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By the end of the year 1909, drawings from Denver's new Fed 
eral Building had been completed, by the New York firm of 
Tracy, Swartwout and Litchfield, and approved, by James Knox 
Taylor, supervising architect of the Treasury Department. 

>t)enver was not so far removed from the main-stream of Ameri 
can life that the Neo-classical Revival style of architecture 
was unknown, although the scale and elegance of the Federal 
Building, introduced by a sophisticated New York firm, were 
perhaps a few steps ahead of Denver's newborn classical re 
vival. The Hedden Construction Company of New York was a- 
warded the contract to construct the building of Colorado 
Yule marble^.

The exterior facades are scaled,to monumental proportions of 
classical design. Most notable is the three story portico 
formed of 16 Ionic columns on the Stout Street entrance facade. 
The remaining three facades of the original rectangular 
building imitate the Stout Street portico through the device 
of engaged ionic columns below an imposing entablature which 
encircles the building. Those sections of exterior wall space 
unbroken by columns of the classical order are plain, dis 
playing the evenly coursed marble block construction^

The low pitched roof is barely visible from street level. The 
passer-by is equally unlikely to notice the undecorated row 
of ..windows .; opening : from : the fourth story above the entabla 
ture on all four facades.

With the notable exception of openings on the first story, 
all exteripr .structural openings are trabeated-. First story 
windows and doors are arched in the Roman style, repetitive 
of the architects:',^eclectic use .of Roman arches throughout 
the design of the interior open courts.

The\interior of the building was originally known for four 
principal spaces: the masonry-vaulted lobby, the District 
Court, the court of Appeals, and the Law Library. These 
spaces have been retained and converted to new.uses, with 
the exception of the Court of Appeals. / A 1963 Federal Ser 
vices Administration decision led to the destruction of this 
room in order to permit construction of two levels .-of office 
space. The exterior has not been altered.

The names of famous Pony Express riders have been 
marble walls at the two ends of the lobby. Of 
terest are sculptures of mountain sheep, flanki 
th Street entrance. The sheep were carved in 19 
sculptress, Gladys Caldwell Fisher.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

history of the U.S. Post Office and Federal Building is 
an important chapter in the story of the development of Den 
ver civic pride. Established in an atmosphere of transcience 
Denver had become, by 1900, a permanent transportation cross 
roads and a major western commercial city. Throughout the 
city, buildings of the previous century were being torn down 
and replaced by "modern" structures, as a visual expression 
of permanence and optimism.

In keeping with the spirit of the times, the Denver Chamber 
of commerce petitioned Congress in 1904, to appropriate funds 
for the construction of a new Denver federal building. Ac 
cording to a local newspaper report, "the petition contains 
half-tone pictures of the present federal building, showing 
its insignificance-compar^a wdth^surrounding blocks and j also 
a picture of the federal building at Pueblo which is more 
pretentious than the Denver building." Through the efforts 
of Colorado's congressional delegation, funds were appropri- 
ated .for a new:'building and, in 1908s; au site was^ pur chased..^

progress reports were published with-great enthusiasm during 
the first years of construction, comparing the new Denver 
building favorably to such monumental government structures 
as the Lincoln Memorial. With the passage of time, however, 
this enthusiastic attitude changed to one of impatience. 
Never before in the history of Denver has so massive a sin 
gle construction project been undertaken. Clearly, the 
people'-of Denver were unaccustomed to the actualities of 
governmental monument building. Finally, at the end of 
January, 1916, federal offices were transferred to the new 
facility.
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Denver, Municipal Facts, 1912.
Research compiled for the Denver Landmark, .preservation 
Commission by Edward H. White, Jr., A.I.A., November, 1970. 
"One Hundred Years of postal Service," n.d., n.p. 
(in the collection of the Library, State Historical Society 
of Colorado)
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8. Significance, continued.

The new federal building served as a model for numerous 
local building projects and was both part of, and impetus 
for a massive municipal renewal program. The U.S. Post 
Office and Federal Building introduced the classical concept 
of grandeur, scaled to monumental proportions, to yet an 
other segment of the American public. This influence can 
still be seen in the character of governmental structures 
throughout the city of Denver.

Construction of a new federal building in 1965 was necessary 
in order to accommodate the expansion of federal offices in 
the Denver area. Although the U.S. post Office and Federal 
Building was spared as a supplementary facility, the pre 
vailing attitude of Denver municipal government continues to 
mirror the philosophical belief that prosperity can be mea 
sured in building permits—a philosophy that can be traced, 
with irony, to the 1904 chamber of commerce petition for a 
new federal building.


