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1 • Nam* of PropTty 
historic name Southampton Center H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 
other names/site number 

Fomer Rd 
N/A I not for publication 

2. Location 
street & number Generally College Hwy, East and High S t s , and 

N/[AJ vicinity city, town Southampton 
state Massachusetts code MA county Hampshire coda 015 zip coda 01073 

3. Claaalflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 
5] private 
2 ] public-local 
Z] public-State 
Z ] public-Federal 

Category of Property 
• buildlnfl(s) 
T ] district 

site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

84 
1 
1 

86 
Name of (flMed multiple property listing: 

Noncontributing 
33 buildinaa 

sites 
structures 

. objects 
Total 

1 
I T 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register 0 

4. Stata/Fadaral Agancy Cartlflcatlon 

As the designated authority under the Natlonai Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eliglbllity meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my vpinion.the property meets Odoes not meet the National Register criteria. O s e e contlnuatjon sheet. 

Signatilw))f certifying official txecut iv^ Di rector , Massacnusetts h i s t o r i c a l Lommi[^oiti; 
State H is tor ic Preservation Of f icer - - • 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the Natlonai Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
la thfl 

5. National Park Sarvica Cartlflcatlon 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

^ entered in the National Register. 
[ Z s e e continuation sheet, 

undetermined eligible for the Natlonai 
Register, O See continuation sheet. 

0 determined not eligible for the 
Natlonai Register. 

1 I removed from the National Register. 
• other, (explain;) 

Ignature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Southampton Center Historic District, Southampton, Massachusetts 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/Single dwelling; Secondary 

Structure  
Commerce/Specialty Store Social/Meeting Hall 
Government/Post Office, Town Hall 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/Single dwelling; Secondary 

Structure 
Commerce/Professional; Specialty Store 
Social/Meeting Hall 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 
No style 
Colonial/Georgian 
Early Republic/Federal 
Mid-19th Century/Greek Revival; Gothic Revival 
Late Victorion/Italianate; Queen Anne; 
Late 19th Century Revivals/Colonial Revival; 
Tudor Revival; Classical Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls B r i c k ; Weatherboard 

roof S l a t e ; Asphal t 
other G r a n i t e ; Glass 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Southampton Center Historic District, Southampton, Massachusetts, 
represents the survival of a rural Massachusetts street village within its 
traditional agricultural setting. Southampton Village lies on the western 

River Valley in an area of lowlands and moderate 
ranging from 150 to 600 feet above sea level. The 
of the Village is dominated by complex uplands that 
feet in some places. The town center is defined by 
shorter cross streets separated by open fields. 

slope of the Connecticut 
uplands, with elevations 
portion of the town west 
exceed an elevation of 
two north-south routes 

800 
and 

College Highway (Massachusetts Route 10) is the main t r a f f i c route with High 
Street running parallel along a plateau to the west. Maple Street, Center 
Street, Clark Street, and Fomer Road are cross streets running east-west. 
East Street extends southeasterly from College Highway at the northern end of 
the d i s t r i c t with Elm Street as a short by-pass. 

The layout and setting of Southampton Village remains intact with v i r tua l ly no 
change. Most of the older homes survive in good condition on their original 
lo ts . The most prevalent intrusions are the small single family homes that 
have been erected as i n - f i l l along the roads in the proposed d i s t r i c t . 

Colonial Period, 1733-1775 

Three buildings from the 
earl iest is the Jonathan 
1733 for the town's f i r s 
18th century and in 1971 
I t survives as a massive 
a long rear e l l that may 
a palisade of stakes and 
town during.the French a 
the central entry at an 

Colonial Period survive in the town center. The 
Judd House, 12 Maple Street (MHC #43), erected in 

t minister. The wood-framed house was enlarged in the 
when the porch was enclosed to enlarge the kitchen. 
2-1/2 story, f ive bay, center chimney structure with 

main block. The house was fo r t i f i ed by 
to afford additional protection to the 

A front entry porch has been added to 

pre-date the 
a watchtower 
nd .Indian War 
unknown time. 

The Clarinda King House, 15 East Street (MHC #59, bu i l t 1772) is a more 
typical example of the town's pre-Revolutionary residences. I t is a compact 
1-1/2 story, gambrel-roofed, wood-frame cottage with a clapboard exterior, 
brick foundation and attached shoe shop. I t or ig inal ly stood on the west side 

m See continuation sheet 
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Hist. Function (continued) 

Education/School; Library 

Religion/Religious Structure; 
Funerary/Cemetery 

Recreation-Culture/monument/marker 
Agriculture/Agricultural field; 

agricultural outbuilding 
Landscape/Park; unoccupied land 

Current Functions (continued) 

Government/Town Hall; Post Office; 
Fire Station 

Education/School; Library 
Religion/Religious Structure; church-

related residence 
Funerary/Cemetery 

Recreation-Culture/monument/marker 
Agriculture/Agricultural field; 

agricultural outbuilding 
Landscape/Park; unoccupied land 

Architectural Classification (continued) 

Late 19th Century American/Craftsman 
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of College Highway and was moved by Asahel Birge, Jr. about 1829 to allow 
construction of the Sheldon Academy. A kitchen and barn were added to the 
property after 1829, as was a framed oculus window in the front gable. 

The Paul Sheldon House, 242 College Highway (MHC #84, built 1771) is the only 
brick residence from the period. The 2-1/2 story, center hall building was 
built by a local blacksmith on a one acre corner lot and s t i l l retains much of 
its original rural setting. Fenestration is 2/2 wood sash with 8/12 wood sash 
windows in the end gables. A center pediment gable with sawtooth shingles and 
an eight-light window and a wrap-around porch were added in the late 19th 
century. 

