erected a Meeting House 1t was located & 30 South Main Sireet adjacent
to the South or Christian Church (1833, Mgp# 96, MHC #A-27) now . Bemard's Church.
Demoalished for the congtruction of the 1833 building, itsthe outline of its foundations were still
recognizable in the early 20th century.

(continued)
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Without afunctioning Congregational Church, the Baptist Church became the center of
Assonet'sreligiouslife. In 1807 the town was swept by the "Sscond Awakening”, areligious
revival movement which invigorated the new nation in response Unitarian theological idees
originating in Bogton. Under the leadership of its respected leeder. Elder Philip Hathaway of 23
South Main Street (c. 1792 but possbly earlier. Map # 94, MHC # A-26) the Baptist
congregation church discarded its strict Calvinist and orthodox Baptist views and adopted those
of the "Christian Connection" movement.

In 1803 the segport town of Fall River was st off from Freetown. Thisrequired areorganization
of the now leaderless Congregationa Church, whose old meeting house and cemetery was now
in Troy, Fall River'soriginal name The defunct congregation hed a strong tradition of rejection
of quad-theocratic requirements for loca support of the clergy, and willingnessto ssek religious
life dsawhereif the those requirements were too invasive. In the decades after the Revolution
when dternate sacts such as Quakers and Baptist chalenged the monopoly of the
Congregationdigts, Unitarian idedls softened religious dogma, and reviva s reintroduced positive
religious experience, Assonet's Congregational community recongtituted itself

In 1808-1809, gavanized by the "Great Awakening”, the remnants of the Congregationa
congregation were able to build achurch a Assonet, the new focus, dthough not the
geographica center, of the re-drawn town. Its location near the Four Comers reinforced the
asoendancy of the crossoads as the locus of the public life of the community. The church's Sze
and up-to-date degance reflected the energy, wedth and sophidtication of its largely Assonet
congregation.

The carpenter of the new church building was Ebenezer Fierce of Middleborough and Assonet.
To erect the smcture he imported timber from Mainein his doop. Ferce probably built his
large, Georgian-Federd style house (c. 1814, Map # 90.1), which equaed or excesded the church
in refinement. It was demolished for the original St. Bernard's Church, now dtered ssa
resiaurant & 19 South Main Sireet (1937-1938, Map # HH 90).

In 1798, probably in regponseto recent population growth, the Assonet school district was
divided into two. A smal schoolhouse, possbly built in 1798, was located next to the 1793
Baptist Meeting house  Its hearthstone was discovered in the late 19th century under the church
walk. Later the school was moved across the road from the Cattle Pound, High Street (c. 1705,

M ap# 106).

In 1794, William A. Leonard, alawyer from Raynham, erected alarge officebuilding that later

becamethe Village School. 5 North Main Street (Map # 53, MHC # A-16, Photo # 7). It

probably continued as an attorney's officeuntil about 1830. The building was usaed later by the
(continued)
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Assonet Academy, aprivate high school. In 1854 it was purchasad by a School House
Committee, and three years later the Town bought it for the village dementary schooal. It
continued as the Assonet School until 1950. In 1906 it was remodded inthe Colonial Revival
style, orienting the entry to face the dreet rather than the church.

To adjugt to the town's new boundaries, in 1806 Assonat was divided into eest and west toform
two of the town's eight schoal districts. The 1773 schoolhouse on South Main Street was sold &
auction. A re-drawing of the didtricts in 1814 resulted in three new Assonet digtricts using the
"Four Comers', as adiving line. One of the schools sood on the south dde of Water Street eest
of the Hathaway Park (Map # 66).

In 1823 the ttiple or three arched ElIm Street Bridge (Map # 7, MHC # A-900) over the Assonet
River was erected by order of the Town Meseting. The earlier bridge a the ste may have been
gone, as Town records indicate rebuilding. Perhgpsthe heavy traffic to and from the port
required that the bridge be strengthened, and EIm Street itself may have been improved by this
time to transport the iron products manufactured by the Eagt Frestown Furnace. While it isnot
shown on the mgp of 1784, it gopearson that of 1831. A public right of way dong its margins
may indicate the dte of the original ford. A coach between Fall River and Boston passed
through Assonet once aweek, probably stopping & the now demoalished Green Dragon Tavem
on South Main Stret, (c. 1773, Map #79.2).

At some point, perhgps during this period. Weter Street wes adriftway, and a gate or bars wes
maintained a end of the street. Driftwayswere pathsfor driving cattle, 0 perhgpsthe barswere
removed after the closing of the abattoir in the Benjamin Deen S, later the John Deen barn.
The barn was demolished in 1865.

The pogt Revolutionary period saw perhigps Assonet's grestest resdential development.  Scores
of houseswere built along the dreedy existing roadsto digant destinations: North Main Street
was called the Taunton Road, South Main Street the Fall River Road and Mill/Richmond the
Pymouth Road into the twentieth century. Water Street, too saw an enormous amount of new
home building, remodding or additions.

Early Industrial: 1830-1870

While the opening of rail trangport in the mid-1830s hurt Assonet's shipping trade, it did not
dedtroy it. Infact, indirect accessdid not come to Assonet until the opening of the New Bedford
and Taunton Railroad through East Freetown in 1840. Direct accessonly arrived in 1845 when

(continued)
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the Fall River Railroad opened adepot on EIm Street just esdt of the district, with servicefrom
Fdl River to Myricks. A yeer later it connected to Boston.

The Canaus of 1840 records Frestown's first population decline, with the consequent dowing of
home construction. Adding to the generd westward movement of the seaboard population wes
the impetus of the gold rush of 1849, Seventy of the mostly young men in town caught gold
fever, and many never returned. "Thetown has never fully recovered from the disheartening
effect of this sudden and savere drain upon itsyoung manhood.” [Deane, John M., in Pdo Alto
Pierce, A History of Freetown, Massachusetts J. Franklin and Co., Fall River, 1902, p. 237.]

Boat building continued to be an important loca indugtry in the first two decedesof this period,
dthough its peek year isthought to have been 1834, when saven boats were congtructed in town.
In 1848 the lagt ship built here was launched, but the two whaling voyages out of Freetown in the
1340s were disastrous. Commerce with the south continued, and Darien, Georgia became a
meeting point for the Assonet shipping community. Severd Assonet merchants opened gores
there to trade with the poor whitesof the Georgiainterior. The floor of the Dean bam a 14
Water Streat (1838, Map #62.1) was condructed of planks from raftsfl oateddown river from
the Georgia interior for trade with Assonet merchants. By 1861 thefleet was reduced tofour,
and the Civil War put an end to this busness

Frestown's combination of shipping and commerce in thisperiod isillustrated by the carear of
Captain Washington Read. Hewas born in Fregtown in 1813. Ashisfather, amage of vesds
in the marine sarvice, had deven children to support. Reed went to sea & nine on hisfather's
ship. Hecaptained hisown vessd a thirteen, plying batween Fall River, Newport and
Providence. Reed entered the southem trade, then the West Indiestrade, shipped to Europe, and
a twenty-one becameameaser. He captained sixteen ships, crossed the Atlantic seventy five
times, and rounded the world in 1850. Herescued fifty two passengers, never lost avess,
owned many of his vessals and ended his hugdly diversified seargoing life in 1874. Settling in
ship owner Elder Philip Hathawav's House 36 Water Strest (c. 1800, Map # 72, MHC # A-34,
Photo #3) Read might have remodded the house a thistime, as hiswife was hardly home,
having accompanied him onthirty eight of his transatlantic voyages. Hewas a Sae
Representative in 1875.

The mills, too, continued to power loca indudtries. Henry Porter purchased the Window grist
mill and made Cut nails and a succession of budnesses manufactured edgetools a the Forge.
On the south dde of the Window and Porter dam were atrip hammer shop, and ablacksmith

shop, (Map #24.1).

In 1853 Nathan R. Daviscameto Assona from Hartford where he had leamed the gun
(continued)
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manufacturing busness. The firm he esablished herewith Assonet resdent David Thrasher
would becomethe largest employer in town and survive into the 20th century. The partners
began on Water Street, making muzzle-loading rifles, then moved to the Forge to obtain water
power. In 1854 the firm removed to the now demolished Thresher building on the south sde of
Water Street nesr Flessant Stret. Here Davis and Thresher may have been the first in America
to produce iron frameor lock frame shotguns

After abrief halt a the gart of the Civil War, in 1861 the firm got an enormous subcontrect to
produce sights for Springfield rifled muskets carried by the Union soldiers. Thragher retired in
poor hedth in 1862 and Dr. Thomas G. Nichols of 15 North Main Street (c. 1800-1825, Map #
42, MHC #A-7) became Davis partner. Davis probably built his own house next to partner Dr.
Nichols & 21 North Main Siret (c. 1853-1860, Map#45). BenjaminF. Aiken, who worked a
the factory, probably built the housea 1 High Street (c. 1855-1870, Map # 102). It was hewho
desgned and developed the reliable Rival Hammerless gun which won a patent in 1386.

The plant weas burned in 1864, perhgps by a southem sympethizer, but soon reopened in the
Sampson and Nichols Store building, which was demolished on 1995, (Map#V 6, MHC # A-
18). In 1869 the firm ssams to have purchasad Dean'sHall built in 1847 on Water Street. 1t was
converted it into the large, mansard roofed Assonet Machine Shop/Davis Gun Factory (Map #
601.1) but gun production was not consolidated there until 1873-1874.

Farming continued to play arolein the life of this mainly residential areax J. D. Wilson, who
lived & 5 Elm Streat (c. 1734/1790, Map# 5, MHC # A-52, Photo # 2) listed himself as a farmer
and mill owner onthe mgp of 1871, as did Col. E. W. Rierce. Corn and whest for the village and
vicinity were gored over the winter in awarehouse on the lower wharves, probably the Water
Strest Store House Site (Map # 74.3), or a another & about the location of Col. Rierces Tenant
House a 14 South Main Street (Map #87.1) which bumt in 1886. A now demolished
Blacksmith Shop was located north of the "Old Homestead" a about 8 South Main Street (Map #
82.1) at least by 1853 and probably earlier. In 1871 the shop wes operated by J. Shrove who

may have lived & 18 South Main Street (c. 1860/1900, Map # 89).

