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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Located two-tenths of a mile from the center of town, Northfield Center Cemetery comprises 7.64 acres 
and contains approximately 1,700 gravestones and monuments as well as two holding vaults (receiving 
tombs) that are no longer used. Among the stones are fine examples of the art of pre-industrial gravestone 
carving. Generally running north south along a high bluff, the oblong and irregularly shaped cemetery lies 
parallel to and west of the Vermont Railroad tracks at the westem terminus of Parker Avenue. The 
cemetery is well separated from the tracks by a ditch and a low bank. A steep bluff overlooking the Great 
Meadow (Connecticut River flood plain) forms the west and south boundary of the cemetery. The 
Connecticut River lies in the distance. 

Well maintained by the town, the grounds are generally covered with grass. Except for the section of the 
cemetery near the railroad (east), the perimeter is lined with mature maple, oak, pine, larch, and butternut 
trees. Four large cedar trees are within the grounds. Several large stumps bear witness to trees that have 
been lost, probably in the hurricane of 1938. Granite fence posts line the east and west borders of the 
cemetery. The wooden picket fencing that once connected the posts is no longer present. 

The cemetery has four main sections known as the east section, the center section, the north section, and 
Moody Cemetery, which is to the south (see plan A) and is included in this nomination. The entrance to 
the cemetery is located at the south end of the east section, near the junction with Moody Cemetery 
(photo 1). There is no gate or signage marking the cemetery entrance. A narrow paved road, which 
roughly encircles the central section of the burying ground as an elongated oval path, measures 0.3 miles 
in overall length. 

The central section holds an estimated 1,000 stones including 32 monuments. The earliest stones in the 
cemetery lie in the middle third of this section. They include 125 18* century carved tablets of sandstone, 
granite, schist, and slate. There is also one slate table stone. Forty-five VFW flags mark the graves of 
veterans going back to Colonial times. There are many gaps between stones in the middle third of the 
center section, suggesting the possibility of lost markers or graves that were originally unmarked. Early 
stones may have been removed when later generations erected monuments to record the burials of the 
entire family. Recently for example, the 1795 stone of Eleazar Stratton (carved by Ebenezer Janes) was 
discovered in a dooryard and retumed to the burying ground. The stone had been pulled out when 
Eleazer's grandson. Dr. Charles Stratton. erected a nine-foot tall marble monument to himself before he 
died in 1869. The monument includes the names of Charles Stratton's parents and grandparents. 

Fine examples of pre-industrial gravestone carving survive in the center section of the cemetery. 
Zechariah Field's schist stone dated 1746 (photo 5) displays scroll borders and the winged "soul effigy" 
with a round face and down-tumed mouth. This carving is typical of a Merrimack Valley carver whose 
name remains to be discovered. The double slate headstone (photo 6) for Azariah Wright and his wife 
Elizabeth, both of whom died in 1772, is carved with the shallow incised winged effigies that are 

(continued) 
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characteristic of the Soule family of carvers. A pair of marble headstones (photo 7) for Rev. John 
Hubbard (d. 1794) and his wife Anna (d. 1795) each have portrait figures in shallow relief that were 
probably carved by Solomon Ashley of Deerfield. Miriam Wright's sandstone marker (photo 8) bears the 
earliest readable death date (1726) in the cemetery. The winged and crowned soul effigy displays the 
death's head, but without the teeth that would be expected on a stone carved in 1726. The Miriam Wright 
headstone, an example of backdating, was probably carved at the Phelps shop in Northampton in the 
1750s. The lettering and the crown are similar to the stone carved for her father Eliezer Wright, who died 
in 1753 at the age of 85. An extraordinary baroque sandstone carving (photo 9) marks the grave of Lieut. 
Joshua Lyman (d.l777). Carved in high relief by Nathaniel Phelps, it displays ums, flowers, and a winged 
effigy with a royal crown. The 1736 schist marker of Stephen Belding (photo 10) displays only lettering 
carved into an arched, rough-faced stone. 

