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nNANIE 
HiS TORIC Cleveland County Courthouse 

AND/OR COMMON 

a LOCATION 
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Arkansas 
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
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::_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE _::UNOCCUPIED 
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~ 
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

. 
-OBJECT _IN PROCESS __ YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 
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[Jo·WNER OFPROPERTY 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
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Cleveland 

CODE 
025 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
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_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY .:_OTHER: ,, 

.NAME Cleveland County {Raymond J. Sipes, County·Judge) 

STREET & NUM9EA 

Main and Magnolia 
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WJ DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSE> 

. _UNALTER!::u x.-ORIGINAL SITE 

...xftOOD 

_FAIR 

X-ALTERED _ MOVED 

OESCR18E THE PRESENr AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNi p;.-; YSICAL APPEARANCE 

DATE ___ _ 

Const~ucted in 1911 at a cost of $65,000 , t~e Cleveland County Court~ouse 
is a two-story brick structure with a full bas2ment~Basically retangular in 
shape, the building measures 100' by 70'. 

The Cleveland County Cou~thouse is topped by a hip roof of tile composition. · 
The four corners of the central wings are marked by quoins. A denticulated 
cornice extends around the entire building. Windows are double-hung sash 
and faced with limestone keystones. A limestone water table encircles the 
structure. 

Centered atop the Cleveland County Courthouse is a twenty-foot high clock 
tower into which is set a four-faced clock. The tower utilizes arched lou-
vered openings below the clock face and an arched cornice above, supported by 7 ·• 

Tuscan pilasters. The octagonal shaped _roof is capped by a small cupola with 
finial. 

The facade (north elevation) is distinguished by a three-bay wide, two story 
projection. This projection features a parapet and denticulated cornice. 
Brick quoins mark the corners of the projection. Four Tuscan brick pilasters 
separate the bays of the projection. Second-story windows are double-hung 
sash with double-hung sash sidelights and a three-sectioned transom. First­
floor windows are flanked by sidelights and feature flush limestone keystones, 
and label stops. The entry door is marked by a one-story flat roofed portico. 
Tuscan columns of limestone support the portico. Other features of note on the 
portico include a denticulated cornice pilasters and feature a transom repeat­
ing the star motif in the balustrade. 

East and west elevations again with brick quoins and denticulated cornice are 
each marked by a small centered labe~ed bay which extends from the hip roof. 
The double side-entry doors have nine lights each. First-floor windows are 
flat arched with gauged brick and limestone keystones. A pair of double-hung 
windows with a star-patterned transom is found at the second-story level. 

The south elevation features a three-bay projection similar to that on the 
north elevation, but without an entry door. Also lacking are the gauged brick 
flat arches and limestone keystones on all the windows along with the quoins 
on the central projection. 

Noteworthy details of the interior include brightly colored, patterned ceramic 
floor tiles, marble wainscotting and pressed tin ceilings in an ornamental de­
signs. Only minor interior alterations have taken place in the structure. 

As the most ·architecturally and ·politically important structure in the county, 
the Cleveland County Courthouse is a significant historical structure. 
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D SiGNIFICANCE 

PER IOD AR EA S OF SIG NiFICANCE -- CHEC K AN D .JU STIFY BELOW 

_ PREH ISTORiC __ __ARC HcULUG Y·PREH ISTORIC __ CO:I-' '•' l' NI TY PLANNING _ _ LA ~ I i) :; ,~,\PE A RCHITECTURE _REU GIC N 