Tanning continued & the Tan Yard. 10 Elm Siret (Map # 8 MHC # A-54) under the Briggs
family'sownership. H. Elbridge Tinkham cameto Assonet in 1853 and began shoemaking. He
lived in the Adonian Crane house a 2 Forge Road (Map # 33). After being wounded in the Navy
during the Civil War, Ensgn Tinkham became the gation agent a the Assonet depot. Much of
the District's commercia building of this period hes been demolished, including the South Main
Strest Johnson Store (Map # 79.1) and aLivery Stable, 9 South Main Street (after 1800, Map #
83.1) that had been congtructed of timbers from the Window tide operated Grist Mill (Map #
832) just ead of the dte.

(continued)
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In 1833 the Bapfist/First Christian Church decided to replace its 1793 Meeting house (Map #
96.1). The Firgt Christian Church, 30 South Main Street (Map# 96, MHC # A-27) was erected
a the dde of the older building, which was then demolished. The new church was designed in
the Greek Revival style favored by the new republic. It undewent saverd stylistic and
functional dterations between 1867-1868 and the building extended the building to the reer for
an organ. The facade was dtered, =0 that ingead of two doors flanking a center window, the
pattem was reversed and acentral door was installed.

Commerce continued to thrive a the Four Comers. In 1869 John Pesbody erected anew dore a
1 South Main Street (1869, Map # 78, MHC # A-17). The son-in-law of Capt. Sylvanus S
Payne of 38 Water Street (c. 1780-1800, Map # 73, MHC # A-33, Photo # 3) who kept the "Old
Corner Store'" a 2 South Main Street (1810/20, Map # V-6, MHC # A-18) Pesbody hed
succesded him there before building his new grocery shop. The old sore became atack factory
and then agrocery again.

Pesbody lived in the Strange/Lan™orn/Pesbody  House, 26 South Main Street (c. 1850, Map # 95,
MHC # A-25). It may have been Capt. Job Lawton and his wife Polly Strange, that built the
Gothic Reviva-stylehouse. Lawtons Wharf & the foot of The Lane, and the ssawall (Map# V
11-13) next to it was built for Lawton in 1848. On avoyage across the ocean Lawton logt his
rudder, but improvised a replacement out of ropesand chains. For his ingenuity he received
public praise and recognition from insurance companies

In 1865 the Assonat Burial Ground, South Main Street (Map #101, MHC # 818) was established,
perhaps because of the necessity of burying a number of Civil War veterans. The areahad
saved as the muder field for the local militia, but when that organization was reorganized as a
date militia, the old field mus have been unusad. Many buried inthe Fall River cemetery were
re-interred in the new cemetery.

Late Industrial Period: 1870-1915

Fregtown's population, which hed declined by 149 people in the decadefollowing 1860, fell
further by 43 personsin the next. Shipping, hit hard by the Civil War, never recovered its former
drength, and boat building had ceesed to be aviable local industry. By 1902, lessland wes
farmed, dthough there was more milk and chicken production, and much of the agricultura land
hed

returned to forest. Wood production, however, increesad dightly, and 2 or 3 people in Assonet
were employed processing lumber, probably a David Anthony and Captain John Marble's 1885
shingle mill a the Forge. Marble's housewes at. 33 North Main Street ( ¢ 1847-1864, Map #51,

(continued)
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MHC # A-2). Cudworth's Wharf (c. 1790s Map # V-4) was occasiondly used for shipping coa
and lumber.

The Davis and Sons firm remained an important economic factor in Assonet, employing thirty-
five people in 1870 and forty in 1890. The factory wes enlarged to medt its expanding
production nesdsover the years, culminating in 1910 when its Seam power plant was tripled in
sze. In 1883 Dr. Nicholsdied and Davistook his sons, William A. and Nathan W. into the
busness. Under Nathan's leadership the firm gained success producing double barreled
shotguns. Sold in cataogues in the 1880s, and to mail order firms like Sears Roebuck, the
inexpensive hunting and all purpose guns became popular with settlers of the newly opening
western datesand territories.

Nathan Davisdied in 1897, and in 1916 the Warner Arms Co. of Norwich Connecticut bought
the son'sshares. I1n 1919, after gaining control, the Wamer company moved the busness to
Connecticut. With the closing of the Water Street plant, production of the company's
inexpensve guns mede in Fregtown from 1853 to 1937 ended. The factory was demolished
about 1937.

The end of the century was atime for Assonet'scivic expangon. 1n 1886 the double-arched
Bridge & South Main Street (Map # 85) washed away inaspring freshet, and it was rebuilt with
asdngleach in 1887. Inthe lag haf of the 19th century Town Mesetings had bean held in the
Dogget Store/Wilson Tenant House a 7 ElIm Street (c. 1750-1780, Map # 113, MHC # A-53)
and in Captain Allen Payneswearehouse on Water Street. To provide Town offices and a
permanent civic meeting spece, in 1888 the Town gave itself the gift of astylish Town Hall,
Photo # 7. For its architect, the Town chose aloca man, Chales C. A. Marbleof Fall River.
Appropriately sted dose to the Four Corners a 3 North Main Strest (Map # 33, MHC # A-14), it
originally housed aFire Station as well. Previoudy, the town's Water Witch fire engine hed
been "gdored inasmal building that sood just south of the present location of the public library,
and known as the heerse hous2' [Deane, John M., inPdo Alto Fierce, A History of Freetown.
Massachusetts J. Franklin and Co., Fall River, 1902, p 230].

The next public building, the Guilford H. Hathaway Library. 6 North Main Street (1895, Map #
38, MHC # A-13) was privately buih seven years later. Its location acrossthe dreet from the
Town Hall and the Village School, 5 North Main Street, (c. 1794, Map# 35, MHC # A-12)
solidified the town's civic presance a the Four Corners. In 1892 Miss E. Horence Hathaway
persueded Town Mesting to take advantage of a$100 Sate chdlenge grant to acquire local

(continued)
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libraries, and the books were temporarily housed in the Town Hall. Whenthe library became too
large for its quartersthere. Miss Hathaway gavethe library building to the town in memory of

her father. The lot was donated by neighbor John D. Wilson, 5 EIm Street (c. 1734/1750-80)

Map #5, MHC #A-52), grandson of the Col. Weaver who saved the Town's munitions from
Shay's men nearly one hundred yearsearlier in 1786.

Mr. Hathaway was the son of Captain Edmund, an owner of a leadt thirteen Frestown vessdls,
and heavily involved in the West Indiestrade. Guilford, who lived in the Elder Philip Hathaway
House. 23 South Main Street (c. 1792, Map # 94, MHC #A-26) was active inpubliclife, serving
between 1834 and 1845 as Treasurer for four years. Sdectman for five, and School Committee
member twice.

The town's population, which in 1900 was 1,394, gained modestly during the two decedes
following it, but few housesof this period were built in Assonet. TheMai. John Desne House. 16
Water Street (1896, Map # 63, MHC #A-39, Photo # 10) was one of the most gpectacular. John
grew up in town, going to the Assonet Academy held a the Village School then became a
teecher in the South Assonet District, and when the Civil War broke out, Sgned up as an officer
and sarved in twenty battles. For "gdlant and meritorious sarvice', he was madeaMagjor. After
the war he returned to histeaching pogt, but in 1866 went into the generd sore and grocery
bugnessin Fal River.

At aged 56 and awedlthy man, he built moved the old family homestead acrossthe street and
built an impressve summer house onthe old Ste . The Colonial Revival mangion is still the
largest and possibly fanciest intown. Hiswife, Mary, an Assonet native of old family, wasa
personage in her ownright, serving as Presdent of the Fall River Richard Borden Woman's
Relief CorpsNo. 106, and later as anationd officer of the organization.

Dr. Charles Briggs house, 12 North Main Street (c. 1900, Mgp# 39, MHC #A-10) is another
important house of the period. The doctor, who cameto Assonet in 1892, sarved on the School
Committee and was aLibrary trustee.

The Puritan Mill/Swiss Textile/ Plant, 31 Mill Sireet (1910, Mgp# O 31) was erected on the Ste
of Window Mill to dean cotton and produce avariety of products medefrom it, including
sanitary napkins. While textile production was new to the district, work with cotton was a
historic ue onMill Stret. For an addition, built c. 1940-1948, the Window House, buih about
1706 and then the oldest house in town, was demolished. The company was active until 1933 as
the Swiss Textile Company.

(continued)
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Early Modern Period: 19151949

The first Census (1820) after Fregtown achieved its present geographical borders showed a
population of 1,863 and athriving economy. One hundred years later, the census counted 331
fewer resdents, and its economy was relatively quiescent, with the result that little building in
the District took place. 1n 1930 population rase dightly, but in 1940 its had shrunk by seventy-
two. A bigjump, however, came after World War |1 when the population expanded with
returning soldiers, children and new families.

Much of the building was to accommodate new technologies. An example isthe Tdephone
Building, 4 North Main Stret (c. 1936-1937, Map # 34). Buih to house an experimental

regiond dialing sysem which replaced operators, the essentidly industrial building hesa
thoroughly residential scale and form and refersto asimplified vision of Colonia America
When the new fire engine of the 1940s required a larger Soace than Town Hall could provide, the
new Fire Station. 3 EIm Strest (Map # 3) was erected in 1947-1948. Its Ste daose to the Four
Comers was traditional for civic improvements.

