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1. Name
historic MIOTA WHARE raiTi.nTNfls
and/or common AVE
2. Location
518-540 Atl antic Avenue, 270 CGongress Street,
street & number 276-290 (ongress Street not for publication
city, town Boston vicinity of congressional district Oth
date M assachusetts code 025 ocounty Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) X. private unoccupied y commercial park
structure both X work In progress educational private resdence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment rdigcus
object in process yes: restricted government sientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial tranq)(]’tatim
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
name Russia Wharf Campeny
dred & numbe 286 Congress Street
dty, tomn Boston MA vianity o date Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffol k Gounty Regi ster of Deeds
street & numtier Penbert on Sguare
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets of
titte the Conimonwedth has this property been determined elegible? yes X no
date 1979 federal . date county local
depostary far survey records M assachusetts Historical Commisson
Boston MA .

dty, tomn

date



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—X excel | ent deteriorated X unal tered X original site
—X good ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Russia Wharf Buildings are |ocated on the eastern side of the Boston peninsula, occupy-
ing the northern side of Gongress Street between Atlantic Avenue and the Fort Point Cliannel.
The Russia Wharf site was used as a wharf fromthe early 18th centuryuntil the |ast years

of the 19th century, althoughby the end of this period it was nuch reduced i nsize and sig-
nificance. The present three structureswhi ch nake up the Russia |Ahaf Buildings are com
mercial/industrial buildings dating from1897-98,

The first wharf inthis [ocation appears on a 1714 nap, and was depi ctedincreasingly | onger
and broader through the md-19th century. [In 1872, however, the Qeat Boston Fire swept
downt own and the wharf area, conpiletely destroying the extant Russia Wharf structures. Re
construction includedplans for extendi ng Congress Street over Russia Wiarf and across a new
bridge connecting downtown to areas being filled i nSouth Boston; these were acconplished by
1876. Building permts for the three structures now on the Russia Wiarf site were granted

in 1897, and construction was conpleted by the follow ng year. This contenporaneousness i s
reflected i nnunerous coomon features. All of the Russia Wharf Buildings are Classical R
vival instyle, 7 stories high, and built of brick. All follow one designpattem a tw
story base of pier-and-spandrel construction, a mddle |layer of 4 identical tiers of w ndows,'
and a discrete 7th storr and cornice. Lastly, all share segmental |y or round-arched open-
ings, and wndows with flared lintels and limestonesills and keystones. The three buildings
are separated by two narrow, dead-end alleys, and are described bel ow fromwest toeast.

No. 518-540 Atlantic Avenue, the nost promnent and el aborate building i nthe group, was de-
signed by Peabody and Steams of Boston. O the Atlantic Avenue and Congress Street sides,
Its first two stories are granite, topPed by a band of G eek-key ornanent. The upper five
stories are buff-colored brick; the alley side and rear are red brick on all floors. The
street side elevations of this building typically have paired, rectangul ar keystoned w ndows;
roundheaded w ndows with rusticated surrounds on the 7th floor are separated by a modillioned
belt course. The Atlantic Avenue/ Congress Street intersection i s distinguished by a bevelled
conmer bay; its three recessed entrances are contai nedwithin Tuscan coDuws topped by stilted
arches with heavy consol e keystones. (h the Atlantic Avenue el evation, an entrance pavilion
rises full height froma two aory archwith banded rustication to a decorative comce. The
arch i s onament ed by a keystone consol e with comucopi a swags, and ei ?ht carved tiger heads
above; the com ce contains anthemons and scrolls flanking a pi neappl e-topped pedestal .

G her classical and nmythol ogi cal details abound on a smaller scale.

No. 270 Congress Street (entitled the "Gaphic Arts Building" was designed by the Boston
firm of Rand and Taylor, and Kendal | and Stevens. This building i s smallest of the three,
only sixbays wide. The first two stories netal storefronts, with the upper stories and
sides of redbrick. The facade has shal |l owconer quoins and segnental |y arched keystoned
w ndows. The 7th floor windows are rectangular, with nol ded brick surrounds; they are set
off by a |imestonebelt course bel ow and a heavy copper comi ce with dentils and modillions
above. The netal storefront unit has plain Tuscan pilasters supporting an onmanented en-
tablature. A nassive iron column supports the recessed coner entry, containing tw class-
ical doorways. The major doorway i s omanented by an exaggerated fanlight with mythol ogical
medal lions i nthe spandrel panels.

