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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

\ The McClellan House is a 2 story rectangular frame 
building constructed of whip-sawn boards, beneath a gable roof 
The exterior wall boards are sealed with strips of flattened 
tin cans applied directly to the vertical joints. Designed 
as an 8-room boarding house, the building was originally 
divided in half structurally. Within this plan, each half 
was serviced by its own entry, central hall and stairway. 
Alterations include the removal of one stairwell (and 
corresponding partitions on each floor), relocation of one 
exterior entrance and the construction of a narrow, one story 
addition at the rear of the building. A

7

Although basically unimaginative in plan, the profuse 
application of wood ornament to exterior wall surfaces 
distinguishes the McClellan House from its' neighbors. The 
pattern and design of exterior ornament is, however, wholly 
the product of Erskine McClellan's imagination, without 
reference, in the combination of elements, to any one 
particular style of architecture.

According to the present owner, McClellan operated a 
wood-working shop at the rear boundary of his property. In 
this shop he produced ornamental wood quoins and curvilinear 
window caps, in addition to rows of board sawn to form an 
ornamental edge, which he applied horizontally to the gable 
ends of the house. A very simple bargeboard trims the gable 
roof edge above. paint, applied with imagination, accentuates 
ornamental details on all facades.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

County records indicate that Erskine and Job McClellan 
were among the first wave of miners to settle in Clear Creek 
County;£pllowing the momentous silver strike of 1864. 
Sometime between that date arid 1866, when tax records first 
document existence of the building, Erskine McClellan 
completed construction of a two-story, eight-room boarding 
house in lower Georgetown, on Taos Street. Later, McClellan 
built an opera house at the corner of Taos and Alpine Street 
which, according to local sources, was similar in design 
and ornament to the boarding house, although grander in 
scale. The McClellan Opera House was destroyed by fire in 
1892.

Although most commonly accorded significance either as 
the one surviving building associated with Erskine McClellan 
founding manager of the renowned McClellan Opera House, or 
as the oldest surviving residence in Georgetown, the 
McClellan House merits, in addition, recognition as an 
architectural landmark. Even though more sophisticated 
houses were constructed within the next decade by miners 
more successful than Erskine McClellan, none possess the 
primitive charm of McClellan's hand-crafted creation. As 
an expression of one man's imagination, the McClellan House 
is unique.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
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