Roeadstoo were brought into conformity with highway technology. In the 1920s North Main
Street was dtered a its intersection with Sammy's Lane to form aless aorupt angle, and its grade
was raised oppodte the Town Hall ebout 1926. The irregular bend in ElIm Stregt was
draightened in the 1940s

Residentid building of the period was modes isnumber and sze. An early example isthe
George and Mim Brown House a& 34 South Main Sireet (c. 1918, Map #98). George worked &
theN. R. Davisand SonsCompany, which had sold its products to Seers Roebuck for years.
About 1918 George purchasaed his house as akit from Sears, and hed it constmcted on the site.
His daughter Miriam or "Mim", who lived herefor nearly acentury, became one of the first
women owners of atextile machinery busnessinFall River, and arespected benefactor androle
modd in Assonet.

The Swiss Textile Company, which was producing baby layette goods such as padsand bibs,
then quilted goods such as pot-holders and bed oreeds, was purchased by Monument
Manufacturing about 1933. During World War |1 the firm manufactured items nesded for the
war effort such as degping bags. A new complex wes erected across the road & 32 Mill Street
(. 1940-1948, Map # 32) for war production, and the work forcerose, perhgpsto as many as 175
people. After the war the company manufactured quilted goods: bed soreeds, méditress covers,
peds and pot-holders. By 1969, with employment down to about sixty workers. Monument Mills
cosed. Three yearslater the property was purchased by Lemieux Engineering, Inc., and Piping
Sydems, Inc., fabricators of piping for industry.

(continued)
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Architectural Significance

Digtinguished by the architecture of many of its buildingsand by the cohesive quality of the
historic ensemble, the Assonet Higtoric Didtrict is architecturally significant & the local level. It
isparticularly strong inits collection of vemacular Colonia period, and vernacular and high
dyle Georgian, Federd and Gothic Reviva houses two fine gone bridges and intact pound, a
lovely Federd style church and Quean Anne/Colonial Revival Town Hall. While it hes suffered
the loss of much of its 18th and 19th century commercid and industrial building, its housing
gock remains remarkably well preserved. The record of Assonet's important boat building and
shipping activity can still be read in the many sonewallslining the river, and in thefine houses
of the men who medetheir living in those enterprises

Architecture in Assonet is very much aproduct of its location. Wood from the surrounding
forests was turned into lumber for structure and dapboards for cladding by local saw mills
operating on the water power of the Assonat River. Granite for foundations, fence postsand
walls was quarried nearby by the Hathaway family. Supplies for more refined dements such es
leeded glassfanlights must have been limited, as mogt of these details ssam to be nearly
identical. Stylistic influences camefrom Plymouth and Cape Cod to the eest. New Bedford/Fall
River to the south, Rhode Idand to the west and Taunton to the north. But in spite of influences
from the wider world brought by its ssa going captains and traders, house forms and framing
techniques of the digtrict remained remarkably sable. Its conservative builders continued to
congtruct the same plans and use the sameroof designs, but dtered the stylistic details as they
became fashionable.

It isthis consarvatiam and traditionalism that makesbuilding in Assonet 0 difficult to date by
stylistic means Unfortunately, there islittle documentation of the early houses. Beddes a
nearly illegible map of 1858, the first map to show buildingsother than mills or churchesisan
1871 atlas, and we have no history discussng the digtrict's pre-Civil War houses.

Probably the district's oldest houseisthe narrow "Old Homesteed" a 10 South Main Street (c.
1720-25, Map # 84, MHC # A-21, Photo # 1). The Colonid Period vernacular cottage is very
smple, and like the three-bay Pearce’Tew House. 3 The Lane (c. 1738-40, Map #108, MHC # A-
31) has agambrd roof. Thisroof form isrelatively rare in southern Massachusatts and the town
is fortunate to havetwo good examples  Both cottages have the tight eaves lines, massive
chimneys, (centered a the Old Homedteed and off dde a the Tew House) and lack of
ornamentation assodated with early Cgpe Cod houses The later Reed House. 5 The Lane (c.
1750-80, Map # 109, MHC # A-30) is more daborated, having a protruding boxed comice,
tgpered center chimney gack and a probably later Greek Revival door surround. These cottages

(continued)
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ae examples of the Cgpe Cod form; low, smple, and built to withstand wet, windy westher.

Two Colonial Period houses are congructed on the samegenard plan as the Reed House, but
have 2 12 sories ingead of one That plan, which becamethe sandard inthe District for more
than a century, had an unusud staying power and ssemed to providethe idea of "home' to its
resdents. |t featured acentral doorflankedby two windows on either Sde and acentra chimney
placed on or neer the roofsridge line. The formulaslongevity many rdate to its flexibility: it
could be one or two rooms degp and one or two and one half gories high, might be extended

with arear ell, usudly only one story high, and itsroof could be framed with three different
techniques. Severd of the housesin the digtrict built on this pattern hed their central chimneys
removed in the mid to late 19th century, and the more efficient, fashionable pared interior
chimneysinstalled.

Another character defining dement of thedistrict isaroof framing technique in which the eaves
or geble end projects dightly out from the plane of the house. Caled an overhanging gable, it
wes used as early as the late 17th century in Cambridge and Connecticut, and by 1737 in
Providence. The feature which isfound in the immediate areaof Freetown, isrelatively rare
outsde southeegern Massachusdts, but it is particularly abundant in Assonet, occurring an
amazing Sxteen times. Interestingly, it gopearsin only two of Asonet's earliest houses The
continuation of what was essentialy a Pos-medieva stmctura technique in thelighter,
anoother Federd period after the American Revolution is evidence of the tenacity of Assonet's
traditional construction methods.

At the Colonia-Georgian style Window/Durfee/J. D. Wilson House. 5 EIm Street (c. 1734/ 60,
Map # 5, MHC # A-52, Photo # 2) this overhang is usad twice, in the gable end and, uniquely,
between the ground and sscond floors. The overhanging upper floors, massve and molded
center chimney are features of vemacular Colonia Period building. Also unique isthe
decorative treetment of the quoins, gplayed lintels and golayed gorons under the sills, (which are
themsdves the sole example in Freetown). The decorative quoins are carved from asingle piece
of wood to reeemble sone blocks indead of assambled from individua blocks, as was more
common. The Italianate one ory porch (c. 1855-75), whose thin members are arranged to
suggest Tudor arches, as well as expressing the Romantic aspirations of mid-nineteenth century
America, provided a shdtered areato experience nature, adeparture from the Georgian-Federd
practice.

The Dogget Store/Wilson Tenant House. 7 Elm Strest (c. 1750-1800, Map # 5.3, MHC # A-52)
isthought to have been built around the same time, but its extreme simplicity and probable
(continued)
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dterations a the roofline and entry make it difficult to date. 1tis2 gories high and, like the
"Old Homegteed" a 10 South Main Street (c. 1720-1725, Map # 84, MHC # A-21) is saven bays
long. The broken satbox extension a the rear isone of only afew to survive.

After the Revolution, the small settlement a Assonet experienced extraordinary growth, with
approximately thirty-one houses consgtmcted between circa 1775 and 1820, about 14 per cent of
the total number of housesinall of Frestown deven yearslater. Water Strest in particular was
built up in thisperiod. Some of the housing may have bean for newcomers drawn by Asonet's
boat building, shipping and milling opportunities. Others probably replaced earlier, smdler or
lesswell built houses Two and one half and one and one half story houses were built in nearly
equa numbers, respectively 15and 13, while there were four two story houses. Except for three
four-bay houses, al were five bays long and had center entries. Most of these ssam to have been
congtructed with center chimneys.

Thetransition between the English inspired Georgian style, with itsformal, symmetrical facades
and heavy classica design motifs, and the delicate, more trangparent Federd stylethat became
popular after the Revolution, was gradud in New England. In Asonet, the shift isdifficult to
mark, possibly because Assonet housawrights were conservative in their building practices, and
their patrons were Anglophile in their tagte.

In general. Federd houssshad lighter and thinner proportions; admitted more light to the interior
with larger windows and more glass around the major entry; used two interior fire placesingead
of onecentral stack; and windows, kept closer to the wall plane, were placed lower benegth the
cornice, and had gpayed or plain, rather than cornice mold lintels. The overhanging gable end,
old fashioned outsde Frestown's neighborhood during the period of Georgian popularity,
continued to be used in Freetown throughout the Federd period.

Like human faces which all have noses mouths, eyes chesks and chins but whose individually
we recognize, the houses discussad below are composed of similar dements, but their dightly
varying proportionsand details meke them distinctive.

A good example of the Georgian-Federd trangition isthe 1 12 sory Ebenezer Payne Cottege, 38
Water Street (c. 1780-1800, Map # 73, MHC # A-33, Photo # 3). Itisone of severd houseswith
narrow doors topped by afive light transoms, as a the Hopking/Briggs house. 13 North Main
Street (c. 1790-1820, Map # 40, MHC # A-9), and the Barlow. Bowen. Barrows House. 10 Mill
Street (c. 1789, Map # 23, MHC # A-58, Photo #4). The Payne Cottage's high basement is
unusud, providing room for a school held there the early 19th century. Ebenezer was a madter
mariner who owned sharesin severd Assonet-built vessals.

(continued)
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Another example, the Luther Cudworth Cottege, 1 Fleasant Street ¢. 1790s, (Map#53, MHC #
A-16) like itsneighbor a 42 Water Stret (c. 1790, Map# 75, MHC # A-32) was remodded ca
1840-1870 with a Gothic Revival gebled dormer and a gock Itdianate door hood. However, like
0 many others in Asondt, it retains the Sde gable overhang. Asin the Payne cottage, itsfirst
floor windows butt up againg the overhang. Cudworth may have laid out Pleesant Street
through his property in the late 18th century.

