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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cabin #97 is an anonymous "fishing shack", located on tidelands seaward of the highwater
mark but landward of the Government Meander Line. Topographically, the building is at

the base of a steep, madrona-covered bluff facing southwest, with access only by trail from
a parking lot one-quarter mile away. The building faces the Tacoma Narrows, a mile-wide
channel noted for its swift currents although a protective back eddy exists just offshore.

The building is a chattel real on property indirectly leased from the upland owner, who
owns all of Government Lot 3, Section 22, Twp 21 N., Rng 2 E., Willamette Meridian extend-
ing to the Government Meander Line. It is an integral part of a waterfront community of
about 85 homes known as Salmon Beach. This community formed a non-profit corporation
twenty-five years ago to lease tidelands on which their homes were built and in turn
sub-lease to individual building owners.

The cabin is a one-room structure fourteen feet by seventeen and one-half feet in plan
built above the beach on piling or, more accurately, a foundation of logs stood on end
and buried several feet in the sand. There is a bulkhead about ten feet behind the
building protecting the bluff from erosion; at high tide the supporting posts are partially
submerged. It has a gable roof, its ridge parallel to the beach, extended at a Tower
pitch in front and in back providing for a veranda and an enclosed addition. The floor
system is a random assembly of planks and beams of varying lengths running in several
directions beneath the cabin. Wherever a post has rotted through, another has been
added nearby and shimmed into place. An L-shaped ramp, walkway and deck along the north
and west sides of the structure provide access from the beach in back and a full width
front porch with a panoramic view of the Tacoma Narrows and the Olympic Mountains.

The cabin has shingle siding in alternating courses of four inches and six inches to the
weather. Windows are a mixture of fixed nine-light, four-light casement and smaller
single pane units all with board enframements.

There have been few alterations to the building other than a recent extension to the deck
and various repairs to the ra111ngs, roof and under pinnings - using apparently sa]vaged
materials that do not match in places. With these few exceptions the .cabin exterior is
essentially unchanged since 1916.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cabin #97 represents those fishing shacks built around the turn of the century along
the shores of Puget Sound. By 1905, the Commencement Bay waterfront of Tacoma was
1ined with lumber mills, wheat warehouses, and a smelter. No camping or private
strctures were allowed along the five miles of shoreline within Point Defiance Park.
As a result, these shacks and their fore-runners, which were platforms, dotted the
remaining waterfront west of Tacoma, known as "The Narrows". Because the best salmon
fishing grounds in the area were located off Point Defiance, Andrew Foss located his
Narrows Boathouse at a good fresh-water spring 900 feet south of the park boundary in
the spring of 1906. The rental rowboat business prospered, especially on Sunday.

The more industrious fishermen attracted by this facility built small camps nearby,
many of which were destroyed when construction of the Northern Pacific's waterfront
line eliminated the campsites in 1910. Sunset Beach, Day's Island, and other remaining
stretches of waterfront were rapidly subdivided and modern homes overlooking the beach
replaced older simpler styles of waterfront structures.

The strip of tideland north of the Nelson Bennett tunnel west portal and one and one-half
“miles south of the Point Defiance Park boundary was an exception. With no road access

and an owner unwilling to subdivide and sell, the area retained its original appearance -
a string of little cabins, but a little more dense than before. With salmon fishing
still the major attraction, this area became known as Salmon Beach. It has suffered
from mud slides, fires, and a nefarious reputation during Prohibition. For many men too
old to work in the woods Salmon Beach became a refuge - a place to make homebrew and, when
the fishing was good, sell their surplus salmon to downtown fish markets.

During the Depression, it was also a refuge for a younger group of men and women concerned
with subsistance living. Many of the old shacks were either remodeled or rebuilt to

raise families, while a few aging residents Tingered in spartan camps into the fourties.
Disagreements with the land owner and more slides virtually stopped all improvements
during the fifties, and only in the past six years have persons had confidence enough

to make substantial investments in these homes.

Cabin #97 is one of a few cabins at Salmon Beach which avoided major modifications during
the Depression. Part of the significance of this structure is its relatively unaltered
condition and its placement among equally old, but extensively modified buildings. Since
there has never been a written public record of cabin ownerships, the builder's name can-
not be verified. It is known that during the thirties and fourties, a bachelor named
Walter Crooks lived in #97. He fished a little, drank a lot, bothered nobody, and played
the ukulele. During the past twenty-five years, the cabin has passed through a succession
of would-be remodelers, all of whom lost interest for various reasons.
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Cabin #97 is representative of a past era in waterfront living. It is part of a uniquely
unmodernized community unified by lack of individual land ownership and a fascinating
variety of haphazard, ramshackle buildings. While succeeding generations have steadily
changed the outward appearance of the community, this one cabin has remained basically
unaltered. Similar structures in isolated areas of Puget Sound are known to exist,
although cabin #97 reflects the early years of a very unusual community represent1ng

a continuous spectrum of indigenous waterfront residences.
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