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1. Town Cambridge 

Address 335 Rindge Avenue 

Name Wyeth Br i c k y a r d Superintendent' s 
House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner Duguay S R o b i l l a r d Market 
I n c . 

3. Description: 

Date c l 8 ^ 8 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features w o r k e r ' s c o t t a g e o f b r i c k 

f i v e b a y s , g r a n i t e s i l l s and l i n t e l s , 

c o r b e l g a b l e s , o r i g i n a l s i d e l i g h t en­
t r a n c e . 

Altered_j|gL._ Date 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

70 f e e t Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f r o m street 

2 8 f e e t 

6. Recorded by A r t h u r K r i m 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 3.972 

[Q ̂ 57J40^lAePi5Si(AA 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

o 

r e R i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

XX 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Wyeth Bri c k y a r d Superintendent's House i s a w e l l -
preserved r e l i c o f the North Cambridge b r i c k i n d u s t r y . The 
g l a c i a l c l a y beneath the Great Swamp near Ale w i f e Brook had 
been used t o make b r i c k s since the c o l o n i a l p e r i o d , but the 
need f o r manufactured b r i c k i n the r a p i d l y growing c i t i e s 
of mid-nineteenth century New England prompted i n d u s t r i a l 
development o f the claylands. An i n d u s t r i a l complex o f b r i c k ­
yards, d r y i n g k i l n s and clay p i t s e x i s t e d i n t h i s p a r t o f 
Northwest Cambridge. The clay was exhausted by the. mid-twen­
t i e t h century, a t which time the br i c k y a r d s were abandoned and 
the clay p i t s flooded or f i l l e d . 

N athaniel Wyeth, a l o c a l e n t i ^ r e n e u r , was a key f i g u r e 
i n the establishment o f the b r i c k i n d u s t r y i n Northwest 
Cambridge. He helped finance the r a i l r o a d extension i n 1840, 
so t h a t i c e could be t r a n s p o r t e d from Fresh Pond to the markets 
i n Charlestown. I n the 18i40s Wyeth opened h i s own b r i c k y a r d and 
i t was f o r t h i s o p e r a t i o n t h a t the sup'erintendent' s house a t 
3 36 Rindge Avenue was b u i l t i n 184 8. 

The Wyeth house i s an e x c e l l e n t example o f i t s type. The 
s t r u c t u r e has been e x c e l l e n t l y preserved and r e t a i n s i t s 
o r i g i n a l s i d e l i g h t entrance, g r a n i t e window s i l l s and l i n t e l s 
and c o r b e l l e d brickwork i n the gables. Much o f the i n t e r i o r 
i s i n t a c t . The house has value both as a f i n e example of 
i t s genre and as a syttbol of the importance o f the brickmaking 
i n d u s t r y i n the h i s t o r y o f Cambridge. 

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

The house was voted e l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l Register 
i n 1976. 
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1^1. Day, Anna, House S^^rti-lft.. fi,^,^ ^^^^P^^ /jlyAa^/l./hqc^O^ ^AA^^Si. 

Attest 

15^2. Kingsley, Chester, House ^'^SBSftiij^ ^ ^ ^ . " ' i \. y, n n 
•^•^ ^ Keeper (nj/lut^ AA.UtAu*, ^./^ 82^ 

Attest 

153. Watson, Abraham, House ^tAlSitUtgya r«»#>-- Arr , i // /? ^ n 
• ^Keeper U)LUyLa^ f.Aj^tdt/Ad^^ 

Attest 

"154. Wyeth Brickyard Superintendent's / „ i ^ ' i j) ^ / j mo-^ 
Substantive fievlew^ ^^^P^^ Uhm<^A SAMAH^ ^'13^^ 

Attest 

1^5. Greek Revival Cottage ito*ifcAaiv-- , , rr , ^ , ' ti fl y, i, ,-, n.^ 
i«rri-: ^ Keeper /AJAULA^/^jMdCli.eu^ HA3S^ 

Attest 

'l^.N^St. James Episcopal Church^^^^^^^^^^^ . A Keeper ^l^fUyCZ-^luyy^^l^ 

Attest 
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Attest 

1^8. Henderson Carriage Repository ^/Keeper fAJ^/Zuu. /f.didiAoM, HA3-

Attest 

•;.59. Soule, Lawrence, House afetantlvS Hevlew y Keeper AJJUA/U^ fi.dlAiAU^ 

Attest 

1^. Wyeth-Smith House ^ Keeper /AJyl^4.//./Ud6<:^y1y.y/.l^Z. 

' ' Attest 
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•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C iass i f ica t ion 
• ta tu* PtaaatA U M 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

liBS ttils prapofty been #Menvilned •I^QIIMS'' 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

. MOlUnl dMartoraUd unaiiafa* original sit* 
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dates 
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6. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . Ma jo r B i b i i o g r a p h i c a l Re fe rences 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
T»» twluom atgrmcanea al mm profrty amhtn *» amm ia: 

I tatloiN. Pramammmn OWor aignmlura 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed ^ . Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 
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