The David Clark Edate, 16 ElIm Street (c. 1760-90, Map# 12) is one of three, four-bay houses of
the period in the district. Said to have been rebuilt severd times, & 1 12 gories high, it heslow
proportions, dts dose to the ground, hes small windows with crown molds and atransom over
the smple entrance, all suggesting an early date. Probably later four-bay houses includethe
Jodah Paddock/Dr. Thomas Bump House 6 Water Street (c. 1796, Map # 57, MHC # A-46)
which hes cornice hoods over the 12/12 windows and an odd shallow entablature flanked by full
length sddlights. Bump was the town doctor and hiswife, Pulcheria Cordelia Opheliawas an
accomplished woman who kept a school for girls here after 1818. A possibly later four-bay
houseof 2 12 dories isthe Strange-Lawton House, 22 South Main Street (c. 1800-1820, Map #
53, MHC # A-16). Itsdoor surround, trangitiona to the Gresk Revival, features full length
sddights under asmplethree-part entablature.

Illustrative of the transition between Georgian and Federd syles ina2 1/2 story dwelling isthe
Barlow, Bowen. A. CA. BarowsHouse. 10Mill Stret (c. 1789, Map# 23, MHC # A-58, Photo
#4). 1f sGeorgian motifsincludethe rather small windows which sand out from the plane of
the house, and Georgian crown molds and molded sills. Itstriangular pediment over the central
door of the facadeis similar to the original door treatment of the Hathaway/Tisdale/Gilbert
House, 1 Elm Streat (c. 1744, Map# 2, MHC # A-15). Mr. Barrowswas a mader mariner and
wes invested in shipping in 1816.

The three, surviving two-story, hip-roofed Federd style housesin the district were built around
the tum of the 19th century. The John and Dr. Thomas Nichols House, 15 North Main Street (c.
1800-1825, Map# 42, MHC # A-7) employs addicate dliptical blind fanlight over the door to
bring light to the interior. An daborate example built by Reverend David A. Leonard, & 6 Elm
Street (1802. Map# 6, MHC # A-51) addsa popular monitor roof. The quoins & the comers are
meant to represent in wood the gone blocks of masonry construction. Itsfour tall end chimneys
reflect the new technology of distributing heet throughout the house ingeed of thriftily
concentrating it & the center. Leonard owned sharesin Assonet-built vessels The smilar Elder
Philip Hathawav/Read/Wilson House, 36 Water Street (. 1800, Map# 72, MHC # A-34, Photo #
3) was remodded with paired bay windows and an Itdianate style door surround by Captain
Washington Reed, possbly after his retirement from the sea in 1874.

(continued)
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Two more hip roofed housesdo not survive. The Wecome Hathaway House, Hathaway Park (c.
1797-1801, Map # 66.3), the Col. Ebenezer W. Pierce House now the dte of 19 South Main
Stret (c. 1814, Map# 90.1). Another west of the district off Flessant Street was demolished for
the congtruction of Route 24 in 1951. The six, fairly high style hip-roofed housssin avillage of
this sze suggessthe wealth and sophigtication of its resddents.

Three, well-preserved high-style housssin the district-the Deen House, 14 Water Street (c.
1797-1803, Map # 62, MHC # A-40, Photo # 6), the Robert Strowbridge/D. J. Barrows House.
32 North Main Street (c. 1800, Mgp # 50, MHC # A-3), and the Dr. Nicholas Hathawav/Alden
Hathaway House. 21 South Main Street (c. 1806, Map # 92, MHC # A-24) share a common
design with dight variations. The lagt, having beaen dtered with aporch and new paired
chimneys is lessobvioudy related. Their nearly identical door treetments involve graceful,
semi-circular fanlightswith ddicate leeded motifs. Thefinemoldings, lonic capitds and carved
rosettes are examples of the lighter, highly decorative dements of the Federd style. All three
housssretain their character-giving fences: the Deen house hes cadt iron with granite posts, while
the others have well-made gonewalls. The same door surround is dso found a the housejust
outsde the district a 46 High Street (MHC # 160) and a severd housesin Taunton.

The Congregational Church. 9 North Main Street (1809, Map # 35, MHC # A-12, Photo # 7) is
thought to have been built by Ebenezer Pierce, aloca carpenter and ultimately, one of the town's
weslthy citizens. The dedgn for the church may have come from one of the many carpenter’'s
pattern books circulating in New England & the time. Carpenters leamed abadc vocabulary of
plans, devations and classically inspired details, then combined them using the manuds as
modds or guides. The dementsof this church were well known—asdlightly projecting
pedimented pavilion with three entries, the two-stage tower st just behind it, and the use of a
seoond floor center Palladian window to provide additiond interest. This prominently sited
church, characterized by its crigp details, pleasant proportions and excdllent date of preservation,
plays an important role in the architectura development of the district.

Houses in transition between the Federd and Gresk Reviva gtyles continued to employ the
traditional 2 122 gories, five bayslong with acenter entry plan, but add awider, smpler door
surround. Examples are the W. H. Hathaway House, 15 South Main Street (c. 1830-1840, Map #
88, MHC # A-22) and the Elnathan P. Hathaway House, 18 Mill Street (c. 1830-1840, Map # 53,
MHC # A-16) which usssasimplified Gothic inspired trim on the entablature over the central
door.

In 1833 the congregation of the First Christian Church, 30 South Main Street (1833, Map # 96,
MHC # A-27) decided to build anew church on their lot, then demolish the old Baptist Meeting
house next to it. The Gregk Reviva gyle dapboard sructure was dtered in the Itdianate style
in 1867, and has recently bean covered with artificial siding.

(continued)
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Strangdly, relatively few housesin the district were congmcted in the Greek Reviva style as the
intense period of construction in the district dowed. The Samud Fickens'Thomas Lesbum
House, 7 Water Strest (Map # 58, MHC # A-44) isthought to date from 1796, but that structure
was probably incorporated into the ca 1830-1840 Greek Reviva house. Itsbuilder adopted the
typical Gresk Revival practice of tuming the gable end to face the sreet and using the resulting
triangular shgpe to sugges a Greek temple. Ashere, the three-bay form was often extended with
adde dl to gan more goace The little omament is concentrated around the door: plain pilasters
and full length sddights support athree-part entablature with high frieze. The original house
was the home of Samud Fickens, aship owner, and his son George amager mariner. Thomas
Lecbum listed here in 1871 was a trader working the southern ports before the Civil War.

Another housethat ssams to have been remodded in the Greek Reviva style isthe high style
Rufus BacorvEarl Sampson House, 25 North Main Street (Map # 48, MHC # A-38, Photo # 8).
Built by lawyer Bacon about 1814, it must have been quitetransformed by its next resident.
Comer Store owner Earl Sampson. Hemay have purchased itin 1828 when Bacon |eft Assonet.
Theexisting 1 12 story,five-bay,center-entry building was probably extended on the south
eevation with awide pediment supported on six octagona columnsto make arecessed portico
& in aGresk temple, giving the housetwo major facades. The circa 1830-1850 remodeling may
account for the unique placement of the four chimneys—two on both front and reer walls, and for
the entablature of the door surround, which was squeezed to fit under thefi ne,dentil-trimmed
frieze which wraps the whole, low, building. The doors have rounded pand s decorated with
carved anthemions, a Gresk Reviva motif.

Interestingly, few surviving houseswere updated in the Gregk Revival style. Other than the
Bacon house discussed above, the only other dear example isthe 12 story,five-bayMrs.
Bredham House, 24 Water Street (c. 1790s Map # 67, MHC # A-38). Itsdoor surround,
probably installed between about 1830-1850, wraps the central doorway in thick moldings,
called an architrave surround, and punctuates it with decorative centra rectangle and comer
blocks.

Three smple 1 122 story houses were built in the style which was emblemeatic of democratic
architecture to the new American republic. TheT. Anthony House, 24 Elm Street (c. 1840, Map
# 17) and the J. Picket/W Geoff House. 24 Mill Street (c. 1850-1855, Map # 28, MHC # A-60)
present athree-bay, Sde-gable devation to the dreet but retain the traditional entry on the long
dde. Theformer has eyebrow windows punched in the frieze band, atypical Gresk Revival
drategy to gain light in the upper floor. Shoameker and station agent H. E. Tinkham lived in the
Adonian Crane House, 2 Forge Road (c. 1854, Map # 112). 1t conformed to the popular plan of
placing the door in the first of the three baysof the end gable but itsremodeling ca 1890-1905

(continued)
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with spindle frieze porch, scaloped shingles and gable ornament, makes it gppear to have bean
built in the later Quean Anne style.

Although only four or five housesin the district were built in the Gothic Revival style, they are
al of high quality. Two retain architecturally significant bams built to complement the house as
well as provide shdter for horse and hay. Thisidea of making a picturesque ensamble and
integrating the utilitarian with the decorative was part of the Romantic movement's vision of the
good life—Chrigtian, bucolic, and informal.

The John Marble House. 33 North Main Street (c. 1847-1864, Map #51, MHC # A-2) isa good
example of thisidea 1t many have bean built by itsfirst owner, a carpenter who later built and
ran Anthony and Swift'sAbattoir and 1ce House & the Forge. The house retained the three-bay,
dde-hal plan of the Greek Revival, but used ajig saw cut bargeboard aong the eavesto suggest
in wood the carved sone of Gothic church architecture. The high pointed gable a the 9de and
the board and batten bam refer to Medieva imagery, as does the bam's pointed arch window.

The house a 26 South Main Street (c. 1850, Map # 95, MHC # A-25) of gore-owner John
Pesbody retained the traditionalfive-bayform, and varied its un-Romantic regularity with an
even segper central gable than was used in the Marble House Bam. Here it is bracketed and
filled with atripartite pointed arch window. Two fianking pedimented dormers strongly
protrude through the bracketed roofline. Squat Gresk Reviva octagona columns similar to
those a The Rufus Bacon/Earl Sampson House, 25 North Main Street (1830-1840s, Map # 48,
MHC # A-38), the Capt. JamesBurr, Dr. Campfield/Nathan Davis House, 23 ElIm Street and the
N. R. DavisHouse 21 North Main Strest (c. 1854-1860, Map # 45) support the portico sheltering
the Greek Reviva style door surround. The bam reflecting the house is nearly intact.

