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The granite ashlar "9ld Stone Church" stancSs near the shore of the 
Wachusett Reservoir i n a sipping meac3ow scatterecS with t a l l , decicSuous trees. 
A crenellated entrance tower projects from the north corner of t h i s rectangula 
building whose long and steeply pitched roof i s pierced by small triangular 
dormers. The side facades have two ranges of rectangular windows which define 
the f i r s t and basement stories. On each elevation a granite course, formed i r 
part by the l i n t e l s of the basement windows, v i s u a l l y separates the basement 
from the auditorium area. Within each gable i s located etther a round or an 
arched opening (formerly windows) . Butresses project'from .the aorner-of each 
exposed wall of the tower an^ from each end of the long walls where they 
extend three cjuarters of the wall height. 

On the gable ends the fenestration consists of large openings centered 
within the gable and narrow rectangular windows located at the basement and 
f i r s t story levels. The opening i n the main gable end i s round and louvered, 
outlined by granite block voussoirs, and windows are evenly spaced on the wall 
at the f i r s t story l e v e l . The opposite end contains an e l l i p t i c a l l y arched 
opening and, at the basement l e v e l , the windows are spaced i n pairs. 

The side walls of the church contain two ranges of rectangular windows, 
Dne at the basement and the other at the f i r s t story l e v e l . On the wall 
facing the Reservoir each range contains eight windows which are spaced i n 
pairs. On the opposite side, the f i r s t story wall contains only six windows 
due to the projecting tower, while at the basement level,,the range i s incom­
plete and the windows d i f f e r i n size, due to the slope of the land. A heavy 
j r a n i t e course runs the legnth of each wall under the eaves, and forms the 
Lintels of the f i r s t story windows. 

From the wall of the main gable end and from the northeast side w a l l , the 
sntrance tower projects through a portion of the roof. The two entrances are 
surmounted by round arches f i l l e d with coursed blocks. Round arched and 
Louvered openings are located below the crenellated parapet. 

The building i s a r u i n . Doors and windows have been destroyed or have 
deteriorated; the roof i s i n a state of collapse, and most of the wood interiolr 
las decayed behond repair. Structurally the southeast and southwest walls are 
iDuckling. Restoration of the building i s not contemplated; however, s t a b i l i ­
sation of the structure as a ru i n i s being considered. 
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The "Old Stone Church" i s the only structure of the old center of 

West Boylston remaining on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e . Recognizing the significance 

of the Church, which symbolizes the community as i t existed p r i o r to 1895, 

the twon has made i t the major feature i n the town seal. 

The Baptists constructed the church i n 1891 of hand-cut stone from a 

loca l quarry at Maiden H i l l . I t overlooks a section of the old town that 

was inundated by the construction of the Wachusetts Reservoir. This was 

1 

the largest construction of i t s kind i n the United States when the project 

started i n 1895. 

To the residents of West Boylston the church i s a l i n k fcith the past, 

tragic i n that t h i s i s the only building of the old center to remain af t e r 

s i x t y percent of the town's land was flooded. To the v i s i t o r , the church, 

which resembles an English country church, i s part of a picturesque 19th 

century landscape, beautiful i n i t s setting on a point of meadow at the 

reservoir's shore and against the evergreen background of the watershed. 
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40 Beacon S t r e e t 
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N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

A t t e n t i o n : Mr. J e r r y Rogers 

Dear J e r r y : 

Enclosed i s a N a t i o n a l Register submission f o r : 

Worcester County, West Boylston, "Old Stone Church" 

A / '*'̂ LII]/[n V 

"̂ ^^ ^ 0 7070 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State L i a i s o n 
O f f i c e r . 

C o r d i a l l y , 

Robert B. R e t t i g 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

RBR:pm 
En d . 
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