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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Raney House is a two-~story Greek Revival structure
built about 1840. It rests on brick piers and has a pitched
roof with front corniced pediment. A classical front portico
is supported by four fluted Doric columns, The entablature
surrounds the front and sides of the house but does not extend
across the rear gable. The steps and fldor of the portico
are of new concrete and there are pilasters at the front
corners of the building,

There are five double hung 6 over 6 light windows under
the portico and a three-pane transom in the pediment. The
center section of the pediment window is double hung, 12 over
12 light, and the sidelights have 4 panes each, The front
door, which is located at the right side of the portico, has
ffaming pilasters and an architrave over a 6 light transom.
There are five sidelights on each side of the door between the
door and the pilasters. On the northwest side of the house
is a porch which has a similar door without the transom.

A partly enclosed back porch leads to a separate kitchen,
In 1921 Dr. J.S. Murrow added a wing to the northwest 31de‘
of the house Wthh he used as his office. The roofing is
asphalt except for the kitchen and breezeway which have
metal shingles. There are three brick chimneys with
corbelled caps.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to tradition the Raney House was built in
St. Joseph, Florida in 1838 and was removed to its present
site in the early 1840's. There was a severe yellow fever
epidemic in St. Joseph in 1841 and a number of smaller
houses were moved to Apalachicola at that time. The
official records relating to the house were destroyed in
1874 when the Apalachicola Courthouse burned, and existing
information on the property indicates nothing about the
house being moved. George Dod, a local historian and owner
of the Apalachicola Title and Abstract Company, feels that
the Raney House was not one of the houses moved from St.
Joseph. Available information on the property dates the

v house as having been built in Apalachicola about 1840. The

cénsus reports show David G. Raney and his family living in
Apalachicola in 1840, before the yellow fever epidemic in
St. Joseph. Mr. Raney was a prosperous local merchant and
manager of Apalachicola Race Track.

The structure, though in ill repair at this time, is
a good example of early Greek Revival Architecture in
Florida. According to the 1962 Historic American Buildings
Survey Report, the house is one of the few remaining
residential structures in the area with a semidetached
kitchen.
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Donald Kirkland, Chief Preservation Planner
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Division of Archi
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DATE

1/23/71

Records Mgt,

Department of State - The Capitol
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Tallah Fl 12

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State [ Local [}

.

The recommended

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

s Lk,

Chief, Office of Archeology and H,

oric Preservation

Keeper of Thff National Register

Date
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Daly, George (Mayor); Dod, George; Maddox, Martha: Personal
interviews (by Don Kirkland), July 13, 1971, Apalachicola,
Florida.

Florida: A Guide to the Southernmost State. Compiled by the
Federal Writers' Project of the W.P.A. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1965.

Owens, Harry P. "Apalachicola Before 1861." Unpublished Ph.D.
Dissertation, Florida State University, Tallahassee,
Florida, 1966.

U.S. Census Office. Sixth and Seventh Census, 1840 and 1850
Population. Original schedules, Franklin County, Florida.
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2. North arrow.
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