The date of the Capt. James Burr, Dr. Campfield/Nathan Davis House, 23 EIm Strest (c. 1850
1870, Map # 16, MHC # A-56, Photo #9) isuncertain, but it usss many of the same design
dements of other Gothic Revival housssin town, and pahaps the samebuilder. Thed.
Deardon/Samued Barnaby House, 16 North Main Strest (c. 1850-1870, Map # 44, MHC # A-6)
shareswith the Pegbody House thefive-bayform with bracketed central geble and the distinctive
twin pedimented dormers bresking through the eaves However, the Gothic Reviva door hood,
Italianate brackets. Quean Anne shingled pediments and Colonia Revival porch give 16 North
Main Street a more eclectic look.

The Italianate was another Romantic style but it drew on an idedlized vision of Italy, the home of
enchanting villas, dasscd vidas and European degance. Asthe heavy post and bearn framing

(continued)
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technique of pre-industrial America was replaced with lighter, mill cut sud wallsnailed, rather
than fitted together, the rectangular box of the earlier houses could be made more flexible.
Bends, turns, bay windows and shepes fitting function rather than geometry became fashionable.
In Assonet, these desgn tenantswere usualy modified to suit its conservative taste.

Benjamin F. Aiken worked a the Davis Gun Shap and built his housea 1 High Street before
1871 in the Itdianate style, (Map #102). The cross-gabled 1 12 story house is L-sheped in plan
with aporch acrossthe leg of theL. A wide octagond bay window on the gable end istypical of
the style, as are the brackets and open pillars of the porch. Three other Itaianate houseswere
built late inthe period, the twin cottagesa 6 and 8Mill Streat (c. 1874, Maps# 21 & 22, MHC #
A-57), and the house and bam of shoe manufacturer Chester Briggs on the dte of his family's tan
yard 10 EIm Street, (c. 1874-1883, Map# 8, MHC # A-54). The Briggs house and the cottages
differ in height and detail but their desgn is essentidly similar: the gable end istumed to the
dreat and the entry in the first of the baysis shdtered by astock hood on brackets. A bracketed
roofline and square bay windows are features of the vernacular style.

Examples of Quean Anne building in the district are few and modest inintent. Fredy adapted
from the English, the style absorbed many influences. Medieva, Tudor and American Colonial,
and vaued athe complication of plan, surface, and omament in the design. These concarns are
muted in the district which retained traditional conservative massing and ornament. The best
examples of the style inthe didtrict, the James M. Window House, 14 North Main Street (ca
1887-1894, Map#41, MHC # A-8) and the Christian Church Parsonege, 32 South Main Street
(1895, Map#96.1 MHC # A-27) ae repetitions of the vernacular front gable, 9de hall form asit
evolved through Greek Reviva and Itaianate yles in the district. Cross gables expand their
interiors, but elaboration of surface and massing isreduced to the smple gestures of door hood
or spindle porch.

The stylistically eclectic Town Hall, 3 North Main Street (1888, Map # 33, MHC # A-14, Photo
#7),and Guilford H. Hathaway Library, 6 North Main Street (1895, Map #38, MHC # A-13)
combine dements of the Quean Annein their use of high hip roofs, towers and, a the Town
Hall, use of dgpboard and shingle to breek up the wall surface. The pointed windows of the
library are High Victorian Gothic, the eliptical arch over the central second floor window, and
the balugrade bacony of the Town Hall are Colonia Revival.

Americans began to discover the romance of its own heritage after the Centennid of 1876
cdebrated its nationd identity and impressive achievements.  Specifically American
architecture, formerly ssen as old fashioned and unromantic, became patriotic, the object of
Yankee pride. So, inthe lagt decades of the 19th century and throughout the 20th, new

(continued)
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interpretations of American building styles occurred with regularity. The Colonid Revival style,
as it grew out of the fanciful, imaginative Quean Anne style, used Colonia and Georgian motifs
freely, ofteninflating their 9ze or proportions to make new architectural gatements. Astime
went on, it evolved into the Neo-Colonial style, as it became more conservative, formal and
academic, lesswilling to include inauthentic details or proportions, but more willing to use
inauthentic materials such as concrete.

The summer residence of Mgj. John Deane, 16 Water Strest (1896, Map # 63, MHC # A-39,
Photo # 10) illugtrates the intersection of the Queen Annes complex massing and multiplication
of omament, and the Colonial Reviva's vocabulary of high hip roof, Pdladian and ova windows
and columnar porch. Thetour de forceisfeatured in three photogrgphs in Fiercds History of the
Town of Freetown, the mogt daborate housein town. To build it, the family'sred but tiny
Colonid style housewas moved acrossthe dreet. Also pictured in the history isthe Dr. Charles
Briggs House. 12 North Main Street (c. 1900, Mgp# 39, MHC #A-10). It shares the Deane
Hous=s bracketed roofline, Paladian window and columnar porch, but itsmore conservetive
massng and diamond-pane windowsreference a Colonial rather than Georgian padt.

The Village School. 5 North Main Street (c. 1794, Magp#35, MHC # A-12, Photo # 10) was
remodded inthe Colonia Revival style around 1906-1907. The doors were moved to the street
eevation and the porch and gairs added. 1t hes recently lost the classica honeysuckle inspired
anthemion cresting which edged the roofline, but retains its high cupola, high brick foundation,
massing and much of its fenestration. Thissignificant civic building isan excdlent candidate for
restoration.

Many of the Neo-Colonial houseswere topped with gambre roofs. Usually 1 12 gories high, a
wide shed roof dormer acrassthe length of thefive-bayfacade gives heedroom to the upper
floor, as & Dutch inspired 24 North Main Street (c. 1930, Map #47), and 2 School Street (1927.
Map # 36). Others tum the gambrd's gable end to the dreet, s a& 38 South Main Street (ca
1920s Map #100) and the George and Mim Brown House, 34 South Main Street (c. 1918, Map
#98). The lag isan example of apre-fabricated sructure whose plans and parts were chosen
and shipped through amail order company.

Non-residential building in the Neo-Colonial style include the Teephone Building (1936-1937,
Map # 34) and the Fire Station, 3 Elm Street (1947-1948, Map # 3). Both smdl scae buildings
employ generic Colonia motifs and ssamn designed to blend into their neighborhoods.

The only examples of the Craftaman style are ironically industria rather than residentid, as the
style was popularized for houses. Popular between about 1906 and 1930, the informal, organic

(continued)
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syle shows up as extended rafters and purlins benegth low pitched gableroofsin the Puritan
Mills/Swiss TextilesMonument Manufacturing complex a 31 Mill Stret, (1910, Map # O 31),
and 32 Mill Street (c. 1944-1948, Mgp # 32). The earlier building (Map# O 31) was originally a
shingled two storied gtructure five bayswide by twelve bays long with windowed basement. An
addition extended the building ¢. 1940-1948. The concrete block buildings acrossthe street

(Map # 32) reflect the Craftsaman style of the earlier mill. They were inexpensvely and probably
rapidly built of concrete block. The mill buildings are the latest of a long line of mills on the
Asonet River that gavetheir nameto Mill Street.

Severd houses, commercia buildings, the Locust Street Bridge (caw 1960. Map# N 30) and n
industrial building a& Monument Mill (c. 1980, Map# P 32.5) were congmcted after the period
of significance. The houseswere built in regponseto the pos World War | population increese
and the opening of Route 24 in 1952 through 1954 allowing resdentsto live commute to work in
the larger surrounding cities. Just outsde the district off South Main Street, Smpson and Green
Laneswere subdivided in a suburban-gyle devdopment in the 1950s However, the essentidly
19th century character of the district hes not been materially dtered by these additions. Indeed,
the mgjority of the non-contributing buildings are either minor out-buildings condructed after
the period of significanceor dterations to the few buildings erected within that period whose
dterations compromised their integrity of design.

Presarvation Activities

While it has not been successful in retaining them, the community hes energeticdly triedto
preserve two recently demolished buildings: the Hathaway Housea 7 South Main Stregt (c.
1740-1760, demolished 1997, Map# V-6, MHC # A-20) and the Sampson and Nichols Store & 2
Water Street (1810/20, Map # V-5, MHC #A-18, demolished 1995-1996) both documented in
the Town's inventory of historic resources The Fregtown Historical Society, organized in 1967,
hes done much to preserve local history and architecture, and to makethe organization's
condderable material and human resources available. To house its museum and library the
Society remodeled aca 1901 cranberry rescreening house next to the railroad.

