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The Meeting House Gormon District covers approximately 20 acres i nt hecenter of Lynn-
field and contains 14 buildings and 2 cemeteries. The district i sconposed of religious,
commercial, cultural andresidential structures surrounding thetown common and form ng

an approach tothecomon t ot hewest along Main Street. The district i ssituated i n a
quiet setting, with thestructures set back fromthestreet and shaded by abundant trees.
Most of thebuildings date fromthenineteenth century, although there arean early

ei ghteenth century meeting house, a twentieth century bank, and recent additions to

several buildings. Although a typical colonializationwith itsridge roof, brick ends,
and gold eagle i nthepedinented doorway, the Wakefield Cooperative Bank (#7) does not .
conflict with therest of thedistrict i nsize and scale. The only real intrusionin

the district i stheGulf Station onthewest end of t he shopping area. . .-

The focal point of thedistrict i stheMeeting House (#1) which was built i nl1l714 and i s
typical of thesinmple and functional design of such New England buildings i ntheearly

ei ghteenth century. The white clapboard building i stwo stories with aridge roof and

is three bays wide with a center entrance i nthegable end and four bays long. The en-
tire frame i soak, and theroof trusses areunusual i nthat they arebraced by a process
called "crowning" used i nshipbuilding and ol d barns of Europe. | n1782 t he Meeting
House was cut i ntwo and a fourteen-foot section inserted i nthemddle. The pine beans
used at this time areeasily differentiatedfromtheoak used i ntheoriginal building.

As first built, theMeeting House had three galleries and t hepews were on t he first
floor, but i n1835 a second floor was installedi nplace of thegalleries. Todayt he
«first floor is one large room The beans ar e exposed and t hewalls areplastered. I n
one section of theroomthewall i scovered with plexiglas t oexpose theoriginal timbers
and horsehair plaster. Upstairs, pine pews reflect theearly nineteenth century. Part
of theoriginal gallery forms a choir area at t heback of theroomand t hepul pit at the
front i son araised stage. O dglass has been used i nt he 18 wi ndows whi ch have 12-over-
12 lights. There i sa paneled door in each gable end, theone ontheMiin Street side
being pedi nent ed.

East of thecommon i st helynnfield Public Library (#2). The original section (on the
northwest) was built i n1856 and is white clapboard with itsgable endtothestreet.
The center doorway has sidelights and i sflanked by a green shuttered wi ndow on each
side with 5-over-6 lights. Above thedoor arethree wi ndows placed close together. A
later addition (1957) with a covered portico connects theoriginal building t ot henost
recent addition of 1967'. This section faces tothestreet itsgable end in which there
is a large Paladian wi ndow.

Next tothelibrary is theCentre Congregational Church (#3) . The original 1832 chapel t
on thesoutheast side of thebuilding faces its gable endtothestreet. The center
entrance has double doors with a wood fanabove. @ either side of thedoorway are tall,
narrow pairs of stained glass lancet windows. The large 1960 addition tothechurch was
desi gned by Royal Barry W Ils, Associates and reflects thetypical New England village
church. Like thechapel, this section i scovered with white clapboards and has a ridge
roof. Its most prominent features arethecarefully detailed spire and thetriple entry
with m ddl e door surmpunted by a handsone fanlight.

Across fromtheChurch on Main Street i stheJohn Bryant ||| House (#4). Built i n 1807,
continued
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The Lynnfield Meeting House Gonmon District i ssignificant for its grouping of fine archi-
tectural exanples and for its association with thedevelopment of thetown of Lynnfield.
The town common i st hefocal point of thetown and t hearea surrounding it survives with
few major alterations since thenineteenth century.

The Meeting House (#1)i scertainly thenost historic building i nLynnfield, andaccording
to Abbott Lowell Qummings of the Society for thePreservati onof New England Antiquities,
is one of thethree ol dest meeting houses i n Massachusetts. Since its constructioni n
1714, t he Meeting House has continuously served thecomunity i nproviding the setting

for religious, civic, governmental and social functions. | n 1775 men gathered here and
stored their extra gunpowder i nt heMeeting House before leaving for theBattle of Lexing-
ton. 1 n1836 a second floor was installed so that theupper floor could be used for
church services and t he lower story be used as a town hall. The lower hall also served

as a school for primary grades until thenew Centre School opened i n1903. Wien t he
first fire engine was purchased by thetown, theMeeting House becane t hefire station
and was known as t he "Chemical House." | n 1960 supervision of thebuilding was assumed
by thelynn Historical Society who restored it and nade it again available for civic
meetings. During theBicentennial year, theSelectmen areholding their weekly sessions
in theMeeting House.

