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|1 NAME 
C O M M O N : 

The Cushing Homestead 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Same 
2 . L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

-i:ast_Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

-giQgiia-m-

Mass. 25 

C O U N T Y : 

Plymouth 
3 C L A S S t F I C A T t O N 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

53 P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P r o c e s s 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

[ 3 Occup ied 

I I Unoccup ied 

• P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

g ] R e s t r i c t e d 

I I Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inment 

1 I Government 

I 1 I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t o r y 

I I Museum 

• Park 

[33 P r i v a t e Res idence 

I 1 R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I 1 Comments 



| 7 . D g S C R t P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Checft One; 

Excellent • Good • Foir • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

• Altered |X| Unaltered 
(Check One) 

r 3 Moved 0 Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n O W n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Set against a backdrop of orchards and meadows, the Cushing house • 
surrounded by b e a u t i f u l l y landscaped grounds whose 9.91 acre area i s 
defined by low stone walls and orchards .\ The o r i g i n a l door of t h i s two-and-
a-half story clapboard house i s centered on i t s five-bay south facade and 
i s enclosed w i t h i n a one story pedimented porch. The o r i g i n a l two-bay 
depth of the house has been extended and i s covered by the long lean-to of 
the pitched roof. A large chimney rises from the ridgepole j u s t o f f center 
of the facade. 

There i s clear and v i s i b l e a r c h i t e c t u r a l evidence i n the two f r o n t chambers 
and i n the a t t i c that the house was o r i g i n a l l y one-and-a-half stories high. 
I t was raised a f u l l story, probably before the end of the 17th century, 
but perhaps early i n the 18th. Two i n t e r i o r rooms i n the house contain 
an unusually high concentration of the 17th century i n t e r i o r d e t a i l of 
excellent q u a l i t y and i n excellent condition. I n the o r i g i n a l kitchen, 
located at the southwest corner of the house, two entire walls display rn 
the molded sheathing of that period. Here, too, early sponge painting rn 
has been preserved i n t a c t on the framed c e i l i n g and walls. Elsewhere i n 
the house other d e t a i l s of the o r i g i n a l t r i m are apparent. 

2 
To the west of the house l i e the corncrib, forge and barn, the framing of to 
which i s perhaps the e a r l i e s t extant i n the state. Massive posts, at least 
four of which are gunstock, support the heavy cross beams i n the framing 
of t h i s long, pitched roof structure which i s covered by shingled s i d J f i ^ ' 
This framing i s believed to have come from Hingham's f i r s t meetinghouse. 

Across East Street, beyond a'large f i e l d flows the Wier River. At the west 
edge of the f i e l d a dam reaches from East Street to the River where a race­
way i s s t i l l evident. These structures, which have always been a part of 
the farm property , o r i g i n a l l y were part of an early m i l l s i t e . Contiguous 
t o , and j u s t above the dam s i t e , are the remains of an early Indian fi s h i n g 
s tation where numerous Indian a r t i f a c t s have been located. This area 
comprises 5.35 acres. 

The t o t a l area of the Cushing Homestead on both sides of East Street, 
consists of 15.26 acres. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Z 

o 

H 

U 

=> 

Q£ 

H 

UJ 

UJ 

( / I 

PERIOD Ccfteck One or Afore as Appropriate) 

n P re -Co lumb ian i • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry ( j j l 17th Century 

E 18th Centu ry 

• 19th Centu ry 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E l s l ( I t A p p l i c a b l e e n d K n o w n ) 1 6 7 8 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[33 A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1 I Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

• E d u c a t i o n Q P o l i t i c a l 

• Eng inee r i ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

• I ndus t r y losophy 

• I n v e n t i o n Q Sc ience 

• L a n d s c a p e Q Scu lp tu re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e Q Socio l / H o m o n -

• L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y Q T h e o t e r 

I I Mus i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I 1 Urban Plonning 

n Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 
/ 

The Cushing House, b u i l t i n 1678 by Daniel Cubing for his son 'P^^r, belongs 
to the r e l a t i v e l y small number of docinnented 17th century houses extant i n 
Massachusetts. I t has the d i s t i n c t i o n of being one of the very few i n 
t h i s group of houses for which t i t l e has been passed down i n the male 
l i n e over a period of three centuries and remains i n the hands of the 
l i n e a l descendants of the o r i g i n a l builder. The house and i t s accompanying 
farm buildings have been c e r t i f i e d as a Massachusetts Historic Landmark 
under the t i t l e of the Cushing Homestead. 

The i n t e r i o r of the Cushing House preserves an unusually high concentration 
of 17th century ar c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l . This includes two entire walls of 
o r i g i n a l 17th century molded sheathing and other elements of o r i g i n a l 
f i n i s h t r i m . The framed c e i l i n g of one room preserves i n t a c t i t s decoratior 
of "sponge painting" i n a pattern of yellow on black. This decorative 
technique, one of the e a r l i e s t e f f o r t s to enhance the appearance of New 
England houses, was probably f i r s t used about 1700. Only a few examples 
of such work now survive i n the Commonwealth. 

The barn stands i n close proximity to the Cushing House and i n t r a d i t i o n a l 
relationship to other t y p i c a l farm outbuildings, including a forge and an 
early corncrib raised on stone piers. This i s the oldest framed barn 
wi t h i n the New England area of which there i s any knowledge. I t i s 
unquestionably of 17th century o r i g i n , and i s believed to incorporate beams 
from the f i r s t meetinghouse i n Hingham, which was torn down to permit 
construction of the Old Ship Church on the same s i t e i n 1681. 

I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t that the Cushing family has maintained f o r the Homestead 
i t s 15.26 acre unspoiled setting of open f i e l d s and stone walls against 
a wooded background. Indeed, the Cushing House i s one of the very few 
17th century farmhouses which remans the center of an active farm, whose 
f i e l d s are t i l l e d annually and whose outbuildings s t i l l serve the purposes 
for which they were constructed. 
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