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Excellent Good Foir D
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Deteriorated \ 1 Ruins Unexposed
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Altered Q Unaltered (XI Moved

(Check One)

Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house at Buena Vista is a five bay, two storey brick 
dwelling erected about l8i|5-l8i|7   It is in the Greek R£v_i_va.l 
style, somewhat modified by a skillful but inidenTmred^aTchi 
tect. A verandah across the front features correct Doric 
columns. Double chimneys at the ends are connected by balus­ 
trades. A service wing extends to the west from the north 
end of the building. In the present century a long wing was 
added to the south side to provide a large hall and library 
downstairs and several bedrooms upstairs without alteration 
of the earlier portion. The original house is now furnished 
with pieces appropriate to its period, including many posses­ 
sions of John'M. Clayton. It is open for exhibit. The newer 
portion, furnished basically as Governor Buck left it, is 
used for meetings of State agencies and for the entertainment 
of distinguished guests.

The house standing several hundred yards west of the 
southbound lane of U.S. 13, is approached by a lane shaded by 
double line of trees. Immediately about it are lawns and
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Buena Vista Is significant primarily as the home of 
John M. Clayton (1796-1856), its builder, but it also has 
value as the site of a mid nineteenth century demonstration 
of the effects of scientific methods of agriculture, and as 
the home of C. Douglass Buck (1890-1965).John M, Clayton was 
Secretary of State to President Zachary 'faylor 18^9-1850, 
and United States Senator from Delaware 1828-1836, l8i|5-l8l|9 
and 1852-1856. His most notable achievement was negotiation 
of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, but he was also an active, 
nationally-minded Senator influential in evolving the National 
Republican and Whig positions on all major issues of those 
years. He was likewise a distinguished lawyer and judge, and 
an influential supporter of scientific agriculture after his 
purchase of the farm he named Buena Vista, which be brought 
from exhaustion to showplace condition in a few years. His 
guests there included many of the national figures of the 
period 1847-1856. Clayton 1 s great-grandnephew, C. Douglass 
Buck, was Governor of Delaware 1929-1937, and United States 
Senator 19)43-19^9. He was importantly connected with the 
development of the' State Highway system. He bequeathed the 
house at Buena Vista, with sufficient acreage to preserve its 
setting, to the State of Delaware



Historic Houses And Buildings Of Delaware, by Harold Donaldson
Eberlein and Cortlandt V.D. Hubbard, published at Dover in 
1962, pp. li|6-li|7 

Delaware: X History Of The First State, edited by Jeannette
Eckman and others, published at New York in 1955* P-331 

"Memoir Of John M. Clayton", by Joseph P. Comegys, published 
as Papers Of The Historical Society of Delaware IV, at Wilm-
mington in 10(32, pp. 139-llj.i 

Dictionary Of American BiograpJh
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LV_, edited by Alien Johnson and 
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CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 39° 38   06> 7£ ° 38 '2k " 
NE 39° 37- $9- 75 ° 38-00 - 
SE 39° 37' 51 " 75 ° 38-06 - 
sw 39 9 38 ' 00   75 ° 38-29  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Date January 29, 1971
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Delaware 19901 10
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

(/JjAft~ U (Ufa/fA m/h,
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pjreservation

APR 1 6 1971
Date

ATTEST:
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