_1 400 - ' 4 9 9 _AR CHEO LOGY -HI STORIC _ .. CONS~ :1 VAT IO N _u,w _SCIENCE 

_ 1 500 - ~599 ___ _p.GRI CULTURE _ ECOIWMICS _U f ER.<\TU i'!= _SCUL?T l_; R ~ 

_SQCIAL'H U MA o\II TARIAN _ 1 600- ~ 699 .Y.A '-!C HIT~ CTUR E _ EDI.JCAT !ON _ _ MI LI TA RY 

_1700- 1 799 . _ART _E~lGINEE R ING _MUSIC _THeAT ER 

_ 1800- 1899 __ COMMERCE _ EXPLOR ATI ONiSETTLEMENT _PHI LO SOPH Y _TRANS?ORfA71 0N 

_OTH ER i SP ECIF'O -X90 0 · _ COiviMUN ICATIONS _ INOUST RY .x.?OLI f iCSi GOVERNMENT 

·,. _INVENTI ON 

SPECIFIC DATES 1911 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in Arkansas 
are the courthouses scattered over the state's seventy-five counties. A 
structural symbol of American government, the county courthouse serves as the 
center of local political activity. Often the largest and most costly buildings 
in the county, the courthouse is almost always a sourc e of pride to the citizens 
who financed and make use of its facilites. 

Cleveland County, located in southeast Arkansas,covers 534 square miles. The 
elevation of the county is almost entirely below 250 feet. Primarily a rural 
county, the major industry is lumbering and wood products. 

Cleveland County was created in 1~73 at a time when, near the end of the Re­
construction Era, boundaries for nine new Arkansas counties were drawn. 

The dominance of Republican influence at the time resulted in the county being 
named Dorsey in honor of Stephen W. Dorsey, a Republican senator from Arkansas 
who entered congress that year. The county seat was established at Toledo and 
a building constructed to serve as the courthouse. 

On March 5, 1885,Do~se~~wasrenamed by an Act of the General Assembly in honor of 
Grover Cleveland. Portions of Lincoln, Jefferson, Dallas, and Bradley counties 
v:ere integrated in the new county. 

In 1889 the Toledo courthouse and the records within burned. At once there 
developed a strong movement to move the county seat to a different location 
which would be more desirable. An election was held to determine the new location, 
but the outcome was indecisive. In a second election held on August 17, 1889, 
Rison was chosen as the new county seat. In 1892 a frame courthouse was construct­
ed at a cost of $8,000. 

In 1911 the present Cleveland County Courthouse was constructed at a cost of 
$65,000. The architecturally significant structure is two-stories high and of 
brick constr uction. The building is basically rectangular in shape and measures 
100' by 70'. Distinguishing features of the structure -include brick quoins, 
denticulated cornices, Tusca n pilasters and limestone k eystcnes on first-floor 
'V7indows. Ri s ing f r om the cente r of the hip roof is the s tntctures most disting­
u i s hing fea ture , a n oc t agona l dome which r eache s twenty f eet above t he roofline. 
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INVENTORY¥- .NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEH ITEM ;'-lUMBER 8 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

\DATE ENiE!'l'=D 

l 

Constructed in 1911. the Cleveland County courthouse is the county's most 
architecturally significant building. This combined with the building's 
political significance make the courthouse the most significant structure in 
Cleveland County. 
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-UIIt,<lTfP£1) 

.LJ,LUA~D 

ll-~lGitv.L SI-r! 

-»D~D DATI..---

FAI~ 

t>ESCR!B E THE f'RESENT AkO O'i'IGINAI. Iif lC: NOWN) f'HYSIO.L APPEJ.RANC: 
Constructed in 1911 at a co:>t of Sf.·S,OOO , the Cleveland County Ccurtlxluse 
is a two-story brick structure witt. a full l:.&se~:~cnt. ~sicall~· retanqular in 
shape, t_'li! building r.ea ::nnes 10\''' by 70'. 

The Clc.velr.nd County Courthou·3e is topped by a hip r.oof of tile c omposition. 
The f"·)Ur corners of the c entral wing s are marked by quoins. 'A. denticulated 
corn.ice extends around the entire building . Wiooows are double-hung sa3h 
and f •• Joi with li1nestone keystones. A linestone water tal:>l~ encircles tho 
structu.re. 

Centeie.::: atop ~e Cleveland County Courthouse is a t ·..renty-foot high clock 
tower into which i s f:et a four ·faced clock. The to...er utilizes arched lou­
vered openings below the cloclr face and an arched cornice above, supported by 
Tuscan pilasters. The octagonal shaped .roof is c apped by a SI:all cupola with 
finial. 

