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The Josiah Quincy House i ssituated i ntheresidential Wbllaston section of Quincy.
Until theend of thenineteenth century the Quincy House was surrounded by an extensive
estate with an uninterrupted viewt othewater's edge. Itssite i snowreduced toa
three-quarter acre lot, and i ssurrounded by late nineteenth and twentieth century
devel opnent.

The 1770 house, facing southwest on Miuirhead Street, i sa two-story structure surnounted
by a three-bay monitor containing four small rooms. A two-story el | for servants ex-
tends from t henorthwest end. A nunber of outbuildings, including a glass works, a
salt works, a windmi |l and two barns were once on t heproperty; none of themis extant.
A garage now stands on or near thesite of a former barn. The house, of frane con-
struction with yellow clapboards, has rusticated quoins painted white on both t hemin
structure and themonitor. Local granite was used for itsfoundation. The house

plan, elevation, and construction aretypical New England Georgian design of thethird
quarter of theeighteenth century. I nplan, four rooms are symmetrically disposed on
each of two simlar floors. A nine foot wide central hall contains a staircasewith

el aborately carved balusters and newel post. The staircase i sapproached from t herear
of thehall, an unusual feature of thehouse. @ each side of thehall pairs of roons
share interior chimeys with back-to-back fireplaces. Each i sflanked by doorsto
al l ow maxi num circulation,

The symmetrical elevationof the Quincy House i sconposed of five bays, with 6/6 sash
wi ndows. A central entrance flanked by half |ength sidelights of 44 sash i s nonuren-
talized by a pedimented portico with dentilled cornice, supported by two fluted Doric
colums. The eaves ,of themain,roof aregiven simlar cornice and dentil treatment.

A Greek Revival porch added t ot hesoutheast end a half century later i salso supported
by fluted Doric colums and conpl ements theearlier design of theportico. Thereare
indications that a wood balustrade formerly circumscribed both thenain roof and the
monitor and a pair of benches stood on t heentrance portico. Qe panel of the balus-
trade and both benches, characterized by a chinoiserietrellis design, survive.
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STATEMENT OF S GN H CANCE

The Josiah Quincy House i sdistinguishedfor itsarchitectural merit i naddition to its
historic interest astheresidence of succeeding generations of theQuincy famly until
1893. Since it sacquisition i n1937 by SPNEA i t hasfunctioned as a house nmuseum

The present structure was erected i n1770 on | and which was originally purchased by
Edmund Quincy from t hel ndi an Sachem of Mpswechusett i n1636. | t replaced the previous
house, built i n1750 for Col. Josiah Quincy, which was subsequently destroyed by fire
in 1769. Col. Josiah Quincy i sgenerally attributed with thedesign of t he newhouse.
Records indicate that'the constructionwas undertaken by a Dorchester carpenter. Deacon
Edward Pierce (1735-1818). Theearliest of five extant letters from Col. Josiah Quincy
to Edward Pierce, dated Decenber 19, 1769, enlists thehelp of t heDorchester carpenter.
"l begthis Favour you woud dine with ne Tonorrow, or on Thursday, and assist nei n
projecting a Plan of such a House as | want, making a Schedule of Materials t o be
collected for thePurpose, andanEstimte of theCost." (Copy - SPNEA Permanent File)

Architecturally, theQuincy House i sa fine exanple of New Engl and Georgian designi n
which an advancing classicismcharacterized by eighteenth century Palladian anddhin-
oiserie influencei sjoined together with anindigenous carpentry tradition.

The interior of theJosiah Quincy House i sfurnishedtoa large extent with items that
have Quincy family-associations. Sone of-these, like theEnglish settee andt he japanned
hi gh chest, were brought tothehouse by Col. Josiah Quincy; these items arealso nen-
tioned i nhis inventory of 1784. Others were brought t othehouse or accunul ated by
fam |y menbers through theeighteenth andnineteenth centuries. Around 1880 Eliza

Susan Quincy, great granddaughter of Col. Josiah Quincy, nade a list of everythingi n

the house with i tshistory and had interior photographs taken. Al |l this establishes

a superb degree of documentation for each item including theprints, sketches, and

memor abilia, which was given t o SANEA for placenent i nthehouse by a direct descendant.

Aside fromitsarchitectural merit, theJosiah Quincy House remains of historicalim
portance for itspolitical, economic andeducational andcomunity associations. Col .
Josiah Quincy was a prom nent merchant, a leader i nthecivic affairs of t he Col ony and
a patriot during theRevolutionary WVr. He was a friend of Franklin, John Adans, John
Quincy Adans, Daniel Webster, Washington, Lafayette, andother statesmen and military

| eaders, nmost of whomwere guests i nthehouse. During theRevolutionary War, the Col -
onel remained i nresidence. Promoneof thenorth roons of themonitor. Col. Quincy

wi tnessed CGovernor Gage's definitive departure fromthecolonies. Herecorded the event
with aninscription which he etched into oneof themonitor's north w ndows, "210 Cctober
1775 General Gage sailed for England with afair wind." Although no longer i nsitu,
this pane of glass with its historic inscription i sexhibited as part of thehouse col-
lection.”

continued
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The Col onel's son, Josiah Quincy Jr., also lived i nthehouse until shortly before his
premature death i n1775. I nthe 1760's and early 1770's Josiah, Jr. was actively

and ardently involved i ncolonial affairs. Known as "the Patriot," he was an influ-
ential pamphleteer who charged public opinion toward thepatriot cause. His Harvard
education i nlaw, and his deep dedication tojustice nmoved Josiah, Jr. t oaccept the
defense of theBritish soldiers charged with theBoston Massacre; i nparallel contrast,
his brother Sanuel, a Tory, was prosecutor. Josiah Ill, son of Josiah, Jr., eventually
inherited thehouse. Josiah Il was a prom nent statesman, educator and President of
Harvard Col |l ege for sixteen years. After his death, three of his unmarried daughters
continued tolive i nthehouse, including Eliza Susan Quincy who conpleted a cele-
brated menmoir of thefamly begun by her mther Eliza S M Quincy, and conpiled an
inventory of all house furnishings. The last of these daughters died i n 1893.
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