FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

AAo House. Boston

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and

30M-5-77

other buildings.

Indicate north.

0 frfcnr0o* ' x>

In Area no. Form no.

, cC
Old Caiob. 1I1B15

Cambridge
Iss 259 Mbunt Auburn Street

ent useresidenti al

«nt owner James R Keough and Kat h-

ryn M Wods
jription:

1850

deed records
.ource

e Bracketed Italianate

Architect unknown

Exterior wall fabric Aluminum siding
Outbuildings (describe)

Other features unusual building,
rather small in size, but topped
by an enormous projecting lid.

Altered possibly- ell Date unknown

Moved possibly Date unknown
. Lot size;
One acre or lessXX Over one acre

Approximate frontage U5 feet
Approximate distance of building from street

10 feet

. Recorded by

Organization Cambridge Historical Comm.

Date 197U



7. Origiaal owner (if known) 1 fififi nwnP.r:  Alex/~nder McDonald (not the

original owner)
Original use not known for sure . ma have been a railroad depot

Subsequent uses (if any) and date8 residential
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural - XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts sttlement invention
Commerce XX Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation XX

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This dimnutive structure was novedt o
its present site by 1858 or 1859. | t is thought
t6 have originally been a depot either for the
V' “tertown Branch or Mount Auburn Railroad .

Its flat roof forms a projectinglid,
which extends very far andis supported by
extraordinary large brackets. An el aborate
wooden hood shelters the entrance.

Its precise lineage hasyet tobe fully
docunented, but itsprofile strongly suggests
its use as a depot for one of the early railroads
which served Canbridge. Despite its relocation,
this building is one of the fewremants of the
comuter railroads responsible for Canbridge's
distinct developnment. Its unique formand its
significance for Canbridge devel opnent nakei t
worthy of recognition.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)



UnH*tf States D*partm*nt of tiM IntvHor

NATIONAL KEQISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES o pares Db al
EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET "o~

/\5/\_/\_f_5jsnf y/\/\/\f y k] NN FANNEAN > ) °
Property SAMANLAYB<AN > AN fe: AiAZiruyt™ 4*AJ Working No. ynNy-yn ANyNJL
StStS, raunty AN Yy AWA AW Fsd. Rsg. Dst«
Fsdersl Agency: Dsts Dus:

Action: ACCEPT
rssubmission Jir*Tu - RM - <ifyl\yp2—
nominstion by psrson or locsl govsrnmsnt REJECT 1
owner objection photos.Z__

«ppSSi msps
Substsntivs Rsvisw: ssmple rsquest sppesi Z\IR decision

*Nominstion

1.

y 1ZIMZLYA) JZIOXAMX th zJ-A-z Ayhded <,

technical
substantive

rsturnsd for:

Name

Location
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Owner of Property
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Representation in Existing Surveys

Pescription
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corrections cited below

reasons discussed below



6. Significanca

summary psrsgrsph
completeness

cisrity LXEYY
Sppiicable criteris

justification of sreas
checked

relating significance to
fhe resource

context
relationship of integrity
to significance v
justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

af Mia p~Qparty sMMn iNa MMa la:

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn <AMNA dryjt

Ronfin “yzizyyayyin Date y~ M. _ Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for sny Item msy be continusd on sn sttsched shset
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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form N
Photo number \\QQ - 4'ZA (0)
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4, Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and

other buildings. Indicate north.
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1.

In Area no. Form no.
oC
Old Camb. 11B15
Town Cambridge

Address 259 Mount Auburn Street
Name

Present useresidential

Present owner James R Keough and Kat h-

ryn M Vwods

. Description:

Date c. 1850

Source deed records

Style Bracketed Italianate
Architect  unknown

Exterior wall fabric Aluminum siding
Outbuildings (describe)
Other features unusual building,

rather small in size, but topped

* by an enormous projectinglid.

Altered possibly- el | Dae unknown
Moved possibly Date unknown
Lot size:

Ore acre or less XX Over one acre

Approximate frontage 45 feet

Approximate distance of building from street
10 feet

Recorded by Arthur Krim-#

Organization Cambridge Historical Comm.

