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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Veillard House is a large, two-story masonry and ballon frame structure. 
Stylistically, the house combines elements of the chalet-like bungalow style with 
those of the picturesque Queen Anne, producing a unique architectural statement. 
As was typical of the bungalow style, the house includes a large, open-front porch 
and bellcast gable roof punctuated by two oversized dormers. Mock half-timbering 
set in a stucco field details the buildings gable ends and dormers. The waning 
Queen Anne style is in turn reflected by a distinctive hexagonal tower-, capped by 
a graceful multifaceted bellcast roof set at the building's northwest corner. The 
tower's original cedar shake roof, as well as that of the gable and dormers, was 
reconstructed during the building's restoration, replacing a earlier asbestos 
shingle roof added during the 1950s.

Perhaps the structure's most distinctive feature is its construction. The 
building's first story, porch and tower are of rusticated concrete block so rendered 
as to suggest stonework. The blocks were custom made by Farmer and Company and 
were tinted with a soft Venetian red oxide pigment sealed with a silicone water­ 
proof ing.1 The mortar was also tinted to match the fresco-like pigmentation of the 
rusticated blocks. Raised quoins of the same material detail the building's and 
tower's corners.

Fenestration on the north (entrance) and western elevations is set with handsome 
art-glass transoms and upper sashes, as are those of the second tower. An hexagonal 
attic vent details the buildings eastern and western gable ends. Entrance doors 
are of double-beveled glass with a stained glass transom. The floors of the,entrance 
porch, the kitchen and an adjoining enclosed rear porch are laid in ceramic tile 
consisting of a geometric pattern set in a white field. The front porch's tiles were 
damaged during the building's relocation and have been replaced with an identical 
pattern manufactured by Olean of New York. . "-

While not as distinctive as the exterior, the interior of the Veillard House 
is none-the-less representative of the period. The large living room or parlor 
includes a fine Colonial Revival mantel with a full entablature, fluted columns and 
a mirrored overmantel. Fenestration is detailed by Eastlake-style architraves with 
rectangular corner blocks. A later partition to the room to the east of the fireplace 
was removed during the restoration. The tower's original hinged window seats were 
also re-installed at this time. The original flooring survives.

Wallpaper is the common finish throughout the house, although a handsome stenciled 
frieze embelishes the western stairhall. The stairway includes turned balusters and 
newel posts. The original baluster has been replaced. Second story rooms include 
the Eastlake door and window treatment found in the downstairs rooms.

The architectural integrity of the Veillard House does not suffer from the fact 
that the house has been relocated. The building's present location, as was its orig­ 
inal site, is a corner lot which provides the house with approximately the same 
orientation did the previous location. Nearby structures are also historically com­ 
patible with the house. They include a recently restored c!905 Queen Anne residence; 
a c!910 frame vernacular structure with a 1930s facade,-, .the 1905 William Straub House 
and several apartment buildings dating from the period 1900-1920. 
FOOTNOTE

Personal interview with Harold Anderson, son of the general contractor of the 
Veillard House, September, 1979.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Constructed in 1901, the Veillard House is significant both architecturally and

historically to the City of St. Petersburg. The house was built by and for many years 
served as the residence of Ralph Veillard, a prominent early St. Petersburg merchant, 
politician and civic advocate. The structure is one of the city's earliest surviving 
masonry buildings in the bungaloid style. Additionally, in an area of St. Petersburg 
where most large homes have been either subdivided into apartments or torn down to 
make way for tourist accomodations, the Veillard House has survived for at least half 
a century as a single family residence in a remarkably unaltered state.