Sarah Janes (photo 11) died "in childbed" in 1766. Her husband, the famed carver Ebenezer Janes, carved 
her stone with graceful wings, sometimes called fishtail, attached to a simple face with a scalloped outline 
around the jaw. A later Ebenezer Janes' carving is represented by the 1789 slate headstone of Elisabeth 
Stratton (photo 12). hi her stone, the wings attach at the neck, stars rise above the wings, and the border of 
grapevines is stylized. Li the 1790s, Janes began to carve portrait stones. Among the best of these is the 
1795 slate stone of Col. Phineas Wright. The portrait, carved in a shield-shaped niche, is a bust with a fine 
wig curled up at the sides. An elaborate grapevine forms the border. An example of a woman's portrait is 
the 1801 stone for Eunice Lvman. Here Janes carved a smooth oval face and a stylized cap that ties under 
the chin. The vine border is less elaborate than that seen on the Phineas Wright stone. 

Among the 32 monuments in the central section of the cemetery are the Stratton Monument, described 
previously, and the Allen Family Monument, which is probably the most elegant in the cemetery (shown 
on the right in photo 2). Rising from a pedestal to approximately 15', the marble column is entwined with 
acanthus leaves and vines, and bears an um at the top. Seven members of the Allen family are 
memorialized in this monument, which was probably erected by Samuel C. Allen before he died inl860. 
His name holds the honored spot on the west face. Another prominent monument in the center section is 
that of the Belding Family (photo 3). Made of marble and rising to approximately 12', it features a 
pedestal supporting a tapered and fluted column surmounted by a draped um. 

The one table stone in the center section memorializes Capt. Samuel Hunt, who died in 1770. Resting on 
three granite piers, it is a slate slab measuring 82" long by 36" wide by nearly 7"thick. Made by the Park 
family of Groton, the carving includes a vine and a rather smug-looking portrait bust in a niche flanked by 
a coffin on the right and an hourglass on the left. An important recent stone that stands in the center 
section is a 1995 replica of the gravestone of Northfield's first minister, Benjamin Doolittle. who died in 
1748. It is a slate tablet with 22 lines of text, a border of vines, and a winged face surmounted by the 
words "Memento Nem (photo 18), which appears to be a misreading of the original "Memento Mori" 
(photo 17). 

(continued) 
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The east section, which is nearest the railroad, contains approximately 450 stones, most of which date to 
the 19* century. Among them are several carved slates dating to the early 1800s and twenty tall 19* 
century monuments. There are also a few 20* century monuments, two 18* century stones, and 22 VFW 
flags. The two vaults in the cemetery stand at either end of the east section - one near the cemetery 
entrance and the other between the east section and the north section, which was once a secondary 
entrance that may have led from a former railroad station. The vaults have iron doors set into a sod-roofed 
rock and concrete stmcture. A pediment over the door of the vault at the north end bears the date of 1838. 

A particularly beautiful early-19* century marker in the east section is a marble headstone for William F. 
Dickinson, a twin who died at age 4 months and 17 days. Carved by Alpheus Longley (1785-1857) of 
Hatfield, MA, it features a graceful um topped by a cross surrounded by vines and rosettes. A particularly 
poignant row of slate stones (photo 14) carved for the Lyman family by Samuel Chapin also stand in the 
east secfion. The stones for Aaron (d.l841) and his wife Cynthia Lyman (d. 1839) both feature fine um 
and willow designs, a stippled background, and square border. Standing next to Aaron and Cynthia are 
the stones of their three sons, who all died in September of 1822, and a daughter who died in 1830. All 
four stones display the charming floral design that Chapin favored for children. 