Al though docunentation i smssing, the striking resenblance to 270 Gongress Street indica-
tes that 276-290 Congress Street was probably al so designed by Rand § Tayl or and Kendal | §
Stevens. N 276-290 Gongress Street isa large (22 bay wide) Ushaped building. It has
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a twostory netal storefront unit, with the upper stories and sides of red brick.
The building's facade has shal | ow coner quoins and aprojecting ten bay pavilion
(also with comer quoins) at the center. Thestorefront unit has Tuscan pilasters
and entablature with ornamental classical noldings; itscenter entrance is re-
cessed inside atypical storefront bay. Like 270 Gongress Street, w ndows are
segmental |y arched with keystones and the 7th floor wndows are rect an?ul ar with
nol dedbbrick trim set off by alimestone belt course bel ow and a modillioned cor-
ni ce above.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ~Marchitecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
X1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention w , . other (specify)
T e U 0%’(30\ %?%laijn S’comnunl ty devel oprent
1fi i1 1 . i n N
Spacific dates 1898 Bui I'der / Archi t ect Rand Ta)/I o an []Kenddl P % evens

St atement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Russia Wharf buil dings possess integrity of location, design, materials and work-
nmanship and are significant as anintact trio of t umof the cen' *ry commercial/indus-
trial buildings inanotherwise nuch alteredwaterfront area.

The three Classical Revival buildirgs were constructed in 1898 for connercial use on the
first twofloors andlidq_ht industrial use above. The |argest and nost notable early
occupants of these buldings were relatedto the Prl nting and publishing businesses, as
synbol i zed by the "Gaphic Art Building" title of #70 Congress Street itself. Nbd. 518
540 Atlantic Avenue, the skillful facade of the unit, was designed by Peabody and St eans,
Boston' s nost prom nent architects of the period. Peabody and St eans was al so respon-
sible for the tower of the QustomHbuse and the Exchan?e Office Building in Boston,

the city halls of Wrcester and Chel sea, Machinery Hal [ onthe grand court of the 1893
Col unbi an Exposition, and nunerous high style residences throughout the Northeast.

No. 270 (ongress Street (and probably 276-290 Gongress Street, whose buil ding permt has
been | ost) was designed by the firnms of Rand ~ Taylor and Kendall " Stevens. These two
firms are less well known, but were quite popular in Boston around the t umof the cen-
tury. The elegant classical exteriors of the units, particularly of the Peaobdy and
St eans building, indicate the inportance of the functions contained within. The second
hal f of the 19th century was Boston's nost dynamc period, and one of great prosperity.
During these years, the city changed from a nerchant seaport (fromwhich tinethe
"Russia Wharf" nane survives) to anindustrial metropolis, where printing and publishing
ver e | eadi nﬂ.busi nesses. The Russia Warf Buildings are arare vestige of this stylish
period inthis part of the cleared and renewed waterfront area.

The three Russia Wharf Buildings also represent notably intact, unitary urban design.

The three buildings were constructed at one time for one owner, Boston Real Estate Trust
(an investnent conpany) undoubtedly a strong influence on the consistent rhythmandform
of the block. Furthernore, the strong repetition of scale, materials, trim andconer-
entrance motif across the hildings shows unusual sensitivity by at [east twoarchitectural
firms. Peabody and Steans' coner buildingat 518-540 Atlantic Avenue establishest he
pattem of materials anddecoration; it also mintains adear relationship with the
contenporary South Station one block south. The granite material, arcadedentries,

Doric columms, and bevel | ed comer entrance of 518-540 Atlantic Avenue are sensitivere-
sponses to the dynamc, curved comer entrace of South Station. No. 270 Gongress Street
echoes the open coner motif, while 276-90 congress Street concludes the vieww than
enphasi s on the general nassing and rhythm ese satisfying relationshipsare ironically
clarified by major alterationsinthe area, the linear voids of the Fitzgeral d Express-
way and Gongress Street bridge, andthe snooth reflective walls of the new Federal Res-
erve Building onthe block between the Russia Wharf Buildings and South Station.

Historically, the Russia Wharf site was first notable as the vicinity of the Boston Tea
Party in 1773. The |Vharf was subsequent|y headquarters for the prosperous Russian trade
of merchant prince Thonas Russell (from 1784-1796) and of Henderson |nches (from c. 1800-
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Boston City Directories, 1898, 1899, 1900.
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10. Geographical Data AR KO
Acreage of nominated property ?.?27. acres
Quadrangle name Boston, South MTM NOA-G mm
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The property is located on the northerly side of Congress Street between Atlantic Avenue

and the Fort Point Channel. 1t is bounded on the southwest by Congress Street, 579.79ft.;
on the northwest by Atlantic Ave, 185.16 ft.; on the northeast by the Boston Edison Co-

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefite Wexy Fronterio for Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator

organization Massachsuetts Historical Commisson date June 1980
dregt & numbar 294 Washington Street telephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Mass.

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is

national state i !l local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature /AACCtA. A. "~i/JjLa(ciyn IC sjtf/

tWniii-vp nirfArtnr. MassachiLsetts Historical Commission date

For HCRS use only
I hereby certiffihat this property

I M K~™A National Register

Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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1857). Today's Russia Warf Buildings formarefined comercial block onthe edge
of downtown expansion, with anintactness of formand inter-relationships unconmon
in its neighborhood.
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Bi bl i ographi cal References continued #9.