For a century t heMeeting House was t hesole building i nthearea used for religious
services, but i n1832 ei ghteen people left toformtheir own church after a division over
the orthodox doctrine and t heunitarian doctrine. They built their church acrossthe
street and it stands today as t hechapel of theCentre Congregational Church (#3).

Next t othechurch i sthePiiblic Library (#2). The part of thelibrary which now serves
as theChildren's Roomwas built i n1856 as t he Centre School, and it became a library
in 1903 when a |arger school house was built nearby.

In 1839 one of a nunber of Bryant houses i nthetown (#5) was built across Main Street
fromtheMeeting House. Jonathan Br”nt tired of looking at t heunpainted Meeting House.
The town had voted t opaint i ti n1800, but rescindedthevote i n1801. The building
remai ned unpainted for 50 years until Bryant painted theside that faced him thus forcing
the town t opaint theother three sides. Next totheJonathan Bryant House i st hehouse
of his father, John Bryant [l (#4),built i n 1807.

The Shopping Center (#8) buildings were formerly thehouse and barn of theRussell family
and were bhuilt i nthelate nineteenth century. The central section connectingt hehouse
and barn was used at varioustimes as a store and post office. Another building which
served as a store was t hehouse known as Bancroft's Store (#11).

continued
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this white clapboard house is five bays wide and has a ridge roof with two brick chi meys.
Wndows have green shutters and 6-over-6 lights. The center entrance has a transom and
side | i g ht s

The Jonathan Bryant House (#5) has a main five-bay sectionwith an ell on the east con-
necting i tto a large barn. An obvious later addition is the columed front entrance
with an enclosed garden room above.

The Shopping Center (#8) is a red clapboard building with white trim dating from the
late nineteenth century. The original house and barn have been integrated into retail
space on the first floor and offices on the second floor.

The O d Parsonage (#10), 1839, is a two-story white clapboard structure with |avender
shutters. This Geek Revival building has the typical three-bay gable end to the street
with the entrance to the side. There is a one-story ell to the rear.

The house known at one time as Bancroft's Store (#11) is simlar to itsneighbors with
its white clapboards and green shutters, but i thas been substantially altered fromits
original condition with the addition of bay wi ndows, porches and brackets. The building
next door (#12) issimlar to the Od Parsonage except that itsentrance is not inthe
gabl e end.

The Whittredge House (#13) is a two-story white clapboard house with a ridge roof and two
brick chimeys. | tisfive bays wide and has a central entrance. Wndows have 2-over-2
lights with black shutters. A one-story porch supported by sinple Doric colums ex-
tends the length of the front and nmost of the two sides.

O the south side of Main Street is the Reverend Joseph Mdttey House (#15) which is the
nost outstanding residence inthe district. The house is two stories with a hip roof.

The clapboards are painted a gold color and the shutters and doors are blue. The main
section of the house has brick ends, and four brick chimeys pierce the roof. The w ndows
have 2-over-2 lights on the main house and 6-over-6 lights on the ells. The center en-
trance has a transom and broken pedinment. Rambling additions connect the house to a |arge
barn. An interesting featureis a second-floor ballroomwith a barrel vaulted ceiling.
The house i s set back about 80 feet from the street and i s surrounded by seven acres of

| and.

O either side of the Muttey House are cemeteries. The West Burying Gound (#14) was
laid out in 1813 and has a wall in front nmade of Lynnfield granite. The Od Burying
Gound (#16) was begun in 1714, the year the Meeting House was built. | t covers one
acre and is enclosed with a granite wall with a gate of wrought iron.
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#8:
The O d Parsonage (#10) was t he parsonage for t heCentre Congregational Church for 120
years, serving 24 different ministers.

Oh thewest endof thedistrict i stheGeorge Wittredge House (#13), where t he brothers
George F. and Wllian® A. VWittredge operated a store, shoe manufactury andpost office.
The post office at Lynnfield Center was established August 5, 1848, and George Wi tt -
redge was t hefirst postmaster. The house was owned i nt helate nineteenth century by

a man named \Wheeler whorana thriving windm |l manufacturing conpany nearby. The house
next door (312) wasbuilt by theWiittredges as an expansion of their shoe manufacturing
business andi snowused as a residence.