The facade ( nor~'l elevation} is distinguis~ed b1 a three-bey wide , two Atory 
proj ection. This projection features a parapet and denticulated cornice. 
Brick quoins ~k the corners of the pro jection. Four Tuscan brick pilasters 
s eparate t he bay~ of the projection. Second- story ~indo~s are double-hung 
sash with double-hung sash side~ights and a three - sectioned transom. First­
floor windows ilre flanked l;y sid:!lights and f aature flush lil:.estone keystones , 
~,d label stops . The entry d~r is ~rked by a one-sto~J fla~ roofed port~co. 

· 'I\1scan c o lu:ins of lit~csto~e su!Oport the por tico . Other features of note on the 
portico inclade a d enticulated cornice pilasters and fcaturb a transom r epeat­
ing ~'le star r.otif in tlu! balustra:1e . 

East and west elevations again wi~'l brick quoins and d enticulated cornice are 
each ~~rked by a srnall centered l~beled bay which extends fro~ the hip roof. 
Tr~ double side- entry doors have nine lights each. First-floor wjndows are 
flat arched with gauged brick and limes~~ne lceystone3. A pair of double- hung 
windows with a star-patterned tra.."\som ! s found at the secor.<!-story level. 

rne south elevation fea tures a three-bay projection similar to that o~ the 
north elevation, but .without an entry door . Also la~kin~ are tha ganged brick 
flat arches and l ici!stone \eystones on al1 the windows along with the quoins 
on the centr al projection. 

Noteworthy d etails of the interior include brightly colored, patterned c eruic 
floor .tiles, marble -~ainscottinq and pressed tin c eilings in an ornamental de­
signs. Only ininor interior al.terations bave tal<:en place in t he s tructure. 

As the lllOSt archi tet.:turallyandpolitical'ly ~tant str<.~cture in the cou:-.ty, 
the Cleveland County Courthoure is a . sign.i.ficant historical atructu.re . 

, .. !1' ~ ,. 

-<.' 

~ SiGNlPiCAKCE 
! > ·­
\... 

ftEII IOO 

-'~IHI$;01\:t 

_l400· 1'it 

_I!I00-16tt 

_leo<l· IUi 

_1700-IIH 

-11Y'A· IIt9 

..Jl~ 

AREAS OF S C.lftf 

-Aft~'!O\.t,K,'f ' "l>t!SfO"'IC 

• ..A~Cht0l0G1-H!$T()OIIC 

-AG~:cu~~IU 

XA~C ... liCTUftt 

-.A•t 

-'.O'AI£~1:1 

-COOol~t' '"'U.l'IOI<S 

SPC:CIF IC: OATES 191]. 

S~AT<MEI>l OF St GNIFICANC~ 

-COio!~U"'n 

-C\lClU~IAT~ 

--EtC-.CM1C"$ 

- (0<.:0. T>OOt 

-IN<li!tUr.IO< 

_ •• , .. o,.... 'l<l" 
_lND\l£'" 

_llf>f,.no'l 

au· .· 

1-. 

'the largest nu:c.ber ot -arclli l2Ct\.l:-a · 
are the courtOOuses sco~t.te.~e<l ever 
structural syrk1 ol: J>.::-ertcan r.o·rc r 
Cftnter of l e>.:a l l)OH.Hcal a<.."t.ivi~y . 
in the county, the c.:;urtho·.tso is a 
who fir~~ed L"\d ~xe use o f i~ f 

l 
) . 
I 

I 
l 

Cleveland County, located in 5out 
elt:va tion o f th~ county is allllOst 
courity, tha ~:a:jor industry i s !.=~ 

Clcvel~"\d County ~as crea ted in 1 
construct!~ £ra, boundaries !or r 

The dominance of Re:_xJblican i nH-.~ 
namo.."<i Dor lley in honor o~ Stl'lphen \. 
vho entered con<)rc3s that year. ':" 
a building constructed to sQZ'Ve a 

On H.:l.rch 5, 1 Sa 5, Dorse~)"43 :::o~-,;. 

Grover Cleve l a."¥1.· Portions of :..ir 
were integratod in t he nov cOllllty . 