The Veillard House dates from St. Petersburg's first major period of growth. The 
land now occupied by the house was originally under the ownership of John C. Williams, an 
important figure in the early development of St. Petersburg.l Shortly following the 
arrival of the Orange Belt Railway in 1888, a town plat (revised in 1890) provided 
lot and subdivisions. The original Veillard House location (Lot 6, Block 9 of the 
revised plat) was bounded on the west by Fifth Street North, known locally as Lake 
Drive in the city's early years, and on the north by Second Avenue North, later re­ 
named Fourth Avenue North.2

During 1900 and 1901, a building boom occurred, followed by another period of 
growth in 1905. 3 By the latter date, the community enjoyed such amenities as telephone, 
electric and trolley service. 4 This early period of development focused on the area 
north of the railroad (currently Central Avenue) including the former and present 
locations of the Veillard House. One of the community's early newcomers was Ralph 
Veillard, who came to St. Petersburg about 1900. Born in 1864 in Laval, France, 
Veillard imigrated to Canada with his sister in 1879. He settled first in Maryland 
where he worked as a railroad draughtsman before setting up business as a sawmill 
operator. His wife Minnie, whom he married in 1886, was from Baltimore. The couple 
had two daughters, one of whom died in childhood. The Veillards moved to Marion County, 
Florida, in 1986, apparently settling in the community of Martel, where he operated a 
sawmill and general store.5

While still living in Marion County, Veillard purchased on June 10, 1901, from the 
St, Petersburg Land and Development Company6 , the lot where the Veillard House origin­ 
ally stood. Construction on the house itself began in the summer of 1901. The St. 
Petersburg Times of September 11, 1901, recorded:

"Work ±&- well along on MX , R. Veillard's new 
residence on the corner of Second Avenue (later 
renamed Fourth Avenue North) and Lake Drive (Fifth 
Street North). It will be a 10-room residence of 
modern design and finish and a creditable addition
to the elegant homes of St. Petersburg. ,,7

(See Continuation Sheet)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At some time before mid-1906, Veillard also acquired a second piece of property 
immediately adjacent to his newly-completed house. A tax re-evaluation at that time 
raised the value of the Veillard's house and lots from $2,000 to $2,400, which was 
one of the highest listing given in that source. 8

Veillard seems to have settled permanently in St. Petersburg by the fall of 
1902; a newspaper dated November 22 of that year announced that he had become the local 
agent for a large fertilizer firm. 9 He apparently opened a store of some sort; his 
enterprise later expanding to include grain and electrical supplies, an orange packing 
house and general store. In 1908, he operated what was termed the largest general 
store in the city. 10 Veillard also acquired other real estate holdings including a 
farm which he cleared and planted with sixty acres of fruit trees.-1- 1

About 1908, Veillard began a three year term on the St. Petersburg Board of 
Trade. He also served as director of the St. Petersburg Building and Loan Associa­ 
tion, of which he became president in 1910. In 1908, he was elected to the first of 
several terms as city councilman. 12 In this capacity he supported a waterfront beauti- 
fication campaign for Tampa Bay and worked to obtain a Carnegie Library for the city. 13

In 1911, Veillard sold his fertilizer business. Available sources suggest 
that he concentrated his activities around the St. Petersburg Building and Loan Associa­ 
tion.14 He continued to remain active in local politics however and served intermit­ 
tently on the city council until his death in 1931. His widow remained in the family 
home until the 1950s.

On October 10, 1979, the Veillard House was moved from its original location at 
450 Fourth Avenue North to a new site two blocks east at 250 Fourth Avenue North. 
Relocation was the only alternative to the building's destruction; its site having been 
purchased by a non-profit church affiliated organization which wished to errect a 
fifteen-story congregate living facility for the elderly on that location. Appropriate 
efforts to prevent the destruction of the house failed to yield positive results. As 
a determination of eligibility of the house for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places could not be obtained in time to prevent demolition on its original 
site, a new and compatible site was obtained to which the house could be moved and saved 
from demolition. A complete restoration of the house was executed shortly following its 
relocation. It now serves as offices and laboratories for Bionomy, Incorporated.

Florida Department of Natural Resources, Tract Books, n.d., Vol. 15:60.

2 
G,A. Miller and A.L. Hunt, "A Map of the Town of St. Petersburg, Florida",

1888, 1890,

3 
St. Petersburg Times, July 6, 1901, p. 1, col. 3-4.
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FOOTNOTES (continued)
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