Among the 19* century monuments in the east section, perhaps the most interesting is that for the Purple 
Family (seen on the right in photo 1). Made of marble, it is a broken fluted column that rises to a height of 
ten feet four inches, and stands near the cemetery entrance. The names of husband and wife Samuel B 
and Jane A. Purple, who both died in 1857, are carved on a shield decorated with roses on the south face 
of the base. Markers of the 20* century that are found in the east section are typically long, low, wedge-
shaped granite slabs with names on the polished surface. A representative example is the polished pink 
granite marker for husband and wife Waldo H. Stebbins (d. 1952) and Isabel N. Fiansburgh (d. 1935). 

The small north section has burials dating from 1901 to 2002. Triangular in shape, it contains 123 stones 
that are generally granite markers similar to those described above. Twelve VFW flags commemorate 
Civil War veterans who died in the 20* century. 

The section known as Moody Cemetery is roughly triangular in shape and dates to 1896, when Dwight 
Moody laid it out at the time of his mother's death. It now contains 136 stones, about two dozen of which 
mark the graves of the Moody family whose death dates range froml896 to 1993. Two granite scrolls 
mounted on a single base mark the graves of Dwight L. Moody's parents Betsey and Edwin Moody 
(photo 16). Edwin died in 1841, leaving his widow and young children. His epitaph reads "Leave thy 
fatherless children, I will preserve them alive." Betsey Moody's epitaph reads: "She hath done what she 
could." Most of the remaining stones in the Moody section mark the graves of those related to the 
Moodys by marriage, and date from 1900 to 2002. Eight VFW flags mark the graves of World Wars I and 
II veterans. Bordering the Moody section, along the south on axis with the entry, is a row of east-west 
mnning lots that include two obelisks. The rather chunky Minot Family monument is a granite obelisk 
that stands directly left of the enfrance, almost on the sod roof of the south vault. Minot burials marked by 
it range from 1865 to 1941. 

(continued) 
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In general, the condition of the gravestones is good, though many are sunken or leaning and a few of the 
earlier markers, particularly those made of marble, have become illegible due to weathering. Many 
gravestones have recently been cleaned. It is hoped that funds can be made available for resetting toppled 
stones, and for consolidation and repair of damaged stones. 

Archaeological Description 

While no ancient Native American sites are identified in the cemetery, sites may be present. Twelve sites 
have been recorded in the general area (within one mile), including several sites in similar locations. 
Environmental characteristics of the cemetery represent locational criteria (slope, soil drainage, proximity 
to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native American sites. The cemetery occupies a well 
drained, level to moderately sloping north-south-oriented bluff that overlooks the Great Meadow 
floodplain of the Connecticut River. The river is presently located over 2,000 feet west of the cemetery; 
however, in the past it may have meandered to a point immediately below the cemetery. An unnamed 
pond and wetland is also located within 1,000 feet of the cemetery. Given the above information, the size 
of the cemetery (7.64 acres), and excavation of over 1,500 graves, a moderate potential exists for locating 
significant ancient Native American resources in the cemetery. 

A high potential exists for the recovery of historic archaeological resources in the Northfield Center 
Cemetery. Additional historic research combined with archaeological survey and testing may locate 
unmarked graves throughout the cemetery. In several areas, especially near older graves, gaps between 
known burials suggest the presence of lost markers or unmarked graves. Instances have been documented 
where individual gravestones were removed in family burial areas when larger monuments were erected. 
Some graves may have been marked with wooden markers that have since deteriorated. Paupers, 
unknown persons and other indigent persons may have been buried in intentionally unmarked graves. 
Paupers and unknown persons may have also been buried in peripheral areas that changed through time. 
Unmarked and marked graves may contain sfratigraphic evidence of a burial shaft, a casket, human 
remains, and personal/funerary related artifacts. Some graves might be commemorative and contain a 
gravestone only. Graves may also contain multiple interments. Gravestones, footstones, and artifacts 
related to memorial offerings may also be present in the cemetery. Post-holes and stmctural evidence 
from gates, walls, and other boundary markers may also exist in the cemetery. 