In 1889 the Toledo courth~~1 L"\d 
devolo~d a ~tronq ~vccent t o DOV 

which woald bd llOre de!liral:.le. ~ 
but the outco:o vas inc!eciaivc . : 
Rison W.lS chosen as the nov cc-.;.r.ty 
ed at a cost o! sa, ooo. 

In 1911 the present Clevel~"\d ~"\ 
·$65_, 000. The archit:acturally slq.;. 
brick constru~tion. 'rho buil.!~q 
100' by 70'. Oistinquishinq !M:\:. 

d enticulated cornic.aa , Tuscan pila 
windows. Risinq trcn the ce..~ttlr • 
uiehinq feature, An octaqoMl d.-

. .,. . __ ...... 
r. 



~HECK C~f 

:.-O• IGIIIAI. SITl 

_,OV!O O DATL---

hYSt\:.'l A i'f'f.A il-\~jC E 

Cleve~and County C~Jrtt.?Use 
~cnt. B.:lsica.ll:t re~qular in 

hip roof of t i le c~posicion. 
by quoin3 . A d ent i culated 

ndovs ere doubl~hunq sa~h 
e water tabl e 2r~irc le~ the 

s a t•.~enty-foot !Ugh clock 
.e tcr.-er t:tilizes ,uched lou­
ed cornice above, supported by 
ca.pped b"J a soa..ll cupola with 

7 a -three -boy wide , t wo e t ory 
and denti~~lated cc~nice . · 

Four Tusc~~ bric k pilas(!rs 
ry wir.dOM"s are cou!:le- hung 

'ee- £ectio:ted transCAn .. First­
ture f lush l~stone k~Jstones, 
o ne-s tory flat r oofed port.ico. 

Other f eatures o : note on t he 
s and featur~ a tra;"tsor; r e peat-

s and denti~~lated cornic e are 
ch extends f r= the t.ip r oof . 
lch. First- fl oor '>~i ndo"'s a re 
s tone:.; A pair o f d-;:uble-hunq 
,a t the aeconc!- s cocy l evel. 

d on suular to t hat· ,;; t he 
so la.;ltinq are t .ha gaag.,d bri ck 
.wird011s along with the quoins 

tly col.ored, patterned c eramic 
ceilings i.n an o rnamenta l d e ­

lten place in the structure . 

tant structur e 1n the COU."lty, 
't historical Strllct\.\r e . 

l 

I 
1 

I· I 
) 

{.-
.· 

~ C::i" '" ,,~~ !("'., ~e.~c·· · .... o~\. ~ ... s· ... 1~1·~ ~ 

,_ 
P'ER IOO AR£/,S OF S 'GNlf K:ANCE - CH~CK A :-.1 0 J US TIFY S El O'It 

_,AfH I S TO~ I C 

-"00· ,4 9!: 
_1500-1591 

_ !600· 169i 

_ 1700· 1 799 

_1800· 1891 

..)liQO. 

-AJit ,tot!UUJC.iY ,.~ E H:STOi\IC 

J OC" f OLOGY · HIS TQ fi:C 

_AGihCULTU ~ E 

{:9rtHITfCTUP.E 

_.-A •f 

_ r.QO.IME•Cf 

_CQMM'J~ C.1iOH5 

_COMt.I Uit.TY PlA~NihQ 

_Cb:'of ~ £" 'tAn~. 

_fCO><O"'i<S 

-fOVC<\TiON 

_ £NGI .. £~1't "'C 

_[)(,i.O!I.t.n O ... ~i'fTUMENT 

_lNOUST" Y 

-U'NO SGA1' 1. AUQ.f"';ECTl.lf':_:l: 

_ L.<W 

_ .lfi E• Ar ... ~l 

-"' ' UT~fiY 

-M\J S:C 

- "')'<CSO .... Y 
~tf1C:S. -oovtn-.s.a~Mr 

_,_~u.at-ON 

- S.UINCf 

-SCVtl'lUI!i 

- ..ooAV I<'JII.A ... TAftU\ '1 

_T!-rf,O?U 

_r PAPt'5f<Of\TA'fJ:)N 

_()'lt<(R ISI'!:t.lf'JI 

_JfilfV(N.Tl:l"'i 

> ' 

