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1+« Name of Property

historic name Fock Castle School

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Pr OSpeCt St r eet M AAJ "0~ for publication
Il ty, town \¢bst er I\ }<\ Ivicinity"
state Massachusetts code 025 county Worr?”tpr oode n?7 zip code

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
1X1 private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I'public-local I ldistrict 1 0 buildings
I I public-State I Isite sites
I I public-Federal I Istructure structures
I lobject objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register N/A

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[X~|nomination CH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property O meets [HIdoes not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet
Executive Director. r-"a.ssachusetts Historical Cnnm <;<;inn N I38L
Signature of certifying official " | OILIX<J. IXMALAAAIN Date
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property CH meets CHdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CHsee continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parlt Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

1ZTfentered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.

CU determined eligible for the National
Register. Cd See continuation sheet,

CH determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I lIremoved from the National Register.
CH other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Rnrk r.a<jtl p School. Webster-.,Massacliusetts
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Eciuca-cion/school Donestic/nul tipie dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation “iifanlte

walls granite concrete
Late Victorian/ltalianate

roof asphal t

other vjQod

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Rock Castle School in Webster, Massachusetts, stands on the west side of
Prospect Street, south of its junction with East Main Street (Route 12). The
area surrounding the school building consists primarily of freestanding
residences; immediately behind (west), at the base of a steep embankment, is
an area of mixed commercial and residential buildings.

The school building is a two-story masonry structure faced on all elevations
with random granite ashlar and brick trimmings consisting of quoins at window
frames and building corners as well as a brick and wood cornice. The building
is rectangular in plan and is enclosed by an asphalt-covered hip roof with
ornamental gables at the heads of shallow pavilions on the east (facade) and
west elevations. Windows originally contained wood-frame sash that varied in
configuration between 4/4 in narrow openings and 6/6 in large openings;
second-story windows have arched heads. As part of the recent rehabilitation,
new aluminum frame windows were installed in configurations matching the
originals.

Although original plans of the building have not been found and the interior
has been substantially altered, it appears that the first and second floors of
the building originally had two major classroom/lecture rooms each with
coatrooms and offices at the northeast and southeast corners of the building.
Two adjacent staircases (only one of which remains), contained within the
central pavilion, provide access to the rooms. In the mid-20th century, the
first-story plan was severely altered by the removal of partitions between
classrooms and by the reconstruction of new partitions that divide the
interior into three classrooms. At the second story, coatrooms and offices
have been connected by the removal of partitions. Prior to the
rehabilitation, both the first and second stories suffered extensive water
damage from roof leaks over the central portion of the structure and from
water leaks at the building's cornice. The north wing of the building was
added in 1948. It was built as a single span with concrete block walls and a
poured concrete floor.

The facade (east elevation) is symmetrical, consisting of a central pedimented
pavilion flanked by shallow end pavilions. At the first story of the central
pavilion, paired entries are set beneath a single hood supported on ornamental
brackets. Each doorway contains a single panelled door with a glass panel
(dating from the recent rehabilitation). At the second story, the central
pavilion has two arched windows, while the pediment contailnil%B osotMitfiiffn sBfik)h
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end Eavi lion contains anentry sheltered by a hood set on ornanental
brackets. Each entry contains a set of panelled double doors with glass

(also dating fromthe recent rehabilitation). At the second story, above each
entry, is anarched wndow opening. Between the two end pavilionS and the
central pavilion are narrowwall surfaces containing one narrow W ndow per
story. Aterations to the facade (prior to the recent rehabilitation) include
reﬁl acenent of original wood stoops with concrete stoops. As part of the
renabilitation, the concrete stoops were covered by wooden porches.

The south elevation contains four evenly spaced bays with one w ndow per bay

at the first and second stories; an exception exists in the easternnost bay of
the second story where anoriginal blind wndowexists. At the basenent, this
elevation contains an added wndow near itswest end (converted froma doorway
as part of the recent rehabilitation).

Te rear (V\estr)] el evation has the sane basic arrangenent of central and end
pavilions as the facade; however, it stands on a basenent that is fully above
ground. The central pavilion contains a wndowand anentry at the basenent,
two wndows per story at the first and second stories, andanoculus in the
pedi nent . basenent entry contains a six-panel netal door (installed
during the recent rehabilitation). Each egﬂJ)aV|I|on_ contain one w ndow per
story. Véll sections between the central end pavilions containsone
w ndow per story. V@l sections between the central and end pavilions contain
one single w at the basenent (the northernnost one added during the

r{ecent rehabilitation) and one doubl e wndow per story at the first and second
stories.

The north elevation is covered at the first story by a concrete-block addition
(1948). Qnly the second story of the original is exposed; i tis the mrror
I nage of the south el evation.

