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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNFI CANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildings within conmunity.)

Located on an inportant Main Street corner, the Chapin National Bank Building is a
two-story structure, constructed oi cast stone. |t is distinguishedby its weighty
Doric freize and the range of two story Doric colums in antis on its Lynan Street
facade. Although itsMin Street facade had been covered over by nodern panelsi t
remains a good exanpl e of the banks constructed in the early twentieth century, and

of the local pride which surrounded them An original sketch of the building shows

the Main Street facade looking simlar to the existing Lynan St. facade with the ex-
ception of a central entiy. At the preseat time i tis unknown wether original materials

H STAR CAL SIGN FICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.)

The Chapin National Bank Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, and workmanship. [t is inportant for itsassociations with the devel opnent
of local banking and especially for itsassociations with Chester Chapin, a major |ocal
entrepreneur. Although itsMin Street facade has been partially covered by sheathing,
it isalso agood |ocal exanple of the Neo-Classical style. |t meets criteria ASC

of the National Register of Historic Places.

The Chapin National Bank was organized in 1872 as the Chapin Banking and Trust Conpany,
a banking adjunct of Chester W Chapin's large financial interests. |t becane a national
bank in 1878.

Chester Chapin was an inportant |local entrepreneur whose activities boosted the city's
growth in additionto making him sonething of a national transportationnmagnate. Hs
early stagecoach interests were conbined in the 1830's with the Connecticut River steam
boat trade. Chapin's attention soon turned to railroading, however, and he becane
president of the Western, and then Boston & Al bany Railroads, gaining national
promnence in the railroad industry.

A a local politician and banker, Chapin served as a selectman and later in the Congress
from 1875-77. H was first president of the Agawam Savings Bank and of the Hanpden
Savings Bank and was reputed to be one of Springfield swealthiest citizens. The
building was constructed on the site of the previous Chapin Birik ot the design of Nw
Yonk architect, Mowbray and Uffinger.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Arericn Architecture Since 1780:  Marcus Wffen; MT Press, 1969; p. 50.
Buil ding Departnent, Building Pernits

Springfield Street Directories

King, Mbses, King's Quidebook of Springfield, Massachusetts, 1884, p. 302
At the Crossroads, Springfield, MAssachusetts, 1975, pp. 36-38
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