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1. Name

Register

higoric Harvard Avenue Fire Station

Same

and/or common

2. Location

drex & numbe 16 Harvard Avextte-
city, town Boston N/Awjigimiity of
state M assachusetts ade 025 county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
district public occupied
A building(s) X_ private unoccupied
structure both X work in progress
site AjRubiic Acquisition Accessible
object Z  in process yes: restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

being considered

4. Owner of Property

nane
dred & numba 14 Newbury Street

dty, tomn Boston N/A vidnity o

HCRS use only

MR 2

te entered

ceived

N/A not for publication

congressional district 8th
Suffolk code 025
Present Use
agriculture museum
X commercial park

educational private residence
entertainment religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military other:

Fidelity Guarantee Mrtgage Corporation

date M assachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regdry d deads dc.
Penmberton Square

street & number

Suffolk County Registry of Deeds

loca

dity, toan Boston state MBssachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
jhglnventory of Historic Assets of g this property been determined elegible? yes no
the Commonwealth
daeJuly 1978 federal state county
depastay far aurvey reords M assachusetts Historical Commission
Boston Mass. 02108

dty, tomn

state



7. Description Harvard Ave. Fire Station, 16 Harvard Ave., Boston, liA.

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered A original site ,
X good ruins x altered moved date "N
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Harvard Avenue Fire Station i slocated ontheeast side of
Harvard Avenue near itsintersection with Canbridge Street i n the
Al'l ston nei ghborhood of Boston. It i saclassically inspired brick
building designed by City Architect HH Atwood and constructed by
RR Myers & (o. ca. 1891 for theCity of Boston.

The elongated rectangular two-story building i slocated slightly
of f-center onits 6,112 square foot |ot. A drivewa% t ot he south
| eads t oa one-story brick addition,with its early hinged wooden doors,
whi ch extends off thesoutheasterly rear corner of thebuildinfg.
The third floor i slitbydornmers i ntheslate-clad hipped-roof which
is surmounted by a monitor. The piers and segnental arches of brick
with keystones and inpost blocks of |imestone support thebrick
second floor front which i spierced by three rectangular w ndow
openings with flat-arched brick lintels. Avrectangular triple sash

in thehip-roofed dormer of thethird floor conpletest he

fenestration pattern.

The interior above thefirst floor including the stairway

with turned balusters and matched-board partitions remains

largely intact. The firemen's lockers, dormtories, offices, etc.
survive relatively little altered with only theslide-poles mssing,
al though thefloor openings and nuch of t heassociated hardware
remain.

The relatively mnor utilitarian changes t ot he steam heated
building include garage-type overhead front doors and a rebuilt
first-floor reinforced concrete slab installed ca.1946-7 when t he
related plumbing and electrical systens were upgraded. | ngeneral,
the fire station i sa well-preserved survivor of theera of
horse-drawn fire equipment, adapted t oserve theage of notor vehicles.

The fire station's Roman-yellow brick and |limestone trimwith
classical decorative motifs arerepresentative of acivic style
which flourished around theturn of thecentury. It i sa substantially
constructed building with notable masonry detalls such as thetwin-
arched openings of thefirst-floor front, thecorner pilastersand
consoles, andthemodillion cornice andfrieze with egg-and-dart
motifs. |t also has fine copper detail work i nt heleader box
design and el sewhere which enhances it s authentic historic appearance.
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8. Significance Harvard Ave. Fire Station, 16 Harvard Ave., Boston, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ?L architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_2_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention ; other (specify)
Specific dates 1891 Builder/Architect Harrison H, Atwood

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Harvard Avenue Fire Station possesses integrity of location,
design, materials, and workmanship. |t i ssignificant as a fine
exanple of theclassically inspired civic architecture of the
| ate nineteenth century and i sa unique exanple of itstypein
the Allston area. Additionally, iti san example of thework of
an important City Architect, Harrison H Atwood, and i s significant
for itsrole i ncommmtg devel opment. |t thus neets criteria
A and Cof-the National Register of Historic Places,

The Harvard Avenue Fire Station's significance i snot onlyi n
its fine architectural quality and association with a prom nent
nenber of theProfession, but also i nthefact that i t i s oneof
the last of fifteen surviving City Fire Stations of the nineteenth _
century designed for theacconmodati on of horse drawn equi pment given ]
the highest evaluations i nBoston Landmarks Conm ssion surveys. | t
is described i nthe 1978 Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Common-
wealth as a "solidly constructed municipal building with finedetailing".
Consi dered "one of several important buildings near theintersection
of Harvard Avenue and Canmbridge Street (including Allston Depot,
Chester Block, & Allston Hall Block)", "a high state of preservation”
s also cited by thelnventory as anong reasons for its significance.