(end) 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In continuous use since 1686, Center Cemetery was Northfield's first burying ground. The earliest of six 
extant cemeteries in Northfield, it holds associations with the history and development of the town and is 
the final resting place for many of its citizens. The cemetery includes many notable features, including its 
two vaults and a number of well-articulated examples of the carver's art displaying a variety of memorial 
motifs. A fine collection of stones carved by Northfield native Ebenezer Janes are among the cemetery's 
most significant resources . The cemetery retains integrity of location, setting, materials, design, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. It is eligible for the National Register under Criterion A and C at 
the local level, and fulfills Criteria Consideration D for cemeteries with distinctive design features. 

History and Notable Burials ^ # ^ \ ' ' * * 

The town of Northfield is the northernmost Massachusetts municipality in the Connecticut River Valley. 
The river bisects and extends the length of the town. Initial settlement occurred in 1671, but was short­
lived due to King Philip's War. Colonists attempted settlement a second time in 1685, when the land for 
the present cemetery was set aside. According to legend, the site was selected because the bones of Sgt. 
Samuel Wright, a local military leader who had been killed in 1675 during King Philip's War, were 
discovered there and interred on the spot. This second settlement was abandoned in 1689 due to King 
William's War. 

Permanent settlement dates from 1714 when the town was incorporated. Among the settlers were Sarah 
Mattoon and Zechariah Field. Field rescued Mattoon, who had been captured by Native Americans. The 
two were soon married, and Field, who became a prominent resident of Northfield, is buried in Center 
Cemetery (photo 5). Both families are well represented in the cemetery, which contains the graves of 80 
Mattoons and 150 Fields. Many descendants and relatives of Samuel Wright are also buried in Center 
Cemetery, which contains 52 known Wright graves, ten dating to the 18* century. 

Settlement of Northfield proceeded slowly. By 1718, the colonial population stood at between 26 and 30 
families. It was not until the second half of the 18* century that the town showed signs of substantial 
growth. By 1765, Northfield had 60 dwelling houses and a population of 415. By 1776, the population 
stood at 580. 

The first minister of the town was Rev. Benjamin Doolittle (1695-1748), who arrived in 1718, and served 
until his death, not only as a tireless pastor but also as a physician. He is buried in Center Cemetery, but 
his original stone was moved to the First Parish Church for preservation. A replica made in 1995 to 
commemorate the 300* anniversary of his birth stands on Doolittle's grave in Center Cemetery (photo 
18). Rev. John Hubbard, who served until his death in 1794, followed Doolittle as minister. The author of 
a history of Northfield, he rests in Center Cemetery next to his wife Anna (photo7). 

(continued) 
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A significant 19* century Northfield family that is well represented in Center Cemetery is the Moody 
family for whom the south portion of the cemetery is named. The land was part of the cemetery from the 
beginning, but became the Moody family plot. The best-known member of the family is Dwight L. 
Moody (1837-1899). Bom in Northfield, Moody became an evangelical lay preacher who fraveled the 
country and abroad. He resettled in Northfield in 1875, opening Northfield Seminary for Young Ladies 
and Mount Hermon School for Boys (now combined as Northfield Mount Hermon School, a respected 
college preparatory boarding school). Moody was one of nine children bom to Edwin Moody and Betsey 
Holton. When Dwight was four, his mother was widowed and left impoverished. It is thought that Dwight 
Moody purchased his family plots at the time of his mother's death in 1896, placing markers to both of 
his parents in the center of the space. While many Moodys are buried throughout Center Cemetery, 
Dwight himself is buried on the Northfield Mount Hermon campus. 

The Center Cemetery is also the final resting place for the Steams family of architect-builders, to whom 
the town of Northfield owes much of its appearance. The family patriarchs were the brothers, Calvin and 
Samuel, who were carpenters in the early 1800s. A fine example of a house built by Calvin Steams is the 
General John Nevers House at 94 Main Sfreet (1810), now a bed and breakfast. Calvin's sons, George, 
Charles, Albert, and Edward built many of Northfield's Greek-Revival style houses. Good examples of 
their work include the Lane House at 33 Main Sfreet (1845), the Wright House at 5 Main Sfreet (1847), 
and the Callender House at 4 Main Sfreet (1846). All of these houses are included in the Main Sfreet 
National Register Disfrict (1982). 

