
rCR.H B - BUILDIK'G JL 1 t K l U U O U K V t Y JAN 2 4 1990 
FORM KO-
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PHOTOGRAPHS: 
75:33 Front and l e f t facades 

11:12 Double transverse sumner beams i n l e f t -
(west) f i r s t - f l o o r room 

75:34 Transverse summer beam int o rear story 
post and rear g i r t i n l e f t (west) f i r s t -
f l o o r room 

11:14 Northeast corner of r i g h t (east) chamber 

I own 
Lynnfield 06 9 

Address 172 Chestnut Street 

His tor ic Kame Hart House 

Residential 

Z E N 

UTli F.ErERE?.-CE 5̂ / 330-600 / 4711-640 

L'SGS QUADRA'.'GLE 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Use: Present _ R e s i d e n t i a l 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1695-1720 

Source Deeds, documentation, v i sua l analvsi 

Style F i r s t Period 

Archi tec t None 

Exterior Wall Fabric clanboard 

Outbuil dines ~ ̂ ^^^ "° early 19th 

centurv 

Major Alterations (with dates) a l l I8th c. 

additions removed, since 1968. 

Condition Good 

Moved Bam - yes Date 15 70s 

Acreage 

Setting 

street. 

.&st side faces 

— T-J-1 -]' T> O T" p o 1* n p ̂  ^ 7 p - n a n -I •n 

neighborhood of wood frame Bam i s a few 

yards west of house, 

Recorded by Katherine H. Kax 

Organization Boston University 

Date December 13, 1935 
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S6 

Property Name: Har t House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hart House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s and 
workmanship i n i t s s u r v i v i n g l a t e F i r s t Period frame and plank 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , making i t e l i g i b l e under c r i t e r i o n C. The paired 
transverse summer beams i n the west side of the house repesent an 
unusual l o c a l framing v a r i a n t centered i n Salem. Further study of 

b u i l d i n g s of t h i s type i s l i k e l y to y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n important to 
our understanding of e a r l y framing techniques, making the house 
e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n D. The plank frame c o n s t r u c t i o n i s an 
a l t e r n a t i v e framing method p o s s i b l y connected t o the exsistence of a 
sawmill i n the l o c a l i t y , suggesting t h a t f u r t h e r r e s e arch_into e a r l y 
sawn wood d i s t r i b u t i o n i n the L y n n f i e l d area would be d e s i r a b l e . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

of The Hart House i s a 3 bay, 2 1/2 s t o r y c e n t r a l chimney s t r u c t u r e 
plank frame c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h an added rear lean-to which p r o j e c t s 6 
f e - t beyond the east end of the house. I t has been r e s t o r e d w i t h new 
clapboards, wood-shingled r o o f , and casement windows i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
l o c a t i o n . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Despite t e r m i t e damage and extensive r e s t o r a t i o n , the Hart House 
e x h i b i t s l a t e F i r s t Period framing d e t a i l s and d e c o r a t i o n i n a l l of i t s 
main rooms. L y n n f i e l d ' s p r o x i m i t y to Salem i s u n d e r l i n e d by the 
twinned transverse summer beams i n the f i r s t ^ ̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^^^^ ^ ' J/"^^?^ 
l a t e F i r s t Period Salem f e a t u r e . The summers, g i r t s , s i l l s , and posts 
a l l have f l a t chamfers; the s i l l s and p o s t s a l s o have simple taper 
stops The butt-cog j o i s t s are 23" apart, i n d i c a t i n g a l a t e F i r s t 
t e ° i o d date The restored f i r e p l a c e was o r i g i n a l l y 5' wiae, and has a 
b:;Mve ov^n i n the r i g h t rear Corner and evidence of the o r i g i n a l lug 
pole holes. The r e c o n s t r u c t i o n casement windows were i n s t a l l e d i n 
o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n s , i n d i c a t e d by mortise holes i n the posts, meant 
accommodate window framing members i n the plank w a l l . 

The east f i r s t f l o o r room has an exposed chimney g i r t w i t h f l a t 
T h l A f e r " the transverse summer beam - d s i l l s have been replaced, 
tenoned j o i s t s are 23" apart on center; the f i r e p l a c e i s 

The lean-to s-ems to have been added e a r l y i n the ?;8th century: the 
l A . / A A A A ^ A s A e exoosed but not chamfered, and the s i x f o o t wide 
: T : : : V ^ r J ; s T b e e h l v e oven i n the rear r i g h t w a l l . A small hear, has 
; ; ; r ; : ; ; e d in?o the n o r t h p l a t e of the l e a n - t o , presumably by a member 
of the Hart f a m i l y , owners 1838-1945. 

the 
to 
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The second f l o o r west chamber has paired transverse summer beams which 
were cut away f o r a l a t e r p l a s t e r c e i l i n g . The exposed f a l l i n g braces 
i n the southeast, southwest, and northwest corners of the room c l e a r l y 
i n d i c a t e the house's plank w a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n . The three posts on the 
nort h side of the room are f l a r e d , and have simple f l a t chamfers, as do 
the chimney g i r t and end t i e beam. 

The second f l o o r east chamber apparently never had a f i r e p l a c e . The 
east end t i e has a f l a t chamfer. There are f a l l i n g braces on the 
northeast corner of the n o r t h w a l l and on the southeast corner of the 
south w a l l . The east w a l l has r i s i n g braces i n each of i t s corners. 
The owner has exposed a s e c t i o n of l a t h n a i l e d t o the plank w a l l i n the 
southwest corner of the room. 

The steep p i t c h of the main roof i n d i c a t e s F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
The p r i n c i p a l - r a f t e r roof has c o l l a r beams on e i t h e r side of the 
chimney. The broken angle of the rear roof slope i n d i c a t e s t h a t the 
lean-to i s a l a t e r a d d i t i o n . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Although there has been a documented house on the pr o p e r t y since the 
1670's, the present house was probably b u i l t by John Hiram Perkins, who 
owned the property from 1694 t o 
tanner, bought the house, which 

1719. I n 1838, 
remained i n h i s 

John Hart of Danvers, 
f a m i l y u n t i l 1945. 
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