As part of thebody of important municipal design work by City
Architect Harrison Henry Atwood, t hefirehouse gains further inportance,
At wood, who was Boston City Architect from 1889-91, went t o Charlestown
Schools, studied law, and practised architecture with F,J,F, Thayer
and Ceorge A Clough, Boston's first City Architect, Atwood was
also a menber of thelower house of legislature, 8t hSuffolk District,
in 1887-89, Arong his works i nBoston are several termed"Signifleant”
in Boston Landmarks Conm ssion Surveys and other sources listing
nunmer ous schools, anmong which are: e Bowdi tch School i nJamica
Plain, Roxbury Hi gh School, and Horace Mann School; firehousesi n
East Boston, Jamaica Plain, and Brighton; theMunicipal Building
in Roslindale, East Boston District Court; and nunerous houses
I n Rg;lchester and el sewhere including his ow at 61 Al ban Street
I n nont ,



9. Major Bibliographical References

1, Boston Building Department Records; Boston Public Librar%' Fine Arts Dept,
2, Built i nBoston. City & Suburb.Tucci. (Boston: NY, Gaphic Society, 1978).
3, Boston of Today. Herndon. Richard. (Boston:1892) pp, 130-31,

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1RSR than one
Quadrangle name Newton Quadrangle scale 1:25,-QQ(I-

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nom nated property includes only thel ot onwhich thebuilding stands;
It 1 sdescribed i nBoston Assessor's records as parcel 674 of Ward 21 and
is shown onnap 23 N -6 E

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state /A code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

neamefite Candace Jenkins,Registration Director by Frederic C. Detwiller &

Boston Landmarks Commision
agaizgion Massachusetts Historical Commissoghte 5 August 1982

dred & rurbe 794 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
national State local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bykthe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature  'AAAA[ANMA < S AANJGAGARTO">AN

title State Kistoric Preservation Officer, M{C date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is includgd |n tl|e”N|t*orj*|?egister

ITatlonal Eeglster date

Keeper of the National Re”ster

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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IATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION / RETURN SHEEI1
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Action: -ArrppT J A VA
resubmission Entered in tlie RETURN.
nomination by parson or local govarnmant National i*etisteT REJECT
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy:
appaal

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla ..raquast | appaai NR dacision
Raviawar's commanta:

Racom. /Critarla

Raviawar

Disciplina

Data

.aaa continuation shaat
eNomination raturnad for: .tachnicai corractions citad balow

.substantiva

1. Namx«

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Ownor of Property
5. Location of Loqgai Pescription

6. Bepresentation in Existing Surveys

7. Pescription

summary paragraph
compiatanass
clarity
altaratlons/integrity
datas

boundary saiaction

raasons diseussad balow



>, Significance

summary paragraph
compiatanass
clarity

-applicabia critaria

Justification of araas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

Justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibiiographicai References

10. Oeographical Pata

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concernirig this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date_

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272-350-












COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
lii1111imi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 24, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnment of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowi ng nomnation forms:

AN.-Noston - Harvard Avenue Fire Station (Local)
Dedham - Anes School (Local)
Needham - Anos Ful | er House (Local{
Nevzbury - Hal e- Boynton House (Local)
Northbr|dg1 - Rockdal e Gommon Housing District (Local)
V\Prl ngfie - Upper Worthington Historic District (Local)
nchester - Town Hall (Local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState Review Board andhave
been signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting and were afforded theopportunityto
comrerf'lt Comments received todate areattached t ot henom na-
tion fornmns.

Sincerely,

Candace /Jenkins
Registri®i/n Director

CJ/1k



