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ARCH TECTURAL. 9 GNH QNZE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The 1872 Crescent Mill (later Merchants Mill #3) exemplifies the best features

of Fall River mill architecture of the late 1860's and early 1870's expansion
period. The single 4iz-storygranitemill is located above the dam on the north
shore of the Quequechan River at the intersectionof two main comrercial streets
close to downtown. According to early histories, the original site of 25 acres was
in the center of a circle of 18 large mlls "and was chosen on account of the

val uable water-front, itsproximty to so many |arge corporations, and its
consequent prospective value as an investment." A spur of the Fall River Railroad
runs just behind, the conplex. The design has been credited to itstreasurer,
Lafayette Nichols. Characteristicof factory architecture of the time are the
steeply pitched roof with skylights, irregular ashlar masonry walls, narrow
rectangular plan (339" X 74'), 12/12 sash, overhangi ng wooden bracketed cornice
and rear granite picker house and engine rooms, also dating from 1872. Wat

nakes the Crescent particularly noteworthy i s the nonunental 6-1evel center stair
tower carefully constructed of finishedashlar blocks. The paired open arches (QONIHE

HSTARCAL. SGNHCANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it
and how it affected coomunity; be specific).

Al'though often referredto as Merchants Mill #3, the buildingat Front and A.
Pl easant Streets was constructed for the Crescent Mills Corporation, which was
organized in 1871. During the two years 1871 and 1872, 14 other textile nanu-
facturing corporations were formed in Fall River and sone 20 new mills constructed
in an unprecedented surge of growth. Original officers included Benjam n Covel,
president, and Lafayette Nichols, treasurer. The original capital stock totalled
$500, 000. The 1872 mill contained 33,280 spindles and 744 |ooms manufacturing
44 fine brown sheetings and special styles of fine goods for printing and
converting. In 1877, 6 million yards of cloth was being produced annually. The
plant was powered by a steam engine from the Foundry and Machine Co. of Taunton, .
and textile machinery was both English-and Anerican-nmade. Across Pleasant Street

was the Merchants Mill #1, which had been erected in 1857 and enlarged in 1872
into the largest mill under one roof in Fall River. (The Merchants #1 was dis-
tinguished by itsmansard roof and two mansard stair towers dividing the mass
into three sections.) In 1893 the Merchants Manufacturing G. purchased the
Crescent Mill, which became it sM Il #3. A 1901 trade publicationgives the

capacity of the three mlls as 128,000 spindles and 3,270 |loons, a nunber which | "%
grew to over 136,104 during the prosperous post-war period. The plant closed '

in 1931. The original Merchants Mills #1 and #2 were both destroyed by fire in .
1934.- The Crescent is presently used for light industry.
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ARCH TECTURAL S| G FI CANCE ( Cont i nuat i on) i

and chanfered corners at the upper level andthe |ow hipped roof nmake this tower one
of the city's finest exanples of the Italianvilla style adapted for industrial use.
Also of interest i s the engineering of the interior, where the attic ceilingi s
suspended from the trussed roof by iron rods i norder t o create a mule-spinning

area free of colums. The Crescent Mill remains largely intact; however, poorly-
designed |ater commercial buildings located infront of the main mill detract from
its overall appearance.

The 1872 Qrescent Mill, withitsfine Italianate center stair tower exenplifies

the best of Fall River granite mi|ll architecture of the 1870s textile expansion
pe&_l o.d(;1 ||t| meets Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic P aces
I ndi vidually.

Staple to lInventory form at bottom '
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