Los Angel es: Hennessey and Ingal s, Inc., 1970. _ _
Zinmer, Edward. "History of the Russia Wharf Site." Unpublished manuscri pt
for Russia Warf Devel opnent ., 1979.

Geographi cal Data cont. #10.
any, 481.35 ft.; andon the southeast by aline drawn through the Fort Point

annel (the former US Pierhead Line, also theformer Miss. Harbor Line).
Also refer tothe attached nap.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE IMTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT

TIME OF CALL

1. CAUL [3 TO: [n PROM (Nmmta) 2. ADDRESS (Tml.Mo. U iMwIMi;

MA. StjPd

a. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO.. ETC

4. DETAILS OP DISCUSSION

NAME OP PERSON PLACIN«/RECEI VINO CALL TITLE

FHB-8-227
June 1978



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE MASSAC3I LEETTS

Date Entered
Neune Location

Broad Street Historic District Lynn

. o Essex County
Russia Wharf Buildings

Bost on
Suffol k County

Al'so Notified
Honor abl e' Paul Tsongas

Honorzdj I e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Ni chol as Mavroul es Ms. Patricia L. Vsl owski
Honorabl e John J. Malcley Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Com nission
_ 294 \Washington Street
Byers/jrb/12-29-80 Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401,
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SUBSTANTT VE MIN TCR NG FORMPART |
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First without reference tothedata collection form conplete blanks for data elenents
that do not have asterisks.

Next, look at thedata collection form and enter on the monitoring forma checkmark i n the
blanks for thedata el enents that do have asterisks (*) 17 they have been properly conpleted
on thedata collection form | f they have not, do not enter a checkmark, but circle thedata
el ement nunber i nred.

Then conpare the monitoring formtothedata collection formandi f there are discrepancies
between t hetwo, circle i nredon the monitoring form thenunbers of thedata el enent
entries that do not agree. Then fill out part | | of theSustantive Monitoring Formand put
it i nthe weekly production folder.

Finally, put thenomnation folder with part I of theSubstantive Monitoring Formand t he date
collection formintheproblembox. | f there areno discrepancies between the monitoringand
data collection forms, sinply return both tothedata collector.

State/l/~N County” _
Col lector's Surname
Monitor's Surname

Dat e ~
Ti me
tola. Control No.
*02. Resource Name /IAMf[~AfA]zX [A
t03. Other Name/Ste Number™>>0 7
**04.  Address/Boundary jIrn
t04a. RestrictedLocation t05. Onaner Codes *06. Resource Type Codes " "*)
No. of Cont;J.buting: A
t07.  Buildings ™ (jjY) tCs Sites6/(if) t09. Structures t1 0. Object8 -~(#)
No. of Non-contributing: ~My* "N
til. Bullding”_(f) tl2. SitesOMN(#) t13. Structure™;~(#) tl4. ObjectL/(#)

*15.  Nomination/Determination Type Code 0

t16. Miltiple Name

*17.  Nominator Codes Lxf*) t18. Federal Agency Codes

t18h. NS Park Nane Zodf*™/\"y~ t19. Nom Name/ Designations
¥20. Certification CodeL/(*) *21. Certification Date L*)

t22. aher cert.. Codesy”y



MON TOR FORVIPAGE. TVO)

*23. Hlsforic Function Codes t23b. Historic Subfunction Godes

(22-(2) 1212 __(19 __(2 (203 1d/i (3 (3 (3
*24. Current Function GCodes t24b. Curreat Subfunction Godes

AN2) __(2) __(2) __ (2) dlQ (3) (3) (3) (3)

¥25. Level of Significance Code/ ZM(*) *26. Applicable Criteria Godes _ (1) _ (1)"(1) _ (D
t26b. Nane (36)
t27. Criteria Consideration Godes _ (1) _ (1) _ (1) _ (1) _ (1) _ (1 _(1)
A B C D E F G
¥28. Areas of Significance CodesQ™NQ (3) OZ(2 (3) (3) (3) (3)

%29 Peri ods/ Significance(5 2. _2D__@D__O__2__2__ (™

t30. Circa t30a. SpecificSig. Yrs. t31. Cultural Affiliation

Liia(™”
C. yyyy
_(1) (4)
C. Yyyvyy
_(1) (4)
C. Yyyvyy
A Avchitect/Etc."E'"0Jj/_i _$N'ANIMAYyAY] (36)
kTz\*"tec.tlY.tc.E. MM Na(zrizft'A)An (36)

t33. O her Docunentation /ffk/AdM
t34, HABS Nb. (*) t35. HHERNo. (™)

(.t36.)Arch Style® 2 - ( 2 ) (2) t37. Describe O her
~ ~ ot her (24)
138 aterial aodes O LMNO (2) A (2)7(2)02)72)
f ounddttil 0N wal |'s wall's ~ roof ot'her ‘ot her

¥39. State Gode " *)

¥40. County Gode (5" **41. City Nanmes K*) **4la. Vicinit
¥42. Acreage M- ")

**43. UM Coor di nat es

**44, Latitude and Longitude Coordinates
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