Federal Period, 1775-1830 

The village of Southampton hosted a flurry of building activity during the 
Federal Period with civic, commercial and residential construction clustered 
in the town center. The First Congregational Church, 214 College Highway 
(MHC #70), designed and built by William Baldwin and Calvin Torrey in 1/88, is 
the most visible symbol of the growing community. I t replaced an earlier 
meetinghouse plan with the side gable facing the street. A high pulpit stood 
opposite the center entrance with box pews for the congregation. In 1822, a 
square tower was added to the north end along with two small entry porches. 
The interior space was also renovated with the galleries being removed, 
relocating the sanctuary to an upper level and redesigning the first floor to 
be used for a Sunday school and other social functions. The building was 
turned 90 degrees and enhanced with the addition of Greek Revival detailing 
in 1840. A clock was installed in the tower in 1865 and a parish hall was 
added in 1957. 

Three general stores survive from the period: the CIapp Store, now known as 
the Country Store, 211 College Highway (MHC #69, built 1/80), the Judd Store, 
5 East Street (MHC #52. built 1/99). and the Sheldon Store. 218 CoTTege 
Highway (MHC #73. built 1816). All are modest vernacular structures similar 
in scale and detailing to period houses and all have been converted to 
residential use. The Judd Store, a five-bay, 1-1/2 story, gambrel-roofed 
cottage with a clapboard exterior, s t i l l has the original beehive oven that 
produced retail baked goods. The building was restored in the 1960s and the 
transom of five bullseye panes over the central entry may date to this 
restoration. The CIapp Store is an L-shaped building. Originally located 
across the street from its present site, i t was moved in 1831 to make room for 
the Sheldon Academy. The building was enlarged in 1834 to accomodate the post 
office (in operation from 1834-1849). Other alterations include residing with 
asbestos shingles and adding and enclosing the front porch. Currently, the 
building is used as a residence and business offices. The Sheldon Store was 
also resided with asbestos shingles and was enlarged after 1824 to accommodate 
a post office (1819-1834) and residence. From 1880 to the present. 

(continued) 
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the bui ld ing has housed professional and business o f f i ces (1880-1919: 
doctor 's o f f i c e s ; 1919: insurance o f f i c e ) . Other a l te ra t ions include the 
addi t ion of a porch and a central pediment gable and replacement windows. 

The most ambitious Federal residence in Southampton i s Woodbridge H a l l , 7 East 
Street (MHC #53), b u i l t in 1793 by the town's f i r s t physician. Dr. Sylvester 
Woodbridge. The three s to ry , wood-frame bu i ld ing features an elaborate 
entrance framed by three arches and surmounted by a t r iangu lar pediment. The 
f i r s t f l oo r windows are capped by elegant mouldings, the corners of the 
bui ld ing are enhanced by carved wooden quoins, and the gambrel roof i s pierced 
by three pedimented dormers. In 1876 bay windows were added to the west side 
of the house and in 1947 the house was restored by Charles C. McPherson. 

The house of Jonathan Wolcott. J r . , 3 Elm Street (MHC #66, b u i l t 1800) echoes 
Woodbridge Hall in i t s bold facade and in the use of a three-part window above 
the center entrance. I t i s . however, less successful in design and proportion 
and suf fers from a la te 19th century remodeling. The t h i r d f l oo r and gambrel 
roof were added in 1912. and the f i r s t f l oo r windows were enlarged in the 
1850s. The Stephen Wolcott House. 68 High Street (MHC #29, b u i l t 1813) is a 
much more successful design with a f ive-bay center hal l p lan, double i n t e r i o r 
chimneys, a three-part center window, br ick foundat ion, and a wide porticoed 
entrance flanked by rectangular s ide l igh ts and double p i l as te r s . The Jonathan 
Judd. J r . House. 27 East Street (MHC #64, b u i l t 1803) i s the only hip-roofed 
Federal residence in the town center. The wood-framed structure features a 
center hal l plan with double i n t e r i o r chimneys and a wide entrance flanked by 
rectangular s ide l ights and de l icate mouldings. Fenestration is 12/12 wood 
sash. 

Several other Federal residences survive in the town center: the Moses Searle 
House, 74 High Street (MHC #32, b u i l t ca. 1830), the Doctor Josiah Grid ley 
House. 19 East Street (MHC #61. b u i l t 1828), the Lemon Gridley House, T I T " 
College Highway (MHC"#72. b u i l t 1807), the Asahel Chapman, J r . House, 228 
College Highway (MHC #79, b u i l t 1822), the Doctor Amos B la i r House, 231 
College Highway (MHC #81, b u i l t 1805), and CI ark/Chapman House, 234 Co 11ege 
Highway (MHC #82, b u i l t 1827). A l l are two-story, wood-frame bui ldings b u i l t 
on the f i ve bay center hal l plan with simple d e t a i l i n g . The Asahel Chapman, 
J r . House has been resided with asphalt and asbestos shingles. In add i t ion , 
there are four 1-1/2 s tory , wood-framed cottages: the Asahel Chapman House, 
230 College Highway, (MHC #80, b u i l t 1797); the Artemas Loomis, J r . House, 11 
Fomer Road (MHC #40, b u i l t 1828); the Lyman House. 13 Fomer Road [HHCTW, 
b u i l t 1792); and the Eleazar T i f fany House. 21 Fomer Road (MHC"T35. b u i l t 
1815). Two of these bu i ld ings . 11 and 21 Fomer Road, have been resided with 
asbestos shingles; the others are sheathed with clapboard. 

