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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Moffat Railroad Station is located on the northeast corner of 15th and 
Basset Street. The overall impression of the style is one of exaggerated 
neoclassic. The main station building is a square, one story, red brick 
building with three identical facades facing northwest, southwest, and 
southeast. Extending from the northeast side of the building is a loading 
dockK and freight warehouse. The three facades are s^Setrical and are 
divided into three bays. The two end bays have one square window and 
the central bay has large round arched entrances. These entrances are 
now closed up with only a small door for access to the interior. An 
early photo of the building reveals that there were large double doors 
in the lower half of the archways, with glass in the upper portion.

The windows and doors have a quoin motif of light colored brick wiulwit 
provides a sharp color contrast to the red brick body of the building. The 
roof is flat with a cornice, some distance below the top, with oversize 
dentil decoration.

The most unusual feature of building is the large globes with encircling 
bands that are located along the edge of the roof at the corners of the 
end bays. They are stone and are painted green.

With the exception of the alteration of the doors, the building remains 
virtually unchanged from the days of its use with the historically 
significant Moffat Line.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Moffat station lies in its association with the 
Denver Northwestern and Pacific railroad line (the Moffat Line) across 
the Continental Divide. In addition, it is the only remaining building 
in Denver with any direct association with David Moffat an important 
financier with interests i£ both mining and railroad lines.

The Denver Pacific Co was incorporated in 1867 with Moffat a leading 
figure in the organization. It>^s line built from Cheyenne Wyoming Beached 
Denver in 1870, and the first engine to run on that line was named the 
David Moffat. The importance of this line is that ensured Denver would 
become a major population center and not just remain a mere village 
bypassed by all the railroad routes. As J.C. Smiley in his History of 
Denver notes (p. 832) , it was MoffatJs name and personality that was 
conspicuously identified with the growth of Denver and the State.

In 1902, the Denver Northwest and Pacific Railroad was incorporated. 
Moffat served as its president until 1911 when he died. Work was begun 
on constructing the line across the continental divide by means of 11,680 
ft Rollins.Pass and then on to Salt Lake City. In addition to providing; 
a shorter route to Salt Lake City as well as opening up the northwestern 
portion of the state for new growth and development, it provided Denver 
for the first time with a direct freight and passenger connection to the 
east^and west coast. Moffat's ultimate dream was a tunnel under the 
continental divide, a dream which did not come to pass until February 1928 
when the Moffat tunnel, the main route of the Denver and Rio Grande RR 
was put in service.

The Moffat station served as the main terminus for this important line. 
In addition, it was a popular starting place for tourist trains which 
went as far as Tolland. In the summer of 1905, the line ran a commuter 
train for summer residents who lived in Tolland.

The Station Building, its freight platform and warehouse are endangered 
by a proposed "new Town" development by Burlington-Northem Railroad 
company. They are in the process of developing plans for a new residential- 
light industrial development and park area between the Unin Station and 
the Platte River. The Moffat station is located in this area. For now, 
however, the Moffat stands as a monument to a man who wSs a tremendous 
figure in the development of Denver, and to a railroad line which had 
a significant role in the growth of Denver as an important center.
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