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The H. Alden Smith House occupies a prominent position on a corner lot at the 
intersection of Harmon Place and Fourteenth Street South, in Minneapolis. Only one 
block from Loring Park, the Smith House is the last survivor of a formerly elegant 
neighborhood and has been virtually engulfed by Metropolitan Junior College, apartment 
structures, and mixed use commercial warehouses.

The exterior of the Smith House exemplifies many Richardsonian Romanesque 
characteristics. Walls are ..coins true ted of a closely fitted random corniced 

brownstone. It is threg stories in height with a massive corner tower, 
wall and roof dormers, and tall stone chimneys. The sense of massiveness is carried 
through window and door surrounds in heavy lintels and voussoirs. Front and side 
porches are also the same type of stone as the walls, however, not rusticated but 
finely brush-hammered. Columns are rectilinear with carved capitals. A stone 
balistrade and prominade links both front and side entries. The dissymmetry in both 
plan and elevation are condusive to display of varying textures in the stone.

A carriage house to the rear is constructed of similar materials, however, 
the exterior wall facing the alley is of simple unadorned yellow brick; In 1919, 
when the Smith property was acquired by Davies Mortuary, a fcwo-story, red brick 
addition was made to link the house and carriage house.

The interior plan of the H. Alden Smith House comprises three major rooms 
linked by an elegant reception hall. Centrally located is a grand staircase which . 
rises through three landings to a second story balconied hallway. - This space is lighted 
by chandeliers and a stained glass skylight at the base of a light shaft. All woodwork 
is of highly varnished cherry. Niches, newells, and mouldings boast elaborate, 
foliate carvings. All rooms retain original woodwork, however, that in the parlor 
had been painted a pastel green shortly after World War II. Each major room has a^ 
gas fireplace, the parlor having two. The parlor is entered through two sets of 
sliding doors and occupies the entire northwestern quadrant of the main floor.

Occupying the first level in the tower is a circular music room/library 
also finished in cherry. Book and music cases line the walls between windows and 
doors; these echo the curvature of the walls. Noteworthy is a tiled fireplace with 
cherry mantle which incorporates an oil on reed cloth portrait, in place of the 
traditional mirror. Decorative carvings are in forms of medallions, garlands, and 
swags, and ionic pilasters.

The dining room boasts a coved, coffered ceiling and six-foot cherry 
wainscoting. The south wall comprises a central fireplace surmounted by an intricate 
arched stained glass window and flanked by cabinets and a dumb-waiter. An original 
built-in cherry sideboard is located on the west wall. A door on this wall leads 
through a butler's pantry to the kitchen (the kitchen has been converted into the 
embalming room for the mortuary; other rooms are reception and viewing rooms).

The second story has retained its modification of opening dividing walls to 
provide a link between rooms. These rooms have pastel green,painted woodwork and are 
presently used for casket display. The balconied hall, however, has retained the 
original varnished cherry.

The third story is unchanged from the original servant's quarters. Within 
the north gate and tower is a ballroom presently unused except for general storage. 
No improvements or decorating have been done in this space.

The brick addition between the house and carriage house was constructed when 
the property was converted to a mortuary and serves as a flower room for deliveries and 
arrangement. The carriage house still functions as a garage.

In general, no alterations of major consequence have been made to the original 
historic fabric of the H. Alden Smith property. It has been preserved in excellent 
condition and continues to serve its adapted function as a mortuary.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The H. Alden Smith House, with its fine stone masonry, roum^-arched windows, and 
gabled, hipped roof, is an excellent example of Richardsonian^Romanesque architecture. 
The architectural work of Henry Hobsojj^Richardson, who is recognized as one of the 
three greatest American-born architects, had a significant impact on the architecture 
of Minneapolis during the 1880s and 1890s; and the H. Alden Smith House is one of 
the finest examples of domestic architecture of this design in the city.

Designed in 1887 by one of Minneapolis' most prominent architects, William 
Channing Whitney )/£h±s house is a fine example of his work as well as the Richardsonian 
Romanesque style. For William Channing Whitney gained his architectural reputation 
from his ability to design buildings which followed popular trends, not from his 
original talents. Architectural historian Donald Torbert, speaking of Whitney 1 s 
design for the H. Alden Smith House says the following:

"The design was in no sense a copy, but Richardson's works provided the 
authority for the individual motifs and for their combination. The 
Palladian-like openings of the gables and porch are historically out of 
character with the squatty tower, rock faced walls, and asymmetrical plan, 
but stem from a similar use of the Palladian motif on the Pain House at 
Waltham, Massachusetts which the Richardson office designed in 1884-86."

The house bearf the name of the man who had it built, H. Aldert^Smith, a wealthy 
Minneapolis businessman. Smith earned his wealth as co-owner of the Smith &Wyman Sash 
and Door Company. He had his home built on Harmon Place, one of Minneapolis 1 most 
fashionable addresst'around the turn of the century. Today it is the only one of the 
mansions built there that survives shedding light on the history of residential 
building patterns in Minneapolis. -^

The H. Alden Smith House is thus an architecturally significant building in 
Minneapolis. It is a fine example of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. It 
illustrates well the influence of this style upon local architecture during the 
late 1800s and William Channing Whitney's ability to adapt Richardson's designs.

1. Donald R. Torbert, Minneapolis Architecture and Architects 1848-1908. Ph.D. 
Thesis, May 1951. '
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