Municipal reports indicate that the town has long maintained the cemetery. The first record of fencing for 
the cemetery dates to 1769, and was called a "Virginia Fence." In 1884 a "post and board fence" was 
installed. Town records show a vote to clean up the cemetery in 1769 and again in 1884. The railroad 
arrived in Northfield in 1840, with its fracks laid directly east of the cemetery. For approximately 100 
years there was a railroad station along the fracks near the cemetery. The station was moved to 
Bemardston to serve as a store in the 1940s, but the frains still whistle as they pass the Parker Avenue 
crossing. In 1900, a survey mapped and numbered over 500 cemetery lots that have recently been 
correlated with the exiting stones - a challenge because of the addition of modem monuments amidst the 
old family plots. 

The Stones and the Carvers 

While the land for the cemetery was set aside in the 17* century, the earliest legible stone is that of 
Miriam Wright who died in 1726 at the age of thirteen (photo 8). It is unlikely, however that the stone 
was carved at the time of her death or that it marks the earliest burial in the cemetery. Obvious gaps 
between the early markers in the cenfral section of the cemetery suggest unmarked burials or graves that 
once had wooden markers. In the northem outposts of the Connecticut Valley, those who died before 
1770, with notable exceptions discussed below, rarely had stone markers. The cemetery contains 41 

(continued) 
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stones with death dates earlier than 1770, but it is likely that many of these were carved and placed later. 
Miriam Wright's sandstone marker dated 1726 is surely backdated, since the "winged face" or "soul 
effigy" depicted on it did not replace the earlier "death heads" or "winged skulls" until after 1740. It is 
probable that Miriam Wright's stone was carved in the Phelps shop in Northampton since the gravestone 
of her father, Eliezer Wright, who died in 1753, is known to have been carved there. 

The Phelps shop, which operated from the 1740s to the 1780s, was one of the most popular in Westem 
Massachusetts. The pafriarch, Nathaniel Phelps (1721-1789), along with his sons and apprentices, were 
responsible for more than a dozen grave markers, mostly sandstone, in Northfield Center Cemetery. One 
of their most unusual creations can be seen in the baroque carving displayed on the headstone of Joshua 
Lyman (photo 9). A soldier in the French and Indian War as well as a town officer, Lyman died in 1777. 
The early sandstones from the Phelps shop are among Center Cemetery's most significant historic 
resources. They reflect the fact that those who settled Northfield were prominent Connecticut River 
Valley families with good connections to the south and east, allowing them to procure stones from some 
distance away. 

A likely candidate for the earliest extant stone actually carved at the time of death is that of Stephen 
Belding (photo 10), who died in 1736. His rather crudely lettered stone, described in section 7, is an 
example of the work of Joseph Nash of Hadley, MA. Nash (1664-1740) is known for his lettered but 
otherwise undecorated schist markers of the 1720s and 1730s, of which there are examples in nearly all 
early burying grounds of the Connecticut River towns. 

The next grouping of stones in Northfield Center Cemetery date to the mid-18* century, and are best 
represented by the stone of Zechariah Field (photo 5), who died in 1746. This handsome stone is made of 
schist, a material that was common east of Northfield. The winged-face design reflects the carving styles 
seen nearer Boston, in Essex County and the Merrimac Valley. 

By the 1760s, nearly all the markers in the cemetery were carved in slate that was locally quarried, and 
regional carvers can be identified. One of these was Ebenezer Soule (1711-1792), who moved west from 
Plympton to the Massachusetts town of Barre in 1766. Soule and his sons became itinerant carvers who 
worked throughout the Connecticut River Valley. A great many of the stones attributed to them are back­
dated. One example is the stone for Rev. Doolittle, who died in 1748 (see section 7). Having the Soules 
on hand provided an opportunity to create permanent markers for a number of significant individuals 
whose graves had been inadequately memorialized. 