(continued) 
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Early Indust r ia l Period. 1830-1870 

The growth of the town center continued in the mid-19th century with seventeen 
bui ldings surv iv ing from the per iod, inc luding one general store and two 
d i s t r i c t schools. The Judd Store. 3 East Street (MHC #51. b u i l t 1859), a 
two-story, wood-frame structure b u i l t on the Greek Revival side hal l p lan, was 
erected at the primary in tersect ion of East Street and College Highway. I t 
served as the v i l l age post o f f i c e from 1854 to 1928 and from 1946 to 1957. 
Bay windows and a porch have been added at an unknown date. The D i s t r i c t #1 
School, 204 College Highway (MHC #68, b u i l t 1863) is a 1-1/2 story br ick 
structure with corbeled eaves, arches and other Gothic Revival wall d e t a i l s . 
Although the bu i ld ing has been converted to use as a f i r e s ta t ion and has had 
wings added to both sides and garage doors have replaced the or ig ina l doorway 
and fenes t ra t ion , i t retains enough of i t s o r ig ina l character to i den t i f y i t 
as the town's most ambitious ear ly school bu i ld ing . The D i s t r i c t #2 School, 
237 College Highway (MHC #83, b u i l t 1845) was moved to College Highway from 
i t s o r ig ina l s i te at the in tersect ion of Pomeroy Meadow Road and Glendale Road 
and restored in 1976. Although removed from i t s o r ig ina l se t t i ng , the one 
s tory , wood-frame structure holds great arch i tec tura l i n te res t . The main 
facade features a Doric por t ico ir i a n t i s . corner p i l a s t e r s , a wide f r ieze band 
and a balanced t r iangu lar pediment. 

The t rad i t i ona l side-gabled, center entrance house plan remained popular i n 
Southampton in the Early Indust r ia l Period, although the bui ldings were of ten 
enhanced by a recessed entrance and bold Greek Revival d e t a i l i n g . The Seth 
B a r t l e t t House, 106 Clark Street (MHC #41, b u i l t 1838) i s the only briclc 
residence from th i s period in the V i l l age . The f i ve bay. center hal l plan is 
conservative in s ty le with subtle corbeled de ta i l i ng i n the eaves and gables. 
The porch was added and the f ron t windows were a l tered in the la te 
19th-century. Two other houses the Stephen CIapp House. 19 Fomer Road (MHC 
#37, ca. 1870), and 243 Col lege Highway (MHC #85, ca. 1840), exh ib i t the Greek 
Revival s t y l e . Although the l a t t e r has been resided, both structures feature 
Greek Revival entrances and the f i ve bay, center hal l plan. 

The two-story, Greek Revival side hal l p lan, with the gable end facing the 
s t ree t , became increasingly popular in Southampton and i s i l l u s t r a t e d by two 
houses in the town center. The Stephen CIapp House, 222 College Highway (MHC 
#76, b u i l t 1841) is the more ambitious example with a deeply-recessed entrance 
framed by p i las ters and cornice, massive corner p i l a s te r s , a wide entablature 
and a project ing polygonal bay with bracketed eaves. The Danks House, 17 Elm 
Street (MHC #67, b u i l t 1840) features the charac te r is t i c entrance, corner 
p i las ters and pedimented gable of the s t y l e . 

Several modest, 1-1/2 story "homestead" s ty le houses with Greek Revival  
de ta i l i ng also survive in the v i l l a g e . The Miletus Parsons House, 11 Maple 

(continued) 
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Str;eet (MHC #44. b u i l t 1842) and the Henry Bat t in House. 58 High Street (MHC 
#28, b u i l t 1850) both feature s t r i k i n g l y bold entrances, corner p i las ters and 
entablatures which great ly enhance the presence of the r e l a t i v e l y small 
bu i ld ings. 

Late Indust r ia l Period, 1870-1915 

During the la te 19th and ear ly 20th centur ies, the town center was 
strengthened by the growth of the local agr i cu l tu ra l economy and the 
development of a prosperous res ident ia l d i s t r i c t along East Street . While 
homes in out ly ing areas continued to u t i l i z e the t r ad i t i ona l center h a l l , f i ve 
bay design vocabulary (e .g . Stephen CI app House, MHC #37, b u i l t 1870). the 
residences on East Street re f lec ted the i r regu la r massing and decorative 
de ta i l s typ ica l of the Queen Anne s t y l e . 

The six Victor ian residences that dominate East Street are cross-gabled, 
wood-frame structures with varying degrees of decorative d e t a i l i n g . The Anson 
Swif t House, 14 East Street (MHC #58, b u i l t 1884) i s the most ambitious 
example, with a complex r o o f l i n e , corbeled chimneys, elaborate gable screens, 
decorative cross panels and bracing in the wall surface and a wrap-around 
porch with rhythmic brackets and turn ings. Other examples include: the Flavel 
Sheldon House, H East Street (MHC #55, ca. 1902); the George Clark House, 12 
East Street (MHC #56, ca. 1896); the Caroline Edwards House, 13 East Street 
(MHC #57, ca. 1893); the Mary Ranger House, 17 East St reet , (MHC #60, ca. 
1874), and the Methodist Parsonage, 21 East Street (MHC #62, ca. 1883). These 
bui ld ing are a l l s imi la r i n scale and represent the only res ident ia l c lus ter 
of Queen Anne archi tecture in the Vi l lage of Southampton making of decorative 
shingles, turnings and bracing. A l l are probably the work of a local 
contractor whose i den t i t y has not yet been establ ished. 

The second Stephen CI app House, 41 East Street (MHC #65, b u i l t 1875) i s the 
town's only I ta l iana te residence. The br ick bu i ld ing is b u i l t on a square 
plan with a low hipped roof , paired eave brackets, elongated windows, 
decorative door hoods and a polygonal side bay. The only other br ick 
residence on East Street i s the George Clark House (MHC #56, b u i l t 1896) in 
the Queen Anne s t y l e . 

