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The two-story brick and clay-tile masonry Tinker Building is located on West Pine 
Street in downtown Orlando's older business district. Because the building (26' x 111 1 ) 
is on a narrow commercial lot, the entrance (north) facade is the only one with any 
architectural detailing. The west side was originally a party-wall but since the 
demolition of the adjacent structures (sometime in the 1960's), the surface of this 
wall has been stuccoed. The east and south (rear) sides are only visible from narrow 
area ways. Originally, the east side contained ten, paired windows spaced equally 
along the elevation on both stories. The rear elevation had four similarly grouped 
windows on both stories in addition to a single door in the western-most bay of each 
story. Several of these windows were filled-in with concrete block but have been 
re-opened in current rehabilitation work and fitted with fixed steel frame sashes with 
textured glass.

The street (north) elevation is detailed with buff brick, cream colored terra 
cotta and glazed ceramic tiles in blue, green, buff and black. The name "TINKER" is 
delineated in a stepped center panel of the brick parapet. The mustard colored 
letters are set on a background of blue tiles with a green tile border. The first 
story is symmetrical with a large, central plate glass show window flanked by single 
doors, which allow independent access to the first and second floors. Except for the 
delineation of the window and door openings with contrasting colored tiles, the first 
story is sheathed with glazed, black ceramic tile. Geometric colored glass originally 
filled the transom areas over the entrance doors and the large window. Because these 
elements disappeared in previous remodelings and available evidence indicates the 
pattern and contrasts, the pattern and colors of the replacement transom sashes will 
not be literal duplicates. , .

Slightly projecting molded terra cotta belt courses delineate first and second 
stories of the entrance facade as well as the parapet; the lower one contains a chain 
motif (circle and bar) while the upper one has dentils and a raised shield motif. The 
second-story fenestration is comprised of a single window in the western-most bay 
(directly above the second floor entrance) and two paired windows in the remaining bays. 
These windows have concrete sills and lintels and are further defined with glazed 
contrasting tile panels between each and a brick (herring-bone motif) and tile (border) 
panel in the corresponding spandrels.

The interior of the Tinker Building is undistinguished. Except for the original 
ceramic tile floor of the entrance vestibule for the second floor, the interior has 
been remodeled on several occasions and the original room configuration is no longer 
in evidence.
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The Tinker Building is significant for its association with Joe (Joseph B.) Tinker, 
one of baseball's legendary personalities, member of the Baseball Hall of Fame and a 
major Orlando developer during the Florida land boom of the 1920's.

Joe Tinker arrived in Orlando in 1920 to manage the Orlando Tigers, a local baseball 
team, following a successful playing and managing career in professional baseball which 
began in 1899 in Coffeeville, Kansas. Tinker had played in several smaller leagues in 
the western states before he was sold to the Chicago Cubs in 1902. The Cubs team, as 
assembled in 1902, began an eleven-year winning streak capturing the National League 
pennant four times (1902, 1907, 1908, 1910) and the World Series twice (1907, 1908). 
Tinker led the National League shortstops in fielding, was a remarkable clutch hitter 
(with a distinguished average), and led the Cubs in home runs in five different years. 
The remarkable double-play combination of the Cubs infield was immortalized in 1910 by 
Franklin P. Adams, writer for the New York Evening News, with this verse:

These are the saddest of possible words:
"Tinker to Evers to Chance".
Trio of bear Cubs and fleeter than birds,
"Tinker to Evers to Chance".
Ruthlessly pricking our gonfalon bubble,
Making a Giant hit into a double — ;
Words that are heavy with nothing but trouble,
"Tinker to Evers to Chance". 2

In the days before radio, ballplayers entertained themselves with monologues, 
skits and harmonizing. 3 Tinker, like many ballplayers of the time, was no exception. 
By 1911, he had been attracted to Vaudeville and was a surprising success in his 
off-season performances. The New York Telegraph called his skit (."A Great Catch") 
"a clever little piece that deserved the applause it got." His other shows received 
favorable reviews in Variety and the Chicago Journal, which called him a "refreshing 
change from most athletic champions who took to the stage—good looking, bore himself 
like a gentleman, and neither clumsy or obstreperous." 4