A local carver and native of Northfield is Ebenezer Janes (1736-1808), one of the most significant carvers 
represented in the cemetery. A direct descendant of Elder William Janes, one of Northfield 1670s 
settlers, Ebenezer took up gravestone carving in midlife. Northfield Center Cemetery is known for its fine 
collection of gravestones carved by Deacon Ebenezer Janes over a span of some forty years. His own 
gravestone of 1808 (carver not yet identified) is a stark, lettered, rectilinear stone that stands next to the 
stone he carved for his wife, Sarah, who died in childbirth in 1766 (photo 11). Her stone, one of the first 

(continued) 
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Janes is known to have carved, displays a winged angel head is similar to those carved by Noah Cushman 
(1745-1818). A Plympton carver, Cushman sold stones pre-carved with winged angel heads, but 
otherwise blank, to Ebenezer Soule with whom Janes may have frained. Through this indirect channel, 
Cushman may have inspired Janes's early work. Over the years, Janes developed his own style, which can 
be seen in the 1789 stone of Elisabeth Sfratton (photo 12) and in the stylized porfraits he carved between 
1790 and his death in 1808. 

Another carver who worked mainly in slate is Samuel Chapin (1792-1851), who lived in neighboring 
Bemardston, where the slate was quarried from West Mountain. Some of Northfield Center Cemetery's 
earliest examples of the um and willow design, which appeared ca. 1800, are carved by Chapin, as are the 
flower motifs he favored for children's stones (photo 14). Center Cemetery also includes a few rare 
examples of Chapin's work in marble, which can be seen in the headstones (photo 15) for Hezekiah 
Sfratton (d. 1825) and his wife Hannah (d. 1846). Hezekiah was a third generation descendant of one of 
Northfield's 1715 settlers, and Hannah was a fifth generation descendant of Samuel Wright, whose bones 
determined the location of the cemetery. # .s? 

Marble gravestones appeared at the end of the 18* century, when marble began to be quarried in many 
Vermont towns to the north. Among the marble markers in Northfield Center Cemetery are those by 
Solomon Ashley (1754-1823), the son of a Deerfield minister. Good examples of his work are the stones 
of Rev. John Hubbard and his wife Anna (photo 7). Standing side-by-side depicting stylized porfraits of 
the deceased, the stones date to 1794 and 1795 respectively. 

The cemetery today 

While the burial ground is active, there are only one or two burials a year. This is because the cemetery 
serves the descendants of those who purchased plots years ago. There are no lots available for sale. One 
of the more recent burials (2002j is that of Seth Field, a descendant of the earlier Seth Field, who was 
buried here in 1792. 

Archaeological Significance 

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Northfield are poorly understood, any surviving 
sites could be significant. Ancient sites in this area may confribute important information that documents 
Native American subsistence and settlement adaptations to a riverine environment, a unique opportunity 
within the state of Massachusetts. The Connecticut Valley temperate forest riverine environment differs 
from more eastem parts of the state that contain extensive coastal and lake resources. Ancient sites in this 
area offer an opportunity to study Native American adaptations in a riverine area not influenced by the 
presence of these resources. The analysis of human adaptation to a riverine environment may confribute 
important information on a variety of topics. The close proximity of the cemetery to the Connecticut 

(continued) 
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River may indicate the potential for recovering information related to Native fishery activities. Important 
mns of anadromous fish resources enabled the exploitation of significant densities of fishery resources 
during different seasons of the year. This analysis may confribute important information relating to the 
seasonal aspects of Native settlement and subsistence pattems used in the area. Ancient artifacts 
recovered in the cemetery may contribute important information in the study of ceramic and/or lithic 
technology and style, ancient pattems of local/regional exchange, and even levels of social organization 
during different periods of Native American history. The location of ancient sites in the cemetery locale 
and within the larger Connecticut River Valley riverine system may have enabled Native Americans in 
the area to participate within a regionally important north/south communication and exchange corridor 
during the ancient period. These networks may have facilitated the exchange of goods, people, and ideas 
indicated in cultural material such as ceramics, lithics, and features. 

