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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Yaneey's Tavern is built into a slope overlooking an original
section of the Island Road, later the Great Stage Road, where

it intersects modern Highway 126 between Kingsport and Blountville.
Although the area has become vulnerable to development, land
immediately surrounding the tavern is still farmland. Looking
south, the view is of growing subdivisions and cemeteries, in this
case, both the products of real estate investors.

Yancey's Tavern, built by 1782, was at one time, and remains so
beneath its present covering, a double log house with a dogtrot.
Handfired brick replaced the original stone chimneys and part of
the stone foundation, probably sometime in the nineteenth century.
More recently, brick was used to completely enclose the cellar
area, although the framing of the door =nd window openings leading
into the cellar are much earlier. Both front and back porches are
later. The one-story back wing is not original to the house,
although the fireplace with its simple mantel and crane suggests
an early date. The placement of the back chimney also suggests the
possibility that this area was once a small distance from the main
house and served as a kitchen. Window and door openings in the
structure are not entirely original, but their location would
pre-date the twentieth century.

The interior of Yancey's Tavern is simple, with three plain but
well-executed mantels on the first floor. Two second-story rooms
are reached by separate stairways. On the upper floor, construc-
tion of the dogtrot is visible because this section of the house has
not been finished for use.

Miscellaneous frame outbuildings of varying dates surround the
dwelling house. Most of the structures, including a barn, wash
house, spring house, chicken house, and corncrib, date from the
late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries. The frame granary
with its shingle roof and stone foundation is considerably earlier.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Yancey's Tavern was an important stop along the Island Road,

the major artery in upper East Tennessee. As such, it figured
prominently in the development of the area, attracting as its
visitors such men as John Sevier and William Blount, and serving

as headquarters for local business such as meetings of the Sullivan
County court.

The Island Road predates Yancey's Tavern. Completed in September,
1761, it was the first organized road to be built not only in
Tennessee but also to the southwest, connecting Chilhowie, Virginia,
to the Long Island of the Holston River. Although built for mili-
tary purposes, it served as a route for settlers. Parts of the
Island Road later became known as the Great Stage Road.

Along the road in the Tennessee section were three forts, including
Eaton's Fort. This fort was located on property which, by the
early 1770's, was part of Amos Eaton's "corn rights™ lands. In
1779, Eaton sold a portion of his land near the fort to James
Hollis, who in turn, sold 900 acres to John Yancey, Sr., in 1782.
It is not known if Yancey's purchase included a dwelling or if
Yancey built the structure; however, within a short period, the
tavern was in eperation. Yancey's heirs maintained the property
until the last half of the nineteenth century, when it changed
ownership several times prior to being purchased in 1889 by John
R. Spahr, whose descendants still own the place today.
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As the designated State L.iaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

The recommended

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significanc¢e of this nomination is:
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Michael J. Sm

Title Executive Director

Tennessee Historical Commissio
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National Register.
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