FORM A - AREA SURVEY

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form

Photo number

Form numbers inthis area Area no.

485-493 NR-5

1. Town Taunton

Name of area (if any)
VWhittenton Mills Conplex

. Genera date or period 1805-c. 1895

Is area uniform (explain):

in style?

in condition? res | -oog v
in type of ownership? Yes - Private Corpo-

. , rate
inuse? Yes - Industrial, Commercial

5. Map. Use gpace below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

MHC Photo no.

5M-2-"'5-R061455

(over)



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The Whittenton Mills Conplex is significant for its
contribution to Taunton's industrial history as the largest and
| ongest-lived textile manufacturing concern inthe city, associated
with leading local industrial pioneers, Samuel Crocker and TJillard
Lovering. The Mills' activity spans a period of w despread
industrral growth, settlement and immgration in Taunton that is
still expressed in adjacent workers' housing and stores that
conprise the large "village" surrounding the conplex. Enploying
| arge nunbers of French Canadian immgrants, Wittenton ?%lls
determned the ethnic conposition of Whittenton's present day
comuni ty.

Physically, the m Il conplex i s conposed of 10 major bDbrick
and frame factories and a nunper of smaller specialized structures,
grouped around a rectangular mllyard that abuts the Mi Il River.
Wor ker s' housin?, ranging from |-J-story frame duplexes to |ate
19th century multi-famly tenements, lines First through Fifth
Avenues, a series of planned streets, intersecting V' hittenton
Street, the major corridor of the area. MWhile this surrounding
village isthematically related to the devel opment of the 5'ills,
gap sites left by noved structures and demolition, recent alter-
ations, and the ununified nature of conmercial developnment in
the Whittenton and Bay Street area, prevents one fromperceiving
the area as a well-meshed entity. Because of these problens
in visual cohesiveness, only the immediate fVictory conplex itself
is being submtted for nom nation.

Vthittenton, (Forrmrlr naned "Ancient Yvhittington"), was the
seat of a small iron manufacturing settlement, begun in the roid-
17th century. James Leonard built a dam on the Mill River in

1669 and began operation of the "Vihittington Forge" on the approx-
imate site of the current mll conplex. Iron, used extensivel{)
for currency inthe 17th and early 18th century, was produced by
this iron works by Leonard's descendants for 150 years. -

I'n 1805, Sanueal Crocker, Thomas Rush and Charles R chnond
financed the constructionof a nail factory on the !"ill River
and enlarged i t subsequently to house spinning machines. (The
archaeol ogical remains of this factory are present within the

8. Bibliography and/or references such a local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, .

Beers, 1871 e , "o R . J
Wal ker, 1881

Sanborn, 1S3

Bristol (. Atlas of Surveys, 1895

Sanborn, 1037 - ,
Emery, 1893 :



« Historical Data, N5 (cont. ) :

mllyard today.) Here, with the spinning of cotton yarn, textile
manufacturing was begun as a cottage industry, the yarn then sent
to neighboring farmers' homes to be woven into cloth on domestic
hand [ooms. W th the importation of Slater looms hy 1817, weaving
of high quality cloth was done on the milI|l prem ses, announcing
the beginnings of full-scale textile manufacturing.

As i nother Nev; England communities entering into the
industrial age, Taunton experimented with the formation of a
| arge corporation, designed to join several ongoing industries into
one large profit-sharing enterprise. The "Taunton Manufacturing
Conpany” was formed i n 1823 under the tutelage of Sanueal Crocker
Charles Richmond and others, "...for the purpose of rolling
copper and iron and for the manufacturingof cotton and wool
in Taunton." The property of the corporation included the
Whittenton IJills, Hopewell Mills, and several other textile and -
metal factories along the Hill River. I n 1836, W llard Lovering
(1801-1875) brought his experience intextile manufacturinggained
in Providence and Wbonsocket, R.I. to Taunton, where he becane
partial owner and manager of the Whittenton Mills. Wth the -
dissolution of the Taunton ManufacturingCo. i n 1845, Lovering
and histhree sons— WlliamC. , Charles L., and Henry Morton—
bought the mills in 1858, and invested large anmounts of capita
in their developmnot. Under the Loverings, the conmplex expanded
to 20 brick buildings of 2 to 4 story height, and 10 to 12 smaller
structures. The main weaving house alone held over 1,000 | oons.
Powered by both water wheels and Corliss steam engines, the mill
conmpl ex produced ginghams, dress goods, tickings, shirtings,
cotton flannels and other cotton and wool textiles. Y

At the height of its production inthe 1880's and '90's, the
conpany enployed 1,100 people, many of whom were French Canadi an
weavers and dyers. This population lived inover 200 conpany-
owned tenements on the 80-acre territory surrounding the conplex
he of the Loverings' nost considerable administrative achievements
was the installation of a horse-drawn street railway systemin
the 18Q&"'s and '70's, that formed a large loop linking Taunton
Green to Broadway, Bay, Whittenton, Warren, and Wst Brittania
Streets. The placement of this railway system accounts for the
eventual expansion of the V.'hittenton working class comunity
into nore remote residential neighborhoods along the route

After V.'illard Lovering' s death in 1878, his sons took over
the business until 1910, when i twas sold to the Lynne Family
of Bostori, under v/homtextiles were continually produced. C 3
Conmpany-owned housing was sold at auction inthe 1920's. The
complex i s currently owed by Dyecraftsmen, Inc. who operate out
of a large portion of the buildings and who |ease out remaining .
space to tenant industries.