1974
Date _
\jnA- mOT<y0

19 1"M M 0/4<P93«3SO



7. Original owner (if known)_ 1 RBa nwnp.r; Alexander McDonald (not the
original owner)
Original use not known for sure . ma have been a railroad depot

Subsquent uses (if any) and dates residential

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation -
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural " XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts Z-: sttlement invention
Commerce XX Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community devdopment Political Transportation XX

9. Historical significance (indude explanation of themes checked above)

. This dimnutive structure was novedt o
its present site by 1858 or 1859. It is thought \
t6 have originally been a depot either forthe

V' Mtertown Branch or Miint Auburn Railroad . -
Its fi*t roof forms a projectinglid,
whi ch extends very far. andis supported by
extraordinary large brackets. + An elaborate
wooden hood shelters the entrance.
Its precise lineage hasyet tobe fully
documented, but itsprofile strongly suggests
its use as a depot for one of the early railroads
whi ch served Canbridge. Despite its relocation
this building is one of the fewremants of the
commuter railroads responsible for Canbridge's

distinct development. [ts unique formand its
significance for Canbridge devel opment nakei t
worthy of recognition. y

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)



| NVENTCRY FCRM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET CoBTimunity: Form No:

. cC
MASSACH EETTS H STAR CAL QYIMSSI QN Old Cambridge | g77¢
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane259 Mount Auburn Sturegt

Indicate each itemoninventory formvAichis being continued bel ow.

1 The house at 259 Mount Auburn Street i1 sa miniature versionof
the exaggerated Tuscan architecture seen elsewhere i nCanmbridge i ntlie
Deane W Iliams House at 21-23 Fayette Street (1848; listed on the
National Register) and t heValentine-Fuller House at 125 Prospect Street
(al so 1848; demolished, 1937). | ntihese el aborate Italianate villas,
the roof projects as nuch as five feet and t heoverhang i s supported

by paired brackets. Both were built of masonry, with stucco scored to
resemble flush boarding, and used cast iron balconies and porches for
decorative effect.

The 259 Mount Auburn Street House cannot be fully documented, but
clearly draws from t hesanme spirit that motivated t hearchitects of the
el aborate villas of M d Cambridge. The diminutive scale of i tsmain
block, 22 by 18 feet, contrasts strikingly with itsstrongly projecting
overhang and al most |acy brackets. The house offers a clear expression
of theterm "vernacular" as applied t oa popular interpretation of an
academ c architectural vocabulary.

This building meets Criterion C for itsunique design. *

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page/z y '

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area
State H5
Nomination/Type of Review A Date/Signature
111. ~ Mason. W. A.. House Mst nttve J f A~ Keeper ljri~"nrANNY| NUPA

Attest

112. Buildi-ng at 259 Mount Auburn AMAAAALEEIv* | sne* K eeper
Street

o Attest

113.  Howells, William Dean, House “tnSBtantlv*  Sfe™‘eeper [A]TJUILCLAINY.ZMAMZ(M  Nill-ZX~

Attest
114, Mount Auburn Cenetery Reception Keeper fLXAYCAO0)fy/~- "6
House guEstant | ve Eevl ev?
o Atest

Batermlned YzizM
115. Mount Auburn Hospiral

Attest

Higginson Colonel Thomas MAstartlT. 5, \"Keeper nEZUN H/AAALTUA  AjEAIM

entworth,  House A A

Attest

117. Noyes, J. A., House -V =N VT EN AMAN I AJAZUAN [ AV EAW LA 13 ga.
, . Attest

->176. Coolidge, Josiah, House t Keeper ANA-CNJIIMN N A MG A
\! . Attest

119. Orne, Sarah, House Suhstantivff fiavlew ANNANN ANy Ly Ao

Attest

120 Hooper-Eliot House fan-n_ -Keeper -y AN A AN

Z o Attest
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Building at 259 Mount Auburn Street (Canbridge MRA

M ddl esex County'
MA

\Z resubmission

nomination by person or locsl government

owner objection
appeal
Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

*Nomination returned for:

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property

AN AN

Working Wo. [/

F«d. R«g. Data: g?-I"l

Dat« Dua- zZ727Z'\'"N

Action: —iTACCEPT A~ /AN
RETURN.
REJECT.

Federal Agency:

appeal NR decision

sample request

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer—" T

DlaclplinelZ£ |£2S

see continuation sheet

.technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

aiterations/Inteafitv



8. Significance

Armtmmm*

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

AaMQ* M noymmima propany .
Ouatfrangt* nam*
am nmimrmnemt

Ammdt™ttrnm nmm [iM <mcation

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Tha evaUiatod ttgnmcartce ofthis proporty wtthtn the state is.

notional state local

Htstortc Praoorvatton Otficar sionature

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202 272 - 3504









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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