The Town conducted an inventory of historic resources in 1978 and published the results as
Freetown Historic Survey, Universal Engineering Corp. with Southworth City Design, 1978.
The publication discusses Srategiesfor preservation, proposss higtoric districts, explains tax
incentives and listsfinancialadsfor presarvation projects. Assonet currently faces acritica
preservation chalenge indeding with the now vecant Village School, 5 North Main Street
(1794, Map # 35, MHC #A-12, Photo # 7) aresource of undoubted architectural and historic
significance.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since overall patterns of prehigtoric settlement in Frestown are poorly understood, any surviving
dtesin the digtrict could be significant. Recent survey efforts during the 1980's by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) Prehistoric Survey Team and other professiond
archaeologigs have increesed our overall understanding of prehistoric settlement in the Taunton
River drainage, however, severd parts of that arearemain underreported and undocumented. I1n
Freetown, severd sStesaong the Taunton River have been documented through the lifetime
efforts of local collector Roy Atheam and the reporting of his collection by the MHC. These
dtesare, however, biasad by their location in avery restricted areadong the eestern shore of the
Taunton River. Most of the 30 prehistoric Stesrecorded in the Freetown area ae poorly
documented, especidly dtesininterior locaes. Any prehigtoric Stesin the district locae have
the potentia to further document patterns of prehistoric settlement and subsgence in the town of
Freetown. These pattems can d 0 document the role of interior Stesaong tributary sreams of
the Taunton River with larger dtesin the areaof the Taunton River esuary. Prehigtoric Stes in
the district may adso contain information that hel ps to better understand the effects of s level
rise on dte distribution and frequency through time. Interior locdes including the district may
contain information that hdps explain the absance of stesadong the main bagn of the Taunton
River through their submergence by rising sea levels. Interior Stes may represent segments of
settlement modds that no longer exist dong the main river drainage, especialy with earlier dtes.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentid to provide detailed
information on avillage center that evolved as aresult of itslocation a the juncture of key
transportation routes and itsindustrial and commercid development rather than aplanned
municipal strategy. Further historica research combined with archaeologica survey andtesting
can help locate the dtesof Assonet's first inhabitants who settled the areabetween 1659 and
1720, the gpproximeate date of the earliest extant ructure. The identification of structura
remains from these early dwellings can help define early settlement patterns for the village and
the architectural features of individual Sructures. Detailed andysis of early homesteeds
including occupational related features may contribute significant information on the socid,
cultural and economic lives of the village's early inhabitants and the formation of a compact
village center. Archaeological resources may contain information that heps to undersand the
formation of the local economy and the growth of agricultural, industrial, maritime and
commercid interests. Further andyds of historical and archaeologica resources may hep
identify the relative importance of each of these agpectsof the local economy and how they
developed, ether smultaneoudy or in dages throughtime. Archaeologica resources may
contain information indicating the nature of agricultural production and the point & which the

(continued)
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emphadis of production changed from subsgtenceto trade with outsde regiona markets.
Information might also be availablefrom archaeologica resourcesthat indicates the which

maritime trades developed first and their possible assodations with agricultural and industrial
production.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 189.95 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 327400 4628940 3. 19 329000 4629380
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 328100 4629420 4. 19 328660 4628800
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) See Continuation Sheet

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) See Continuation Sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Hell Mehsner, Consuhant to Freetown Historical Commission, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC

organizationiVlassachusetts Historical Commission date July, 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
X A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

X A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. See Attached
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to
obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate
or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Vi/ashington, DC 20013-7127;
and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



MPS Fan" [<*-*00-< OMa Appwl No. 1024-0011

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Asonet Higtoric Didtrict
Section number Page Fregtown (Brigtol Co.), Mass
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Winters, Terry, Taunton Architecture. City of Taunton, Taunton, 1981.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM dedgnations (continued)
5 19 328320 4628000
6. 19 327300 4628400

Verbal Boundary Description

As shown by adotted line on the Frestown Assessors Magps 227, 206 and 215, revised Jan. 1,
1997.

Boundary Justification

Assonet Historic District encompeasses gpproximeately the areaof Assonet Village shown on the
mep of 1871. It focuses onwhat is higtorically known as Assonet Four Comers, and includes the
properties on the four major roadsradiating from it. The district extends on the north to include
the houses built within the period of significance on North Main Street; on the northeedt it
followsthe Asonet Riyer up Mill Sireet to include Assonet'sfirst dam and mill and ahouse on
Forge Road indicated on the mep of 1871, to the eedt it follows Elm Street to include the
architecturally significant houses to apoint dightly west of the railroad tracks, to the south it
extendsto include the ancient cattle pound a the northern end of High Street and the Assonet
Buria Ground on South Main Strest; and on the west it extendsto include the last house on
Water Street shown on the megp of 1871, whose address is presently on Pleesant Sireet.

The boundaries generaly follow lot lines. In afew indancesthe boundary cuts acrossa lot
where the remainder of thelot isyacant and would not significantly add to the district.

Outdde the historic district on the north, athough an impressye collection of donewalls line
North Main Stre<t, the housesand commercid building there were congtructed after the period of

(continued)
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significance. On the north bank of the Assonet River industrid development occurred after
1949. Onthe west. Route 24, congructed after the period of significance, mekes an obvious
boundary, while Fleasant Sreet generdly devdoped as aresidentia neighborhood after the
period of significance. A high style Georgian house a the northern end of Pleasant Street

important in the districts deve opment was consdered, but a contiguous boundary could not be

drawn to includeit. South of the district dong South Main Strest lies aneighborhood with a
high proportion of non-contributing resdences and commercid buildings. Adjacent to the

district on High Street there isadear bregk inthe housing density. The boundary was drawn on

the eest to exdlude Walnut Strest, which generdly devdoped later, as well as the buildings

1024.0011

adjacent to the rail tracks which lack architecturd integrity. Thedistrict ds0 exdudes properties

located of f new aocess roads south of Elm Streat and esdt of South Main Strest. While thisarea

wes agricultural during the period of significance, new housing there congructed in the 1950s
dtered itshistorical land use

(end)
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Photographer Heli Mdtsner
Dae May 7, 1998

Negative Location Massachusetts Historical Commission, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA, 02125

1 Aunt Kates "Old Homesteed," 10 South Main Street, Mep # &4 looking north
2. Winslow/Wilson House, 5 EImStreet, Map # 5 looking northeast
3. Stregtscgpe Payne/Pesbody House, 38 Water Street, Map # 73 looking eest
Hathaway/Read/\Wilson House, 36 Water Street, Map # 72

looking northeast
4. Bowen/Barrows House, 10 Mill Street, Mep # 23

looking northeast
5. Elder Philip Hathaway House, 23 South Main Street, Mgp # 94

looking northeest

6. Ambrose Dean House, 14 Water Street, Mep # 62

7. Streetscape: Town Hall, 3North Main Street, Map #33 looking northwest
Village School, 5North Main Strest, Map #35
Congregationa Church, 9 North Main Street, Map #37

8. Baoor/Sampson House, 25 North Main Street, Map # 48 looking northwest
9. Dr. Campfield/Burr/DavisHouse, 23 ElIm Strest, Mgp # 16 looking northeest
10. Maj. John Deane House, 16 Water Street, Map # 63 looking northesst

(end)



Assonet Historic District Data Sheet
Freetown, Massachusetts

Map# MHC# Historic Name Address Date Stat. Style Res. Map-Block-Lot
Elm Street
1 World War 1 Monument Elm/North Main Streets ca. 1918 0 O 211 -24
11 Pierce's Hall/store site ca. 1838 C demolished 1930s Si
2 A-15 Jael Hathaway/Col. Gilbert 1 EIm Street ca. 1744-1745 C Georgian B 211 -25
3 Fire Station 3 Elm Street 1947 -1948 0 Neo-Colonial B 211 -26
84 A-50 Wheelwright-Paint Shop 4 Elm Street ca. 1800/1889 NC B 211-84

blacksmith shop site

5 A-52  Winslow/Durfee/J. D. Wilson 5 EIm Street 1734/1760-1790 0 Georg.-Fed/ltalianate B 211 -27

5.1 garage ca. 1930s ¢ Uutilitarian B

52 fence & posts ca. 1820-1890 0 Federal St

54 grist mill-stone 0 0

53 A-53 Dogget Store/ Wilson Tenant Ho 7 EIm Street ca. 1750-1800 0 Georgian/Federal B 211 -27

6 A-51 Rev. Leonard/E. Pelrce/Nichols 6 Elm 1802 0 Federal B 211 -83

7 A-900 Elm Street Bridge Elm St./Assonet River 1822 C St

8 A-54 Chester Briggs 10 Elm Street ca. 1874-1883 c |talianate B 211-82

8.1 bam ca.1883 c Italianate B

8.2 Sylvester & Chester Briggs tan yanjs site ca. 1830-1883 0 Sl

9 A-55 Henry Winslow/J. M. Phillips 12 Elm Street ca. 1760-1785 c Georgian B 211-80
C 10 13 Elm Street 1995 NC Contemporary B 211 -58
D 10.1 garage 1995 NC utilitarian B
E 11 15 Elm Street 1966 NC Contemporary B 211 -59
F 111 garage 1966 NC utilitarian B
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Map# MHC#
12
13

G 14

H 15

16 A-56 Dr.J. H. Campfield/Capt. James
Burr/N. W. Davis House

16.1
116.2
16.3

17

112

R 112.1

102

103 A-29
103.1

104

105

106

107 A-69
JJ 107.1

Historic Name

D. Clark Est.

T. Anthony

Adonian Crane/H. E. Tinkham

B. F. Aiken

Capt. Ben Read/Martin

Mrs P. Aiken

Cattle Pound

Mrs. M. Staples

Address
Elm Street
16 EIm Street

18 EIm, Street

20 EIm Street

22 Elm Street

23 Elm Street
bam

bam

stone wall

24 EIlm Street
Forge Road
2 Forge Road

garage

High Street
1 High Street

2 High Street

stone wall, posts

5 High Street
7 High Street
High Street
The Lane

1 The Lane
garage

Page 2 of 12

Date

ca.1790

ca. 1880-1886

1965

1955
ca. 1850-1870

ca.1900
ca. 1950

ca. 1840

ca. 1840-1850

ca.1990s

ca. 1855-1870

1800-1820
ca. 1800-1820

ca.1870s

ca. 1930

ca. 1705-1790

1888
ca.1950

Stat.

NC

NG

NC

Style
Federal Cape
Queen Anne/Col. Rev.

Contemporary

Contemporary

Gothic Revival

Greek Revival

Greek Rev/Q. Anne
utilitarian

Italianate

Georgian/Fed. Cape

utilitarian

utilitarian

Queen Anne
utilitarian

o)

oW w

Res. Map-Block-Lot

211-79

211-78

211 -77

211-76

211 -60

211-75

211-37

211 -137

211 -140

211 -138

211 - 139

215-1

211 - 155



Map# MHC#
108 A-31
109 A-30
110 A-70

KK111 A-71

V-10
V-11

V 10-12
V-11-12

N 30

18.1
18.2
18.3
18.4
18.5

Q 186

J 19

K20
L 201

21

Historic Name

Pearce/ Mrs. Tew

Mrs. Reed ?