Description

NR5

Maj or Components of Conpl ex:

Inventory #485

I nventory

I nventory

I nventory

I nventory
I nventory

I nventory

I nventory

I nventory

#486

#487

#488

#489

#490

#491

#492

#493

c. 1880, 2-story conmQ bond brick factory,
constructed t ohouse weaving machinery. | ts
Vrhittenton St. facade incorporates 41 bays,
defined by large, 15/15 sash wi ndows.

c. 1880, 3-story brick factory sha,res t he sane
construction and fenestration as t hemain weaving
mll, which it abuts, and was probably constructed
at thesane time. Housed picker roonms. ElIlsto
the rear were used as carpenter shops and for
general storage. ,

c.1858,consists of peaked gabled central section
flanked by 5-hay wings that conform t oangled | ot

contour. One of theearliest standing structures
in theconmplex, itswesternntost portion was used
as a meeting hall and church for themill community.

C.1858. While not distinguished architecturally,
this 1-story, asbestos-sided building was built a
a conpany office for theVJhittenton Mills

c.1880, 1-story brick storage and water house.

C. 1878, 4-story brick factory was built t o house -
pickers. Northernmost section added i n 1924.

c. 1878, now connected via a frame passageway to
the picker building (#490), thed4-story factory

s one of thearchitecturally outstanding elements

of thecomplex. Addition tonorth endnade i n 1921.

c.18 57, 2-story fraipe building with 12/12 wi ndows,
clerestory projections onroof i stheonly frame
structure t ohave survived (with alterations) from
the earliest period of Whittenton Mills' organization
Housed | ooms and dye processing machinery.

C. 1595, 5-story brick structure has squat, segmental -
arched wi ndow openings. The earliest constructed of
3 storehouses i nt he conpl ex.



| f 2VENTCRY FCRM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conmuni ty: For m No:

MASSACH EETTS H STCR CAL CC»MBSi aN Taunt Dn NR- 5
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Namerv hittenton Mills QG nplex

Indicate each itemoninventory f omwhich is being continued bel ow.
9. Historical Significance (continued)

The Whittenton Mills Conplex possesses integrity of location,

design, setting, materials, workmanship andderives significancefor
its historical associationwith thedevelopment of Taunton as a maj or
manufacturing center during thel9th century. TheWittenton M|l Conplex

is theessence of theplanned industrial village.and anongoing testament
tothe city's proud manufacturing heritage. TheWittenton Mills meets
criteria A, BandCof theNational Register of Historic Places.

Boundaries were selected t oenconpass t hehistoric extent of the

Mill property which remains intact; boundary lines conformt o
current ot lines.

omner : David O ken &W 1l aimLace, Trustees
% Dyecraftsmen, Inc.

Whittenton Mills R L ; ' -M
Whittenton Street " ' .
Taunton, M\ L ° ;

Acreage: Approximately 20; large assessor's nmaps (3) *

UTNG A 19/ 325300/ 4643135
B 19/325300/ 4643530
C 19/ 325530/ 4643160

Staple t olnventory form at bottom



NPS Fonn 10-MO-a OMB No. 1024-0018

Exp. 10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet item number Rage [/ *4~f
Multiple Resource Area dnr-11
Thematic Group
Name Taunton Multiple Resource Area
State Bristol County. MASSACHUSETTS
Nomination/Type of Review - Date/Signat(ire
~ SN |. Roseland Substantive Heview Keeper * -
,. Attest
2. Old Colony Iron Works-Nemasket y"Teeper  MAVeleAAQR-yRYA--A MMV
Mills Complex Entored in "a
Attest
3. Read and Barton Complex liirtj.rt'd i wijy [IMeper "odU.MAtc,<xMN-YAT[fenr<
Attest
4. 'St. Mary's Complex FWVAE
Attest
5. Whittenton Mills Complex Rntared In the A \Weper I<PNLEMUF-NNA JAANAS ¥
National  Begister <f
Attest
6. Hopewell Mills District
latljDXial fiegister
Attest
. . ]
7. Taunton Green Historic lcriT>Hfan~T-rm A A ngper
District
Attest
8. Atwood, Charles R, House Ka-;;,ri'ain "H Teeper  <Q(N2ANANA*NL
Attest
9 Banum School
Attest
Bartlett, J. C, House K eeper

Suljetantiva fievieTg A

, N Attest



WASO Form-177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Whittenton Mills Complex (Taunton MRA)
Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS . ;

CZ resubmission Entered

e nomination by person or local government

n owner objection

e appeal

Substantive Review: EZlI sample e reguest * appeal

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
CH good IZH ruins im altered
e fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CZ] completeness

Q clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| ldates

I Iboundary selection

Working No..
Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due:
Action: A--'"CCEPT
.RETURN.
. REJECT _

Federal Agency:

CZ NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one %'

CZ! original site ' -

moved date

K



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 4

CD summary paragraph Ll
CZ completeness "
CZ clarity J .
CZ applicable criteria "
CZ justification of areas checked «w " e
CZ relating significance to the resource

« context

CZ relationship of integrity to significance

CZ justification of exception /
» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State I[Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title

13. Other

CZ Maps
CZ Photographs
« other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed. Date

iivj {}v A'S--

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

X

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297



