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The Dennet Garrison of Kittery, dating from at least 1720, 
and possibly as early as c. 1710, is one of the oldest sur­ 
viving buildings in Maine.

The house is a large (30 x 40 feet) building of frame 
construction (post-and-beam), with clapboard siding, steeply- 
pitched gable roof, 2^ stories, and central brick chimney. 
This chimney is much reduced in size from the original, which 
was cruciform in design.

Fenestration is 9/6 in the first story and 6/6 in the 
second and half-stories. Originally these windows would have 
been of casement form, being fitted later in the 18th century 
with double-hung sash. The facade, which faces south, is 
five bays wide with a central entrance. This entrance is 
a simply enframed four-panelled door. The end walls of the 
house are three bays wide, the two bays nearest the facade 
being closely paired. There are two windows in the half-story 
at each end of the house. All bays in the house have been 
fitted with modern exterior aluminum combination storm windows. 
These detract,from,the original..appearence of the house, but 
do not constitute, permanent.alteration* ;,-,„.....„

The interior of the house,iwith,its, small, low-ceilinged \ 
rooms and enormous cooking/heating fireplaces, evokes the 
early Colonial>period, in Maine, a time when continuous strife 
with the French and Indians demanded that most residences 
be "garrisons", or refuges, as well as dwellings. v- - -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dennett Garrison, one of the oldest houses in Kittery 
and in Maine, stands on land originally granted on July 17, 1661 
to Christian Remick and laid out in 1665. Remick deeded this 
parcel to his son Isaac, who sold the same to John Dennett in 
1698. Estimates as to the exact date that Dennett built his 
house vary somewhat, but in an order of 1720 his residence 
was designated as a garrison or place of refuge and was to 
be made defensible. Tradition holds that the house dates from 
about 1710.

With its sharply pitched roof and massive chimney, the 
structure is clearly in the seventeenths-century tradition and 
this is carried out by interior features-suoh ais~ the Jacobean, 
style oak rail and spindles oa-the-staircase,-and-, the*wall*- ' 
of hewn hemlock," doetailed and treenailed together. Interestingly 
the upperH s£jary is constructed- of oak,.-.--., ~< ( ».„ .*..; .1 .„: :...

Considered to be "Kittery r s most completely^preserved* '•< 
garrison house", this building has remained continuously in 
the Dennett Family, whose members have played important•-, roles 
in the history of the community.
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