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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Gothic, brownstone "meetinghouse" church, in Upjohn style from adaptation 
Of a specific Upjohn plan by Architect WilTpiQL Jlck, of Newark. With 
elaborate 156 1 center tower-spire with li flying buttresses and clock in 
tower.

The best descriptions in detail are the 10th Anniv. booklet-186?, Dr. Sabinj's 
excellent book on its architecture, and Schnall's Thesis—(see biblio.). 
Also Christian Intelligencer U/28/1859. The 10th Anniv. description, also 
quoted by Dr. Sabine (above) follows? "The church is built of Newark and 
Belleville brownstone (the interior columns being of the same), in the styls 
known as the 2nd period of Gothic. It covers an area of 66 x 15U feet out­ 
side of buttresses. The tower in the centre of the front is 20 feet square 
supported by angular buttresses, and will be, when the contemplated stone 
spire is finished, at least 156• high. The roof is open-framed with clere­ 
story, nave (55 feet high) and side aisles. There are galleries in the 
sides, an organ loft and choir gallery in the front." (rear) "In the rear" 
(front) " is an octagonal apsis for the pulpit. Behind the church is the 
chapel, containing the vestry, lecture room and Sabbath school rooms* The 
auditorium is 76 x 57, and will seat 1,000 persons. The chapel is 57 x 2U 
feet, which contains the lecture room in the first and the Sabbath school 
room in the second story* The bible class and infant school rooms, one above 
the other below, in a semi-octagon in the rear of the chapel, are each 
22 x 20. Win. H. Kirk, architect."
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Congressional Representation 
Honorable Clifford P. Case, U. S. Senator 
Honorable Harrison A. Williams, U.S. Senator 
Honorable Peter W. Rodino, Congressman, 10th Congressional

District

/^-/ RECDVED ;
15

NATIONAL 
REGISTE



ffj.g"rif "i-g
PERIOD (Check On* or Afore «• Appropriate) >

Pre-Cotumbion! Q 16th Century 

15*h Century D 17th Century

20th Century

SP ECIFIC PATEtS> (II Applicable and Known) 1857-59. 1866-68. 188U-83

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Abor iginol

O Prehistoric 

[ { Historic 

Q Agriculture 

[~1 Architecture

Jc3 ^r*
f~l Commerce

C~l Communicotions

("I Conservation

or Mare a« Appropriate)

D Education Q Political

D Engineering gg Religion/Phi-

0 Industry , - ^ - - losophy '

D Invention Q Science

Q Landscape fjg Sculpture

Architecture Q Sociol/Human-

D Literature |torion

n Military Q Theater

Q Music Q Transportation

I I' Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

North Reformed Church, although being the third church of that denomi 
nation in Newark had a very aristocratic congregation. Among the parishes 
are Peter Ballantine, the Frelinghuysens, William Kirk and the Polhemus 
Family. Several nationally known politicians were also among the congrega 
tion.

The architecture of the church is said to be an improvement on plans 
made by Richard Upjohn. William Kirk, the architect of the church is said 
to have used also the design of several churches in Newark and around the 
U.S. He also turned to churches in Europe for inspiration for the North 
Reformed Church.

The size of the membership has vastly shrunk with urban changes, but 
the out reach includes an effective Downtown mid-day ministry, social 
out reach, music and programs of intellectual appeal.



Newark Daily Advertiser 1/7/1857 

Sabine :The North Reformed Church of Newark^ New Jersey. An Architectural
Study. 

Shaw: History of Hudson and Essex Counties.

Upjohn: Richard Upjohn, Architect and Churches.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local jjjj|

Richard J. Su^uivan 

Title Commissioner, Department of
Environmental Protection 

August 2, 1972
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