The north addition is aone-story structure built of concrete blocks covered
with stucco and enclosed by aflat tar and gravel roof. Hevations were
or|?| nal ly unornanented but, when apartnents were built within the addition as
part of the recent rehabilitation, fenestration was added. The facade (east
elevation) of the addition contains twoentries beneath a commen hood flanked
by four wndows. The rear (west) elevation of the addition has two
symetrical entries at either endof the elevation; each entry is flanked by
two w ndows. WWndow and door openings of the addition are franed with

bricks. The south elevation of the addition is blank.

Note: In 1985 the building was rehabilitated as part of the Secretary of the
Interior's Hstoric Preservation Certification program

conti nued

1(0*«)1t
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As part of therehabilitation, theinterior, including the basenent, was
converted toapartnents. An L-shaped corridor was added at each floor

provi ding access to apartnents. Existing partitions were renoved and new
wal |'s constructed tocreate four apartnents per floor. Four apartnents were
constructed within thenorth wng. Exterior changes included newdoors in

entries, new sash i nwndow openi ngs, wood porches over added concr et e st oops,
and a stucco surface over thenorth w ng.
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Archaeological Description

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property or in the general
area (within one mile). The lack of sites likely results from
underreporting--sites should exist on this area. Several prehistoric sites
have been documented in this region, particularly along the shores of Lake
Chaubunagungamaug to the east and Quinebaug River to the southwest. In
addition, locational characteristics of the parcel, including its close
proximity to the French River, indicate favorable conditions for native
settlement and subsistence activities. In general, however, the small size of
the parcel, as well as 1871 school construction with a full basement and 1948
addition, indicates a low potential for prehistoric sites. Pre-1871 historic
resources are not known for the property. Archaeological resources may exist
in association with late 19th-century school activities (sheet refuse, trash);
however, the extent of school construction on the property likely limits the
occurence and importance of these resources as well.



8. Statement of Significance Rock Castle School. Uebsca.”, Massachusptt-;
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A CHc

CH statewide [x] locally

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) CHA CHB CHC CHD CHE CHF | IG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)

BXGBRE EBRUN €

Community Planning and Developinent

Significant Person

N/A

Period of Significance

Cultural Affiliation
iNi/A

Architect/Builder .
Earle Fuller (architect)
Larned & Chaugh (builder)

Significant Dates

1871

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Rock Castle School possesses integrity of location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, and historical association with the civic development
of Webster. Designed by the prominent architectural firm of Earle & Fuller,
the school remains a well-preserved example of Italianate-style architecture.
The Rock Castle School is of local significance and meets Criteria A and C for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Webster's public education system first offered high school classes in the
1850s. Classes were conducted on the second floor of the Town Hall near the
present-day corner of Slater and East Main Streets in East Webster. In these
early years the school was able to accommodate approximately 80 pupils. High
school classes continued to be offered at these quarters until 1870 when the
building was destroyed by fire. Following the fire, students attended classes
in temporary classrooms set up in Webster Hall on School Street. After only a
few months, a school building committee was organized to arrange for the
erection of a permanent high school structure. Land was purchased in the
"North Village" section of town from S. Slate & Sons, dominant manufacturer in
the area and owner of much of the land in the North Village, and construction
of the school began in 1870. The town appropriated $20,000 for construction
of the building and secured Worcester architects Earle Fuller for its
design. Builders Larned & Chaugh of Worcester were hired to undertake
construction. By the end of 1870, most of the work had been completed with
over $14,000 having been spent by the town. The Rock Castle School, known as
the Webster High School when built, was completed in 1871, for a total cost of
$19,549. It was not until after 1888 that the name "Rock Castle" was used.

It is said that one of the students suggested the name "Rock Chronicle" for
the first school newspaper and from then on townspeople and students called
the school "Rock Castle.”

Stephen Earle (1839-1913) and James Fuller (1836-1901), principals of the firm
Earle & Fuller (functioning (1867-1876), were prominent architects not only in
Worcester but throughout central Massachusetts during the second half of the

[XI See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References Rock Castle School, Webster, Massachusetts

Wbster Tines. Centennial 1ssue, 1859-1959

BartTett HgH' School yearbook; "The Chronicle", 1972

Veébster Toamn Report, 1870-1871

Veébster Tines. April 9, 1870

Charles Leaven Notes, Vol une 2

Veébster Town Directories, various years
NMps and Atl as research

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

IXH preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested HPCA #11Q19MA

I I previously listed in the National Register

I 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register

I ldesignated a National Historic Landmark

CH recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

I lrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Less than one acre

UTM References
A LIi9J 12|60 1]8i2i0! 14i615i 915i 2i Ol
Zone Easting Northing

C N T S T I R

Verbal Boundary Description

| | See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
fx| State historic preservation office
I 1 Other State agency
I | Federal agency
I ILocal government
I I University
e other
Specify repository:

Massachusetts Historical Copimission

B 3L _
Zone Easting Northing

D Lt g c 111 gL

| | See continuation sheet

See attached nap for accurate representation of property boundaries.

Boundary Justification

| | See continuation sheet

The boundaries include the land occupied by the building as delineated on the

assessor's nap.

