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Captain Reynolds was apparently his own architect when he set out in 1890 to 
realize a life-long ambition. As a youth he had poured over pictures of old castles 
in Scotland and, like any boy, dreamed of someday building one of his own. Reynolds 
Castle with its stone turrets and towers is the impressive and still handsome 
fulfillment of that dream.

Stone was quarried from a nearby hillside to provide the basic building material 
for the 10-room castle. Walls are two feet thick, for the most part. Ihere are front, 
back and side entrances, all of stone. The front is of course the most impressive, 
a nine-foot-wide sweep of stone steps with one-piece curved stone railings leading up 
to a massively arched porch.

The main floor contains the bulk of the castle's living space. Ceilings are of 
tongue-and-groove wood and 12 feet high. Interior walls are of lath and plaster. The 
two largest rooms, living room and adjoining bedroom, are connected by unusual sliding 
doors, of wood and fully ten feet. The original varnish is yellowed and cracked with 
age. Hinges and handles throughout the house*8rnately decorated. Other main-floor 
rooms include a kitchen and dining room, separated by butler's pantry, and bedrooms 
off a narrow hall through the center of the house.

A steep stairway with carved railing leads to the south tower room. Two octagonal 
towers guard the western corners of the castle. Each contains a single small room. 
Around their edges and that of the main roof are notched stone ramparts. Only access 
to the north tower is by way of the southern one and the roof. Legend has it the 
isolated room once accommodated a family member with tuberculosis.

A stone stairway leads down from the main floor to a low-ceilinged cellar, built 
to take of a cistern and to provide storage. The house had (and still has) no water 
system. (There is a well down the slope from the castle.) However, it does have 
electricity now. And the coal grates that once heated all the rooms have been 
converted to gas.

Originally there was a sloping grass lawn with gate entrance in front, leading 
to a stone fence that enclosed a flower garden. Some magnolias and shrubs still stand 
to hint at the extensive landscaping that once made the estate a Choctaw Nation 
showplace. And a few neglected peach trees can still be found to remind the visitor 
of the productive orchards Reynolds developed here on the slope of Cameron Mountain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

James E. Reynolds was born in Mississippi in 1837. He went into business there 
briefly before enlisting in the Confederate army, where he climbed to the rank of 
Captain. After the Civil War he returned to Mississippi and, in 1866, married Felicity 
Turnbull, whose grandmother was a LeFlore, one of the best known Choctaw families. 
They came first to the Fort Smith area, moved some 16 miles south to the settlement of 
Cameron, which was established in 1888 with arrival of the railroad. Homestead rights 
were obtained by Mrs. Reynolds, a Choctaw, for a home building site on the side of 
Cameron Mountain. Here Reynolds built the Old World castle of his boyhood dreams. He 
lived in it until 1911» when he moved back to the site of his original 1869 home. Here 
he spent the last nine years of his life, dying in 1920,

Throughout his long life Captain Reynolds was an active and successful entrepreneur. 
He helped promote development of the vast coal deposits underlying much of this east- 
central section of Oklahoma. He built several general stores in the area, including 
one at Cameron. And he established a tobacco factory near Fort Smith. He also 
accumulated several thousand acres of land, clearing much of it for farming ... and 
fruit growing. Peach orchards were developed on the hill back of the castle. Fancy 
Elberta peaches were produced, shipped in car load lots to city markets. A seasonal 
packing and shipping industry was soon developed and a 1903 ledger entry credits the 
Reynolds Fruit Company with a shipment of Elbertas to Liverpool, England. The company, 
through a succeeding firm operated by his son carried on until 1938. Reynolds cultivated 
flowers and shrubs only as a hobby, but his success in this area was also impressive. 
During the cape jasmine blooming season small boxes of the flowers, wrapped in wet 
cotton, were given all visitors to the castle and often presented to his favorite 
Frisco railroad men.

Captain and Mrs. Reynolds were both active members of the Presbyterian Church. 
This led to their starting a mission church school at Cameron which, in 1893, became 
Cameron Institute, funded principally by the Presbyterian Church of the United States. 
It operated in a one-story frame building until 1895 when, with strong support from the 
Reynolds, a two-story stone structure was completed. The school carried on until 
after statehood.

* * *

Reynolds was a self-confessed "unreconstructed Confederate." His motto was 
"Surrender if necessary, but never be conquered." He spent his life looking forward,
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however. He was a believer in women's suffrage. And a strong prohibitionist. When 
World War I broke out   and he was 80   he even contacted an old army comrade in 
Washington, discussed the possibility of forming a battalion of Confederate veterans 
who could help the war effort along somehow, somewhere ... under an old Confederate 
battle flag.