Reverend Joseph Mttey was t hefourth mnister i nLynnfield, and hebuilt his house (#15)
next totheO dBurying Gound. He planned theliving, room|arge enough t o accoittaodate
his parishionersonwintry days when i t was toocold t ohold services i nt heunheated
Meeting House. The second owner. Captain Henry Banotoft, married Reverend Mttey's

only daughter, andi n1861town records list Bancroft as thelargest taxpayer i ntown.

The Bancrofts' daughter married Cyrus Wakefield for whomt hetown of Wakefield i s named.
Judge Stephen Nash lived i ntheMttey House i ntheearly part of thetwentieth century.

Captain Bancroft and Reverend Mttey areburied i ntheO dBurying Gound (#16) as i s
Dani el Townsend, who was one of three Lynnfield nenkilled i naction onApril 19, 1775.
The West Burying Gound (#14) hast hegraves of five nmen who served i nt he Revol utionary
War .

#10:

across Main Street and along t hewest property line of #14; thence east behind t heback
(south) property line of #14andthen north along t heeast line of this property; thence
east i na line about 225" from Main Street behind #15; thence north along the east
property line of #15and 16t o South Gommon Street; thence east onthesouth side of
South Gonmon Street totheintersection of Arlington Street; thence northeast along

the north side of Arlington Street tot hepoint of beginning.
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7 Smth Farm Trail
! ' Lynnfield, Mass. 019"+0
February 4, 1977
M. Joseph Orfant
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
St ate House
Boston, Massachusetts
Dear M. Orfant, v
The following includes the nanmes andaddresses of al | property owners
in thelLynnfield Historical District!

1. Meeting House N
Town of Lynnfield

2. Elizabeth W Geen Library, 18 Summer St r e et *
Town of Lynnfield .

3. Center Congregational Church, 5 Sunmer Street,

636 Main Street - Robert B. Parker * -
5. 618 Miin Street - John H Kimball
6. 600Main Street - Dr. Thomas F. Connol |y AMAAA

7. 596 Main Street - Wakefield Cooperative Bank -
3"2 Main Street, i A/ akefield, Mass.t.™ "

8. 584-590 Main Street - Centerfield Trust / i —
1 Washington Street RPC* E! V ELLJ
Wel lesley, Mass. 02181 rxl —

9. 580Main Street - Bernard W BEmons FEB 10 1977

10. 574 Main Street - Robert O. Caulfield -
11. 568-570 Main Street - M's. Joseph Smth

163 Lowel | Street, Lynnfield
12. 562 Main Street - Gerald M Meisel man
13. 556-558 Main Street - Ms. Joseph Smth

163 Lowel | Street, Lynnfield

MSS HSI. GOwl

k. West' Cemetery - Town of Lynnfield
15. 567 Main Street - Dr. Alfred M Donovan
16. O dCenmetery - Town of Lynnfield Yours truly,

Lynnfield Historical Conm ssion
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Twenty acresof Lynnfield Cen-
ter has been designated as aHis-
toric District according to word
received by Secretary of State
Paul Guzzl from National Park
Service |Xrector Gary Evar-
hardt. = The center area was
nominated for inclusion in the
National Register by the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Commis-
sion.

The district Is significant for
Its grouping of fine architectural
examples and for its association
with the development of the town
of Lynnfield. The town common
is the focal point of the town and
the area surrounding It survives
with few major alterations since
the nineteenth century.

TTie district covers approxi-
mately twenty acres inthecenter
of Lynnfield and contains four-
teen buildings and two ceme-
teries. It is composed of reli-
gious, commercial, cultural and
residential structures surround-
ing the common and forming an
approach to the common to the
west along Main Street.

The Meeting House is certain-
ly the most historic building in
Lynnfield, and according to Ab-
bott txjwell Cummings of the So-
ciety for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities, is one ofthe
three oldest meeting houses in
Massachusetts. Since its con-
struction in 1714, the Meeting
House has continuously served
the community in providing the
setting for religious, civic, gov-
ernment and social functions.