In 1913 Tinker considered switching to a career in Vaudeville, but instead signed 
with the Cincinnati Reds as shortstop and manager. 5 Because contract conditions were 
not kept, Tinker resigned as manager and was sold to the Brooklyn Dodgers at year's 
end. Tinker jumped his contract, dumbfounding organized baseball, and joined the 
outlaw Federal League as manager and part-owner of the Chicago Whales. He used his 
influence to attract other players, telegraphing across the nation, "You are invited 
to come to the Federal League quarters in Chicago and discuss terms. Even if you

(continued)
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decide not to sign a contract, all your expenses will be paid by the Federal League." 
The new League had built or renovated eight ballparks in time for the 1914 season. 
One of the new fields, later renamed Wrigley Field, was for the Chicago Whales. 8 
Under Tinker's management, the Whales won the Federal League pennant in 1915; however, 
the League itself folded. The Whales' owner then purchased the Chicago Cubs (in the 
National League) and hired Tinker as manager. Tinker eventually left the Cubs 
becoming manager and president of the Columbus team (in the American Association) and 
finally president of the American Association itself. 9

Marriage attracted Joe Tinker to Orlando in 1920 where he owned and managed 
"Tinker's Tigers." 10 Under his direction, the "Tigers" won the Florida State Baseball 
League Championship capturing the "Temple Cup" in 1921.^ Baseball seems to have 
been Orlando's passion in 1921 with the city building a regulation size field larger 
than that of the New York Yankees as a home for the championship "Tinker's Tigers." 12 
Two years later Tinker sold his interest in the ballpark and team, and retired from 
managing. 13 In conjunction with Roy C. McCracken, Tinker formed the Tinker-McCracken 
Realty Company, Inc., a land development and real estate firm in Orlando. 14 The 
company met with quick success as did many speculative developers during the Florida 
Land Boom of the 1920's. Tinker's first residential development in the Orlando area, 
Lawson Park (1921), was quickly followed by Jamajo and Tinker Heights. 15 He was also 
involved in the location and development of the Seminole Race Course at nearby 
Longwood which was anticipated to "be one of the premier tracks in the world." 16

Within a few years, Tinker had converted his baseball earnings into a multimillion 
dollar fortune. In 1925, he also built a small commercial building on West Pine 
Street in downtown Orlando for his company's headquarters. The "Tinker Building" was 
described at the time as being "another achievement of Mr. Tinker" and reputed to cost 
"$90,000." 17 Tinker's offices were located on the first floor of the two-story 
building while the second floor was rented to other firms or individuals. But, by the 
end of the decade, Joe Tinker's fortune had evaporated as had many others of the land 
boom years. In straightened financial circumstances, he embarked on a ten week 
theatrical tour of the country, presenting a baseball skit with his old teammate, 
Johnny Evers. 18 He later worked with the Joe Stripps School of Baseball teaching skills 
and techniques to hundreds of youngsters, operated a bar and billiard parlor, held 
many small jobs and was^a regular at the ballfield. fin later years he scouted for 
the Washington SenatorsT] ™"



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although Joe Tinker's financial resources evaporated, his warm personality and 
fiery spirit made him an important personality in Orlando until his death in 1948. 
His continued interest in baseball and enthusiasm for Orlando never seems to have 
waned. It was largely through Tinker's efforts that the Cincinnati Reds, his old 
team, and the Washington Senators (later Minnesota Twins) selected Orlando as their 
winter quarters. 19 The Senators/Twins have spent every season since 1935 (except 
during World War II) at Tinker Field, a distinction which^is exceeded only by the 
Detroit Tigers who have wintered in Lakeland since 1934. 20

In July 1947 the "Tinkers to Evers to Chance" trio was invested in the Baseball 
Hall of Fame as a unit, making Joe Tinker Florida's only living member at the time.^1 
He died one year later (July 1948) after a long bout with diabetes.
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