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Fitting well amidst the one and two story homes in the northwest residential section of
Lewistown, the Episcopal Church building complex is located on the northwest corner of
the intersection of West Montana Street and 5th Avenue North. The one story stone churc
which was erected in 1899 occupies the actual corner site and the stone parish house
completed in 1915 is situated immediately west. Both buildings are constructed of light
gray sandstone quarried in the vicinity. The church itself is of irregular blocks of stc
while the parish house is laid up in rough-faced cut stone.

The church plan today is that of a Latin cross with a square apsidal end similar to En-
glish medieval church plans. There is a projecting vestibule centrally located on the
front or south end of the nave with a gable roof lower than the gable roof of the nave
The gable roofs of the transepts are also lower than that of the main body of the church.
The east transept has a low bell tower, square in plan with a pyramidal roof. The roofs
are of wood shakes. A single brick chimney is located just W. of the bell tower.

The west transept contains the pipe organ while the east transept houses the sacristy.
There is a single exterior door on the south wall of the east transept, set in a squared
opening. The main entry doors are in an arched opening on the south wall of the project-
ing vestibule. The main entry and transept doors are constructed of vertical boards and
have large strap iron hinges. The doors are painted a rustic red color while the hinges
are painted black. The east transept with its chimney, bell tower and secondary entry
is actually wider and shallower in plan and is taller than the west transept. The lattex
has no exterior openings.

All of the church windows except two are set in Gothic (pointed) arched openings. There
are two small rectangular staned glass windows, one on each side of the vestibule (east
and west). The nave has two large stained glass windows on the east wall and three on ti
west wall. There are similar units in the east transept, one on the east and the other
on the north. The windows of the nave and east transept have a cross and crown design.
On eash side of the sanctuary in the apsidal end is a set of three windows in a square-
headed rectangular frame, one on the east wall and one set on the west wall. These windc
have crown of thorms designs.

Oval shaped stained glass windows are located high in the gable ends of the main body of
the church. The design of the north window behind the altar features the cup and wheat
while the south window above the vestibule has a design of grapes and the cup. There are
a total of seventeen stained glass windows in the church. Their frames are painted a rus
tic red like the doors.

The cornerstone with the construction date of 1899 is located on the southwest corner of
the building. The walls of the low-profiled well-proportioned church are ivy covered,
as are the walls of the parish house.

The interior of the church has undergone same changes. The sanctuary and choir area was
paneled about 1967 and the altar, altar rails, organ, hymn boarc_l, font, lectern and pulp:
have been replaced. The open-beamed ceiling remains as it was in 1899.
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Adjacent to and west of the church is the parish house. The rectangular parish house is
also a one-story structure, but it's main floor is raised to permit windows to light the
basement. The building has a steep gable roof with wood shingles. An open joist, beam
and bracket portico shields the entry located on the east at the southeast corner of the
building. The portico roof is supported by stone columns that flank the steps.

The parish house windows are tall narrow units se t in Gothic arches. Those of the
basement area are rectangular with square heads. The south wall has three Gothic-arched
windows evenly spaced. The central unit is taller than those that flank it. Above, high
in the gable, is a small circular window. None of the windows in the parish house are
of stained glass. The main floor contains one large room having a hardwood floor. A
small office is located on the south end of the building with a cloak roam adjacent to
the staircase. Above the office space there is a balcony. The basement has a large

meeting or dining room with colums down the center. On this level are located the rest-
rooms, kitchen and a boiler room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lewistown is located in the geographic center of Montana but has never been on the main
trails, railroads, or other travel patterns of the state. The town started as a trading
post to serve the Crow Indian Reservation about 1873. By 1883, it was a growing commm-
ity and boasted a shakespeare Club, an Astronomy Club and a theater. In that year,
Bishop L. R. Brewer of Helena conducted the first Fpiscopal services in the area.

In October, 1897, at the instigation of Bishop Brewer, St. James Guild was formed in
Lewistown. Though the population of the town was only about 400 people, the ladies rose
to the challenge of raising funds to build a church. The women of the Guild served Sup—

pers, conducted bazaars and held rummage sales and gradually accumulated the necessary
money.

The architect for the church was John Sutcliffe, 218 LaSalle St., Chicago, who special-
ized in church architecture. He designed the church furniture, as well. This little
vine-covered English Gothic church is the oldest existing church building in Lewistown
as earlier churches have been replaced by later structures.

When built, the little church had only the east transept and no bell tower. The bell
tower was added in 1903 because the Rev. A. W. Bell secured the "loan" of the city
fire bell. The second transept was added in 1929 to house the new Moller pipe organ
which was first used on All Saint's Day of that year.

As the town grew, so did the church and more space was needed. This was provided in
1912-15 by the erection of a Parish Hall beside the little church. It served the commun—
ity at large as a recreation hall and meeting place as well. It is used by the parish fo:
Sunday School classrooms, parish and public dinners, meetings, motion picture screening
room and other relative functions. Wedding receptions are held here, and the annual
harvest dinners in the fall. Architects for the Parish Hall were Wamsdorff and Eastman.
ILee Dysart was the contractor.
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