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ARCH TECTURAL ST GNLH CANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within comunity.)

The Driscoll Block is asmll scale four story brick conmercial block of unusual

quality in the survey area. Although its storefronts have received nmoderate alterations, "'
the upper stories remain intact. The facade features segmental arched w ndows at the
second andthird stories, round arched wi ndows at the fourth story and an el aborate corbeled
entablature.  The upper three stories of the east elevation are conpletely covered with a
uni que col lection of stencils which pojt-date 1940 when the adjacent building was denolished.

H STCR CAL SIGN H CANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and howthe building relates t othe devel opment of the comunity.)

The Driscoll's Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materialsand
workmanship. |t is significant for itsrole in the redevel opment of Worthington Street
after amjor fire andfor its associations with several comercial/industrial concerns.
Additionally, i tis aparticularly well designed |ocal exanple of late 19th century
commercial architecture with aunique collectionof 20th century advertising stencils on
Its east elevation. |t nmeets criteria A& Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

The Driscoll Block was the first building tobefinished onthe site of the disastrous
1893 Worthington St. fire. Thefire destroyed five large blocks on the southside of
Wrthington St., fromMin St. alnmost to Stearns Square.

Charl es Chanberlain opened a bowing alley in this block in 18%. These |anes were
operated, under several owners until 1915 when Fred Smth transferred themto the
bl ock next west. Smth hadtaken over the alley in 1903 and had added a billiard
parlor. He acquired 19 pool andhbilliard tables fromthe 1905St. Louis Exposition.

After 1915 a nunber of manufacturing andwarehouse concerns have occupied this block,

including US Rubber Go., Collins Electric . andnost recently Bl ooms Photo
Supply. For a short period around 1930i t was a Sears & Roebuck department store.

BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHFREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Springfield Scrapbook Volune 38 p. 25 & 41
Springfield Directory 1894- 1977
Springfield Daily Republican Novenber 21, 1893 p. 1 and Decenber 29, 1894 p. 10

M - 7/82



MTIONAL

htH»4  9tmtm» _
imtiooM| Putt tmrieu

REGISTER OF HISTORIC

DrisGoU's Block (Downtown Springfield MRA)
Hampden County

PLACES

fVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

MASSACHUSETTS
Working No.
Fed. Reg. D*ate: " ,
Date Du>. VMM N - n/AN-JpA
Action: ACCEPT A
resubmission N RPTIIRM AVA>-AN
nomination by person or local government REJECT
owner objection Federal Agency:
appeal
Substantive Review: sample request k appeal NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
aee continuation sheet
*Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited beiow
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
7. Description

I (Vka

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

-epplicable criteria

justification of areas
checiced

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

A10» Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
| autf iBca'

MIl«iDrtc Pimi | Onwm  ttgnmwn

13. Other

Maps
." Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

y " n / y

gjgnAri  AN'ANARA-ALA natP [y »NAN Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



NPS Fonn 10-900-a

(7-81)

EXP.. 1(7/31/84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination jPorm

Continuation sheet

Name
Sate

Downtown Springfield

AN

Nomination/Type of Reviev;

y2l.

n22.

23

n24.

23.

cutler and Porter Block

ltem numtaer Page 34 "

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Multiple Resource Area

. Date/Signature

Neper tN,NL0.N0yN vy N

Attest
Produc-e Exchange Building MV \Mater (Neper MMM ANAT>
Attest
o . - " _
Edisonia Theater B | o%lita"'lfe/\ Ar dete”tqlggﬂprEl'gAPle // ! I £'hi;t4.
DOE/OWNER OBJECTIO!A" ANy i/
Attest
Baystate Corset Block At NeANMtear [ ANPAN O<UA*ATANL AAyN 3
L Attest
25. Smith's Building gVig\Wilive  Sevi9« Keeper L L A~ALJA™"™ WZVPK
Attest
Y.W.CA. Building fiitiflianUsa Eeylea AN A
Attest
1Jjn
. sa™M rl/.M.. ANY A
Attest

"9,

'30.

Fitzgerald's Stearns
Squar e Bl ock

Trinity  Block

Kellogg's Envelope Block .

"Entered in the

Nat i onal Begi ater fKeeper NU.AAAN D<A

Attest

MV AT A fAAP - YiyMAM-YAYA
Attest
K eeper AT

Attest



iIA.IONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

[itM*e states

atienal Pait STrtc«

Driscoll's Block (Downtown Springfield MRA
Hanpden County
MASSACH BETTS

resubmission

nomination by person or iocai government
owner objection

appeal

Substantive Review: sample request

tr's comments:

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEE

Working No. /
Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due; n I/T/%/ ;

Action: Ji:ANAZ CE PT A'hef| A Z>
Enterea N * RETURN

National Register REJECT
Federal Agency:

appeal NR decision

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
aee continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited beow
substantive reasons discussed below

1.

2.

3.

Name
L ocation

Classification

Owner of Property
L ocation of Legal Description

Representation In Existing Surveys

Description

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

alterations/integrity
dates



8. Significanca

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

-epplicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

reiaiing significance to
the resource
context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

IpiMirt) «

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

. woonal *M>t Xxt

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Commint® tor nv item mav be continued on sn attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 - 350"












