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Town Uxbridge

Address Sutton Stri:-»©+-

Historic Name M'?2iuTiue\“\TaTt"j House

Use: Original residence & inn

Present residence

Ownership:n Private individual
Private organization

Public

Original owner AN AL T«FHf
DESCRIPTION:
Date 17 74

Source historical placque
Style timber-frame vemacular
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric clapboard
Outbuildings none

Major alterations (with dates) porch and

oriel window on ell (mid-20th century)
four-panel front door with transom—
(19th century?)

Moved

ov o Date

Approx. acreage 1.02 acres

Settingsurrounded mostly by second
growth woods, some sparse (modern)

residential devel opment

UM 19 280350 4663100
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For m #56- 53

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNLFI CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within comunity)

The Sanuel Taft House i s an excellent [ocal exanple of a popular
house-type of t hemd-eighteenth century. The building i sa Ilh storey
timber-frame cottage with a main house containing a central chimey
(east) and an el | added i nt henineteenth century (east). The main
house rests on a rock-faced granite foundation, i senclosed by a ganbrel
roof and has a symmetrical center-entrance facade (south). The entry
contains a door of four sunken panels andtwo |ights.

SEE GONTI NUATI ON SHEET . n

HSTCRICAL SIGN FICANCE (e:>cplain therole owners played i nlocal or state history
and how t hebuilding relates tot-he devel opnent of t he conmunity)

Known locally as theO dTaft Tavern, t heSanmuel Taft House possesses
historical associations with thefamly of Samuel Taft, who occupied it
during theeighteenth and nineteenth centuries®and with George Washinton
who spent a night here while travelling from Boston t oNew York i n 1789.

Sanuel Taft (1736-1816) was t heson of Israel and Mercy Taf.t of
Upton and a nenber of t heextensive Taft fam |y which domnatedt he
settlement of Uxbridge i nt heeighteenth century. | nJuly of 1774,

Taft bought theland on which t hehouse stands together with a farm
surrounding it from Sanuel Read, Jr. According t oone source (Taft 1928)j-
a smaller house stood southeast of thepresent structure at thetime of
this purchase. Sanuel Taft, a farmer, i sbelieved t ohave builtthe
present house I nl1l774 or no |ater than 1778; this second date i s based on
a painted sign for Taft's tavern bearing thedate 1778 which remainedi n
the possession of his descendants at |east as late as 1928.

Standing on what was then a major route between Boston and Hartford
(Sutton Street), andused both as a farmhouse andinn, theTaft House
was visited by CGeorge and Martha Washington. The local menory of this
visit was preserved i na letter from Washington which remained i n the
possession of Taft's heirs during thenineteenth century:

SEE GONTI NUATI OGN SHEET - W /c

Bl BLI GQRAPHY and/ or REFEFRENES Maps and Atl ases: 1830, 1855, 1870, 1890
Taft, Sarah F. "The O d Taft Tavern"
Uxbri dge: Deborah Wheel ock Chapter,D. A R, 1928
Proceedings at t he Meeting of t heTaft Famly at
Uxbri dge, Mass., August 12, 1874, Uxbri dge: Spencer
Bros.,1874. pp. 41-42 Lo
Hurd 18881 : 175
Jewett 1879 11: 428
Sprague 1927: 28 & 94 20M-2/80
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ARCHI TECTURAL Sl GNI FI CANCE

Sash consists mostly of 12/12; originally wi ndow openings were smaller
until ca.1816-1830 when original openings were enlarged by Dandridge

G Taft. Currently, al | elevations arecovered with clapboards and t he
roof i scovered with wood shingles. One source reports that t hehouse
originally had clapboards on t hefacade only and that side walls were
shingled until ca.1856-1857"when Warner Taft installed clapboards

throughout.

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE .r?
Vv Hartford, Nov.8, 1789

Sir: - Being informed that you have given ny name t oone of your sons,
and called another after M s. Washington's family (Dandridge) and being
moreover very nuch pleased with t he modest and innocent |looks of your two
daughters, Patty, andPolly, | do for these reasons send each of these girls
a piece of chintz; andt oPatty, who bears the name of Mrs. Washinton, and
who waited more upon us than Polly did,| send five guineas, with which she
may buy herself any little ornaments she may want, or she may dispose of
them i nany other manner more agreeable t oherself. As | do not give these
things with a view t ohave i t talked of, or even t oitsbeing known, t he

less there i ssaid about the matter, thebetter youwill please me;, but
that | may be sure t hechintz and noney have got safe t ohand, | et Patty,
who | dare say i sequal toit , write ne aline informing ne thereof,
directed "tothePresident of theUnited States, at New York." I wish you
and your family well, and am your hunmble servant.