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information relating to the 
evolution of the cemetery, mortuary art, and aspects of the social history and historical development of 
the town. Additional documentary research combined with archaeological survey and testing may 
confribute important evidence of changes related to individual and family burial pattems and changes to 
the overall boundaries of the cemetery. The identification of unmarked graves may alter known 
disfributions or pattems of burials and the overall boundaries of the cemetery. Archaeological evidence 
of post holes, walls, gates and other boundary related objects may also refine or change commonly 
accepted boundaries for the cemetery and its subdivisions. The first record of fencing for the cemetery 
dates to 1769 indicating the lack of formal boundaries for nearly 100 years before that date. Historic and 
archaeological evidence may identify changes in cemetery boundaries and burial pattems as they evolved 
from the 17* through 20* centuries. 

Unmarked graves may also identify the earliest date for burials in the cemetery. Archaeological research 
may help test the historical fact in local legends that say the cemetery was founded in 1685 on the basis of 
the discovery of the bones of Sgt. Samuel Wright, a local military leader killed at this location during 
King Philips War in 1675. Wright's bones were reportedly interred on the site where they were found. 
Wright's bones and local legend may also indicate the potential for locating other evidence of Colonial 
and Native American hostilities at this location. Prior to 1770, early graves were reported to lack 
markers, or bore only an ephemeral wooden post. As a result of oral fradition and a comparison of death 
dates with the stylistic attributes of stones, most early graves are reported to have backdated stones. It is 
unknown which stone was the earliest stone placed with a burial at the time of death or, which burial for 
certain is the earliest in the cemetery. Backdated stones might not be placed with the burials they 
represent or exactly at the head of the burial. After Sgt. Wright, the 1726 grave of Miriam Wright is the 
earliest death date in the cemetery. It is conjectured that the 1736 grave of Stephen Belding may contain 
the earliest actual contemporary stone. Archaeological research may be the only reliable source of 
evidence to date the earliest graves in the cemetery and determine the spatial relationship between actual 
burial shafts and stone placement. Since colonists were in Northfield prior to 1675, earlier burials dating 
to that period should not be discounted. 

(continued) 
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Existing gravestones and grave markers recovered from archaeological contexts may contribute important 
information related to the evolution of mortuary art and stone carvers from the 17* through 20* century 
periods. Gravestones in the cemetery are known to be the works of several important stone masons, 
especially from the earlier 18* century period. Motifs and text passages carved in stones can be an 
important source of religious and cultural information for various socio-economic and ethnic groups who 
lived in the town. 

Osteological studies of known and unmarked graves may confribute important information relating to the 
overall health and pathologies that affected the population in Northfield in over three centuries of 
settlement. Osteological studies may offer the most detailed insight into differences in health, stature, and 
sickness based on socio-economic status and ethnicity, and how these characteristics changed through 
time. 

" " (end) ' w * 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION  

Verbal Boundary Description 

The nominated property is the entire 7.64 parcel owned by the Town of Northfield and known as the 
Center Cemetery. It is located at the west end of Parker Street and is shown as parcels 2 and 4 on map no. 
24 block C on the Northfield Assessors Map dated January 1, 2000, which is included with this 
nomination. (Note: parcels 1 and 3, which abut the cemetery on the west as shown on the assessor's map, 
are not part of the cemetery and they do not belong to the town of Northfield. The parcels are on the slope 
of a bluff that descends to the Meadow Road.) 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated property is the entire parcel of land historically associated with Northfield's Center 
Cemetery. 

