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The "Indian Stones" consist of two cut slabs of slate. Origi-
nally, each of the slabs was freestanding. 1In 1918 the slabs
were set into a single block of granite measuring 5'7"x5'7"x8".

The smaller of the two slate slabs measures 2'8"x1'3%" and is,
basically, rectangular in shape with stepped shoulders and a
semi-circular top. This slab is inscribed with the following
statement: ~

" "On ‘the 315t of August 1754, Capt James Johnson had .
a Daughter born on this Spot of Ground, being
Captiva;ed with his whole Family by the Indians."”

Representations of different kinds of tools and weapons are in-
cised in the slab above the inscription. The figure of an in-
fant is incised within a rectangle below the inscription.

The larger of the two slate slabs measures 4'0"x2'4" and is,
basically, rectangular in shape with scalloped shoulders and
top. This slab is inscribed with the following statement:

"This is near the Spot that the Indians Encampd
the Night after they took MT Johnson § Family,
MY Labarree § Farnsworth, August 30th 1754, and
MTS Johnson was Delivered of her Child Half a
mile up this Brook."” : .

"When "troubleS near the Lord is- kind, ' » -~ . N
He hears the Captives crys.

He: can subdue the Savage mind, Co

And learn it sympathy."

. . ‘ . .
Representations of a human figure, a tree, and differenp kinqs
of tools and weapons are incised in the slab above the inscrip-

tion.

The granite block into which these two .slate:slabs are:set ‘is
inscribed in the upper lef-hand corner above the smaller slate
slab with the following statement:

¢

". In 1918 - These stones were placed in their
present Position by a Pescendant of - Captain
James Johnson -and Susannah, his Wife:" oo
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LOCATION:

Before 1918 the "Indian Stones'" were located on their original
site near the northeast corner of the intersection of Vt. Rte.
106 and Knapp Brook, Reading, Windsor County, Vermont. In 1918
the "Indian Stones" were removed by a descendant of Susannah
Johnson, set into a single block of granite and re-erected on
their original site. Because of a state highway improvement
project on Vt, Rte. 106 in 1947, the Vermont State Highway De-
partment moved the "Indian Stones'" to a new location near the
southwest corner of the intersection of Vt, Rte. 106 and Knapp
Brook. In the spring of 1974 the "Indian Stones'" will be re-
moved from their present location and will be re-erected on a
site near their original location.

GPO 921.724

D,




SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ -Pre-Columbian! {3 16th Century K] 18th Century ' [, 20th Century

[ 15th Century " [ 17th Century - ] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) circa 1799

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate}

Aboriginal @ Education C. & . Political * (] Urban Plgnning
] Prehistoric ~ [ Engineering 1 Religion/Phi." X O‘ther (Specity)
[] Historic ] industry losophy Commemorative
[0 Agriculture [ Invention [] Science marker
[ Architectyre [ Landscape (X Sculpture
] Art Architecture [X Social/Human-
[] Commerce [ Literature itarian
Communications O Military [ Theater
(] Conservation D Music [J Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

INSTRUCTIONS

'

The "Indian Stones'" are the oldest historic site markers in the
State of Vermont and, possibly, in the Unites States of Americal
The erection of the "Indian Stones' marks the first known time
in the history of the State of Vermont that an individual re-

garded a past event of sufficient historic significance to be

worthy of a commemorative marker.

HISTORY :

On the 29th of August 1754 a band of eleven Abnakis Indians, a
subdivision of the Algonquin Indian Confederation, sympathetic
to the French attacked the English settlement at Charlestown,
New Hampshire, known as Number Four. The Indians took captive
James Johnson; his wife Susannah; their three children Sylvanus,
Susan and Polly; 'Susannah Johnson's sister Miriam Willard; Petelr
Labarree and Ebenezer Farnsworth. Following the attack the
indians set out on a forced march across Vermont to St. Johns,
Canada, by way of Crown Point, New York, arriving in St. Johns
on the 16th of September 1754, On the second day ‘of the march,
the 31st of August 1754, Susannah Johnson gave birth to a
daughter, Elizaheth Captive Johnson. With the exception of
Sylvanus Johnson, the captives were sold in Montreal, Canada,
to French residents. By various means each of the captives re-
turned to New England by 1760.

In 1787 'and again in 1790, Susannah Johnson returned to the areh
of the August 31st, 1754 Indian encampment to determine its
exact location and the location of her daughter's birthplace.
In 1796 Susannah Johnson published an autobiographical account
of her family's and her friends' capture, captivity and eventuall
release with background material placing the event :im proper
historic perspective. ‘In 1799, accompanied by Peter Labarree,
she again returned to the sites which she had identified in her
two previous visits to confirm their locations. Satisfied that
the locations were correct, she hired a stone cutter to cut and
erect two commemorative markers, one on the.site of the Indian
encampment and the other on the site of her daughter's birth.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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The exact date of the erection of the "Indian Stones' is not
documented but took place between Susannah Johnson's third visit.
in 1799 and her death in 1810. The markers were probably erected
in 1799 or 1800, shortly after her third Visit. Contrary to her

instructions, the two markers were set next to each other on the
site of the Indian encampment.

GPC 921.724
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Johnson, Susannah. A Narrative of the Capture of Mrs. Johnson:
Containing an Account of Her Sufferings, During Four Years,
With the Indians and Friends. Windsor, Vermont: 1807
(second edition). '

Saunderson, Henry H. History of Charlestown, New Hampshire.
The Claremont Manufacturing Company, Claremont, New
Hampshire: 1876. Pp. 445-458,
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