SPECIF IC DATES 1911 8UILO!:RI ARCH !TECT' 
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SiATiOMWT OF S!G.:-< !F!CAI'lCE ,,, 

The ·l~e!lt nl.l!!:be r of arc !1ito:x: tu:rally s i qnificant pubEc build.~.nqs i n ArkA:tS'~ -
a r e the co~rthcuscs scatce r ed c~r t he s t ate's Qeventy-fi ve count ies . A '\~ 
s t ruc t ural G~m.bc- l ot I>=:eric a n -;over n.'lent, ':he C<>'.mty ccu.::t hou<;e serve s 1111 the \ ' 
c ent er of l o-::al roli t.'. c a i activit.y. O! t e n t ile la=-ge.<~ t and I!'OS'C c o s t;_y building3 ' (\\, 
in t he c oun t y , t he c=rcito~se i s alnost a 1!.-ays a source of p r ide to t ll!l c i tiZ!lU3 : ~ 
who financ ed and 1!\.lkc u s e o f i t3 f:::~cili t e s . Jl 
Clevela nd County , l ocat:cd !.n southeast A=k:msas , c:mcP.rs 534 square r ..ile s . The f 
eltva tion o f th~ coun ty is a~~sc rntirc ly t~lo~ 250 f eet . Pr~rily a ~al · 
c ou.'l.t y , t he 10.ajcr in.:lustry is !.o.;:::beri'?'L. a~ ..-.>ed ;:.ro<!uct .:; . 

Cleveland County w-1s c rclt<':! i:1 l ;l7 3 a t a t L-::.! ~·'>en, nc= t:1a €'~d of the Re­
G:ons tructi?.n i; ra , · boundi:.ries for n i ne r.e v ·Arkln5as c cuntie3 \..·~re dra~."'i1 . 

The tlcnina.nce of P.:!,?~blican i:-~l!.li!.ri.ce at the ti.::~ 'r (!'~Uited in th~ cct:.nty l~in1:r 
naz;:ed Dorse y l. n honor of Stc<>~= W. D-Jr scy , a ? ·;:;;::>lie an sarut:or frc:!l A.':rt.."lml<tS 
t.tho e ntered cony r~.ss t:..,3t Y·..!lZ . ':~~~ c<Janty !:;::.tt. ~.:as e:Jtabli~11ed .J. t ·rolOOo a ... 'ld 
a b"Jild ing c onstructed t o sc.r.,.:! as t he c ourt.!'.?u-:..: . 

On March 5 , l 88 5 , Dorscy_w::ls r en.;r;!ed b y a n A;;: t of the Co:!ncral Assero.bly i r, hor.or ot. 
Grover Cleveland . Por t ions of L~~oln , J efferson , ~~l:~s , and ~radloy co~tl~3 
vere i ntegrated in t he nc• c ount y . 

In 188 9 t he Toledo court.'lo :.. ~ '! and t he r ecor ds within burned. Ai: o:-~ca t '1c.r 
deve l oped a strong mov~~nt t~ ~ve the county s~t to a diffu=c.~t locati on 
which would be = re d e!lirable . ;,,,.l e lection \US held t:o d.;ti!.nur•.:.. 'l.'te r.sw l oc.:.tio:'l, 
but the outco.~ was i ntlecisive. .In a !'ll.lcond election r,e l d en ;,,_.<;us:: 17. l c::h, 
Rison was c hosen a s t he new c c:mt:y seat . .In 1692 a f raze court~u·~ w.l& c••r.u~-.l-':o,;­
ed a t a cost o f $8,000 . 

