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[» Address 7sn-?64 Wrthinstrm Strnnt
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Ue:  Present  mmerci al

Original conmercial /residential
CESCR PTT ON

Date 1876
Sour ce City
Style Italianate
Architect MM

Exterior wall fabric brick

Qut bui I di ngs

Major alterations (with dates)

masonry addition-rear-1890' s—

restoration-1981

Moved o Dat e

Approx. acreage |less than one

Setting urban context; faces directly
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AFU—ITB’:ILRDLSG\IHCN\CE (Describe inportant architectural features and

The ngval c?cll<n EE[)HEGQ]CW% ﬂ%rn btutlnrllfl1 b&: 1 1" H(B'rnAlt)ng C&”%%ey 'n 1876 as amxed use
commercial /resi dentlal bui | di ng |s afour story Italianate burlding. The upper three
floors were originallydesigned for tenenment housing and continued in that useuntil a
fire in1946.  Thefirst floor contained twocomnerical storefronts. Thesouth facade
(nost omate) is capped with adecorative metal com ce and netal eyebroww ndow heads

on the second to fourth floor. The w ndows are wood doubl e hung twoover twolights with
brownstone sills which pucuate fired red brick facade with thinnmortar joint. The ground
floor store front andentry includes cast iron noldings, dpressed metal conposite capital
pilaster, decorative plaster, and mscel |l aneous netal nodi ngs whi ch have been partially

HSTORCAL SGNHCANE (Explain the role owners played in local or state O\nf. J
history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the community.)

The Wl ls Block possesses integrityof |ocation, design, setting, mterialsand

wor kmanship.  |t's conbination comercial/residential use at the tinme of itsconstruction i
1876, represents the transitionthe downtown as awhol e was experiencing. Additionally, i
s awel ﬁreserved exanpl e of the |ocal ccranmercial/ltalianate style. [t neets criteria
A5 Cof the National Reigister of Historic Places.

The Vélls Block was built in 1876 for Abner B Abbey onthe site of his former |unber
yard but dueto financial problens the building was sold at public auction to Jerone
Vells in 1877. Thefour story Italianate structure contained twostores onthe first "
floor and tenenents onthe upper three floors. The upper floors have been predom nately
"housing use.  They were converted to aboarding houses around the t umof the century and
operated by a Bridgett Kennedy. In 1916 the boarding house roons becane the Avon Hot el
and remained sountil 1946when afire onthe second floor (right bay) destroyed nost of
the interior. Since that time the upper floors have been essentially unoccupi ed.

The storefronts onthe first floor have been the | ocati on of several trade/
ori ent ed busi nesses whi ch supported the North Bl ocks devel opnent east of

The vari ety of uses have i ncluded frame makers, specialty tea comppny, fun
pai nt and wal | paper store, trucking service and arestaurant. The nost si.
I nclude avariety of frame nakers and specialty tea conpany. From1899 to 1
@Qut hrie, framemaker, occupied 254 Worthi ngton and subsequently WH Moret
8 Wells Pciture Franmes occupi ed the space into the 1930's. Worthington Si
Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and pul

King's Handbook of Springfield, Ed. Mbses King, 1884, p.271
Springfield, Scrapbook, Vol une 38, p.179

M - 7/82



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Canmuni ty: For mNb:

MSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL CCTTHHTSS ON
O fice of the Secretary, Boston 3000 4

Property N Ao 264 Wrthington | tr eet

Indicate each item oninventory formwhich i s being continued bel ow

Architectural Significance

conceal ed or altered. Original wought iron balcoiies and subsequent fire escape additions
have been renoved but ot herw se above the first floor the building retains its original
appear ance.

The west and north (rear) elevations are coninon brick with double hung (two over two)
w ndows.  \WWndow openings contain masonry relieving arch and sills and west el evati ol
has a stepped masonry parapet consistent with the sloped wood roof.

The building is ar)proxi mately 48 wide and 70 deep and separated into bays by a
mascnry party wall. Theinterior detail was |imtedto panel doors and sinple wood
wndowtrim Atw story masonry addition was connected to the rear (north) facade
in the md 1890's for office and garage use.

Hi storical Significance:

site still retains anunber of galleries andframe makers. The G and Uhion Tea (npany
a store of considerablenotori et?]/ to”ringfield, provided choice teas, coffee, spices
and other specialty itans fromthe storefronts at 264 Wrthington from 1907 through
1924,

The Wlls Block i sanarchitecturallysignificant building which represents quality design
and wor knanshi p which i s consistant with the North Bl ocks devel pnent as ccannercial / nanu-
facturing noved east of Main Street and north toward the railroad. Thebuilding is a
typical response to housing andretail needs generated by industrial devel opnent but the
burlding i suniqueinterns of scale andarchitectural detail represents the remaining
exanpl e of this building type.

Staple tolnventory form at bottoa
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates
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8. Significance
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summary paragraph
completeness
elarity
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justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
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other

9. Major Bibliographical References

/710. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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Other
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