In 1775 men gathered here and
stored their extra gunpowder in
the Meeting House beforeleaving
for the Battle of Lexington. In
1836 a second floor was installed
0 that the upper floor could be

led for church services and the

wer story be used as atown

ill. The lower hall also served

j a school for primary grades

itil the new Centre School open-

| In1903. When thefirst fireen-
ne was purchased by the town,

P *"MM\n8 House became the

e station and was known as the

Englafi-jphemical House." In 1960 su-

Mc57f clifi
OSTON (AP) - Sixteen
sachusetts communities

; received $221,000 in feder-
;rants to restore historical
dings. Secretary of State
1 Guzzi announced Wednes-

lother $32400 has been
rodJ to 13 cities and towns
ilanning projects;

lildings to benefit from the
s include Horticultural Hall
the Athenaeum in Boston,
er Village in Hancock, and
hanics Hall in Worcester.

ANA »H -

Fall River hes received $8000
10 maxe improvements to Ba-";
tleship CoVe home of the U SS. j
Massachusetts. . .
The grants are as foIIows- j
Boston. $25000; Cambridge. ;
$30000; Charlton. $5,000; Fall }
River, $000 Gloucester, j
$5,000; Hancock, $6,000; Lowell. J
$6,000, New Bedford. $20000. <
Also. Newbury, $5000
Feabody. $20,000; Province-
town. $20000; Quincy. $5,000; \
Sheffield, $3,000; Springfield.]
$1,000, Waltham, $7,000; and
Worcester. $20CID |

pervision of the building was
assumed by the Lynnfield Histor-
ical Society who restored it and
made It again available for civic
meeting. During the Bicenten-
nial year, the Selectmen held
their weekly sessions In the
Meeting House.

For 100 years the Meeting
House was the sole building in
the area used for religious ser-
vices, but in 1832 eighteenpeople
left to form their own church af-
ter a division over the orthodox
doctrine and the unitarian doc-
trine. They built their ownchurch
across the street and it stands
today as the chapel of the Centre
Congregational Church. Next to
the church Isthe Public Library.
The part of the Library which
now serves as the Children's
Room was built in 185%6 as the
Centre School, and it became the
Library in1903 when a larger
schoolhouse was erected nearby.
Common Homes Also Included

In 1839 one of anumber of Bry-
ant houses in the townwas built
across Main Street from the
Meeting House. Jonathan Bryant
was tired of looking at the un-
painted Meeting House. Thetown
had voted to paint It in 1800, but
rescinded the vote ayear later.
The building remained unpainted
for half a century until Bryant
painted the side that faced him,
thus forcing the town to paint the
other three sides. Next to the
Jonathan Bryant House is the
house of his father, John Bryant
m, built in 1807.

The shopping center buildings
were formerly the house and
barn of the Russell family and
were built in the late nineteenth
century. The central section con-
necting the house and barn was
used at various times as a store
and post office. Another building
which served as a store was the
house known as Bancroft'sStore.

The Old Parsonage was the
parsonage for the Centre Con-
gregational Church forl20years,
serving twenty-four different
ministers. Onthe west end ofthe

(continued to page

New
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DESIGNATED HISTORIC

DISTRICT
(continued from page 3)

N

district is the George Whittredge

House, where

the brothers,

George F. and William A. Whit-
tredge operated astore, shoe

manufactury and post office . TTie

post office a Lynnfield Center

was established August 5, 1848,

and George Whittredge was the
1

rst postmaster. The housewat
owned in the late nineteenth cen-I
tury by a man named Wheelen
who ran a thrlvingwindmill man-1
ufacturlng company nearby. Thej
house next door was built by the
Whittredges as an expansion of
their shoe manufacturing busi-
ness and it Is now used as a re-
sidence.

Rev. Joseph Mottey was the
fourth minister inLynnfield, and

| he built his house next to the Old
* Burying Ground. He planned the
* living room large enough to ac-
A commodate his parlshoners on
wintry days when it was too cold
j to hold services Inthe unheated
| Meeting House. The second own-
eer. Captain Henry Bancroft,
married the only daughter of Rev.
| Mottey and in 1861 was listed in
I the town records as the largest
' taxpayer InLynnfield. The Ban-
| crofts' daughter married Cyrus
Wakefield for whom the town of
Wakefield was named. Judge Ste-
phen Nash lived In the Mottey
House in the early part of the
twentieth century.

Captain Bancroft and Rev.
Mottey are buried in the Old
Burying Ground as is Daniel
Townsend, who was one of three
Lynnfield men killed in action on
April 19, 1775. The West Burying
Ground has the gravesof fivemen
who served inthe Revolutionary
War.

This nomination was prepart=d
by the Lynnfield Historical Com-
mission with the assistancf ofthe
staff of the Massachusetts. His-
torical Commission.
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