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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Second Pinal County Courthouse is a two story red brick building
cf the Victorian tradition, topped by a distinctive cupola. The
main entrance faces west. The entrance is framed by a decorative
wood detailed porch topped by a small second story balcony. All of
the facade openings are structures with decorative cast lintels, a
single lintel spanning pairs of double hung windows. The mansard
roof is made of metal and has dormers with circular windows. Above
the entrance is a gable with a pair of attic windows. The facade

is divided into bays accomplished by the recessing of brick wall
surfaces behind an implied structural system of brick.

As constructed in 1890-1891, the building formed a cross in plan.

On the first floor were the offices of the assessor, recorder,
treasurer, and board of supervisors. In the rear portion or east
wing was the jail. Directly above the jail on the second level was
the courtroom. Also on the second story were juryrooms, the judge's
chambers, the probate court and the office of the county supervisor.

Since 1891 several additions have been added to the building. 1In
1917 the NW and SW corners of the building were filled in to change
the T-shape. The roof line was left as originally built. Much
later the license plate department was added to the south-east side
of the building and the treasurer's office was expanded to the
northeast. 1In 1975 an addition was made tc the north which reflects
the original character of the building but upsets its classical
symmetry.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The second Pinal County Courthouse is a Victorian brick constructed
in 1891. The building was designed by prominent Arizona architect

| James M. Creighton. Creighton, whose formal training consisted of
cne course in drafting, was much in demand as a designer. His pro-
jects include 01d Main at the University of Arizona, a building which
is now on the National Register. He also designed the 0ld Dominion
Hotel irn Globe, the City Hall in Phoenix, the U.,S., Customhouse in
Nogales, and the Adams Hotel in Thoenix, as well as many other build-

ings throughout the territoryv.

Contractors for the ccurthouse were A.J. Doran and T A, Adams. Dorar
was 2 successful contractor and promirent territorial politician.
Doran and Adams were awarded the construction contract 1 March 1890
and completed the building on 1 March 1891 at a cost of $29,000,

The town of Florence was part of the post-Civil Var boom in Arizona.
Tt was estahlished in 1866 and soon hecame ar important political
renter as well as a sunply and shipping center for nearby mines and
agricnlture. The First Florence Gourthouse, which is now on the
National Register, was an adobe building which was scon unable to
handle the rush of business. The constructicn of the grand rew brick
ceurthonse coincided, however, with the decline in producticn in most
of the mines of the area.

-, T

The town has recently begun to attract some retirement residents but
the main economic base is the state prison, built in 1909, and the
town's position as county seat.
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