(end) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Center Cemetery 
Date: 2001 to 2004 

Photos 1-4 and 13 taken by Jean Kozlowski (negatives at Northfield Town Hall); photos 5-12 and 14-15 
taken by Marie Ferre (negatives and digital images in possession of Ferre) 

1. Cemetery entrance 
2. Row of Mattoon tablets in foreground; Allen Monument on the right 
3. Belding Monument as viewed from cemetery entrance 
4. Center Section of cemetery, looking northeast 
5. Zechariah Field Stone 
6. Azariah &Elizabeth Wright double headstone 
7. John & Anna Hubbard headstones 
8. Miriam Wright headstone 
9. Joshua Lyman headstone .j , „̂  
10. Stephen Belding headstone - .. t 
11. Ebenezer & Sarah Janes headstones ' 
12. Elisabeth Stratton headstone 
13. Southem half of the center section, looking southwest 
14. Center part of east section, looking east. Lyman family slates in foreground 
15. Center section, looking east. Hezekiah and Hannah Stratton stones in foreground 
16. Betsey and Edwin Moody double stone in Moody Cemetery 
17. Replica of Rev. Benjamin Doolittle headstone 
18. Rubbing of Doolittle's original headstone 



Northfield Center Cemetery, Northfield (Franklin Co.) MA 
District Data Sheet 

PlanB Historic Name Type Material Resource Date Status m Center Cemetery Cemetery N/A Si 1686 C 
Circulation System Roadway St C.1767 c 
Fence posts Granite St c.1884 c 
Vault (north) Vault Rock, iron 0 1838 c 
Vault (south) Vault Rock, iom 0 1838 c 

Allen Family Monument Marble 0 C.1860 c 2 
Belding Family Monument Marble 0 C.1862 c 3 

11 Belding, Stephen Headstone Schist 0 1736 c ' iî  
18 Dickinson, William Headstone Marble 0 1806 c 
8 Doolittle, Benjamin Headstone Slate o 1995 NC 17 
10 Field, Seth Headstone Slate 0 1792 c 

Field, Seth Hedstone Granite 0 2002 NC 
Field, Zechariah Headstone Schist 0 1746 C 5 

6 Hubbard, Anna Headstone Marble 0 1795 C 7 
6 Hubbard, John Headstone Marble o 1794 C f 
7 Hunt, Samuel Tablestone Granite/Slate 0 C.1770 C 
S Janes, Ebenezer Headstone Slate 0 1808 C 11 
S Janes, Sarah Headstone Slate o 1766 C 11 
17 Lyman, Cynthia Headstone Slate o 1839 c M 
17 Lyman, Cynthia (dau) Headstone Slate 0 1830 c ti 

Lyman, Eunice Headstone Slate o 1801 c 
14 Lyman, Joshua Headstone Sandstone o 1777 c 9 

Minot Family Obelisk Granite 0 1865-1941 c 
Moody, Betsey& Edwin Headstone Granite 0 1896 c m Nevers, John Headstone Marble o 1847 c 
Pomeroy, Mehitable Headstone Slate 0 1770 c 
Purple Family Monument Marble 0 1857 c 
Stebbins, Isabel Monument Granite o 1935 c 
Stratton, Charles Monument Marble 0 C.1869 c 

5 Stratton, Eleazar Headstone Slate 0 1789 c 
Stratton, Elisabeth Headstone Slate o 1789 c 11 

Stratton, Hannah Headstone Marble 0 1846 c IS 
Stratton, Hezekiah Headstone Marble 0 1825 c IS 
Streams, Calvin Monument ??? o C.1857 c 

12 Wright, Azariah and Eliza! Headstone Slate o 1772 c « 
13 Wright, Eliezer Headstone Sandstone 0 1753 c 
13 Wright, Miriam Headstone Sandstone 0 c. 1750s c i 

Wright, Phineas Headstone Slate 0 1795 c 
Objects are representative of cemetery population 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
September 28, 2004 

Ms. Carol Shuil 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shuil: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Northfield Center Cemetery, Northfield (Franklin), MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity 
to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Marie B. Ferre, Northfield Historical Commission 
Chad Glover, Board of Selectmen 
David Balk, Planning Board 
Jean Kozlowski 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www. state.ma.us/sec/mhc 