William ReadA/Vilber

Job Lavwrton Wharf Site

Address
The Lane
3 The Lane

5 The Lane
7 The Lane

9 The Lane
Haskins Chicken Farm Site

The Lane

The Lane

Read/Lawton Wharf Site
Stone wall

Locust Street

Bridge

Mill Street

Tisdale's dam & spillways
capstan/turbine

saw mill site

grist mill site

Wilson rd./bridge abutments
Algonquin Gas pump house

2 Mill Street

4 Mill Street
garage

6 Mill Street

Date

ca 1738

ca. 1750-1780

ca 1760-1790

ca. 1930s
ca. 1880S-1920

ca. 1830-1880
1847-1848

ca.1960

1710/1960
ca. 1715
ca. 1710
1790/185718/86
1972
1955

1960
1960

ca. 1874-1886

Page 3 of 12

Stat.

NC

NC

NC
NC

Style

Georg/Federal Cape

Georgian Cape
Georgian Cape

Contemporary

bumed 1940s
bumed 1940s

utilitarian
Contemporary

Neo-Colonlal

Italianate

B

SI
St

St

St

Si
Si
St
St

Res. Map-Block-Lot

211 -156
211 -157
211-158

211 - 159

211 - 160

211 - 161

211-160,161
211-162, 163
211-164, 165
211-166, 167

Locust at Mill

211 - 29

211-57

211 - 56

211 -55



Map# MHC#
22 A-57

23 A-58
231

24
241

25 A-59
26 808

27
27.1
27.2

28 A-60
281 -

29 A-60
M29.1

0 31
314
311
31.2
313

Historic Name

Bowen/Barrows

bridge abuttments

Porter mill site

E. P. Hathaway

Payne/Hathaway Cemetery

J. Picket/ W. Goff

J. C. Clark

Swiss Textile/Monument Manuf.

Address
Mill Street
8 Mill Street

10 Min Street
bam

17 Mill Street

18 Mill Street
Mill Street

23 Mill Street
carriage house
stone wall

24 Mill Street
stone wall

26 Mill Street
garage

31 Mill street
pump house

Winslow saw/grist mill site
Winslow dam/tail race
bridge abutments
Winslow house site

Date

ca. 1874-1886

1789
ca.1900

ca. 1820/1938
ca. 1820/1938

ca.1830

ca. 1887/1910
ca. 18407

ca. 1850-1855

ca. 1850
ca.1980

1910
ca. 1910
before 1794

1695-1900
2

ca.1706-1940-1948
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Stat. Style
C Iltalianate

C Georgian

C Federal/Greek Revival

O

utilitarian

OO o000

o
NC utilitarian

b4
OOOOO

Gothic Revival

Greek Revival

Res.

St
Si

B

Si

St

St

Si
St
St

Map-Block-Lot
211 -54

211-53

211 - 30

211-52
211 -51

211-32,31

211 -49.1,.2,.3

211-33

211-47

211 -34



Map# MHC#

32
321
32.2
32.3

P32.4
325

33

33.1

34.1

35
351

38
38.1

37
39
39.1
39.2

40
40.1

41

42

43

A-14

A-12

A-13

Historic Name
Mill Street
Puritan Mills 1910/
Swiss Textiles c. 1920s/
Monument Manufacturing 1934

Town Hall

Barrows store site

Telephone Building

Village School

G.H. Hathaway Library

Congregational Church

Dr. Charies Briggs

Hopkins-Briggs

James Winslow
John/Dr. Thomas Nichols

Nichols Cemetery

Address

32 Mill Street, garage/office

mill

mill

garage

storage building
garage

North Main Street
3 North Main Street

4 North Main Street
Hearse house site

5 North Main Street
retaining wall

6 North Main Street
stone wall

9 North Main Street
12 North Main Street

cam'age house
stone wall

13 North Main Street
stone wall

14 North Main Street
15 North Main Street

North Main Street

Date
ca. 1940-1948
ca. 1940-1948/1989
c. 1940-1948
ca.1948

1985
ca. 1940-1948

1888/1926
ca. 1840s

ca. 1936-1937
ca. 1800-1860

1794/1906-1907

1895

1808-1809/1925

1900
ca. 1900

ca 1790-1820

ca. 1888-1894

1800-1825
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Z
NnE0000

OO0

OO0

[N ]

Stat. Style

utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian

Queen Anne/Cot. Rev.

demolished 1920s?

Neo-Colonial

Colonial Revival

High Vict. Gothic

Federal

Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival

Georg./Federal Cape

Queen Anne

Federal

Res.

0 WwWwwwwm

Si

St

St

o)

St

St

Si

Map-Block-Lot

211-46

211 -1

211 -23

221 -2

211 -22

211 -4

211-21

211 -5

211-20
211 -6

211-7



Map# MHC# Historic Name Address Date Stat. style Res. Map-Block-Lot
North Main Street

4 A-6 J. Deardon/Barnaby 16-18 North Main St. ca. 1850-1870 ¢ High Vict. Goth./Ital. B 211 -19
441 garage 1940s C B

45 N. R. Davis 21 North Main Street ca. 1853-1860 c |talionate/Gothic Rev. B 211-8
46 A-4 Dea. Ben. Burt 22 North Main Street ca.1822 ¢ Georgian/Federal B 211-17
46.1 stone wall & fence C St

46.2 bam ca.1850 c utilitarian B

47 24 North Main Street ca.1930 ¢ Dutch Neo-Colonlal B 211-16
47.1 garage ca. 1930 C B

48 A-5 Rufus Bacon/Eari Sampson 25 North Main Street 1814/1830-1840 c Federal/Greek Reviva B 211-9.10
48.1 Cong. Ch. Parsonage well house 1857 C St

48.2 stone wall C St

49 George W. Hall 27 North Main Street ca. 1840-1860 c Greek Rev./ltalianate B 211 -11
49.1 - garage ca. 1945 c utilitarian B

50 A-3 Robt. Strowbridge/D. J. Bunrows 32 North Main Street ca. 1800 ¢ Georgian/Federal B 211 &206- 15
50.1 Porter stone wall & fence C St

51 A2 John Martile House 33 North Main Street ca. 1847-1864 ¢ Gothic Revival B 211-13
51.1 bam ca.1847-1864 C B

51.2 flag pole 1900s C 0

51.3 stone wall C St

113 G.W. Hall Field 22 Pleasant Street (fronts North Main St.) 211 -12

Pleasant Street

77 Darius/Luther Cudworth/ 1 Pleasant Street ca. 1790/1850 c Georg/Goth.Rev Capft B 211 - 186
77.1 A. J. Thresher barn ca. 1800-1900 ¢ Uutilitarian B
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Map# MHC# Historic Name
36
36.1
78 A-17 John W. Peabody Store
78.1
79
79.1
79.2
V-5 A-18 Sampson/Nichols Store Site
80 A-19 G.M.P. Site/Dean
81
V-6 A-20 Vaugn/Hathaway House site
DD 82
82.1 Shove smith shop site
82.2 School house site
EE 83 gas/service station
83.1 Vaughn/Hathaway
83.2 Joseph Winslow
84 A-21 "Old HomesteadVJos Winslow/
Aunt Kate's /Peabody/Dean
V-7 Winslow Wharf Site
85 South Main St. Bridge
86 A. Chase Est.

Address
School Street
2 School Street
garage

South Main Street

1 South Main Street
DCHB Store site

S. Main St. Bandstand
Boston/Johnson Store site
Green Dragon Tavem site
2 South Main Street

4 South Main Street

6 South Main Street

7 South Main Street

8 South Main Street

9 South Main Street
livery & stable site
tide/grist mill site

10 South Main Street

South Main Street
Assonet River/South Main

13 South Main Street

Date

1927
ca.1927

1869
c. 1850s
ca. late 1930s
1800s
ca.l773
1810/1820
mid-19th century
mid-19th century
1740-1760
ca.1990s

ca.1850s

ca. 1940/1987
ca.1800s
ca;1784

ca. 1720-1725

18207/1887

ca.1820
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Stat. Style

NC

NC

(@ly]

Neo-Colonial
utilitarian

Greek Revival

contemporary
demolished 1933
demolished 1995

Greek Revival

Federal-Greek Reviva

demolished 1997

Neo-Col. utilitarian

utilitarian

Colonial

Federal/Col. Revival

Res.

(o)

St
Si
Si

Si

B

Si

Si
Si

Si

St

B

Map-Block-Lot

211 -3

211 -85

211 -86

211 -175

211 -174

211-173

211 -87

211 -172

211 - 88

211-171

211-169,177,170

211-89



Map# MHC#

FF 87
87.1

88 A-22
88.1

V-8

89
GG 89.1
89.2

90
90.1

91

92 A-24
92.1
92.2

93 A-23
93.1

94 A-26
94.1
94.2
94.3

95 A-25
95.1
95.2

Historic Name

Col. E. W. Peirce tenant house

Com storehouse site?