George Washington

Requests f or discretion disregarded, this letter was widely known i n t he
community, at least during the nineteenth century. Q1 Aipril 3, 1909, the -
house received it ssecond presidential visitor when President W lliam
H Taft visited Uxbridge andt heSamuel Taft House on hi sway t o Millbury.
After Samuel Taft's death, t hehouse passed t oone of Taft's twenty-two
children, Warner Taft, who lived here until hi sdeath around 1856-1857 when
the property passed t oWarner's son, Dandridge G Taft. Following t hedeath
of DG Taft i n1864, t hehouse was owned and occupied by Taft's wi dowand
after 1893 by hi sdaughter (orgrandaughter) Sarah F. Taft.

The Samuel Taft House possesses integrity of location, design, setting and workmanship as well
as historical associationswith Samuel Taft, a farmer, who operated a tavernin the house and
with George Washington, who stayedthere in 1789. The house al so preserves it soriginal
vernacul ar design. The Taft House neets criteria A, BandCof the NRHR.

ONNER, Matt hew S. Herbert
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Uxbridge, MA Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area
State n
Nomination/Type of ifeview Date/Signature s -
41.  Whipple, A., House Entered in the Keeper  rAUA™ (A<tAidA yaly/kn
Hational B««l«ter
Attest
42.  Williams, N., House Entered In tlw . "Nifegper  AUAN A NNIANAN Tal7IA.
..... National |l«<fiMBter
Attest
43. Taft, Aaron, House Ir?;);iro«ndallge}\rl]gtar ficeeper  ry/UIM, ... .<ySy-<A yol7/8"
Attest
Tafta Eaz%ﬁ!' Jr., House Al Kemgeer “jAgpri DxtiMIIAdUM  >0j1073
an av 'ce Substantiva fieview
Attest
45.  Taft, Hon. Bazaleel, House Entered in the "Nifegper  y2PMALAASNA 70/7/33
. WY e National B«e™ter
yyy Yy Attest
lInt»r«d iM tMa
46. Taft Brothers Block Jftrtlooftl Baffjteter " fiftegper
Attest
47 Taft, George, House Entarad In tlui
9 National Banister eKeeper
Attest
43 Taft, Moses, House Bnt»r«d in the o
‘ , national Reflster INTeRpEr  y7ILAJ- NN Sty SNy AT
Attest
49. Taft, Samuel, House = il Lute <ATEpEr  ywil<A~AA < iNSyi<.N yol  T7/83
national B«cl«ter Attest
rp~rs.  Taft, Zadock, House Entarad I n the eeper AP AN AL QWRAAAA yNTIyn

Hat | onal Begl Bt er
Attest



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Taft. Samuel. House (Uxbridge MRA)
Worcester County

MASSACHUSETTS

Working No. AUG 2 6 1083
Fed. Reg. Date: ~. " MAY A
DatR Due: Al ox . ~2783 A MAMASTD
Action: MNCEPT yo/7/7r'S

e resubmission Infmrtl tSL fSe RETURN

O nomination by person or local government Hatlonal B«fletff REJECT

O owner objection Federal Agency:

D appeal

Substantive Review: Q sample e request [cappeal * NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent I | deteriorated unaltered + original site
n good CD ruins altered moved date.
o fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph ,

n completeness . . f '
e clarity A ,

- alterations/integrity

| ldates , .

e boundary selection oo NN Nf ooyn



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance  one psragrrap/?*
(AM 97?bjidy U)yy .oti .let- eg.*jlg”
e summary paragraph
CU completeness .
e clarity % \ . y
cn applicable criteria r/
CU justification of areas checked
CU relating significance to the resource '

« context

« relationship of integrity to significance .M
CU justification of exception .

e other . e

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps yo YN tx

CU Photographs . 1A yrAL Te
CU Other v Y.

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for my item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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