
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
— ^"^o House. Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
CC 

Old Caiob. IIB15 

Cambridge 

!ss 2 59 Mount Auburn Str e e t 

ent useresidential 

«nt owner James R. Keough and Kath-
ryn M. Woods 

j r i p t i o n : 

1850 

.ource 
deed records 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

e B r a c k e t e d I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric Aluminum s i d i n g 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features u n u s u a l b u i l d i n g , 

r a t h e r s m a l l i n s i z e , b u t t o p p e d  

by an enormous p r o j e c t i n g l i d .  

Altered p o s s i b l y - e l l Date unknown  

Moved p o s s i b l y Date unknown 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage U5 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

10 f e e t 

»• 
6. Recorded by 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

197U 
Date 

30M-5-77 

0 f r f c ^ 0 * ' ' * * 



7. Origiaal owner (if known) 1 f i f i f i nwnP.r: Alex/^nder McDonald ( n o t t h e 
o r i g i n a l owner) 

Original use not known f o r sure . mav have been a r a i l r o a d depot 

Subsequent uses (if any) and date8_ r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural ,-• 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This diminutive structure was moved to 
i t s present s i t e by 1858 or 1859. I t i s thought 
t6 have o r i g i n a l l y been a depot either f o r the 
Wa'^tertown Branch or Mount Auburn Railroad . 

I t s f l a t roof forms a projecting l i d , 
which extends very f a r and is supported by 
extraordinary large brackets. An elaborate 
wooden hood shelters the entrance. 

I t s precise lineage has yet to be f u l l y 
documented, but i t s p r o f i l e strongly suggests 
i t s use as a depot for one of the early railroads 
which served Cambridge. Despite i t s relocation, 
t h i s building is one of the few remnants of the 
commuter railroads responsible for Cambridge's 
d i s t i n c t development. I t s unique form and i t s 
significance for Cambridge development make i t 
worthy of recognition. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET " ~ 
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Property <^^t^^jL^y6<^^,> A^/^/fe: AiAZiruyt^ 4*^AJ Working No. y/^-^y-y^ -^^y^JL 
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FsdersI Agency: 
Fsd. Rsg. Dst« 
D s t s Dus: 
Action: ACCEPT 

rssubmission 
nominstion by psrson or locsl govsrnmsnt 
owner objection 
«ppssi 

photos.Z_ 
msps 

_j:r^Tu R M <ify/',yp 
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Substsntivs Rsvisw: ssmple rsquest sppesi Z. NR decision 

y IZ/^^ZLyAJ JzlOX^^tx tb Z J - ^ - Z ^y^de^ <̂ . DIsclpHneTi^A/^. /fv--> 

sse continustion shset 

•Nominstion rsturnsd for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

S . Locat ion of Lega l Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

. linall«rad ortginal i 

| H k > M M I | | 

sununsry psrsgrsph 
compistsnsss 
cisrity 
sitsrstions/intsgrity 
dstes 
boundsry ssiection 



6. S ign i f icanca 

summary psrsgrsph 
completeness 
cisrity ....x.t.y.y 
Sppiicable criteris 
justification of sreas 

checked 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

v 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
af Mia p^Qparty sMMn iNa MMa la: 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn <^^-^ dryj^ 

Rignftri ŷzizyyayyin Date y^lM. _ Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for sny Item msy be continusd on sn sttsched shset 



FORM B - B U I L D I N G „ • . 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
OC 

Old Camb. IIB15 

1. Town Cambridge 

Address 2 59 Mount Auburn S t r e e t 

Name 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form ^ 
Photo number \ \ Q Q - 4 ' Z A (o ) 

Present use res iden t i a l 

"Z 

Present owner James R. Keough and Kath-
ryn M. Woods 

3. Description: 

Date c. 1850 

r. 
Source 

deed records 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Style Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

1/. 

ZZ 

Exterior wall fabric Aluminum s i d i n g 

Outbuildings (describe) 

FOSTER —1-| ' •' 

•:- '̂  !-r ' i 4 z y y ... o L i i"> t*--" - '* 
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1 r 6 

Other features unusual b u i l d i n g , 

r a t h e r sma l l i n s i z e , bu t topped  

• by an enormous p r o j e c t i n g l i d .  

Altered p o s s i b l y - e l l Date unknown 

Moved p o s s i b l y Date unknown 

5, Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 4 5 f e e t 

rz 
l ^ " ^ , I S 

• r r !§ | 

MT AUBURN 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10 f e e t 

6. Recorded by_ A r t h u r Kr im-^ 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

1974 
Date 

OC M i r t e ' " ! ' ' ' ' ' ^ i n . I. K r 

50M-5-77 

\ j n A - miOT<̂ {0 
19 I^MMo /4<P93«3SO 



•i - i 

7. Original owner (if known)_ 1 R5a nwnp.r; Alexander McDonald (not the 
o r i g i n a l owner) 

Original use not known f o r sure . mav have been a r a i l r o a d depot 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural ' . 
The Arts Z-: 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation -
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

XX 

z 

This diminutive structure was moved to 
i t s present s i t e by 1858 or 1859. I t i s thought \ 
t6 have o r i g i n a l l y been a depot eit h e r f o r the 
Wa'^^tertown Branch or Moiint Auburn Railroad . - ' ' 

I t s f i ^ t roof forms a projecting l i d , 
which extends very f a r . and i s supported by 
extraordinary large brackets. • An elaborate 
wooden hood shelters the entrance. 