I n 1911 the ·pres ent Cle veland Coo:1nty Cc<.~r thousc - • constru;:'~w e. t: a c oat; o f 
·$65, 000. The architecturnllr signif icant st.r.lcturQ i3 t ;..u-stcri-1& hi<Jh a •d ot 
hr i c lt construction . The lnil.:!1.r.g i :; .bdaic<1ll y rocta.ngulor in ,;r.:J.p-e ar.::l ~· '· !•-... raa 
100' by 70'. Oistinqu.i shir.g f'...aturc :; ot tha £::XUct;ura ·i;x:lude la ick q>JoinJ, 
denticu l ated c or nice s , 'I\l s c a.n pilasters And l~sconc koy-ator.os o n f ir.,t .. ·f~o.;~r • 
windows. Ris i ng f rom t he ceJ't~r cot the h.:.p r oof is t.h~ etru...'"t:c::os ~rc; t di~t.ir.q­
uishing f eature, an octagonal. cos~ whic h reaches t-.ron~l!' ! aa t abo".;e t he . rool .l.l.M . 
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CONTINUATION SHH:T ITEM NUMBER 8 . PAGE 1 

Constructed in 1911. the Cleveland County courthouse is the county's ~st 
architectural~¥ significant building. This c~~ined with the building's 
political signific~nce make the courthouse the most significant structure 
Cleveland County. 
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A Stl t".'fl'/ of i'~;.;.'\J\1!.\S CC\l>:thou!ie~-~ co;"Cpilru by thd NatioMl s~clety c:f Colonial 
----p-~-;-c;~ JI.:Jerica i.n the .'3tate of Jl.r~~t, !irs . W.G. }t.::t'on:tld, chal.rperson, 

Bi8tod.co1l 1\.ctivities c~'llitte'!. l\:iums.ts ROOU! , Little 1\oclt Puhlia Libr.:sl:)'. 
Herndon. t;alla!l. C<:!n tennial ~.::X of ~.rk~. Little Ro<:lt: S.J. Clarke 

Publishing i:CD!pany. 1 922 . 
Works ~roject: hllr- '.nistration "Cleveland County". 1~41 Archives Arkansas Hiatory 
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Lr.;TAL[STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COl.'NTY II CI'.JN~,!.RIES 

STAT£ cqoE COU!'ITY CG-.:>1 

STATE CODE CCUNl"' COO£ 

.i FORM PREPARED BY 

. ! 

N.AU E I TITlE Sandra Taylor, His torian 

ORGAN17.A T IO~ OAH 

Arkansas Historic Pre3erva tion Progra~ 9-14-76 
S T~F.ET 6 " UMBER TELEr .. Ot.£ 

300 West Mark.'um t · • •1 (5011 371-163') 
CITY M TOWN SU.Tl 

Arkansas Little Pnck ~ 

f,TA TE IDSTORIC PRESERVA TIO~ OFFICER C£.RT1FICA TION 
· - -THE CVALUATEO SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY V.ITHIN THE Sl'ATE tS ·_/ 

NATIONAL_ STATE_ . LOCAl~ " ;-, .. 

As ttl• deStgNted State HIStone ireserv"itiOnOfficer for the Nat>O<'IM H!;ltO<o<: Pretarvat!On Act of 1 95~ {Pubi.C-Lew a9·8651. 1 
hereby nominate th1s property for indus..._, .n the Na\lon41 Rog•st"" al'd cenrfy that il hu lle<tn evaluated acc:o<d'"; to the 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name 
Cleveland County Courthouse 

County, State 
Cleveland, 
Arkansas 

Reference Number 
77000248 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

___x_ Nomination Form (Copies from SHPO and microfiche 

present) 

_Photographs 

_USGS Map 



WASO Form· 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

c \f,\ltW ~~ C.wr\l.w L,~ 
d~\Je~V\( e 0. I A-12-

0 resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: 0 sample 

Reviewer's comments: 

0 request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. location 

3. Classification 

Oappeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. location of legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Working No. --------------
Fed. Reg. Date: ______ _ 
Date Due: 
Action: __ ACCEPT ---i"'+/_'1-ll/c....:7_1.___ __ _ 

__ RETURN 
__ REJECT _______ _ 

Federal Agency : ____ _ 

0 N R decision 

Recom./Criteria ------------------­
Reviewer----------------
Discipline ______________ _ 
Date ________________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 

0 moved date---------



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
D context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

DMaps 
D Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------------------

Signed _________________ _ 
Date------------ Phone :------------

GPO 918 ·4 50 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Form No. 10-301a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

~~ 
,..., 

APR 11 1977 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONALPARKSER~CE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS 0$-= ONt;Y 

ATE~NTERE~ 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC 

Cleveland County Courthouse 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN __ VICINITY OF 

Rison 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Sandra Taylor 

NEGATIVE FILED AT AHPP 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

East Elevation , viewed from the northeast 

COUNTY 
Cleveland 

DATE OF PHOTO 

July, 1976 

11~~ 

PHOTO NO. 

