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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Garcia Opera House is a long, rectangular adobe structure
with a pitched roof. A unique open-trussed roof system spans
the 40-foot wide interior space. As the truss reaches the wall
it forms a slight curve so that the whole profile is a gentle
arch. The foyer is not part of the main building as shown by
the different roof level, but was added later. Two double doors
with the former ticket window between them, lead from the foyer
to the hardwood dance floor-audience area which was formerly
lined on two sides with a raised "duena" platform, for the
benefit of chaperod&, and was further set off by railings. The
stage, entered from a low doorway and short stairwell on either
side, occupies one third of the floor space.

Three identical paneled double-doors with transom divide the
six framed double-windows into three sets along the north and
south walls. The top of each door frame is decorated with a
floral design at the corner and center, and painted in a combin-
ation of gold, yellow and green. Single, carved geometric
designs decorate the lower corner of the door frames.

The plaster has fallen from the ceiling. Cream-painted
plaster walls are stipled in blue and red.. 01ld photographs
reveal chandeliers hung from the ceiling and single lamps backed
with reflectors spaced along the wall, all of which have dis-
appeared.

The proscenium arch curves to both sides and is there
supported by four white, fluted columns. Five panels, painted
blue in colour with gold designs decorate the underside of the
arch. Contemporary wallpaper formerly covered the walls of the
proscenium surrounding the arch.

The Garcia Opera House is in a deteriorated condition due to
the fact that it has long been used for a warehouse. However,
the unique building is structurally sound although the south and
west walls, as well as the roof truss need reinforcement and
stabilization. The roof will be replaced and the interior
refurbished. The original floor plan is intact and the building
can be repaired, renovated and stabilized to serve a necessary
civil purpose as well as an historical reminder to the visitor
of Socorro's prosperous, late Nineteenth Century past.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tn the 1880's the village of Socorro witnessed a boom period
resulting from silver mining production and the coming of the
railroad. New settlers into the Territory of New Mexico
brought with them the cultural values and architectural styles
from other parts of the Union with which they were familiar.
Operatic performances by traveling troupes were popular forms
of entertainment in many boom towns throughout the West. The
Garcia Opera House, built to accomodate such entertainment is
an excellent example of the Neo-Greek architectural revival
which had flourished in midwestern towns before finding its way
to the frontier.

The Opera House was built in 1886 by Francisca G. Gércia, a
leading citizen of Socorro, descendant of a family long
identified with the history of the area, and the widow of Juan
Nepomuceno Garcia, also a descendant of a pioneer Spanish
family. The propety had been deeded her by her late husband
who had purchased it prior to their marriage on December 1, 186[8.

As a part of the Garcia property, the Opera House was. first
mortgaged under a deed of trust on November 19, 1888 as colla-
teral to guarantee the payment of debts. Several similar
transactions followed, all for the same reason, and can be
traced through the legal actions of Francisca Garcia who was
later remarried, first to Charles G. Duncan and then to Francis
F. Towle. She deeded the property to Abran Abeyta before her
death in 1911 after all mortgages had been paid. The Opera
House was renamed for the new owner but returned to its origi-
nal name after it was acquired in December, 1911 by Holm O.
Bursum, well-known political figure and Socorro civic leader
who later served as U.S.Senator from New Mexico, 1921-1925.

Although Sefiora GArcia had hoped that traveling opera
companies might be attracted to perform in the new cultural
building, no record has been located describing such an
operatic production. However, for some fifty years the
structure was used for theatrical performances by traveling
troupes; concerts such as those given by the Wilbur Starr
Concert Company on December 21, 1907; masked balls, one of
which is shown in an 1887 photograph, and other dances;
numerous school programs by the girls from Mount Carmel School;
commencement activities; and later, even college basketball
games. The Opera House remained a community center far past
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8. SIGNIFICANCE Continued:

the boom period of Socorro's history into the 1940's when such
activities ceased. Afterward it was used for storage by the B&M
Feed and Supply Company and was later converted into a general
warehouse. Plans are presently being discussed by city officials
and the Historical Society of Socorro in cooperation with Holm
Bursum III, present owner and grandson of the former senator, to

obtain the structure so that it might be rehabilitated and again
used for civic purposes. Support for the restoration of the

Opera House has also been voiced and actively worked for by the
Chamber of Commerce, the local Art League, the Garden Club and
other civic organizations.
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