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Set against a backdrop of orchards and neadows, t he Cushing house
surrounded by beautifully landscaped grounds whose 9.91 acre areai s

defined by | owstone walls and orchards.\ The original door of this two-and-

a-half story clapboard house i scentered onitsfive-bay south facade and
is enclosed within a one story pedimented porch. The original two-bay
depth of t hehouse has been extended and i scovered by thelong lean-to of
the pitched roof. A large chimey rises fromtheridgepole just off center
of thefacade.

There i sclear and visible architectural evidence i nthetwo front chanbers
and i ntheattic that thehouse was originally one-and-a-half stories high.
It was raised a full story, probably before theend of thel7th century,
but perhaps early i nthe 18th. Two interior roons i nthehouse contain

an unusually high concentration of thel7th century interior detail of
excellent quality and i nexcellent condition. I ntheoriginal kitchen,
located at t he southwest corner of t hehouse, two entire walls display

the ol ded sheathing of that period. Here, too, early sponge painting

has been preserved intact onthefraned ceiling and walls. Elsewhere i n
the house other details of theoriginal trim are apparent.

To t hewest of thehouse | i ethecorncrib, forge and barn, theframng of
which is perhaps theearliest extant i nthestate. Massive posts, at |east
four of which aregunstock, support theheavy cross beanms i nt he framng
of this long, pitched roof structure which i scovered by shingled sidJfi®
This framng i sbelieved t ohave cone fromH nghamis first meetinghouse.

Across East Street, beyond a'large field flows theWer River. At thewest
edge of thefield a damreaches from East Street t otheRiver where a race-
way i sstill evident. These structures, which have always been a part of
the farmproperty , originally were part of an early mill site. Contiguous
to, and just above thedamsite, aretherenmnins of anearly Indian fishing
station where numerous Indian artifacts have been located. This area
conmprises 5.35 acres.

The total area of the Cushing Homestead on both sides of East Street,
consists of 15.26 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/
The Cushing House, built i n1678 by Daniel Cubing for his son'P™r, belongs
to therelatively small nunber of docinnented 17th century houses extanti n
Massachusetts. |t has thedistinction of being one of thevery few i n
this group of houses for which title has been passed down i nt hemal e
line over a period of three centuries and remains i nt hehands of the
lineal descendants of theoriginal builder. The house and i t s acconpanying
farm buil dings have been certified as a Massachusetts Historic Landmark
under thetitle of t heCushing Honestead.

The interior of theCushing House preserves an unusually high concentration
of 17th century architectural detail. This includes twoentire walls of
original 17th century nolded sheathing and other elenments of original

finish trim  The framed ceiling of one roompreserves intact its decoratior
of "sponge painting" i na pattern of yellow on black. This decorative
technique, one of theearliest efforts t oenhance t he appearance of New

Engl and houses, was probably first used about 1700. Only a fewexanples

of such work now survive i nt he Conmonweal t h.

The barn stands i nclose proximty totheCushing House and i ntraditional
relationship toother typical farm outbuildings, including a forge and an
early corncrib raised on stone piers. This i stheoldest framed barn
within t heNew England area of which there i sany know edge. 1t i s
unquestionably of 17th century origin, and i s believed toincorporate beans
fromthefirst nmeetinghouse i nH ngham which was torn down t o permt
construction of thed d Ship Church on thesanme site i n 1681.

It i ssignificant that t heCushing fami |y has maintained for theHomestead
its 15.26 acre unspoiled setting of open fields and stone walls against

a wooded background. Indeed, t heCushing House i s one of thevery few
17th century farnmhouses which remans t hecenter of an active farm whose
fields aretilled annually and whose outbuildings still serve the purposes
for which they were constructed.
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