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Address 172 Chestnut Street

Historic Kare Hart House

Use Present Residential

Original Residenti al
DESCRIPTION
Date 1695-1720
Source Deeds, documentation, visual analvsi
Style  First Period
Architect None

Exterior V| Fabric clanboard
Qutbuil dines ~ ANNA "° early 19th

centurv

Major Alterations (with dates) all [8thc.
additions renmoved, since 1968.

Condi ti on God

Moved Bam - yes Date 1570s

Acreage
Setting .&st side faces
street. — T31 />0 Tpofnprr7p -nan | en

nei ghborhood of wood frane Bamis a few
yards west of house,

Recorded by Katherine H Kax

Boston University

Organi zation

Date Decenber 13, 1935
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Hart House retains integrity of location, design, materials and
wor kmanship in i tssurviving late First Period frame and plank
construction, making i teligible under criterion C The paired
transverse summer beans in the west side of the house repesent an
unusual local framng variant centered in Salem Further study of
buildings of this type is likely to yield information important to
our understanding of early framng techniques, making the house
eligible under Criterion D The plank frame constructionis an
alternative framng method possibly connected to the exsistence of a
sawm || in the locality, suggesting that further research_into early
sawn wood distribution in the Lynnfieldarea would be desirable.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Hart House is a 3 bay, 2 12 story central chimey structure of
plank frame constructionwith an added rear |ean-to which projects 6

fe-t beyond the east end of the house. |t has been restored with new
cl apboards, wood-shingled roof, and casenment wi ndows in their original
location.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

Despite termite danage and extensive restoration, the Hart House
exhibits late First Period framng details and decoration inall of its
main roonms. Lynnfield s proximty to Salem is underlined by the
twinned transverse sunmer beans in the first AMW  AAMAA CJ AN
late First Period Salem feature. The summers, girts, sills, and posts
all have flat chamfers; the sills and postsalso have simple taper
stops The butt-cog joists are 23" apart, indicating a late First
te°iod date The restored fireplace was originally 5 wiae, and has a
b:; Mve ov®n in the right rear Corner and evidence of the original kh%g
pole holes. The reconstructioncasement w ndows were installed in i
original locations, indicated by mortise holes in the posts, neant 0
accommodat e wi ndow fram ng nmenbers in the plank wall.

The east first floor room has an exposed chimmey girt with flat The
ThlAfer" the transverse summer beam-d sills have been replaced,
tenoned joists are 23" apart on center; the fireplace is

The lean-to s-ens to have been added early in the ?;8th century: the
IA./AAAA"As Ae exoosed but not chanfered, and the six foot wide
:T:::V~ArJ;s Thbeehlve oven in the rear right wall. A small hear, has

;.. r; ., ,ed in?0 the north plate of the lean-to, presumably by a menber
of the Hart famly, owners 1838-1945.
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The second floor west chanber has paired transverse sumer beans which
were cut away for a later plaster ceiling. The exposed falling braces
in thesoutheast, southwest, and northwest corners of theroom clearly
indicate thehouse's plank wall construction. The three posts onthe

north side of theroomareflared, and have simple flat chamfers, as do
the chimey girt and end t i e beam

The second floor east chanmber apparently never had a fireplace. The
east end ti ehas a flat chamfer. There arefalling braces onthe
northeast corner of thenorth wall and on t hesoutheast corner of the
south wall. The east wall has rising braces i neach of itscorners.

The owner has exposed a section of lath nailed totheplank wall i n the
sout hwest corner of theroom

The steep pitch of themain roof indicates First Period construction.
The principal-rafter roof has collar beanms on either side of the
chimey. The broken angle of therear roof slope indicates that the
lean-to i sa later addition.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Al though there has been a documented house on t heproperty sincethe
1670's, thepresent house was probably built by John Hiram Perkins, who

owned t heproperty from 1694t o 1719. | n 1838,John Hart of Danvers,
tanner, bought thehouse, which remained i n hi dgamily until 1945.

-9

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



NPS Fam IMMVa
(MO

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Piaces
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Multiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup
Nane
State
Nonmi nation/ Type of Review Dat e/ Si gnat ure

aAwtAl, G ddings, Lient., Sanuel House
OOE/O'.VN'f;f? ODJFCTIO>*

AttesA

33. Gott House N~it6eper

Attest
iSntered In tiie

Atttest
Entered I n th« _
35. Gould, Zaccheus, House Bat | onal | egl Bt ex "iee€per_ ~i \A?/90
Attest
36. Hardy, Joseph, House
Attest
Entered In the
37. Harraden, Edward, House Rational Ry
Attest

S™n. 38. Harris Farm 5/C f'~UbstantlvaB-vlajj "--""eper

Atte

EnteredVa. the / : n
Bat| onal Begi ater geper <XV [AMMAAAL T Lyt \ WA

Attest
Rntored I nthe /

Attest



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI CN

PRCPE Hart House
NAME:

MULTIPLE First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Essex

DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 24/ 90 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:  2/07/90
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 2/ 23/ 90 DATE CF 45TH DAY 3/ 10/ 90
DATE O WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 90000239

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCGBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT WAl VER N ,

t"CEPT RETURN REJECT cMNf/A"DATE Stlon/Jeght

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS

RECOM./CRITERIA_
REVIEWER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATH FECERAL AAENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current

DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
"materials

[descriptive text

SI G\ FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statenent of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria N
justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity tosignificance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI O3RAPHY
CGEQRAPH CAL  DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG  DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation

OHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nmay be directedt o

Phone

Si gned Date






























Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