W. H. Hathaway

St. Bemard's Church

Col.. E.W. Pierce House site

Capt. John Pratt
Alden Hathaway/

Dr. Nicholas Hathaway

Strange/Lawton/Pierce

Eld. Phil. Hathaway/
Lawton/Kiricer

J. Peabody

Address
South Main Street
14 South Main Street

15 South Main Street
bam

South Main Street

18 South Main Street
garage
garage

19 South Main Street

20 South Main Street

21 South Main Street
bam
stone walils

22 South Main Street
bam
stone wall

23 South Main Street
canlage house

barn foundations
cast iron fence

South Main Street
26 South Main Street

bam
fence
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Date

ca.1887
ca. 1800-1886

ca. 1830-1840
ca.1850

ca. 1860/1900
ca.1950
ca. 1850

1937-1938
ca. 1814-1936

ca. 1760-1800

ca.1806
ca.1840s

ca. 1800-1830
ca. 1850

1792/1796
ca 1900
ca. 1792

ca.18407?

ca.1850
ca.1850
ca. 1850-1900

Stat. style

NC

ON@]

OO0

Greek Revival
ltalianate

Colonial Revival

Neo-Colonial
Geo./Fed./Col R. Cape
Federal/Col. Revival

utilitarian

Federal
Gothic Revival

Georgian/Federal
utilitarian

Gothic Revival

Res. Map-Block-Lot

B 211-168

B 211-90 & Christy

B Lane ROW

211 -167

B 211 -166

B 211-92

B 211-165

B 211 -93

B 211 -164

B 211-94

211 -135
B 211 -163

St



Map# MHC#

9% A-27

96.1 A-28 1st Christian Church Parsonage

97 806

98

1199

100

101 818

101.1
101.2

52 A-49

52.1

53 A-16

54 A-47
54.1

55 A-48
55.1
55.2

56 A-45

Historic Name

First Christian Church
Meeting House & School Site

Hathaway Cemetery

George/Mim Brown

Assonet Burial Ground/

Musterfield

J.H. Winslow carriage house

J. Mackoon/J. Bowen
T. Valentine/Jos. Taylor/

J. Bun-

Mrs. Thrasher

W. Pratt/Hathaway/Dean

Address

South Main Street
30 South Main Street
32 South Main Street
South Main Street
34 South Main Street
36 South Main Street
38 South Main Street
South Main Street

S. Main Gates
Water Street

1 Water Street
garage

2 Water Street

3 Water Street
bam

4 Water Street
carriage bam
fence

Capt. G.W. Pickens/J. Lykens 5 Water Street

Date

1833/1867
1796/1805

1895

1749

ca. 1918

1964

ca. 1920s

1865

ca. 1760-1860
ca. 1865-1900

18507/1946

ca.1946

ca. 1792-1797

ca. 1792-1797

mid-19th century

ca. 1792-1797
ca.1870s
ca. 1840-1890

ca.1790s
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Stat. style

C

OO0

Greek Revlvai/ltal.

Queen Anne

Neo-Colonial
contemporary

Neo-Colonial

utilitarian

Federal/ltallanate

Georian/Fed. Cape
utilitarian

Georg/Greek Rev/ltal
utilitarian

utilitarian

Georg./Federal Cape

Res. Map-Block-Lot

B 211 -154

B 211 -154
Sl 211 - 136
B 211- 1583
B 211- 152,151
B 211 -150
Sl 211 - 148, 149

St

B 211-176

B 211 -223

B 211- 177

B 211 -222

B 211-178



Map# MHC#

57

58
58.1

59
59.1

60
60.1

S 61
61.1
61.2
61.3

62
62.1
62.2

63
63.1

63.2
63.3

U 64

W65

A-46

A-44

A-43

A-42

A-41

A-40

A-39

Historic Name
Josiah Paddock/Dr. Bump
Samuel P. Pickens/
Thomas Leebum

E & P Nlchols/Durfee
Johnson & Haskins

1 Burbank/William Davis

Ambrose?/Eban. Dean
Mrs. R Dean

Maj. John M. Deane

Dean Homestead
stone wall at waterfront fill

Mrs. M. Dean

Address
Water Street
6 Water Street
garage

7 Water Street
garage

8 Water Street
garage

10-12 Water Street

garage

11 Water Street

Deane's Hall/Davis Gun Site
S. & Frank Briggs Ho. Site
Briggs Shoe Shop Site

14 Water Street
caniage bam
fence

16 Water Street
cam'age ? bam
foundations
fence

Date

ca.1796
ca.1950

1830-1840
ca.1900

ca. 1799

ca. 1790
ca. 1920

1987
1847
ca.l770
ca.1800

ca. 1797-1803
1838

1896
1870-1896

Staples/Hathaway Ho. Site

19 Water Street

20 Water Street

ca. 1750/1896
1896

ca. 1740
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Stat. Style

NC

o (PN e Nel

OO0

OO0

NC

Georgian/Federal
utilitarian

Greek Revival
utilitrian

Federal

Georgian/Federal
utilitarian

contemporary

Federal
utilitarian

Colonial Revival
utilitarian

Neo-Colonial

Res. Map-Block-Lot

Si
Si
Si

211 -221

211 - 179

211 -220

211 -219

211 - 180

211-218

211 -217, 214,

211 -216

211-181

211 -215



Map# MHC#

66
66.1
66.2
66.3
66.4
66.5
66.6

67 A-38
67.1
67.2

X68

69 A-37
69.1
69.2

70 A-36
70.1

71 A-35
71.1

72  A-34
272.1
AAT2.2

73 A-33 Eb. - Sylvanus Payne/Peabody

Historic Name

Hathaway Pari</ Shipyard

Mrs. Bredham?

Welcome/Jason Hathaway

R.T.Payne/Sam Bragg

Brown/Vaughn

Hathaway/ReadAA/ilson

Right of Way

Address
Water Street
Water Street
river edge wall
stone wall

Wei. Hathaway Ho. Site
Read Wharf Site

Hathaway Wharf Site
Chase/Rodman/Vaughn Wrf.

24 Water Street
garage

stone retaining wall

26 Water Street

28 Water Street
bam
retaining wall

30 Water Street
garage

32 Water Street
garage

36 Water Street
garage
2 car garage

38 Water Street
garden shed

Date
ca.1790s/1965
ca. 1797-1801

ca.1790s
ca.1790s
ca. 1790s
1750-1790
ca.1900

ca.1790s

ca 1809

ca.1798
1930-1940SS

mid-late 18th
1930-1940SS

ca. 1800/1874
ca. 1980
ca.1940

1780-1800

(12 Pleasant Street)
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Stat. Style

O0O00O0O OO0

Fed/Greek Rev. Cape
utilitarian

000

NC Neo Colonial

c Georgian/Federal
c Uutilitarian

C

c Federal Cape

c utilitarian

c Geor.Fed./G.R. Cape
c Uutilitarian

c Federal/ltallanate
NC utilitarian

NC utilitarian

C Georg./Federal Cape

Res. Map-Block-Lot

Si 211 -182
St
St
Si
Si
Si
Si

B 211 -213
B
St

B 211 -212

B 211 -211
B
St
B 211 -210

B 211 -209

B 211 -208

B 211 -207

211 -201



Map# MHC#

BB 74
74.1
74.2
74.3

75
75.1
75.2
V-4

CC 76

Historic Name

George Cudworth

TOTAL RESOURCES: 229

Contributing Buildings 120
Contributing Stmctures 39

Contributing Sites 32

Contributing Objects 5

TOTAL 196
KEY

C = Contributing Resource

NC = Noncontributing Resource

B = Building
O = Object
Si = Site

St = Structure

Address

Water Street

39 Water Street
garage®

Nichols Wharf/
Store House site

42 Water Street
fence post
carriage barn

Cudworth Wharf site

43 Water Street

Noncontributing Buildings
Noncontributing Structures

TOTAL

Date
1900
C. 1940
ca.1790s
1790-1930
ca.1790/1840s
ca. 1900
ca.1790s

1900/1990

33
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Stat.

0003

OO0

NC

Style

Neo-Colonlal
utilitarian

Georgian/ltal. Cape

utilitarian

Contemporary

Res.

Si
Si

© w

SI

Map-Block-Lot

211-183

211 -206

211 - 184

211 - 185
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The Commonwealth of MaskchILiiSMA\ A

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Cgmrnon™Y entti- 1 ¥ L P
M assachusetts Historical Commiasion

Augugt 5, 1999

NATIONAL REGISTER, HISTJRY
Ms. Carol Shull & EDUCATION
National Regiger of Historic Places NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosad plesse find the following nomination form:
Asonet Higtoric District, Fregtown (Bristol Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvaion Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

endosure

cc. Beverly Dickinson, Chair, Frestown Historical Commission
Heli Mdtsner, Presarvation Consultant
Christopher McCarthy, Chair, Frestown Board of Sdectmen
Mary Brown, Frestown Historical Commisson
Jod Plisssy, Chair, Planning Board
Mim Gumey, Frestown Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
www.state. ma.  us/sec/inhc



DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER
p. O. Box 2577
FALL RIVER. MASSACHUSETTS 02722
TELEPHONE (508) 675-1311

CHANCERY OFFICE

August 18, 1999

RECEIVED

Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director -
Sate Historic Preservation Officer AG 23D
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard MASS. HIST. COMM.
Boston, M assachustts 02125
Dear Ms. McDonough:
The Diocese of Fdl River isthe owner of private property a the following locations:
Sant Bernard's Parish

32 South Main Stregt
Asongt, Massachusetts 02702

Sant John Neumann Paish
157 Middleboro Road
Eaa Freetown, M assachusstts 02717

Cathedrd Camp
Middleboro Road

Eagt Frestown, Massachusstts 02717
The owner objects to the listing of the properties on the National Regigter of Historic Places.

Witness my hand and sedl this[} _ day of August, 1999.

Romen Catholic Bishop of Fall River
Corporation Soj* (Diocese of Fal River)

By:.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
BRISTOL, SS AUGUSTA, 1999

Then persondly gppeared the above named
and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be his free act and deed, before me.

Notarj™ Public
My commission expires April 14, 2006



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusatts Historical Commission

August 30, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull
Keeper, National Regiger of
Historic Flaces
National Park Service jviv
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
1849 C &, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

Re Asonet (MA) Nationa Regiger Historic District objection
Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed is an objection for property within the Assonet NR Historic District, Freetown,
MA. Thisnomination was sent to Washington in July and is currently pending before the
National Regiger staff. Although the objection was recaved a the M assachusetts
Historical Commission after the nomination was goproved a the datelevel, and after the
nomination was sant to Washington, we are sending the objection to your office s that it
may be included in the district's file.

Of the three properties mentioned in the letter, only St. Bemard's Parish lieswithin a
proposed National Regiger district. The other two properties are not located within the
proposad Eadt Freetown district, dso pending with the National Regigter.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Philip Bergen
National Register Assigtant
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 - TDD: 1-800-392-6090
ivww.state. ma.  us/sec/mhc