Aside from the development of East Street , there was very l i t t l e new 
res ident ia l construct ion in the town during t h i s per iod. The one notable 
exception is the Edward Swasey House, 72 High Street (MHC #30, b u i l t 1899), 
and impressive Colonial Revival mansion designed by R. F. Putnam with 
landscaping by Edward J . Canning. The house is a wood-frame and clapboard 
structure s i tuated on a landscaped knol l with a commanding view of the v i l l age 
center and the val ley beyond. The square hip-roofed plan i s enlivened by 
gabled dormers, corbel led chimneys, pro ject ing bays and a Neo-Classical 

(continued) 
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porch. The f ron t dormer features a we l l -de ta i led Palladian window, while the 
peaks of the porch are adorned with pineapples in carved r e l i e f . The mantels 
and door casings inside the house are enriched by acanthus carvings. A large 
barn from the period features a rectangular transom over the entrance in the 
side gable and a gabled cupola vent in the center of the r idge. 

The prosperi ty and optimism of the v i l l age at the turn of the 20th century is 
best expressed by the new Town H a l l . 8 East Street (MHC 54. b u i l t 1904) and 
the Edwards L ibrary . 2?F^Co1lege Highway (MHC ?777 b u i l t 1903). Both are 
br ick bui ld ings of r e l a t i ve l y modest scale with strong Neo-Classical 
d e t a i l i n g . The Edwards L ibrary , designed by Page and Hayes of Spr ing f ie ld , 
Massachusetts, i s the town's f i nes t Neo-Classical bu i l d ing . The one-story, 
hip-roofed bui ld ing features a r i ch l y deta i led por t ico with six Corinthian 
columns leading to a double-leafed center entrance. Classical mouldings frame 
the paired windows on e i ther side of the po r t i co , while br ick p i las ters and 
scrol led modi l l ion blocks echo the entrance mot i f . The Town H a l l , designed by 
Crabtree and Cadman, consists of a two-story, rectangular, hip-roofed plan 
with Colonial Revival d e t a i l s . The pro ject ing entrance bay with i t s 
pedimented gable features a shallow arch that frames a pedimented doorway and 
a three-part window. The balcony, stage and open basement meeting area inside 
the hal l have a l l been modified to meet the town's changing needs. 

Early Modern Period, 1915-1930 

Af ter 1915, res ident ia l development in the Vi l lage of Southampton declined in 
favor of new construct ion along the automobile routes in other parts of town. 
The l as t s i gn i f i can t bui ld ing to be erected in the town center was the 
Methodist Church, 215 College Highway (MHC #71, b u i l t 1915), designed by W. P. 
Crabtree of Har t ford. Connecticut. I t replaced an ea r l i e r bu i ld ing on the 
same s i te and shows a c lear break with local bu i ld ing t r a d i t i o n s . The 
massive, asymmetrical roo f l i ne defines a t r iangu la r facade dominated by a 
monumental, arched double window of stained glass with a Tudor-style label 
moulding. A large square tower at the northeast corner accomodates the main 
entrance, staircase and louvered b e l f r y . Eave braces, vergeboards and a 
paneled gable screen provide addi t ional i n te res t . 

Residential construct ion in the town center was minimal during th i s period and 
is i l l u s t r a t e d by simple bungalows (e .g . Mildred Graves House, 219 College 
Highway, MHC #74, b u i l t 1927) and Colonial Revival bui ld ings (e .g . MHC #31, 
Ph i l i p Parsons House, 69 High St reet , b u i l t 1929 and MHC #75, 220 College 
Highway, b u i l t 1930). 

Since 1930, the town center has remained f a i r l y stable while out ly ing 
areas of Southampton have seen substant ial development. College Highv 

rural 
ighway has 

become a major automobile cor r idor and the sections north and south of the 

(continued) 
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town center are now marked by gas stations, shopping centers and new homes. 
The proposed historic district survives essentially intact with very l i t t l e 
demolition or new construction within the last sixty years. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Descript ion 

While no preh is tor ic s i tes are current ly recorded in the d i s t r i c t , i t i s 
l i k e l y that s i tes are present. One preh is tor ic s i t e has been recorded in the 
general area (wi th in one mi le) and six are known for the en t i re town. These 
factors plus the physical charac ter is t i cs of the d i s t r i c t , lowlands and 
uplands of the Connecticut River Valley containing d i ve rs i f i ed wetlands and 
several wel l -drained terraces, indicate favorable locat ional c r i t e r i a fo r 
native settlement and subsistence. A high potent ia l ex is ts for locat ing 
h i s to r i c archaeological remains wi th in the d i s t r i c t . Archaeological survey 
and excavation could help locate s t ructura l remains for many of Southampton's 
18th century residences which existed in a nucleated pattern along High, Main, 
East, Center and Elm Streets. Structural remains also l i k e l y survive for many 
of the town's early i n s t i t u t i o n a l bui ld ings inc luding the f i r s t meetinghouse 
(1737) near the junct ion of High and Maple Streets, and the f i r s t school house 
(ca. 1750) at the s i te of the World War Memorial. Archaeological survivals 
may also remain of the town's early f o r t i f i c a t i o n s b u i l t during the French and 
Indian War. In pa r t i cu la r , the remains of a f o r t i f i e d palisade and watchtower 
may ex is t around the Judd House east of the junc t ion of Main and Center 
Streets. Similar remains are reported around the Bascomb House, east of the 
junct ion of Main and Center Streets. Other important 18th century 
archaeological surv iva ls , located near the town center, include the Perez 
Clapp Tavern (ca. 1788), o r i g i n a l l y located opposited the town meetinghouse 
and the Sheldon Blacksmith Shop (ca. 1773) located on College Highway near i t s 
junct ion with Clark Street . Structural remains also probably ex is t for 
several 19th century residences and school houses no longer extant in the 
d i s t r i c t . Occupational1y re lated features (trash p i t s , p r i v i e s , and wel ls) 
are also l i k e l y to surv ive, associated with many of the 18th and 19th century 
s t ructura l remains and extant bui ldings in the d i s t r i c t . 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of tfiis property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide H locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria P H A I I B P H C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ X ] A | IX ]B Q C O D d j E C U F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1730-1930 N/A Agriculture 
Community Planning & Development 

