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The granite ashlar "91d Stone Church" stancSs near t heshore of the
Wachusett Reservoir i na sipping neac3ow scatterecS with tall, decicSuous trees.
A crenellated entrance tower projects fromthenorth corner of this rectangula
building whose long and steeply pitched roof is pierced by small triangular
dormers. The side facades have two ranges of rectangular w ndows which define
the first and basenment stories. O each elevation a granite course, formedir
part by thelintels of thebasenent w ndows, visually separates thebasenent
fromtheauditorium area. Wthin each gable i slocated etther a round or an
arched opening (formerly windows) . Butresses project'from .the aorner-of each
exposed wall of thetower an” from each end of thelong walls where they
extend three cjuarters of thewall height.

Oh t hegable ends thefenestration consists of large openings centered
within thegable and narrow rectangular wi ndows |ocated at t hebasenent and
first story levels. The opening i nthemin gable end i sround and | ouvered,
outlined by granite block voussoirs, and wi ndows are evenly spaced on t hewall
at thefirst story level. The opposite end contains an elliptically arched
opening and, at t hebasenment level, thew ndows ar e spaced in pairs. m

The side walls of thechurch contain two ranges of rectangular w ndows,
e at t hebasenent and t heother at thefirst story level. Q1 thewall
facing theReservoir each range contains eight w ndows which are spacedi n
pairs. @ theopposite side, thefirst story wall contains only six w ndows
due totheprojecting tower, while at t hebasenent |evel,,the range i sincom 0
plete and t hewi ndows differ i nsize, duetotheslope of theland. A heavy
jranite course runs thelegnth of each wall under theeaves, and fornmsthe n
Lintels of thefirst story w ndows.

Fromt hewall of themin gable end and fromt henortheast side wall, the
sntrance tower projects through a portion of theroof. The two entrances are
surmounted by round arches filled with coursed blocks. Round arched and
Louvered openings arelocated below t hecrenellated parapet.

The building i saruin. Doors and wi ndows have been destroyed or have
deteriorated; theroof i sina state of collapse, and nost of t hewood interiolr
las decayed behond repair. Structurally thesoutheast and southwest walls are
i Duckling. Restoration of thebuilding i snot contenplated; however, stabili-
sation of thestructure as a ruin is being considered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "A dStone Church" i stheonly structure of theold center of
West Boylston remaining onitsoriginal site. Recognizing the significance
of the Church, which synbolizes thecommnity as i texistedprior to 1895,
the twon hasmade i tt hemajor feature i nthetown seal.

The Baptists constructed thechurch i n1891of hand-cut stone froma
local quarry at Maiden Hill. | toverlooks a section of theold town that

was inundated by t heconstructionof t heWchusetts Reservoir. This was
1

the largest constructionof itskind i ntheUnited States when t he project
started i n 1895.

To theresidents of West Boylston thechurch i sa link fcith thepast,
tragic i nthat this i stheonly building of theold center toremin after
sixty percent of thetown's land was flooded. To thevisitor, the church,
whi ch resenbl es an English country church, is part of a picturesque 19th
century landscape, beautiful i nitssetting ona point of neadow at the
reservoir's shore and against t heevergreen background of t hewatershed.

-y»  RECEWH
JANi 0 1S3
NIATIONAL

[litn






RPERY 7 A d I N " SIAIE "73 <rat?5
VIO NG NDEER

TEH RRIBN
Photos |

Maps I

CNRD. BBy

HSGRAN

AHTEIUA. HSTARAN | Axi LUM W(i-.>_1 M=Qv,.A tO

ATHED@S

R/BMNT HBE

BANGH GHHE-

National Register write-up Send-back
Federal Register entry P—5n-7 Re-submit
Entered AR 18 195









Form 10-30) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE  (Aalgned
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Olaifmt.  Aimy 0208
40 Beacon Street January 3, 1973

Al *Ml)n V
National Register of Historic Places .
Department of the Interior A0 7070
National Park Service
18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240
Attention: M. Jerry Rogers
Dear Jerry:
Encl osed i s a National Register submi ssionfor:

Worcester County, West Boylston, "Od Stone Church"
This has been declared eligible for subm ssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion, the State Review Board, and has been signed by
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion and designated the State Liaison

Officer.

Cordially,

Robert B. Rettig
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

RBR pm
End.
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