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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on the north side of Bloomfield, in northeast Nelson County, is
the Samuel B. Merrifield House.

The Merrifield House is an imposing two-story, Greek Revival structure. The
facade is five bays in width with Flemish bond brickwork and pilasters. Greek
fretwork designs are incorporated in the wooden hood molds, pilaster capitals
and cornice brackets (see photo 1).

The main portico is two stories in height with square fluted columns. An
elaborately carved cornice design includes carved brackets, dentils and lotus-
style capitals. A second floor balcony with Victorian railing completes the por-
tico element (see photo 2).

The south elevation is four bays wide with common bond brickwork and jack arches.
The entrance element and the door above have hood molds similar to the main
facade. Although not original, the one-story portico is sympathetic, with square
piers and cast-iron railing (see photo 3).

A one-story kitchen pen, originally detached, has been connected to the main
house with a recent brick hypen. Another twentieth century addition was built on
to the northeast corner of the main block (see photo 4).

The interior'(central-hall floor plan) has retained the original woodwork. The mantle-
pieces are simple with plain friezes and rectangular openings. Fluted pilasters
adorn the parlor mantle (see photos 5-6).

The interior door trim is varied and unusual. The designs range from a very
simple Greek design to the more elaborate trim with egg and dart molding,
dentillated cornice and panelled pilasters. Another frame contains a wave motif
and Greek key design (see photos 7-10).

The only extant outbuilding is a brick smokehouse located to the north of the
main building. The main features include: common bond brickwork, pyramidal roof
and high plastered foundation (probably stone) (see photo 11).

The nomination includes the main house, smokehouse, a 20th century frame barn
and land immediately surrounding the complex sufficient to interpret visually
the agricultural nature of the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Samuel B. Merrifield House is an exceptional Greek Revival structure built
ca. 1820, and contains some of the most elaborate and unusual woodwork in Nelson
County. A combination of Greek and Egyptian styles merge to form an exceptional
house of varied designs.

Born in 1788, Samuel Boone Merrifield studied medicine under Dr. John Bemis, the
founder of the town of Bloomfield. Bemis came from Rochester, New York around
1800 and platted the town in 1818. Merrifield built this house around 1820 and
resided here until his death. The Merrifield family was active in the affairs of
Bloomfield, and erected one of the important commercial buildings in town. Their
name was associated with the grocery business for many years.

Designed by architects Batcheldor and Allen, the residence was constructed on

a grand scale making it one of the more impressive structures in the area.
However, the most outstanding feature of the Merrifield House is the unusual wood-
work. The main portico has a hand carved cornice with designs which border on an
Egyptian motif. The columns have lotus-style capitals which echo this design.

The interior woodwork is abstract and varied. Several door surrounds contain

wave motifs and Greek key designs. Again, the blending of Greek and Egyptian
styles is evident, and the combination produces an exceptional design, unparalleled
in the area. :
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