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'Town Spr ingf ie ld 

I .Address ? l l - n Worthington St ,*^. 

l u ^ i s t o r i c Name DriscnH ' s Block ? ^y?A)) 

I 
o r i g i n a l owneriJ.R. D r i s c o l l 

4̂  4̂  

- J r n I n n p r g a n f ind p.d. hy r;^nHace 

Jenkins (MHC) 
O r g a n i z a t i o n S p r i n g f i p l H Hi<;tnric;,1 rnmmi.;c;inn 

Date Hanimry 30, 1979 

Use: Present commercial 

Original CommerciaL/Manufacturing 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1894 

SourceSDR 12-29-94 p.10 

Style Panel Brick/Romanesque Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric_  

Outbuildings none 

brick 

Major alterations (with dates) 

storefronts 1950's+ 

Moved no Date 

A p p r o x . a c r e a g e „nf> ^^nre n r I P - . . . 

S e t t i n g u r b a n c n n t p x t ; a r i j a n e n t t n v a c a n t 

l o t e a s t and h i i i l H i n g s n f ' s i m i l a r •^calp 

and period west. 

UTM Reference: 18/699060/4663920 
Spr ing f i e ld South Quadrangle 
Assessor's Map #309 (Staple add i t i ona l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community.) 

The Driscoll Block is a small scale four story brick commercial block of unusual 
quality in the survey area. Although i t s storefronts have received moderate alterations, " ' 
the upper stories remain intact. The facade features segmental arched windows at the 
second and third stories, round arched windows at the fourth story and an elaborate corbeled 
entablature. The upper three stories of the east elevation are completely covered with a 
unique collection o£ stencils which pojt-date 1940 when the adjacent building was demolished. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Driscoll's Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and 
workmanship. I t is significant for i t s role in the redevelopment of Worthington Street 
after a major f i r e and for i t s associations with several commercial/industrial concerns. 
Additionally, i t i s a particularly well designed local example of late 19th century 
commercial architecture with a unique collection of 20th century advertising stencils on ' 
i t s east elevation. I t meets c r i t e r i a A & C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Driscoll Block was the f i r s t building to be finished on the site of the disastrous 
1893 Worthington St. f i r e . The f i r e destroyed five large blocks on the southside of 
Worthington St., from Main St. almost to Stearns Square. 

Charles Chamberlain opened a bowling alley in this block in 1895. These lanes were 
operated, under several owners u n t i l 1915, when Fred Smith transferred them to the 
block next west. Smith had taken over the alley in 1903 and had added a b i l l i a r d 
parlor. He acquired 19 pool and b i l l i a r d tables from the 1905 St. Louis Exposition. 

After 1915 a number of manufacturing and warehouse concerns have occupied this block, 
including U.S. Rubber Co., Collins Electric Co. and most recently Bloom's Photo 
Supply. For a short period around 1930 i t was a Sears & Roebuck department store. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date, and publisher) 

Springfield Scrapbook Volume 38 p. 25 & 41 
Springfield Directory 1894 - 1977 
Springfield Daily Republican November 21, 1893 p. 1 and December 29, 1894 p. 10 
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