
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AUG 2 11983 

REGISlKVn 

AREA FORM NO 

^8 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 
V/altham, Massachusetts 

Address 119-121 Adams Street 

H i s t o r i c Name Charles Baker Property 

n 

Photo (3"x 3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) I n d i c a t e address of Use Present double house 

property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. O r i g i n a l double house 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1881- 1883 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing 
property's location i n r e l a t i o n to 
nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest i n t e r s e c t i o n ( s ) 
Indicate north 

Bird's-eye-view maps Source 

S t y l e I t a l i ana te v i t h s t i ck elements 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 

E x t e r i o r Wal l F a b r i c clapboards 

O u t b u i l d i n g s none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

none 

C o n d i t i o n good 

UTM REFERENCE /qA/.S0/^7/^^2770 

USGS QUADRANGLE NE-^TpM 

SCALE /••25,DDn 

Moved no 

Acreage 

Setting 

<?.5? /q.  
12,300"sq. f t . 

Date n/a' 

{n'^rZ7A 
Located i n densely se t t led 

r e s iden t i a l area of raid-late 19th 

century houses. 

(too much a l t e r a t i on and i n f i l l to be a 
hi.qtn^ir riiq1-r-iri-^ 

Edward V/. Gordon Recorded by 

O r g a n i z a t i o n 

Date Ju ly , 1986 

Waltham Hi s t . Comm. 

revised C. Jenkins 2/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

The Charles Baker Property i s an unusually we l l preserved example of the double-house type 
that p ro l i f e r a t ed on Waltham's South Side i n the la te 19th century. I t retains o r i g i n a l 
clapboard s id ing as wel l as decorative Stick Style features. Owned and rented by a var ie ty 
of i n d u s t r i a l workers, i t i s also an important i l l u s t r a t i o n of the la te 19th century devel­
opment of the South Side by the Waltham Watch Company. The house possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
l oca t i on , design, s e t t i ng , materials , workmanship, f ee l ing and associations, and meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His tor ic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Descr ibe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
eva lua te i n terms of other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. 

119-121 Adams Street i s a well-preserved example of a type of l a t e 19th 
century double-house, which appears throughout Waltham's jwqrkers', ne;lghborhoods. 
Possessing an i r r egu la r plan, i t stands wi th broad, end-wall gable facing Adams 
Street . Project ing from the gable are a pair of 2-s tory, octagonal bays. 
Cross-gables project from the s ide-wal ls . The entrances to the duplex are 
located on the s ide -wa l l , and are open to the porches nestled i n the corners of 
the main block and cross—gables. Porches are also located on the west side of 
the cross gables. These porches exh ib i t s t i c k - s t y l e cross-bracing. The f r o n t 
doors are enframed by p la in p i l a s t e r s , wi th cornice -headed l i n t e l s . In 
general, windows are ful ly-enframed wi th cornice-headed l i n t e l s , and contain 2/2 
wood sash. Small, cu rv i l inea r brackets with inc ized , c i r c u l a r de ta i l s appear at 
the house's corners, beneath the eaves. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s to the development of the community. 

This house was b u i l t on the Fuller-Bemis Farmhouse's l o t ca. 1881-1833. The 
Fuller-Bemis Farmhouse was b u i l t ca. 1776. I t s l o t represents the nucleus of a 
160 acre farm, which u n t i l the 1850's, v;as one of the very few houses on the 
South Side (purchased from Newton by Waltham i n 1849). The Boston V;atch Company 
( l a t e r the American V/altham V/atch Company) acquired t h i s parcel, along wi th 160 
acres of the old Fuller-Bemis Farm, i n 1854. This parcel remained under the 
cont ro l of the American Waltham Watch Company u n t i l ca. early 1880's. By 1886, 
Charles Baker, an American V/atch Company employee and owner of 107 Adams 
Street , owned #119-121 Adams Street . By the early 1920's, t h i s house was owned 
by G. L . Ke i th , carpenter (#119). James A. Fulton, s t eam- f i t t e r , rented #121 
from Mr. K e i t h . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY a n d / o r REFERENCES 

Maps/Atlases - 1859, 1875, 1881, 1883, 1900, 1923 
Waltham Director ies - 1880's, 1920's 
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United States Department of the Interior f^jjQ 2) toon 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Waltham MRA 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature  

Cover gubfltantiv^a. • , ;, . Keeper /5'./' 
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Hational Hc^-latar 

Attest 
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5. Baker, Charles, Property iJatioanl S.i^'lstar 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR > 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Baker, Charles, Property 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Waltham MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/21/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/05/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/21/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/05/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001485 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 
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ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

1 . , . ' 
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REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
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j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







WALTHAM. K\ MRA 

Charles Baker Property #38 
119-121 Adams Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 
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1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
121-119 Adams Street 

5-E-lO 