2 

INT : 2983-75 
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t<JE:. sf c-I c_ o 11 -1; ,')/;. J / t,J ,; _, >r l I: ~// int toes r-
C oc APR 11 1977 

PROP[.~ry OF THE NAT:Ot~U REGiSTER 
Form No. 10-301a 
(Rev. 10-741 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY < 

RECEIVE[) ~rij ·i\~' ~7o 
AJEmJ!~,,,,, ~'b:mt~c'):. 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC Cleveland County Courthouse 

AND/ OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Rison __ VICINITY OF 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Sandra Taylor 

NEGATIVE FILED AT AHPP 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

West Elevation, viewed from the west 

COUNTY Cleveland STATE 

DATE OF PHOTO July, 1976 

PHOTO NO. 
4 

INT : 2983-75 

Ark. 







Form No. 10-301 
lRev. 10-74) 

uNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE All ENTRIES-- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

Cleveland County Courthouse 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJ LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Rison _VICINITY OF COUNTY Cleveland STATE Ark. 

II MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE United States Geological Survey 

SCALE 1:24000 

0 REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

LPROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

DATE 1970 

INT: 2986-75 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

) R I s 

Mapped , edited, and publis hed by t he Geo logical Survey 

Control by USGS and USC&GS 

Topography by photogrammetric methods f rom ae ria l 

·photographs taken 1968. Field checked 1970 

Polyconic projec t ion. 1927 North American datum 

10,000 -foo t grid based on Arkansas coordinate system, south zo ne 

1000-me ter Un iversa l Tran sverse M erca to r gr id t icks , 

zone 15, show n in blue 

F ine red dashed lines indica te selected fence an d field lines wh ere 
generally vi si ble on aer ia l photographs . This information is unch ec ked 
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Cleveland County Courthouse 
Rison, Arkansas 

Reference 
575 350 I 3757 7 3 0 

'-- ·., r' 

1000 0 
a::::::ELH 

SCALE 124 000 

1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 

CO NTOUR INT ER VAL 10 FEET 
DOTTED LINES REP RESENT 5-FOOT CON TO U RS 

DATU M IS M EA N SEA L EVEL 

6000 7000 FEET 

THIS I~AP COMPLIES WIT H NATIONAL MA P ACCURACY STANDARDS 

FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOG ICAL SURVEY, DE NVER, COLORADO 80225. OR WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242 
AND BY THE ARKANSAS GEOLOGICAL COMMISSION, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 

A FOLDER DESCRIBING TO POGRA PH IC MAPS AND SYMBO LS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
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NATIONAL: 
REGISTBR 

RISON QUADRANGLE 
ARKANSAS-CLEVELAND CO. 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 

ROAD CLASSIFI CATION 

Primary highway, al l weather, Light·duty road , al l weather, 
hard surface. ---- improved surface .. 

Qdary highway, all weather , Unimproved road, fair or dry 
urface weather ========= 

Ou S. Route Q state Route 

RISON, ARK. 
N 3352.5- W9207 .5/7 .5 

1970 

AMS 755! J NW - SERIES V88 4 

'30'1 



LITTLE ROc::_, 1\!.nJ.\: ;s AS 7:2201 
TELEPHOX E - 561 3/l-1539 

PROPERTY OWNER'S APPROVAL 

I, 

own~r 

loc.::ted at 

I he reby acknmvledge that I have been fully informed and 
understand the significance of having the aforementioned 
property placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

I her eby a pprove the inclusion of the aforementioned 
property on the Na tional Register of Historic Places. 

O':mer / / / 7 
/ -

Date 

\_ 


