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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Josiah Quincy House i s situated i n the r e s i d e n t i a l Wollaston section of Quincy. 
U n t i l the end of the nineteenth century the Quincy House was surrounded by an extensive 
estate with an uninterrupted view to the water's edge. I t s s i t e i s now reduced to a 
three-quarter acre l o t , and i s surrounded by late nineteenth and twentieth century 
development. 

The 1770 house, facing southwest on Muirhead Street, i s a two-story structure surmounted 
by a three-bay monitor containing four small rooms. A two-story e l l for servants ex­
tends from the northwest end. A number of outbuildings, including a glass works, a 
sal t works, a windmill and two barns were once on the property; none of them i s extant. 
A garage now stands on or near the s i t e of a former barn. The house, of frame con­
struction with yellow clapboards, has rusticated quoins painted white on both the main 
structure and the monitor. Local granite was used for i t s foundation. The house 
plan, elevation, and construction are t y p i c a l New England Georgian design of the t h i r d 
quarter of the eighteenth century. In plan, four rooms are symmetrically disposed on 
each of two similar f l o o r s . A nine foot wide central h a l l contains a staircase with 
elaborately carved balusters and newel post. The staircase i s approached from the rear 
of the h a l l , an unusual feature of the house. On each side of the h a l l pairs of rooms 
share i n t e r i o r chimneys with back-to-back fireplaces. Each i s flanked by doors to 
allow maximum c i r c u l a t i o n . 

The symmetrical elevation of the Quincy House i s composed of f i v e bays, with 6/6 sash 
windows. A central entrance flanked by half length sidelights of 4/4 sash i s monumen­
tal i z e d by a pedimented portico with d e n t i l l e d cornice, supported by two f l u t e d Doric 
columns. The eaves ,of the main,roof are given similar cornice and d e n t i l treatment. 
A Greek Revival porch added to the southeast end a half century later i s also supported 
by f l u t e d Doric columns and complements the e a r l i e r design of the portico. There are 
indications that a wood balustrade formerly circumscribed both the main roof and the 
monitor and a pair of benches stood on the entrance portico. One panel of the balus­
trade and both benches, characterized by a chinoiserie t r e l l i s design, survive. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Josiah Quincy House i s distinguished for i t s arc h i t e c t u r a l merit i n addition to i t s 
h i s t o r i c interest as the residence of succeeding generations of the Quincy family u n t i l 
1893. Since i t s acquisition i n 1937 by SPNEA, i t has functioned as a house museum. 

The present structure was erected i n 1770 on land which was o r i g i n a l l y purchased by 
Edmund Quincy from the Indian Sachem of Mpswechusett i n 1636. I t replaced the previous 
house, b u i l t i n 1750 for Col. Josiah Quincy, which was subsequently destroyed by f i r e 
i n 1769. Col. Josiah Quincy i s generally a t t r i b u t e d with the design of the new house. 
Records indicate that'the construction was undertaken by a Dorchester carpenter. Deacon 
Edward Pierce (1735-1818). The e a r l i e s t of f i v e extant l e t t e r s from Col. Josiah Quincy 
to Edward Pierce, dated December 19, 1769, e n l i s t s the help of the Dorchester carpenter. 

" I beg t h i s Favour you woud dine with me Tomorrow, or on Thursday, and assist me i n 
projecting a Plan of such a House as I want, making a Schedule of Materials to be 
collected for the Purpose, and an Estimate of the Cost." (Copy - SPNEA: Permanent File) 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Quincy House i s a fine example of New England Georgian design i n 
which an advancing classicism characterized by eighteenth century Palladian and dhin-
oiserie influence i s joined together with an indigenous carpentry t r a d i t i o n . 

The i n t e r i o r of the Josiah Quincy House i s furnished to a large extent with items that 
have Quincy family-associations. Some of-these, l i k e the English settee and the japanned 
high chest, were brought to the house by Col. Josiah Quincy; these items are also men­
tioned i n his inventory of 1784. Others were brought to the house or accumulated by 
family members through the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Around 1880 Eliza 
Susan Quincy, great granddaughter of Col. Josiah Quincy, made a l i s t of everything i n 
the house with i t s history and had i n t e r i o r photographs taken. A l l t h i s establishes 
a superb degree of documentation for each item, including the p r i n t s , sketches, and 
memorabilia, which was given to SPNEA for placement i n the house by a di r e c t descendant. 

Aside from i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l merit, the Josiah Quincy House remains of h i s t o r i c a l im­
portance for i t s p o l i t i c a l , economic and educational and community associations. Col. 
Josiah Quincy was a prominent merchant, a leader i n the c i v i c a f f a i r s of the Colony and 
a p a t r i o t during the Revolutionary War. He was a fri e n d of Franklin, John Adams, John 
Quincy Adams, Daniel Webster, Washington, Lafayette, and other statesmen and m i l i t a r y 
leaders, most of whom were guests i n the house. During the Revolutionary War, the Col­
onel remained i n residence. Prom one of the north rooms of the monitor. Col. Quincy 
witnessed Governor Gage's d e f i n i t i v e departure from the colonies. He recorded the event 
with an i n s c r i p t i o n which he etched into one of the monitor's north windows, "10 October 
1775 General Gage sailed for England with a f a i r wind." Although no longer i n s i t u , 
t h i s pane of glass with i t s h i s t o r i c i n s c r i p t i o n i s exhibited as part of the house c o l ­
lection." 
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The Colonel's son, Josiah Quincy Jr., also lived i n the house u n t i l shortly before his 
premature death i n 1775. In the 1760's and early 1770's Josiah, Jr. was actively 
and ardently involved i n colonial a f f a i r s . Known as "the P a t r i o t , " he was an i n f l u ­
e n t i a l pamphleteer who charged public opinion toward the p a t r i o t cause. His Harvard 
education i n law, and his deep dedication to justice moved Josiah, Jr. to accept the 
defense of the B r i t i s h soldiers charged with the Boston Massacre; i n p a r a l l e l contrast, 
his brother Samuel, a Tory, was prosecutor. Josiah I I I , son of Josiah, Jr., eventually 
inherited the house. Josiah I I I was a prominent statesman, educator and President of 
Harvard College for sixteen years. After his death, three of his unmarried daughters 
continued to l i v e i n the house, including Eliza Susan Quincy who completed a cele­
brated memoir of the family begun by her mother Eliza S. M. Quincy, and compiled an 
inventory of a l l house furnishings. The last of these daughters died i n 1893. 
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