Cultural Affiliation j 
N/A 

4 

Significant Person Architect/Builder >^ 
N/A Baldwin, William; Torrey, Calvin; 

Putnam, R.F.; Canning, Edward J, Page and Hayes; Crabtree and Cadman 
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Southampton Center Historic District, Southampton, Massachusetts, 
represents the rural Massachusetts street village in its traditional 
agricultural setting. I t includes the civic and religious center of town and 
the traditional focus of residential and commercial activity from 1730 to 
1930. The buildings and landscape are consistent in scale and character and 
retain their integrity of location, design, materials, setting, and 
association. The village center has survived intact with very l i t t l e loss or 
intrusion and meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places on the local level, as well as Exceptions A. B and D. 

/ Colonial Period. 1730-1775 

Southampton was originally included as part of the Northampton Plantation 
(1654) with a southern boundary at Westfield and and eastern boundary at 
Springfield. The settlement was laid out in 1730 with the town center near 
the present location. The area became the Second Precinct of Northhampton in 
1741 under the name New Hampton. The town was incorporated as Southampton in 
1775. 

The plan of the village survives largely intact, although the center developed , 
in a manner somewhat different from what was originally intended. College 
Highway and High Street were crossed by Maple, Center and Clark Streets and 
Fomer Road to form a large open grid enclosing homelots and farmland. The 
central section of College Highway (Main Street) formed a major intersection 
with Maple and East Streets, around which most of the houses and public 
buildings were erected. By 1750 College Highway had become a primary 
north-south route through Southampton and the focus of the town center. A 
radial road network connected outlying areas to the town center. . , ' 

The town was settled mainly by residents of Northampton, who took advantage of 
the area's abundant timber and pastureland. The population increased from 63 

PHSee continuation sheet 
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Walling, Henry F  
Zimmerman, Sa»;  
River Valley 

Previous documentation ^ , 
• preliminary datermlnatlono? individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
previously listed In the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 

I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
Pn State historic preservation office 

Bother State agency 
Federal agency 

I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

Mass. Historical Commission 

10. Qeograplilcal Data 
Aewga of proparty Approximately 155 acres 

UTM References 
A L L U " |6T8,7|0,0,0| |4,6|7,7|6,2,0| 

Zone Easting Northing 
C L M J 1618,615,2,01 14,617,614,8,01 

B L L ! J I 6| 8, 6| 7, 0, 0| 14 ,6 17 ,6 |5 ,1 ,0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

D L M J I 61 8, 61 5,0, 01 I 4, 6! 7, 6! 3, 1, 01 

^ See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
See Assessor's Map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The boundary of the Southampton Center Historic District encompasses the traditional 
village of Southampton, including the two parallel north-south streets (College Hwy., 
High St.), the open fields which separate them, the major civic and religious 
buildings, and the prime 19th c. residential areas. The area outside the district 
boundary is marked by lower density residential and commercial use with a high pro- / 
portion of new suburban construction. • See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared B 
Gregory Tarmer, Senior Planner with Betsy Friedberg. National Rpqi'^~ 
Massachusetts Historical Commission riatp Janauarv. 19R9 

nameftltle _ 
organization 
street & number 80 Boylston Street 

Di rprtnr 

city or town Boston 
.telephone (617) 727-8470 
. state Massachusetts zip code I12il6_ 

* U.S.QPO. 1 e88-0-223-S 18 
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to 740 residents town-wide between 1743 and 1776. Most of the residents were 
farmers (raising grain and livestock), although some were involved in the 
operation of small sawmills, blacksmith shops and an early lead mine (on the 
Southampton/Easthampton border). 

Southampton's first Congregational meetinghouse (no longer extant) was erected 
in 1737 at the corner of High and Maple Streets, but not finished until 1752. 
In keeping with New England traditions, the church and town government were 
closely intertwined and the building served a wide range of civic, social and 
ecclesiatical functions. In the mid-1740s. a palisade and watchtower were 
erected around the Rev. Jonathan Judd's residence (12 Maple Street, MHC #43) 
to serve as a refuge from native attack, but the town survived the French and 
Indian War with no local battles. The town's first schoolhouse (not extant) 
was erected about 1750 near the intersection of East Street and College 
Highway, further strengthening the nascent town center. 

Federal Period. 1775-1830 

Southampton's population increased significantly after 1790, reaching a total 
of 1,244 town residents by 1830. Although many houses were built in outlying 
hamlets and farming areas, the central village remained the focus of community 
li f e . 

The first Congregational meetinghouse was replaced by the present building, in 
approximately the same location, in 1788 (214 College Highway, MHC #70). As 
originally constructed, the new meetinghouse had its entrance on the long 
side, a high pulpit on the opposite wall and box pews for the families. The 
meetinghouse continued to be the center of civic, social and religious 
activities throughout the Federal Period and was complemented by the Perez 
Clapp tavern, which operated at a site opposite the meetinghouse from about 
1788 (the tavern was destroyed by fire in 1914). 

Five district school houses were built throughout the town during the Federal 
Period, but residents of Southampton village center had access to the private 
Sheldon Academy (established 1828, no longer extant). 

