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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pest Hovise is a simple ei^teenth century famhouse that stands on a 
triangular shaped lot at the intersection of Fairhaven Road and Route 2, 
The house faces Fairhaven Road, a small residential thoroughfare and is pro­
tected frcm the tr a f f i c on Route 2 by a t a l l hedge. I t is surrounded by 
a large lawn, several matvire trees and triinned shnfebery vhich conbine to 
create a rural setting. Diagonally across from the house, on the opposite 
side of Route 2, is a small cemetery. 

I t is a two and one half story wood frame structure, built vspon a low 
fields tone fomdation. The facade of the hovise is synmetrical and of five 
bays. I t is conposed of six over six winders that are flanked by fluted 
shutters and a central doorway. The wooden door is graced with s i d e l i ^ t s 
and topped with a simple entablature. The house is covered with foin: inch 
clapbeard and has a ridge roof. . , 

A large dormer has been bxiLlt into the roof off of the rear of the house, 
making the house's back elevation a f u l l three stories. A modem one story, 
one room addition also extends from the rear of the hoxjse. The roof of 
the addition is ridged, and casement winder and sliding glass doors l i ^ t 
the room. -
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The Pest Hoxjse is significant for the role i t played in the medical history of the 
town of Concord. In 1792, v*ien an outbreak of smallpox occurred, this house, then 
known as the Ephraim Potter House, was used as the local hospital. 

Throu^out the eighteenth century the fear of an outbreak of smallpox plagued the 
New England towns. When the f i r s t case of the disease was discovered in Concord 
in 1792, one hundred and thirty people were innoculated. However, the disease 
spread to several other houses in the town and a hospital was needed to treat the 
victims. The Potter House was chosen, in part because Sarah Potter was already 
infected with smallpox; and those stricken were brou^t there to be treated by the 
tcwn's three doctors. In a l l , ten people died in the outbreak, two from innoculation 
and eight from contagion. The dead were buried in the small cemetery vfcich is located 
across from tiie hoijse, on the opposite side of Route 2. This cemetery was set 
up especially for the victims of the 1792 outbreak of smallpox, " i t being considered 
inproper to enter them in the usual ground." 

The Pest Hovise is a well-preserved reminder of this era of medical history i n the 
town of Concord. 

i 
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^O/fl/MO/l// 

July 28, 1978 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration BrancJi 
National Register 
OAHP, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 02040 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Please note the changes which should be made tc the following National 
Register forms: 

Boston: Kittredgc; House 
- change address to 10 Linwood Street, Roxbury, M/V 

1 /'Concord: Pest Hoû ê 
- change UTM coordinates to: 19/306260/4701800 

; Natick: Natick Center Historic District -.^ 
- # IC Harwood Baseball Shop 

- change owner to: Village Realty Development 

- #3 Clark's Block 
- change owner to: Arnold Zaltas 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkins 
National Register Coordinator 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/lh 
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