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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Vermilion estate, which dates from 1870, consists of a main house and outbuildings, 
set on a wooded knoll to the west of, and overlooking, the town of Centerville. The 
grounds immediately surrounding the house contain an apple orchard, pine, hickory, 
oak, and other shade trees, the profusion of greenery contributing to the character 
of this country house.

The house is a well-proportioned example of vernacular Italianate architecture, designed 
by Burlington architect C.A. Dunham. It is of frame construction, with a hipped roof 
and stone foundation, 44' wide and 52' deep. There are three brick chimneys, now 
covered in cement. The basically rectangular plan was extended in the rear shortly 
after the original construction.

A variety of detail characterizes the house. Paired brackets with decorative jigsaw 
work support the side eaves. While the cornice frieze in the rear is plain, that of 
the main block is denticular. First-floor windows are taller than those of the second 
story, with 2/2 lights in flat-headed box frames and bracketted hoods. Second-floor 
windows (also 2/2) have curved heads and plain wooden hoods. On the south side is 
a bay, with similar bracketting and cornicework. The main entrance porch is likewise 
detailed, and supported by square, slender wooden posts. The door itself is tall and 
narrow.

The rear section is rather simpler than the main block, with single pendant brackets and 
flat-headed windows lacking hoods. There is a small veranda on the west side.

Interior decorative features date from the original construction, including a quarter- 
turn walnut staircase, panelled doors (some with etched glass), dining-room fireplace, 
two chandeliers and several "beehive" light fixtures.

In close proximity to the house are six other structures, three of which ("gazebo", 
barn and granary) were built during the decade 1870-80 and are thus associated with 
the first owner of the estate. Other structures are a garage (ca. 1910), playhouse 
(ca. 1920), and chicken house (1942). While none of these buildings is architecturally 
significant, the first three may be considered important through their association 
with the original estate.

The "gazebo" is a small, square, hipped-roof structure, with corner posts and lattice 
walls. Detail is provided in the curved, keystoned door heads. Its location behind, 
rather that in front of or beside, the house, suggests that it may have originally 
been a work area for a summer kitchen. The barn is typical of its kind, of board- 
and-batten construction below a wide gable roof with a shed extension. The granary 
is straightforward, with a gable roof, horizontal siding (vertical in the gable ends), 
and wooden grain bins on either side of a wide "drive-through". Although these latter 
two buildings are weatherbeaten, they are structurally sound.

The entire estate comprises 26 acres, mostly wooded pastureland. The main house and 
outbuildings are within an area approximately 400' x 300' (see diagram). The 26 
acres included in this nomination are all that are left of Vermilion's original estate. 
While they have no major significance, they are an integral part of the historical

and environmental character of the estate.
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Boundary/acreage discussion:

The 26 acres included in this nomination may be justified on two points,
First, the Vermilion Estate is not an in-town property, but a type
of agricultural complex, albeit on a rather small scale. At least
part of the Vermilions' livelihood was made through agriculture,
probably in livestock or horses with cultivation limited primarily
to feed crops. Without grazing land, there would have been no
use for a barn or granary: thus the acreage of woods and pasture
is a principal element in the historical and environmental character
of the Vermilion Estate.

The second point is rather weaker, but worthy of consideration. Vermil­ 
ion's landholdings were originally over 40 acres. Through the years, 
sections have passed into other ownership: 11 acres are in corn 
and there are a few small acreages with new (or comparatively new) 
reisdences. The 26 acres included in this nomination comprise the 
intact remains of Vermilion's land and thus on grounds of historical 
association might properly be included in the National Register.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Vermilion house demonstrates a very competent handling of the Italianate style 
as expressed in frame construction. It was designed by the Burlington firm of 
C.A. Dunham and Jordan. Noteworthy are the graceful proportions and fine use of 
detail. The whole is enhanced by the hilltop setting, with its orchard and variety 
of shade trees. The various outbuildings, while not significant individually, main­ 
tain the integrity of this property as a 19th-century rural estate.

s~ The house was built for W.F. Vermilion (1830-1894), who was born in Kentucky and 
came to Iowa in 1857 as a physician after attending De Pauw university and Rush 
Medical College in Chicago. During the Civil War, he was commissioned captain in 
the 36th Iowa Infantry. After the war he studied for - and was admitted to - the 
Iowa bar, and served one term in the Iowa Senate as a Republican. The civil town­ 
ship of Vermilion, east of Centerville, was named after him.
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