Dr. Sylvester Woodbridge was called from South Hadley, Massachusetts, to 
Southampton as the town's first physician in 1776. As a member of a prominent 
Connecticut Valley family, he had the resources to build the most impressive 
Federal residence in Southampton (7 East Street, MHC #53). Dr. Woodbridge 
served the residents of Southampton in his medical practice until his death in 
1824. 

Agriculture remained the primary occupation of most residents, but the 
economic base continued to diversify. Several small mills, sandstone and 

(continued) 
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granite quarries and a lead mine operated in different parts of town. The 
Judd Stores (5 East Street and 211 College Highway, MHC #52 and #69) served as 
centers of local trade, linking Southampton farmers and manufacturers to the 
broader trade network of the Connecticut Valley. 

In the eyes of some residents, the future of Southampton rested on the success 
of the New Haven and Northampton Canal, which began construction in 1822. The 
eighty-mile waterway was expected to provide affordable transport for 
agricultural products and finished goods between the Massachusetts hilltowns 
and Long Island Sound. The canal passed through a series of locks just south 
of the town center then continued north along a route east of the village. 
The Federal style residences that survive in the town center are expressive of 
the optimism shared by many of the canal's promoters. 

Early Industrial Period, 1830-1870 

Improvements in transportation and industry in the mid-19th century fueled the 
dreams of Southampton residents and spurred a flurry of building activity. 
The New Haven and Northampton Canal opened in 1835, but was plagued with 
problems. Low water levels and intentional breaks in the canal wall made 
commercial traffic slow and unreliable. When the canal finally closed in 
1847, the right of way was purchased by the Westfield and Northampton 
railroad. Regular train service through Southampton was implemented by 1863. 
Southampton's farmers gradually shifted toward commercial farming with tobacco 
cultivation eventually overshadowing the traditional reliance on apples, dairy 
and timber. 

New industries and new markets also affected the demographics of the 
community. The population fluctuated between one thousand and twelve hundred 
town-wide, with a foreign-born proportion of 6.6% (mostly Irish). Most of the 
immigrants were employed as day laborers, mill workers and lead miners outside 
the town center. 

The erection of new public buildings underlined the civic and cultural role of 
the town center in the Early Industrial Period, The Congregational Church 
(MHC #70. built 1788) on College Highway was turned ninety degrees and 
remodeled in the Greek Revival style in 1840. A Methodist chur-ch (MHC #71) 
was raised on the opposite side of College Highway in 1844. reflecting the 
growing diversity in the community. A number of district schools were erected 
throughout the town, two of which survive in the town center. The District #1 
School (MHC #68. built 1863) on College Highway is the only brick Gothic style 
building in town. I t retains most of its original features, despite the 
addition of side bays and conversion to a fire station. The District #2 
School (MHC #83, built 1845) originally stood on Pomeroy Meadow Road north of 
the village, but was moved to Conant Park in 1976. 

(continued) 
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Late Industrial Period, 1870-1915 

Southampton's population fluctuated in the late 19th century, reflecting rapid 
changes in the economy of the region. The 950 residents of 1915 included many 
Polish and German immigrants who provided labor for local farms. Irish and 
French-Canadian immigrants accounted for a smaller percentage of the 
population. The economy remained predominantly agricultural, but the growth 
of the railroad network made i t difficult for Southampton to compete with the 
production of other Connecticut Valley towns because of large midwestern 
farms. Southampton's water-powered industries were crippled by the 
construction of municipal reservoirs for the cities of Holyoke and Westfield, 
Massachusetts, which effectively eliminated the supply of power for the mills. 

Despite the loss of population and the aging of the economy, the town center 
seems to have matured as the civic focus of the community and a prime 
residential neighborhood. The cluster of Queen Anne style homes on East 
Street (MHC #55-58, 60, 62, 63, 65) is indicative of the trend. The 
establishment of the Edwards Library (MHC #77, built 1903) on College Highway 
and the erection of the new Town Hall (MHC #54. built 1904) on East Street 
both served to bolster the stability and importance of the town center. 

Early Modern Period. 1915-1930 

In the early 20th century, the rural isolation of Southampton proved a 
detriment to the community. The growing use of automobiles and the 
designation of College Highway as Massachusetts Route 10 enabled many 
residents to take jobs in the larger centers of Westfield. Holyoke, 
Easthampton and Northampton. The town's population dipped to 814 residents in 
1920 and remained under 1,000 throughout the period. Streetcar lines and rail 
service were discontinued, with the last train stopping in Southampton in 1926. 

Market farming, dairying and lumbering were at the core of the town's economy, 
but Southampton's share of the market continued to decline. Summer cottages 
and early suburban homes were erected in many parts of town, but buildings 
activity in the tov/n center was virtually non-existent. The only significant 
new structure was the Methodist Church on College Highway (MHC #71, built 
1915), which was built to replace an earlier building that was destroyed by 
fire in 1914. Faced with declining membership, the Methodist Church disbanded 
in 1924 and the Southampton Grange took over the use of the building. 

Since 1930, the village of Southampton has seen very l i t t l e change. The Town 
Hall, Library, Congregational Church and Methodist Church survive as visual 
landmarks surrounded by an impressive array of Federal, Greek Revival and 
Victorian residences. Intrusions are limited to a new town school on College 
Highway (opposite East Street), which replaced the old Sheldon Academy, and 

(continued) 
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some modest suburban houses on the fringes of the proposed historic district. 
In its density, scale and character, Southampton Center retains the identity 
of a typical rural Massachusetts community. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Southampton are poorly understood, 
any surviving sites could be significant. Sites in this area could provide 
valuable information on the relationships between native settlement along 
secondary river drainages and settlement loci along the Connecticut River 
located nearby to the east. 