I t s precise lineage has yet to be f u l l y 
documented, but i t s p r o f i l e strongly suggests 
i t s use as a depot for one of the early railroads 
which served Cambridge. Despite i t s r e l o c a t i o n , 
t h i s building is one of the few remnants of the 
commuter railroads responsible for Cambridge's 
d i s t i n c t development. I t s unique form and i t s 
significance for Cambridge development make i t 
worthy of recognition. y 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CQvMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CcBTimunity: 

Old Cambridge 

Form No: 
OC 

I I . B . 1 5 

Property Na]ne:259 Mount Auburn Stureet 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiich is being continued below. 

1 The house a t 259 Mount Auburn S t r e e t i s a mi n i a t u r e v e r s i o n o f 
the exaggerated Tuscan a r c h i t e c t u r e seen elsewhere i n Cambridge i n tJie 
Deane Williams House a t 21-23 Fayette S t r e e t (1848; l i s t e d on the 
Nat i o n a l Register) and the V a l e n t i n e - F u l l e r House a t 125 Prospect S t r e e t 
(also 1848; demolished, 1937). I n tihese elaborate I t a l i a n a t e v i l l a s , 
the r o o f p r o j e c t s as much as f i v e f e e t and the overhang i s supported 
by p a i r e d brackets. Both were b u i l t of masonry, w i t h stucco scored t o 
resemble f l u s h boarding, and used cast i r o n balconies and porches f o r 
decorative e f f e c t . 

The 259 Mount Auburn S t r e e t House cannot be f u l l y documented, but 
c l e a r l y draws from the same s p i r i t t h a t motivated the a r c h i t e c t s of the 
elaborate v i l l a s of Mid Cambridge. The d i m i n u t i v e scale of i t s main 
block, 22 by 18 f e e t , c o n t r a s t s s t r i k i n g l y w i t h i t s s t r o n g l y p r o j e c t i n g 
overhang and almost lacy brackets. The house o f f e r s a c l e a r expression 
of the term "vernacular" as a p p l i e d t o a popular i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of an 
academic a r c h i t e c t u r a l vocabulary. 

This b u i l d i n g meets C r i t e r i o n C f o r i t s unique design. * 

k" l y 

y 

Stap le to Inven to ry form at bot tom 



NPS Focm 10-«00-« 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number Page /z^ y ' ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State H5 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ Date/Signature 

111. ^ Mason. W. A.. House ^Ast^nttve J f ^ ^ Keeper / j r i ^ ^ A ^ ^ y i ^'UP^ 

Attest 

112. Buildi-ng at 259 Mount Auburn ^^^^^^r t t lv* Isne*Keeper 
Street 

' " Attest 

113. Howells, William Dean, House ^tnSBtantlv* Sfe^^^eeper /A]ijUJLCLAi^y.ZmAMZ(M ^ill-ZX~ 

Attest 

114. Mount Auburn Cemetery Reception 
House guEstantlve Eevlev? 

, . ' Attest 
Batermlned YZiZ^^ 

115. Mount Auburn Hospir^al 

Keeper f L x ^ y C ^ 0 ) f y / ^ - ^6 

Attest 

Higginson Colonel Thomas ^'Asta.rtlT. 5,,^.^Keeper ^ytZu^ }l/AAAIIU.^ ^.i':^.'^^ 
Wentworth, House ^ ^ 

Attest 

117. Noyes, J . A . , House - - v . - ^ « . v T * ^ j^^^p^^ / A J A Z U A ^ / / . / t ^ V t ^ W . ^ . l 3 g a . 

, . Attest 

->1^6. Coolidge, Josiah, House ' " Keeper ^ A - c ^ J i / ^ . ^ f ^ M i ^ '^^ 

\ ' • Attest / 

119. Orne, Sarah, House Suhstantivff fiavlew ^^^^^^ ^ ^ . . y L y ^ ^ ^ " 

Attest 

120 Hooper-Eliot House f ^ ^ - ^ . . . ; -Keeper - y ^ ^ . / ^ ^Js-^<^2^ 

Z ' ' . Attest 



M I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S £YAUJATION / RETURN SHEE 

Hm4 ttmimm 
Uonai Part Sarrie* 

Building at 259 Mount Auburn Street (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County ' 
MA ' . • 

Working Wo. / / ^ ^ - / ^ ^  
F«d. R«g. Data: g?-/^/  
Dat« Dua- zZZZ'i'^ . 

y 
\ Z resubmiss ion 

nomination by person or locsl government 
owner object ion 
appeal 

Substant ive Review: sample request 

Act ion: — i T A C C E P T ^ ^ / ^ ^ 
R E T U R N . 
R E J E C T . 

Federal Agency: 

appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Cr i te r ia 
R e v i e w e r — ^ 
D lac lp l lne IZ£_ l£2S 

T 

see continuation sheet 

• Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity  
a i terat ions/ lnteaf i tv 



I i,Si|i,p|ll{.ll)pj(i.i.lu>«'VII" 

8. Significance 

Armtmmm* 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Data 
AcrMQ* ml nommmtma propany . 

Ouatfrangt* nam* 

am nmlmrmnemt 

m̂mcft̂ ttrnm mmm |iM<mcation 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tha evaUiatod ttgnmcartce of this proporty wtthtn the state is. 

notional state local 

Htstortc Praoorvatton Otficar sionature 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 

:h:y 

• . yy' 


