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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Price Villa is a large, impressive three-story red brick building.
of Renaissance influence situated on a hillside in the southern part of
Atchison. Now flanked on three sides by larger buildings -of Mount Saint
Scholastica, it once stood in stately isolation overlooking the c1ty.

953 stone quoining at the corners enhances the building's attractlve—
ness. A simple cornice separates the brick wall at the second floor
from the mansard roof enclosing the third floor. Window openings on the
first and second floors have arched heads. The third floor dormer windows
werd originally arched to match the other windows. There are first
floor bay windows on both the north and south sides of the building.

A square four-story tower topped by a cross is built_over the
front entrance. The hip-roofed tower originally had terminated {ith
an ornate railing and had circular dormer windows on each side of the
hip roof. A flat-rocfed porch runs the w1dth of the front facade.

There is a side entrance on th& south just west of the bay window.

A corresponding entrance on the north side has been removed.

When it was completed as a residence in 1874, reportedly at a cost
of $60,000, Price Villa had five porches and verandas, 38 rooms, 15 halls,
10 stairways, hot and cold water, gas pipes, two bathrooms and all the
conveniences of the day. The interior woodwork made extensive use

~ of mahogany, walnut, and rosewood. The house and its outbuildings,

which included a large brick barn, a smokehouse, and a poultry house,
and the surrounding acreage of lawns, pasture, and orchards constituted
one of the most elegant 19th century estates in Kansas.

After the Benedlctlne Slsters acqulred the property in_1877, ey
had the Vllla ;gmodeled and ‘alteréd ‘ds’ their Finds permitted to addpt
it to thelr rellglous and ‘educational purposes. Some of the interiorx
changes were: six of the large fireplaces have been bricked shut; some
of the original parquetry floors have\beén replaced; all~but<one of the
ceilings with ornamental plaster work have been changed; the floor
plan of the structure has been somewhat modified. At the present time
Price Villa is used by the music department of Mouiit ‘Saint Scholastica
College. The former outbuildings have long since disappeared and their
sites occupied by other educational structures. Even though changes
have been made to the building, the exterior of.Price Villa still
reflects the elegance of its original appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Price Villa was. built for .John M. Price in the southwest part of
Atchison in 1872, It was described, while in the process of construc-
tion, in the September 24, 1872, edition of the Atchison Daily Champion
as "the finest residenpce in the State." The architect was Thomag Wise
and F. W. McLaughlM{ had the contract for the brickwork. In September,
1872, the Daily Champion reported the estimated cost as $40,000; in
January, 1873, the figure given was $60,000. Dollar values placed on
the property in the mid-1870's ranged from $75,000 to $100,000. Some
accounts indicate that the building was completed in 1872; others
report that the interior was not'totally finished until 1874

John M. Price was a prominent Atchison lawyer, political figure,
and promoter. The Price family did not reside in the house for a
lengthy period, but while they did, their dinners and entertainments
were the talk of the town.

Price's financial position ‘was badly- shaken by -the Panic of 1873.
In an apparent attempt to recoup their fortunes, he and other prominent
Atchlson businessmen formulated a grand lottery scheme known as the
Kansas Land and Immlgrant Assoc1aflon. Some of 1ts stated purposes
were to promote 1mmlgratlon 'to Kansas and to, beneflt the town of
Atchison. Two hundred thousand shares were to e’ sold at $5 00 apiece,
and each shareholder would be entitled to one chance in a draw1ng for
2,664 pieces of’ valuable property ostensibly owned by ‘the Association.
The top prize would be Price Villa, valued at $75,000. An extensive
advertising campaign was waged throughout the United States through
direct mail circulars and newspapers. The Kansas constitution had an
anti-lottery provision, but no apparent effort was made to enforce it.
In fact, Governor Osborn and other state officials endorsed the scheme.

The five men running the Association--George W. Glick, president
(later the first Democrat elected governor of Kansas); Luther C.
Challis, vice president; Samuel L. Strickler, secretary; Ge torch,
treasurer; and John M. Price, general manager--were 1nd;¢%EEfE§T§\aaral
court in Topeka on April 10, 1876, fqr using _the_ mal;$n$0 distributd
illegal lottery material and for falsely claiming Asg g¢$§§ ershrEp
of the properties to be awarded as prizes. Federal/@éirt{?e o¥ds- -
indicate that the case was continued to the next te f“bﬁg dog%ot ghow
its disposition. Later, in October, 1876 Challis ! xé%kléﬁDWEre
indicted again. fr@ﬁé9$ ,

each and costs.
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Atchison Daily Champion, January 1, 1873, January 8, 1876, April 30, 1876,

August 25, 26, 27, 1876.
Atchison Daily Globe, July 16, 1894.
"Atchison Schools," Atchison Champion, February 20, 1879,

Connelley, William E., A Standard History of Kansas 'and Kansans, v. 2

(Chicago, Lewis Publlshlng Co., 1l918).
Fay, Agnes E., "Memories of Life in Another

Atchison," Kansas City Times, March 19,
"Grand Real Estate Distribution" (Atchison,
Histogz’of the State of Kansas {(Chicago, A

Era Cling to a Mansion at
1956. _ i
n.d.), two page broadside.
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The drawing had been postponed a number of times but was finally
held on August 25, 1876. Atchison newspapers desgcribed the proceedings
and listed the numbers of the winners. Price Villa was won by No.
190,736. A list of the names of all the winners was promised, but
it never appeared and there is no subsequent mention of the lottery in
the Atchison newspapers. There is no known evidence that any of the
prizes were awarded or that anyone but the promoters benefited from
the lottery. .

John Price lost Price Villa through a sheriff's sale on November 1,
1876. In June, James N. Burnes had won a judgment against him for
$13,572.95. Price was given until September by the court to pay or
have his property sold by the sheriff. On November 1, Burnes bought
the house and grounds for $17,000.00, apparently to protect himself.

In June, 1877, the Sistexs of the Order of St. Benedict, who
operated a convent and school in Atchison under the leadership of
Rev. Mother Evangelista Kremeter, became interested in acquiring Price
villa. The purchase was made on July 16 for $20,000 (which was paid
over a period of years), and by July 25 the Sisters had moved into
Price Villa, which was later renamed St. Cecilia's Hall. Until 1884
it was the only building for the convent and the school; now it is
used as a music hall and is surrounded by larger educational buildings
of Mount Saint Scholastica. :

Price Villa is one of the best examples of residential Rendissance
architecture in Kansas. It alsc has historical significance because
of its connection with the widely heralded real estate distribution
of the Kansas Land and Immigrant Association in 1875-1876.
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