Historic archaeological remains in the district have the potential for 
providing detailed information of the changing social, cultural and economic 
characteristics that typified a rural Massachusetts street village within its 
traditional agricultural setting from the 18th to the 20th century. 

Archaeological survivals may provide information on Southampton's change from 
disrupted lifestyles in a frontier area in the late 17th early 18th century to 
settled, thriving agricultural life after ca. 1740. Analysis of 
occupationally related features can provide detailed information on 
family/community structure during that period. Information pertaining to the 
relationships of agriculture to lumbering and other commercial/industrial 
activities may also be available. 

(end) 
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SOUTHAMPTON CENTER NATIONAL REGISTER DISTRICT 
SOUTHAMPTON. MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

PARCEL CODE ADDRESS NAME DATE STYLE STATUS INV. # TYPE 

23-66 5 Center St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
23-65 7 Center St. Blacksmith shop / House 1879/1920 V i c t . / C r a f t s . NC B 

Barn 1899 V i c t , vernac. NC B 
23-38A Center St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
23-64 9 Center St. Isaac Wolcott house 1834 Vernacular C A-42 B 

Barn c. 1900 Vernacular c B 

28-7A Clark St . Heritage Surveyors c. 1980 Neo-colonial NC B 
28-5 105 Clark St. House c. 1960 Ranch NC B 
28-4B Clark St. Barn c. 1900 Vernacular C B 
23-83A 106 Clard St. Seth B a r t l e t t house 1838 Federal c A-41 B 

23-89 202 College Hwy. Lewis Hannum house 1866 I ta l i ana te c A-50 B 
23-88 College Hwy. Vacant parcel Vac V 
23-24 College Hwy. Larrabee School c. 1950 Neo-Georgian NC B 

D i s t r i c t #1 school 1863 Gothic Rev. C A-68 B 
College Hwy./East St. War Memorial monument c. 1945 Granite NC 0 

23-46 211 College Hwy. Country Store 1780 Vernacular C A-69 B 
23-46A 213 College Hwy. House c. 1970 Ranch NC B 
23-37 214 College Hwy. F i r s t Cong. Church 1788 Fed/Greek Rev. C A-70 B 
23-47 College Hwy. Vacant parcel Vac V 
23-48 215 College Hwy. Methodist Church / Grange 1915 Tudor Rev. C A-71 B 
23-79B 216 College Hwy. Lemon Gridley house 1807 Georgian C A-72 B 
23-49 217 College Hwy. House c. 1920 Bungalow C B 
23-79A 218 College Hwy. Sheldon store 1816 Georgian C A-73 B 

Shed c. 1890 Vernacular C B 
23-72 219 College Hwy. Mildred Graves house 1927 Craftsman C A-74 B 

Barn c. 1900 Vernacular c B 
23-67A 220 College Hwy. House 1920 Colonial Rev. c A-75 B 



23-73 221 College Hwy. House c. 1910 Bungalow C B 
Garage c. 1940 Vernacular NC B 

23-67B 222 College Hwy. Stephen Clapp house 1841 Greek Rev. C A-76 B 
23-74 223 College Hwy. House c. 1910 Col. Revival c B 
23-69 224 Col 1ege Hwy. House c. 1900 V ic t , vernac. c B 
23-75 225 College Hwy. Edwards Library 1903 Neo-Classical c A-77 B 
23-76 227 College Hwy. House c. 1910 Colonial Rev. c A-78 B 

Garage c. 1920 Vernacular c B 
23-70 228 College Hwy. Asahel Chapman. J r . . house 1822 Federal c A-79 B 
23-68 230 College Hwy. Asahel Chapman house 1797 Federal c A-80 B 

Barn c. 1880 Vernacular c B 
23-86 231 College Hwy. Dr. Amos B la i r house 1805 Federal c A-81 B 
23-77 233 College Hwy. Southampton Bldg. Co. c. 1980 Vernacular NC B 
23-71 234 College Hwy. Clark-Chapman house 1827 Federal c A-82 B 
23-78 237 College Hwy. D i s t r i c t #2 school 

Conant Park 
1845 Greek Rev. 

Open space 
c 

Vac 

A-83 B 
V 

28-6 242 College Hwy. Paul Sheldon house 1771 Federal C A-84 B 
Barn c. 1890 Vernacular C B 

28-8 243 College Hwy. House 1840 Greek Rev. C A-85 B 
Barn c. 1880 Vernacular C B 

28-6A 246 College Hwy. House c. 1970 Cape NC B 
28-6B 248 College Hwy. House c. 1970 Cape NC B 

Cemetery 
Judd's Store 

c. 1840 Cemetery C S 
23-40 3 East St. 

Cemetery 
Judd's Store 1859 Greek Rev. C A-51 B 

23-41 5 East St. Judd's Store 1800 Georgian c o t t . c A-52 B 
Garage c. 1970 Vernacular NC B 

23-39 7 East St. Woodbridge Hall 1973 Federal c A-53 B 
Garage c. 1940 Vernacular NC B 

23-42 8 East St. Town Hall 1904 Colonial Rev. C S-54 B 
23-43 9 East St. House c. 1960 Colonial Rev. NC B 
23-44 11 East St. Flavel Sheldon house 1902 Queen Anne C A-55 B 
23-50 12 East St. George Clark house 1896 Queen Anne c A-56 B 

Barn c. 1880 Vernacular c 6 
Garage c. 1940 Vernacular NC B 

23-45 13 East St. Caroline Edwards house 1893 Queen Anne C A-57 B 
Garage c. 1970 Vernacular NC B 

23-39A East St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
23-80 14 East St. Anson Swi f t house 1884 Queen Anne C A-58 B 

