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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (iI known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Leiman House is a fine example of a wood frame and 
stucco Prairie Style house, a rare commodity in Florida. 
The house approximates a T-plan, with a main mass of two 
stories and single-story wings reaching out in several 
directions. The single story wings on the south side of 
the house are visually balanced by a porte-cochere at the 
north. Although the building is rather tall, its low 
hipped roofs and broad cantilevered eaves pull the building 
down to the ground-hugging appearance characteristic of the 
Prairie Style. Emphasis is emphatically horizontal: the 
windows, double-hung sash and casement, have dark wood 
frames and are tall enough to set up some vertical tension; 
but all windows are set in a "ribbon" with one continuous 
sill level, thus heightening the effect of horizontality. 
The exterior stucco surfaces are light gold with all trim 
done in a dark brown. The fascia board of the eaves and 
all wall cappings are painted brown, as is the coping that 
continues the sill line around the house. Some vertical 
accents are present: indented geometric patterns flank the 
windows and add texture at various points, but even the 
three chimneys are treated as low, oblong masses subordinate 
to the horizontal theme. The posts supporting the porte- 
cochere and several pier-like corners of the house are of 
rectangular plan and massive appearance.

A heavy, rectangular pavilion projects from the center 
of the main facade; its corners are treated as piers and it 
carries a flat parapet with sharply defined copings. A 
porch projects from and extends the length of the main facade 
and also has a low parapet with copings. The porch parapet 
makes an additional projection in front of the central 
pavilion. A semi-circular arch cut in the parapet wall 
serves as the main entrance to the porch; two opposing flights 
of marble stairs mount the porch just within, and to either 
side of the entrance arch. This arch motif, similar to 
those found in early Prairie houses by Frank Lloyd Wright, 
is repeated as decoration on the south facade. Eight shallow 
urns with plantings sit atop the porch and pavilion parapets; 
these urns are almost identical in design to those used in 
the famous Robie House and others by Wright. As well, the 
abstract geometrical patterns of the window mullions is 
decidedly Wrightian. A regional touch was added by the use 
of red tile on the roof, but this has since been replaced by 
asphalt roofing; only the original tile flashings remain. 
A measure of the degree of thought put into this building is 
evidenced in the treatment of its rain gutters: they are 
hidden within and behind the fascia board with only the 
unobtrusive downspouts visible.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Leiman House merits some attention as the home of 
one of the prime movers in Tampa's business community during 
the early 20th century. Henry Leiman (1857-1931) came to 
Tampa in 1894. Until 1902, he managed several large 
manufacturing concerns; in 1902 he bought the Tampa Cigar 
Box Company, eventually to become the largest cigar box 
plant in the world.

The architect who designed the Leiman House, M. Leo 
Ellyitt (1886-1967), was one of Tampa's and Florida's 
foremost architects. From 1908 Elliott kept offices in 
Tampa and St. Petersburg, specializing in educational and 
commercial buildings. His best known work in the Tampa area 
was the City Hall built in 1915. Elliott was active in 
civic and social circles and had extensive business interests 
and large real estate holdings in Tampa.

Even without other associations, the Leiman House can 
stand on its architectural significance alone. Built in 
1915, it is one of the extremely few Prairie Style houses 
that found their way to Florida, and it is probably one of 
the very best. It is consistent with the precepts of the 
style and well executed. Even on the backside, where the 
arrangement is more functional than display oriented, the 
massing and intersection of planes creates an almost sculptural 
effect. The introduction of a few regional influences makes 
this house a rare and exceptional example of early modern 
design in Florida.
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