11. Form Prepared By

| | See continuation sheet

namft/titifl Christine  Beard-Historic Pres. Consultant w/Betsy Fripdhuvg, M R niVprtnr mr.

nrganizatiorJ'lassachusetts Historical Conimi<i<;inn

street & number 80 Boylston Street
city or town Boston

date November, 1988
telephone  (fil/) 7727-8470
stateMassachusettS zip code 02116
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19th century. They are best known for their educational and civic buildings
in central Massachusetts. Anong the firm s best-known works are Boynton Hall
at Wrcester Polytechnic Institute (1867-1868). Qher najor buildings
designed by Stepnhen Earle include nunerous town halls (Canton, Okford, and
Ayer, Massachusetts), churches (Pilgrim Congregational and Uhion
Congregational Churches in Wrcester), the original buildingsfor Qark
University in Wrcester, and the School Street Engine House in \ébster.

A though granite ashlar was unconmon for school buildingsinthe smaller
towns, it vas a material commonly used by Earle & Fuller. The Rock Castle
School s typical anong the Earle & Fuller buildings for its use of granite
bl ocks and 1ts elegant Italianate-style design.

A fine exanple of the Italianate style, the Fock Castle School retains major
elements of itsoriginal desi gfn, including a characteristic rectangular plan
with a hi pFed roof, symmetrical elevations with pedinmented central pavilions,
exceptionally fine stonework, arched w ndows, panelled doors, and ornanental

entry hoods.

At the tine the school opened, two teachers were enployed, C T Haynes and E
M Everett. Docunentation has not been found to indicate exactl at
curiculumwvas followed at the school but it was built prior to the educational
reforns of the 1890s and early 1900s that expanded the curricul umof nost
secondary schools to include vocational training, such as typing, cooking and
trade education. The original floor plan of the Rock Castle School, which
consisted of two large classroons on the first and school floors, is
indicative of traditional teaching practices, which relied on one teacher
conducting a large group of students inthe strictly intellectual subjects of
reading, writing, and arithmetic;, fewer specialized classroons were needed to
acconmodate this type of curriculum 1tis Iikelr that the nore traditional
curriculumwvas used at the Rock Castle School well into the the 1890s, as the
town continued to enploy only two teachers during that time. The school
continued to function as a high school until 1905 when the larger, nore nodern
Bartlett Hgh School (still inuse) was opened. The FRock Castle School
continued to be used for educational purposes after the high school classes
were renoved. Inthe early twentiethcentury, it served as a granmar school ,
remaining as such until the 1930s. The building was again reopened in 1943,
this time as the vocational annex to the Bartlett Hgh School. |t continued
to function as a trade school until 1972 when the creation of the By Path
Regi onal Vocational Hgh School in Charlton, Massachusetts, forced the closing
of FRock Castle once again. Until the recent rehabilitation, the building wves
used as a storage facility by the school departnent.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Nunber: 89000437 Date Listed: 06/ 07/ 89
Rock Castle School Wor cest er MA
Property Nane County State
N/ A

Mul tiple Name

This property i slisted i n theNational Register of Historic
Places i n accordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenom nation docunentation.

Date of Action

Anended Itenms i n Nom nation:

Applicable Criteria:

Criterion B was inadvertantly checked at thetopof section #8,
criterion Cwas intended as indicated by t hetext.

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, Acting National
Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wi thout nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON
PRCPERTY Rock Castle School

NAME

MJULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & QGANTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Wbrcester

DATE RECEIl VED: 4/ 24/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 5/ 09/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 5/ 25/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 6/ 08/ 89

DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 89000437
NCOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: Y PER D N PROGRAMUWNAPPROVEDE N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL:
GOMENT WAl VER N

UNCCcCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM / CR TE
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE
DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLR AN



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATH FEDERAL AAENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCR PTI ON

architectural classification

materials

descriptive text

Sl GNl FI CANCE —
Period Areas of Significance—heck andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui l der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sumrary paragraph

conmpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance

justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
ECFRAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI ON' PRESENTATI ON ~
sketch maps UBGS maps phot ographs presentation
OTHER COMVENTS '

Questions concerning this nomnation nay bedirectedt o
Phone
Si gned Dat e


















April 18. 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the fol | ow ng nomnation form

Leomnster, Quett Reabody & , 123 First Street

Leom nst er, Wiltr% & npany, 142 Veter Street

Norfol k, Norfol k Hal |, 28 Rockwood Roed

[Vébster, Rck Castle School, Prospect Street, HRGA #11019\VA
Vebst er, Thonpson School, Prospect Street, HRGA #11018\A

Al have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been
signed by the Sate Hstoric Preservation (ficer. Qwers were notified
of pending Sate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded the opportunity to conment. (nments receivedtodate
are attached to the nomnation form

S ncerely,

N

Betsy Fri edber? .
Ntional Register Orector
Massachusetts H storical Gonmnssion

Encl osur e;
BF/

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