• Barn c. 1885 Vernacular C B 



23-81 15 East St. Clarinda King house 1772 Georgian c o t t . C A-59 B 
Barn c. 1850 Vernacular C B 

24-35D 17 East St. Mary Ranger house 1874 Vic tor ian C A-60 B 
Barn c. 1890 Vernacular c B 

24-35C 19 East St. Dr. J . Gridley house 1828 Federal c A-61 B 
Barn c. 1910 Vernacular c B 

24-35 21 East St. Methodist parsonage 1883 Queen Anne c A-62 B 
Garage c. 1960 Vernacular NC B 

24-35A East St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
24-34 22 East St. A lber t Atkins house 1879 Vernacular C A-63 B 

Garage c. 1950 Vernacular NC B 
24-42 27 East St. Jon. Judd. J r . houseq 1803 Federal C A-64 B 

Stable c. 1900 Vernacular C B 
24-43 East St. House c. 1900 V i c t , vernac. NC B 
24-55 41 East St. Stephen Clapp house 1875 I ta l i ana te C A-65 B 

24-35B 3 Elm St. J . Wolcott house 1800 Georgian c A-66 B 
24-36 7 Elm St. House 1850 Greek Rev. c A-67 B 

Barn c. 1890 Vernacular c B 
24-33B 11 Elm St. House 1890 Queen Anne C B 

Barn c. 1970 Vernacular NC B 
24-41 Elm St. Vacant parcel Vac V 

28-76 11 Fomer Rd. Artemis Loomis. J r . house 1828 Vernacular c A-40 B 
Barn c. 1900 Vernacular C B 

28-75 13 Fomer Rd. Lyman house 1792 Georgian C A-39 B 
28-43 18 Fomer Rd. Ansel Searle house 1830 Vernacular C A-38 B 

Barn c. 1850 Vernacular C B 
28-74 Fomer Rd. Vacant parcel Vac V 
28-73 19 Fomer Rd. Stephen Clapp house 1870 Greek Rev. C A-37 B 
28-36 20 Fomer Rd. Edmund Searle house 1830 Vernacular C A-36 B 
28-72 21 Former Rd. Eleazer T i f fany house 1815 Greek Rev. C A-35 B 
28-71 27 Fomer Rd. John Lovin House 1891 Vernacular C A-34 B 

Barn c. 1860 Vernacular C B 
23-17 High St. House c. 1970 Cape NC B High St. 

Garage c. 1970 Modern NC B 
23-18 40 High St. Methodist Parsonage 1854 Vernacular C A-26 B 
23-33 43 High St. Wil l iam Page house 1853 Vernacular C A-27 B 
23-32 46 High St. Moses Searle house 1830 Federal C A-32 B 
23-38 High St. Vacant parcel Vac 

A-28 
V 

23-59 58 High St . Henry Bat t in house 1850 Greek Revival C A-28 B High St . 
Barn c. 1910 Vernacular c B 



23-60 60 High St. House c. 1860 Homestead C B 60 High St. 
Barn c. 1910 Vernacular C B 

23-61 High St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
23-63 68 High St. Stephen Wolcott house 1813 Federal C A-29 B 68 High St. 

Barn c. 1980 Vernacular NC B 
23-83B 69 High St. House c. 1940 Modern c o l . NC B 
23-84 High St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
28-103 High St. Old road (d i sc . ) Vac V 
23-53 72 High St . Edward Swasey house 1899 Queen Anne C A-30 B 72 High St . 

Swasey barn 1899 ()ueen Anne C B 
28-4A 73 High St. Ph i l i p Parsons house 1929 Colonial Rev. C A-31 B 73 High St. 

Garage c. 1950 Vernacular NC B 
28-3 74 High St. Moses Searle house 1830 Federal C A-32 B 
28-102 High St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
28-101 High St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
28-33 80 High St. House c. 1960 Ranch NC B 
28-32A High St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
28-34 High St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
28-32B High St. Vacant parcel Vac V 
28-100 High St. House c. 1985 Modern c o l . NC B 
28-35B 88 High St. Zopher Searle house 1830 Vernacular C A-33 B 
28-35A High St. Barn c. 1980 Modern c o l . NC B 

23-36 7 Maple St. House c. 1860 Greek Revival NC B 7 Maple St. 
Garage c. 1950 Vernacular NC B 

23-35 9 Maple St . House c. 1900 V i c t , vernac. NC B 9 Maple St . 
Garage c. 1970 Commercial NC B 

23-34 11 Maple St . M. Parsons house 1842 Greed Revival C A-44 B 11 Maple St . 
Barn c. 1890 Vernacular C B 
Garage c. 1940 Vernacular NC B 

23-21 12 Maple St . Rev. Judd house 1733 Georgian C A-43 B 12 Maple St . 
Stone Wall System C St 

TYPE: B = Bu i ld ing , 0 = Object, S = S i t e , V = Vacant 

N.B.: Vacant parcels generally consist of cu l t i va ted f i e l d s or meadows 

SUMMARY: 84 Contr ibut ing Buildings 
1 Contr ibut ing Site 
1 Contr ibut ing Structure 

33 Non-Contributing Buildings 
1 Non-Contributing Object 
18 Open parcels (Farmland / Recreation) 

3101 (GF) 
rev. 891113 
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FEB 2 5 1991 ^ 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Please expedite the following enclosed nomination: 

Southampton Center Historic District, generally College Highway. Fomer Road. 
East and High Streets, Southampton (Hampshire County), Massachusetts 01073. 

There has been no owner objection for the property listed above. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to corranent. No comments have been received to 
date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

cc: Greg Farmer 
Frances Konopka 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough. Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


